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PREFACE. 


On the 8rd December, 1882, Ahmed Ardb^ returned 

"s 

to his cell in the Daira Saniya Prison at Cairo, 
having pleaded guilty to a formal charge of re- 
bellion and received a sentence of perpetual exile 
from l^gypt. A year has passed away since then, 
and on the 3rd December, 1883, these pages, which 
tell in detail the story of his defence, and in part 
the story of his cause, will be submitted to the im- 
partial judgment of Englishmen. They might well 
have been published earlier, but I preferred delay. I 
was anxious when writing them to exchange as much 
as possible the rdle of the advocate for that of the 
historian; I desired to see if the conduct of the 
seven exiles in Ceylon justified my belief in their 
loyalty and good faith; and it was necessary that 
the Egyptian? Restoration should complete its first 
twelvemonths’ work before it could be fairly criticised 
or weighed according to its fruits. It has thus 
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happened lhat my tale of Arahi and his irieuds 
will he told a year after they have quitted for a time 
at least the arena of practical politics. 

The pledges which England has voluntarily en- 
tered into as regards Egypt are as yet wholly unre- 
deemed. Any final solution of the Egyptian question 
seems to be still as far off as ever, while our projected 
“ fair sta^t ” has not advanced a single step beyond 
the preliminary stage of speculative official corre- 
spondence. I fail to sec how airy satisfactory conclu- 
sion can be possibly aiTivcd at without a searelung 
inquiry into the latest phases of Egyptian tislory, 
and an impartial hearing of all the parties to*the 
recent quarrel, '^rdbi and Ms Mends do not shrink 
from such an ordeal. 

Before England and Englishmen pronounce a 
final verdict as to the destiny of tho country to 
which we have promised all the advantages of a new 
departure, it may be hoped that those with whom the 
responsibility of action chiefly rests will not altog<’thev 
neglect the lessons they may learn from a careful 
study of the chronicles of Egyptian Xationalimi. 

Gentle reader J you have lately heard so much 
about Egypt that you are probably alroadj tired of 
tho theme. All I can promise you is, lhn(, if you 
will niahc one more sncvifico and read my lutok, I 
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Mill try and bhow you something of the Jilgyi)tiaus 
as seen through Egyptian spectacles. The formula 
of “ Egypt for the Egyptians ” as we arc accustomed 
to hear it used signifies rcry little ; “ Egypt for the 
Egyptians ” as the device on the banner of Ardbi 
and his friends meant a great deal. This is pre- 
cisely what I hope to be allowed to explain to 
you. The author, who sees Egyptian things, through 
Einancial spectacles, has had his say ; a similar boon 
has been accorded to the wearers of the tinted glasses 
I will venture to describe as representing Politics, 
Dijg^lomacy, Erench Influence, Vested Interests, 
Anglo-Egyptian ideas, and the various echoes of the 
historical verandah of Shopheard’s Hotel at Cairo. 
All these gentlemen have had a patient hearing 
and a fair and open market for their wares. The 
tribune being for the moment vacant I have, perhaps 
somewhat audaciously, stopped into the empty place, 
put on my Egyptian spectacles, and now invite the 
great and generous BritMi Public to witness the 
panorama of Egyptian Nationalism, in which the 
principal characters will be sustained by my late 
clients. I eSn oven" promise more than this. Erom 
time to time I shall allow my audience to look behind 
the deceptive seeiiory of Egyptian stale-cmft. 

I shall do ray best not to weary tho.se who 



IV 


P HE FACE. 


come to my Egyptian raree-show. I can oven 
fancy some of my audience complaining that I give 
them too much comedy and not enough tragedy, but 
let me at once tell such candid critics as these that a 
deep vein of humour underlies the whole fabric of 
Eastern society and meets you at every turn. If I 
were to blot out all that is laugh-producing in my 
story, it,would fail both to amuse and instruct my 
readers. Truth and life would equally be wanting, 
and I might just as well take off my Egyptian 
spectacles at the outset. We live in an ago of 
special-correspondence and quick-history-makmg.^ I 
very much doubt if people now-a-days have time to 
master matter-of-fact political and statistical disser- 
tations as our ar/cestors did in the old times before 
us. There is a tacit revolution against all that is 
dry. I have deviated somewhat from the “gravity 
suitable to the occasion,” because the very nature of 
my panorama requires it ; and in order that I may 
secure those readers who really wish to see Egypt and 
the Egyptians from an Egyptian point of view, but 
are not prepared to undergo a sevora .course of his- 
torical study to do so. In’ this I have to* some extent 
followed the example of the doctor who -doses an 
unsuspecting patient through the medium of medi- 
cated gingerbread nuts. 
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I am perfectly aware the solution of the Egyptian 
question I hint at will partake very much of the 
nature of a political showerbath. A shout of derision 
will come from the wearers of the tinted glasses, who 
have ah'eady shown their wares and essayed to con- 
vince the public of the sagacity of their different 
theories, and I can almost count those who will agree 
with me on the fingers of my hands. ' -Strong, 
however, in my own personal convictions, I do not 
seek to apologise for or even extenuate the course 
which, I believe, both prudence and justice dictate 
to us as- regards our dealing -with Egypt. Eew will 
refuse to recognise the failure of the Egyptian Eesto- 
ration carried out under our auspices, and the hope- 
lessness of “a fair start” under existing circumstances. 
The Restoration of Egyptian Nationalism would be 
a work worthy of England. It would, I believe, 
give prosperity, peace, and self-government to the 
Egyptians, and contribute materially to stay the flood 
, of aggression in North Africa, Nothing could more 
enhance the prestige and influence of England in the 
councils of Europe than her spontaneously carrying 
out in the hohr of Access and victory the pledges 
she voluntarily entered into as to the aim and object 
of our expedition to Egypt. 
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■Wliilo this Tolirao has heon 
press all England has boon startled by the intelligence 
of Hicks Pacha’s defeat in the Soudan. One oT our 
most valued assistants at Cairo, whoso name nil! 
more than once occur in the course of my narrativ(*, 
has found an untimely grave in the fatal battle before 
Obeid. There appears to be no doubt that Edward 
Baldwin ’Evans, our faithful and zealous iateri)reter, 
has been one of the victims of this great disaster. 
The annihilation of the Egyptian forces by the 31ehdi 
will certainly delay the evacuation of Cairo by our 
troops. At the same time it makes the beginning of 
the promised “fair start” a matter of increasing 
urgency. In another place I shall show my readers 
to what extent the ill-treatment and ignominy which 
were the lot of the rank and fllo of Ardbi’s army after 
Tel-el-Kebir has contributed to the destruction of 
Colonel Hicks’s forlorn hope. IFnloss wo arc pre- 
pared to really give the country “ a fair start,” with- 
out delay, our quitting it at all will soon become 
an impossibility. 

Last year it was my lot to write the story of Iho 
Erench Invasion of Tunis.* I now juacc before my 

* Tunis Fast and Lttd Punic 2 vcl-, Wil- 

liam Blackwood and Soiib, Edinburgh and Louden, 1^h2- 
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1 ’eadci‘is a narratiyc of tlie defence of Ardbi and his 
friends, which, as a matter of course, necessitates an 
account of the Egyptian National movement, of which 
he became the leader by the tacit suffrages of all 
Egypt. 

The ninth decade of the nineteenth century has 
been an all-important epoch in the history of North 
Africa. It has seen the conquest and peripaanent 
occupation of Tunis by Erance ; it has witnessed the 
English expedition to Egypt. Much will, of course, 
depend on the resolution which is come to as to the 
nature of our stay in that country. If it is only to 
be temporary and always with a view to “a fair 
start,” as Mr. Grladstono assures us, I may probably 
bo spared from chronicling the last days of Tripoli 
in 1884, and the fall of the Empire of Morocco 
in 1885. Nothing else can save North Africa from 
becoming the ’vantage ground of European aggres- 
sion. 

Arsibi and his friends are still waiting patiently in 
Ceylon for the justice which they, sooner or later, 
, confidently expect. They believe in the good faith of 
England, bothf as regards their own fate and the ulti- 
mate dostitjy of Egypt. They are content to “ abide 
the time fixed by the decrees of Providence,” and 
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steadily refrain both from useless complaints or vexa- 
tious agitation, Arabi wrote to me thus shortly after 
his arrival in Ceylon : — 

To my faithful and honourable friend and defender Mr. Broadley 
(may God preserve him in his Holy keeping!). 

After presenting you with my most heart-felt hulutatioiis, I 
inform you that we all arrived in good health at Colombo, in the 
island of Ceylon, on the 10th of January, 1883, after a .sea 
voyage of j.4 days. 

Wo were very cordially received by the authoritioN of ilie 
island, who had secured houses for our accommodation, and vho 
furnishod us with nourishing food sufficient for the wants of <iur 
families during several clays. 

Wo join in offering our warmc'^fc tliauks to tlio English aulho- 
ritios for the respect and kindness vith which th<*y IjiiTc treated 
us, as indeed we always hoped from thc‘m. The town, the 
climate, and the face of the country itselt*, suit us perfectly. 
We purpose sendinj^’ our children to the local schools and learn- 
ing the English language ourselves. Once the question of the 
confiscation of our property is settled (as wo trust it will be by 
your good ofiSces) we shall lead a happy life. 

All my brethren and their children send you their kind 
regards. 

Please remember us to my brother Ahmed Boy Bifat if lui 
is with you, and also to your beloved mother, who is the object 
of all our respect. 

Your sincere friend, 

(Signed) Ahmed ArAm the Egyi^tiaii. 

24th Jan. 1883. 

His letters have breathed the same epBteutmcnt 
and resignation over since. The seven (^xilos hav(' 





applied themselves diligently to the learning of the 
English language, and with excellent results. The 
intelligence of these rough mutineers’* must be of 
no mean order. A few days ago I received in 
English the following letter from the ex-Nationalist 
Premier, Mahmoud Sami, who never opened a 
grammar before settling down in Colombo : — 

Mutwal, 28th September, 1883. 

My deae Me. Bboadley, 

Although I have promised to write you a letter in English 
within six mouths, that time has not yet finished ; but I saw 
your letter to my friend Ar&bi telling him to ask me to write 
you a letter as you asked me. I write tlieso few lines for you to 
see. Now I am doing well, hoping the same from you also, 

and glad to sec that you have not forgotten me. 

/ 

I am always, 

Yours faithfully, 

Mahmoud Sami. 

'While Yacoub Sami, Arabi’s Under- Secretary, 
writes : — 

Wavortroo House, 

^ Slave Island, 

Colombo, 20th September, 1883. 

1y dear Sib, 

I bog to injbrm you in those &w lines that for a long time 
have not got any letter from you. Now I am learning English 
little. My teacher’s name is Abh Bali, but he is employed at 
the Government offices, and attends only two hours in the 

d 
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morning. I am always glad to know of your licaltli ; tlierofurt 
you will bo good enough to send mo always a letter iaforiiiing 
me of your health in English. I cannot hpcak very irood 
English, but I speak a little. This is my haiuK^ riting. 1 M-nd 
to show it you, and I enclose a letter from my daughter, writUni 
also in English and in her own handwriting. I am in gcHxl 
health, and my family too. 

1 am, 

Yours truly, 

Y.i(’OTn! fiAwi 

A. M.,Eroadlcy, Esq. 

During my stay in Cairo, Mr, Drederic Villiers 
executed a series of sketches from life, which now 
illustrate this yolumo. Their merits speak for them- 
selves, and the Photo-Mechanical Printing Company 
has succeeded in reproducing them in fac-similo. It 
is true that no other artist had Mr. Villiers’ oppor- 
tunities, but I doubt if any one else could have 
better taken advantage of them. 


Lincoln's Inn Library, London. 
December 1st, 18b3. 


A. M. BEOADLBY. 
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CHAPTER I. 

MY EETAINEE. 

On the 19th September, 1882, the British Tiotoiy at 
Tol-el-Kobir was only a week old, and the first flush 
of i^atfonal enthusiasm it had evoked had as yet 
shown no symptoms of dying away. In the midst of 
the prevailing new-fashioned martial ardour, and the 
exultant singing of songs of triumph, there was 
hardly any leisure for reflection, or time to think of 
the fate of our fallen foes. On the morning of that 
day, however, the Tmies published a lengthy letter 
from Sir Samuel Baker under the heading of “ The 
Khedive and the Reb^s,” which advocated in un- 
mistakeable language a very short shrift for the latter, 
as a suitable and necessary sacrifice to the future 
prestige of the former. “Europe and the world in 
general,” w^ote Sir Samuel, “join in well-deserved 
applause at the skilful and unhesitating strategy 
of Sir Garnet Wolseley. The question now arises 

B 
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‘What is to become of Ardbi and the ringleader, s 
of the rebels ? ’ Those "who defy the law must 
suffer the punishment determined by the law, and no 
exception should be made to this stem oxigcuco of 
necessity. . . . Nothing could be more fatal tot! lo 

true interests of Egypt than our advising modera- 
tion towards the vanquished. In the oriental mind 
clemency is a token of weakness. The Egyptians 
must leam, by a stern and unmitigated example, 
that the Khedive is the constituted head, and that ho 
represents the Grovernment of Egypt; that rebellion 
against his authority is high treason ; and that the 
penalty of high treason will bo inflicted wilhout a 
chance of reprieve or pardon. If Arab! and the ring- 
leaders of the late rebellion are tried hy Court 
Martial and fnni&hed, there will bo no question of 
the authority of the Khedive, provided that ho is 
supported for at least twelve months by a sufficient 
British army of occupation.” 

I had hardly finished reading this Draconian view 
of the case of Arabi and his friends when a ludc 
was brought me. I put down the paper to open it. 
The letter I had received was from Mr. Algernon 
Bourko, and it contained the wholly ui»pxp{'ctcd pro- 
posal that I should immediately go to Cairo at tlu* 
expense and under the instructions of Air. Wilfred 
Scawen Blunt, to defend tlio “rcboLs,” ab’cadj' tried, 
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condemned, and executed, theoretically, ^y the un- 
bending code of Sir Samuel Baker. 

Ardbi was at this time a jnisoner of in the 
custody of our victorious troops, having giyen up 
Iris sword and “ trusted his honour ” to G-enoral 
Lowe on our bloodless entry into the Egyptian 
capital. His friend and companion, Toulba Pacha 
had done the same, and they were now both carefully 
guarded by British soldiers in one of the lo’^^er rooms 
of the Abdin Palace. The prompt surrender of Arabi 
had certainly taken the British public by surprise: 
a final attempt at resistance before Cairo was at one 
timg, confidently expected ; and, even when all was 
lost at Tel-ol-Kebir, he might easily have destroyed 
telegraijhic communications, and prolonged the “war- 
like operations” in Upper Egyjit, or, with almost 
equal facility, he could have disappeared (as some of 
his followers seem to have done) across the wastes of 
the Libyan deserts, and sought hospitality and a 
refuge with the powerful chief Muhamed Senousi on 
the frontiers of Southern Tripoli. When the first 
tidings of his capture reached London, hardly any- 
body believed^ them, and oven the compilers of the 
attractive contents-Mlls of tlie evening newspapers 
conscientioijsly preceded the intelligence with the 
words “rumoured” or “reported,” although the less 
scrupulous vendors (then in the midst of an unproce- 



4 


SOW WS DEFESBEI) ARABL 


dently fruitful harvest) carefully turned clowi that 
portion of the notice, when ofioring their wares t(i the 
eager and war -loving crowd. It was, however, 
perfectly true that Arabi was a prisoner, and ottr 
faithful ally, the Eihedive, and his now complaisant 
courtiers were busy at Alexandria, organising, as fast 
as the repaired telegraph-wire could help them, a 
wide-spread descent on his most prominent friends 
and sympathisers, as an appropriate prelude to a 
triumphal entry into Cairo — ‘‘ the City of Victoiy.’’ 

Arabi was not only a prisoner, but ho was in danger 
of his life. The first expression of public oj)ijn()n as 
to his fate in England — pronounced, it is truo, ’aundbt 
the sudden excitement of success — was hardly worthy 
of us. We heard for a moment only of the supreme 
necessity for signal vengeance, and of the undoubted 
propriety of exemplary punishment. These words, 
strange to say, too often came from the mouths 
of men professing the political creed called Libo- 
ral.* Telegrams in a similar strain came thick 

we have handed over the leaders of the revolt to the Khedive/’ 
wrote Sir Julian Qoldsniid on the 2Cth September, *‘it is clear that 
he ought to be allowed to punish them for their offence according to 
Egyptian law. Consequently we ought not to “interfere with the 
sentence which assuredly would be passed on Arabi and the <tth<*r 
principal leaders in any European country us well us iiuHgypt, — 

the sentence of death In the Eu&t clemency is looked on 

as weakuesrt, and iuvitoH ^others to similar debperaic venture^. I ihere- 
ibre urge that no maudlin bentimeiitality bhould he allowed in in 
and stop the execution of the capital sentence.” 
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and fast from Egypt. Zealous correspondents had 
interviewed Tevsrfik, CSberif, and -Ri^z concerning 
their views as to the treatment of the vanquished. 
They had all been unanimous — Arabi’s life must 
pay the penally of his failure, Ardbi and his friends 
must die. 

For an instant, and for an instant only, it 
seemed as if the sanguinary doctrine of e?;pediency 
would prevail. The reaction, however, soon came, 
and it was mainly the work of one man. Mr. Blunt 
had never been ashamed to call the “rebel” Ardbi his 
friend,^ and, during the earlier stages of the national 
movement in Egypt, had often given him counsel and 
advice ; but this was at the time when Mr. Grladstone 
still believed in the legitimate ai^pirations of the 
Egyptians. Mr. Blunt and Ms wife, during their 
wanderings amidst the tents of Syria and Arabia, had 
loarnod to love and appreciate the Arab race; and 
they sympathised with Ardbi because they regarded 
Mm as the honest leader of an oppressed people 
striving for freedom. The imminent peril in which 
Ardbi was now placed called forth an eloquent and 
indignant protest from Mr. Blunt, and Ms appeal soon 
found an echo. Mr. Blunt only asked that Ardbi 
should have a fair trial. English public opinion is 
nearly always generous, and in this case it supported 
Mr. Blunt’s demand— Ardbi may be guilty, but he 
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must be hoard in his defence before his doom can be 
pronounced. The advocates of oxpodienoy sf>on found 
themselves in a minority, and nearly the wliolc press 
began to clamour energetically for impartial justice 
and searching enquiry. 

Mr. Blunt did not confine his efforts to words 
alone. He resolved not only to defray, if need be, 
the whole costs of the defence of his Egj’ptiau 
friends, but to place no limit whatever on the C‘X- 
penses ho proposed to incur. It was at this juncture, 
aiid before he appealed to the Grovernment and the 
public with the object of securing a fair trial, tliat he 
offered me, throngh our mutual friend Mr. Boui'Ke, a 
binof on behalf of Ardbi. There was perhaps a strong 
bond of union between us which may to sonio extent 
account for this unexpected and flattering offer. Wo 
had both more or less identified ourselves with the 
cause of the North African Arabs, and wo certainly 
both believed that their cause was a righteous one. I 
had, over since the month of February 1881 , devoted 
myself to the task of chronicling the march of Froncli 
aggression in Tunis, and liad acted professionally Ijoth 
on behalf of Mr. Levy, in the now ahnost forgotten 
Enfida case, and for the late Boy of Tuni.s, Muhamed- 
os-Badok, during the acute stage of the hluinsh inva- 
sion, which preceded his acccptanco of the fh'otoctoruto 
of the Republic. During the summer of la.st year I 
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published a detailed account of the French conquest 
of the Tunisian Regency (the “taking of Carthage” 
according to the diplomatio phraseology of the Berlin 
Congress), under the name of the “Last Punic War.” 
The connection which exists between recent events in 
Tunis, and still more recent occurrences in Egypt, 
is a close one. The National movement in Egypt 
followed rapidly on the progress of aggression in 
Tunis, and only one short twelvemonth intervened 
between the shelHng of Sfax and the bombardment 
of Alexandria. The hopes, aspirations, wrongs, and 
grievances of the North African Arabs in Tunis and 
Egypt*' are almost identical; and I must confess I now 
feel it difficult to answer the criticism of my French 
friends when they maliciously ask mo if I still think 
their raid in Tunisia was really the last Punic War, 
and suggest that I should add the words “ but one.” 

I was on the point of returning once more to 
Tunis when I received Mr. Blunt’s proposal, and I 
lost no time in going to see him on the subject. 
My work in Tunis had prevented me from following 
very closely the earlier stages of events in Egypt, 
and I can assure my readers I had at this time no 
preconceived: ideas nr strong sympathy in favour of 
my future-client ; I had no great belief either in the 
ability or patriotic motives of Ardbi, and had not 
wholly escaped the unfavourable impression concern- 
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ing him which was an almost inevitable consequence 
of the daily consumption of largo doses of inimical 
special correspondence. When we met on the after- 
noon of the 19 th September, Mr. Blunt, with his 
characteristic energy, urged my going out to Egypt 
at once on the mission ho desired mo to undertake. 
I, on the contrary, thought that it would bo more 

advantageous to the case, and more in accordance 

» 

with professional etiquette, to endeavour to obtain a 
retaiirer direct from Arabi before proceeding to Cairo. 
The vials of British wrath (wliich, during the pro- 
gress of the military operations in Egjqd, wore 
generally at a white heat) had been so unmercifully, 
and I now think so unjustly, poured out on Mr. 
Blunt, (who had fj^urod irf the literature of ncwsiiapor 
contents-bills as “Ardbi’s English ally,” and had 
been eloquently described by a noble Lord in the 
course of a solemn debate in the Upper House, as 
“ only another Ardbi in a frock coat,”) that I felt my 
acceptance of a retainer fi-om Arabi himself would 
improve and strengthen my position in Egypt, and 
give me at the same time a bettor claim to the all- 
powerful sympathy of public opinion ^in his favour. 
After a prolonged consultation Mr. Blunt agreed to 
adopt the com'sc I proposed, and it was m-rimgcd that 
I should at once go to Tunis, and there, half way on 
my road to Egypt, await the retainer I sought to 
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obtain. Mr. Blunt meanwhile wrote to Ardbi the 
following letter in explanation of our plans: — 

September 22, 1882. 

To Akabi Pacha. 

May Grod preserve you in adversity as in good fortune. 
As a soldier and a patriot, you will have understood the reasons 
which have prevented me from writing to you or sending you 
any message during the late unhappy war. Now, however, 
that the war is over, I hope to show you that our friendship has 
not been one of words only. It seems probable that you will ho 
brought to trial either for rebellion or on some other chai'ge, the 
natoe of which I yet hardly know, and that unless you are 
strongly and skilfully defended you run much risk of being 
precipitately condemned. I have, therefore, resolved, with your 
approval, io come to Cairo to help you with such evidence as I 
can gifo, and to bring with me an honest and learned English 
advocate to conduct your defence; and 1 have informed the 
English Government of my intention. I bag you, therefore, 
without delay, to authorise me to act for you in this matter, for 
your formal assent is necessary ; and it would be well if you 
would at once send me a telegram and also a written letter to 
authorise me to engage counsel in your name. Several liberal- 
minded Englishmen of high position will join mo in defraying 
all the expenses of your ease. You may also count upon me 
personally to see, during your captivity, that your family is not 
loft in want And so may God give you courage to endure the 
evil with the good. W. S. B. 

This communication never reached Ardbi. It 

# ^ 

appears to have gone diplomatically astray. 
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CHAPTER II. 

AN INTERVIEW AT ASNlilEES ON THE SEINE. 

Two days later I loft London for Tunis. My interest 
in Egyptian affairs was naturally somewhat inten- 
sified by the probability (for as yet it was only a 
probability) of my defending Artibi, and diu’iiig a 
brief stay in Paris I called on the ox-Khodwo of 
Egypt, who was then staying in the noighboui’hood, 
and presented ,a letter of introduction from his son 
Prince Ibrahim. My conversation with Ismail Pacha 
interested me very greatly, although it did not much 
encourage me as to my future mission in the country 
over which he was once the most autocratic of rulers. 
At the time of my visit he inhabited a white-walled 
villa overlooking the Seine at Asnieres. The house 
in question has little to distinguish it from its follows 
in the Rue St. Denis, among which, it ranks as No, 
118, but it is Just pretentious enough to enjoy the 
distinction of being known as the Ckhteau do la 
Torrassc. Its owner, Mr. Arthur, the house agent, 
had furnished it in the most florid style of modern 
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French, upholstery, and it has on more than one 
occasion served as a temporary refuge for royalty 
under a cloud. The innumerable clocks, the buhl, 
the artificial flowei’s, and the many-coloured curtains 
and portieres, remind one simultaneously of Con- 
stantinople palaces and Wardour-street; but they are 
in a measure atoned for by the shady garden and the 
view of the winding river below. Ismail* Pacha 
received me in one of the salons of the first floor, a 
replica of the gaily-decorated apartments below. He 
bears his 52 years well ; his light hair is scarcely 
streaked, with gray, and he still wears the Turkish 
fez aS of old. His auburn beard was out close and 
carefully trimmed. He has grown somewhat stouter 
since his misfortunes, and tliis change is more notice- 
able on account of his stature not much exceeding 
five feet. Ho still dresses carefully in the inevitable 
frock coat, and wears jewelled pins and studs. Ismail 
speaks rapidly in the French language and with 
much French gesture. He generally closes one eye 
when he becomes animated. His calm and dignified 
manner could hardly fail to excite both interest and 
sympathy; he Seemed anxious to talk at length on 
the Egyptian crisis, and expressed his opinion on all 
points discussed frankly and without the smallest 
hesitation or reserve. He began by observing that 
he was surprised to see tliat he was now accused in 
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England of exclusively fui-theiing French intcrc.^ts 
during his reign in Egypt. “ Everything/’ ho Ktiid, 
“■was once English in Egypt. An Englishman was 
at the head of nearly every department, and this con- 
tinued till the arrival of Mr. Cave. England and Mr. 
Cave desired French co-operation and participation, 
and England eventually got more of both than she 
wanted,; but in was her own fault, not mine.” 

SpeaMng generally of a joint Control, ho next 
remarked : “ The original idea was excellent, and I 
readily agreed to it. The Control would have wo)‘k(>d 
well and pleasantly enougli if the Controllers had con- 
■fined their zeal and attention to their financial attrilm- 
tions, but they .were in a greater or less dogroo political 
agents from the first, and wished to rule the country 
as well as manage its revenues. French function- 
aries have always meddled with our internal affairs 
far more than their English colleagues, and to such an 
extent that I once said to Napoleon III. ‘Your lieprc- 
sontative interferes so much in Egypt that he loaves 
his English confrere no room to interfere at all, how- 
ever much ho may wish to do so.’ When Controllers 
came to influence the appointment and removal of tho 
Consuls-Gonoral, they obtained" a power fraught with 
dangerous consequences in the future.’’ Jsinatl Pacha 
thinks the supposed effect produced on the minds of 
the Egyptians by tho appointment of numerous Euro- 
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pean officials to Government posts has been overrated. 
It was chiefly the way this patronage was distributed 
which did the harm. “ I placed,” he said, “ Europeans 
of all nations in various branches of the Egyptian 
Administrative service, but always on account of the 
individual superior fitness of the nominees. No one 
complained of this, but when the time came that 
Europeans were appointed wholesale, merely Ijecause 
they were Europeans and ‘protected’ as such, and 
without any regard to their personal qualifications or 
their capability of discharging the duties they under- 
took, then the matter justly enough became looked 
on in ^he light of a very serious grievance indeed.” 

Ismail thus described the National movememt : — 
“ I do not for a moment believe either In the genuine- 
ness, extent, or patriotism of the so-called National 
feeling as it now exists, although real Egyptian 
nationalism is as old as my time. The present race 
of Egyptian nationalists have run wild from want of a 
strong leader, and the failure of their cause is the natural 
result of the weakness of the Egyptian Government 
on the one hand, and the success of Turkish intrigues 
on the other. JPan-Islamism is no new invention, 
but I would never hear of it. Different counsels 
have since prevailed ; and we are now face to 
face with the consequences. I always managed by 
some means or other to control and direct the religious 
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fervour of my subjects in Egypt, but when tlic word 
of command came from Constantino 2 )lo and not from 
Cairo, religious fervom’ became religious funaticisui, 
and the existence, influence, and temporary .su<‘Ci-s.s of 
a man of tbe position of Ai’iibi became a jiossibility. I 
remember Aribi well. My improssion of him is un- 
favourable. Ardbi can bo painted in a word — he is 
what the French call a blagtieiir. He can talk, and do 
little else. The bravest men in his jiarly arc AH 
Fehmy and Abd-ol-Al; they are soldiors, but 1 doubt if 
Arabi himself or any of them could intelligently <l('fine 
either ‘ patriotism ’ or ‘ national fooling.’ I am asto- 
nished that half Europe seems inclined to rogardjiim as 
the would-be saviour of his country. The truth is that 
the Egy^itian people must lean on something and fol- 
low some one. The Egyptian Grovermnont was hope- 
lessly weak, and ArAbi and his friends know it. Ho 
and his partizans acliioved three visible and striking 
successes, and the Egyptians saw this, and saw, moi’C- 
over, the roin’osentatives of great Powers practically 
in treaty with him. Arfibi pointed triumphantly to 
these facts, and told the Egyptians ho could and 
would restore Egypt to the Egyjjtieyis ; and it is not 
surprising in the circurastanecs ilmt-tlu' Egy]»tiiin.s 
clung to him as the stronger vessel. The moveiiKuit 
ho headed was from the first actively encom-agod at 
Constantinople, but it is very improbable that either 
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the Sultan himself or any of his responsible Ministers 
were ever in direct communication either with him or 
his associates. Direct communication is not a feature 
of Turkish intrigue, as the desired effect can be pro- 
duced without it.” 

As regards the new departure in Egypt, Ismail 
was sufficiently explicit. Egypt will be independent 
of the Porte. He believes a British Protectorate not 
only to be inevitable but to be the best thing for the 
welfare of the country. The success of the Protec- 
torate, ho thinks, wiU depend chiefly on the strength 
of the local subordinate Grovemment. The deadlock 
and chaos at Tunis are the natural consequences of 
protecting a phantom. The Khedives of the future 
must mile with a strong arm and ac/cept personal 
responsibility, as responsible Ministers are as yet 
rare to find in Egypt. A Chamber of Notables 
should be consulted in matters of internal arrange- 
ment only. To give it power to control or even 
interfere with foreign politics would bo suicidal. 
IsmaSl Pacha has little doubt that a really strong 
Government in Egypt would to-day have a far 
bettor chance of success with a real British Pro- 
tectorate than under a -fictitious Turkish suzerainty. 
The ex-Khedive spoke bitterly enough of two sub- 
jects — his son Tewfik and the future of the Otto- 
man Empire. “For Tewfik’s sake,” he said, “I 
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‘ kissed the carpet ’ and humbled myself for hcvcn- 
teeu years before His Majesty the Sultan. I ob- 
tained for him the much-desired firman of direct 
succession, but he has shown himself to have ‘ ni 
Ute^ m cmir, ni courage ’ ; and all these are wanted 
to rule in Egypt. He is my son, and I will say 
no more. The days of the Turkish Empire aro 
numbered; the Caliphate has now practically suc- 
cumbed to the untoward consequences of Panis- 
lamic intrigue; the Sultanate must soon folhnv it. 
The downfall of both has been hastonod by the 
feeble diplomacy which has only initatod France 
in Tripoli, bat has caused blood to flow in Egy|)t.” 

I left the next day for Tunis. My subseciuent 
visit to Egypt verified many things I learned in my 
brief interview with its once successful ruler, but 1 
soon came to a widely different conclusion than his 
concerning the natm'e, extent, and power of that 
phase of Egyptian national aspirations which made 
Ahmed Ardbi a leader of the people. 
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CHAPTER III. 

FROM TUNIS TO ALEXANDRIA. 

I ARRIVED at Tunis early on the morning of the 27th 
September. The political situation there had under- 
gone little or no change since I left it three months 
before. Monsieur Roustan’s successor Monsieur 
Cambpn had deemed it expedient to adopt a policy 
which could hardly be considered an improvement on 
the militant energy of his predecessor. He sought by 
a kind of obstructive and chaos-producing apathy to 
starve the Powers into a speedy compliance with his 
own desire and that of his government for the aboli- 
tion of the Capitulations — ^tho last remaining visible 
sign of their interest in the country. Meanwhile 
Europeans and Tunisians were alike left to face as 
best they might the consequences of the prevalent 
confusion, and wait patiently for the better times 
which Monsieur Cambpn promised them whenever the 
French Republic should alone reign supreme in the 
land. The Turkish newspapers (till the very eve of 
Tel-el-Kebir patriotic and devoutly Panislamic) had 

c 
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earned the name and fame of Ahmed Ai'iibi flu* 
Etfyptian into every part of the roeonlly eoncpiered 
regency of Tunis. Ilis success was prayed for in 
the mosques and shrines of holy Kairwan, and the 
lame old chieftain Ali Ben Hlifa, still dcspaii-ingly 
holding out on tho faith of the specious promises of the 
Sultan Caliph just over the Tripolitan frontiei*, once 
more began to take courage. “ Can it be,” whispered 
one Arab to another, “ that at last a HaAnour has 
arisen in Islam ? ” 

Wlien tlie Tunisian Aj'abs learned that tho man of 
whom tlicy hoped so much was defeated and n 
prisoner, they felt almost as keenly as their Egyptian 
brethren the ])itternoss of despair. There is no doubt 
whatever that pur victory in Egypt saved Franco a 
third expedition to Tunis, and crushed in tho bud an 
Arab rising which would have extended from Cairo to 
Algiers. Tel-oi-Kobir (however much our neighbours 
may disparage our success) bas, as a matter of fact, 
alone made the withdrawal of a groat portion of the 
French army of occupation in Tunis either pi'udent 
or possible. 

During the few days I romaiuod in Tunis Mr, 
Blxmt and I oxebangod froquout tclegrajdiie mcs.sages 
as to the varying cliancos of a real <lofene<‘ of Arjibl 
being allowed, and my anxiety was" not a little 
increased by tho Havas Agency periodically nnnounc- 
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iiig either the speedy commencement o£ the trial, the 
expected execution of my client, or the certainty of 
foreign counsel being excluded from appearing on his 
behalf. Meanwhile my future junior Mark Napier 
had reached Cairo, and, with the assistance of Mr. 
Eve, was doing his utmost to open up communication 
with the prisoner himself. Tho period of suspense, 
however, came to an end at last. On the 9th October 
two short telegrams reached me. The first was from 
my colleague at Cairo, — “ Access promised, come 
directly:” the other from Mr. Blunt, — “Counsel 
allowed, start at once.” 

Most,unfortunately there was no steamer leaving 
for Malta, and it was not till the following Thursday 
(September 12th) that I finally commenced my j oumey. 
One of ray few follow-passengers was a French consul 
returning malgrS lui to his post at Malta. During his 
stay there it appears he had undergone the indignity 
of being summoned before a native magiftrate for 
contempt of court, and consequently, in the intervals of 
sea-sickness ho never ceased to vituperate the Maltese, 
(he persistently described them as les ndgres), the 
Republic which so cruelly sent him back amongst 
them, and the British Grovernment which had so 
unjustly refused to avenge his wrongs. He next 
transferred his abuse to Ardbi because ho had not 
been fortunate enough to beat tho English, and 
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assured me I ■vras going on a fool’s errand, as the 
prisoners would certainly be shot before T arrived ; 

that is,” ho added, “ if you act as wo should do 
under similar circumstances.” In the dusk of the fol- 
lowing evening we steamed into the hai’bour of 
Valetta. I at once traversed the well-known “ streets 
of stairs ” to the Grrand Hotel, where I expected to 
receive my final instructions from Mr. Blunt. Salvo, 
the head waiter, an old acquaintance, saluted mo with 
a broad grin. I saw the nows of my mission had 
already reached Malta. 

“Maltese very glad, sir,” said Salvo, “you go 
defend Arabi, but English general surely han{.5 him 
before you get there.” Salvo was hardly more en- 
couraging than 'my Mend the French consul, but ho 
gave mo two telegrams, one from London and the 
other from Cairo, urging me to hasten as quickly as 
possible to my destination. Next morning I rose 
early to ascertain when tlio boat for Alexandria would 
leave Malta, and to my amazement learned there was 
no fixed service at all, and that I was one day late 
for the weekly boat from Sicily. Boturniiig much 
disheartened down the Strada Roale — the Regent 
Street of Malta — I was greeted from his'«hop-door by 
one of the local celebrities, my friend Mr. J’iotr<j 
Paolo Borg, a thriving tobacco merchant and dealer 
in laco, coral, and filagree silver. Mr. Borg, far from 
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ans-wering the French consul’s description of the 
Maltese citizen, may be considered a fair likeness of 
our own Henry VIIT., and entertains the most profomd 
respect for the British lion — the “invitta Britannia,” 
W'hich has figured for a century in the verbose inscrip- 
tion over the guard-house opposite the G-ovemor’s 
palace, and which will always find a place in every 
Maltese petition for redress of grievances, as long as 
Malta forms part of the empire. I explained my 
difficulty to Mr. P. P. Borg. He told me that H.M.S. 
“ Hecla ” would leave at noon, and that if I applied to 
Admiral Grraham he had no doubt I should get a pas- 
sage.' In justice to Mr. Borg I must say he did not 
give vent to the usual bloodthirstiness as regards 
Arabi, but on the contrary contented himself with 
expressing a devout wish that the rebels had pro- 
longed matters a little, and so enabled him to sell more 
tobacco to the British soldiers going out, and more 
coral, lace, and filagree- work to the victorious army on 
its return. This is hardly to be wondered at, for Mr. 
Borg remembers the good old times in which he laid 
the foundation of his fortune as a camp-follower in 
the Crimea. 

I at ondb descended the nix mmgime steps of 
happy memory, and, hailing a boat bearing the sign 
of the Black Cat (why every third boat in Malta is 
so named I am unable to say), soon reached the 
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“ Heela,” I ,sont in my card to her CHtnmiunder, (*a|>- 
tain Wilson, and preferred my request fur a pussnffe 
to Alexandria. He at once told mo that if the admi- 
ral gave me leave he would willingly comply witli 
my wishes. The “Black Cat” quickly conveyed mo 
up the Dockyard Crock to Admiral Grraham’s office. 
I explained my on'and to one of his subordinate'^, 
who eaihe back in a few minutes "with tlic much- 
desired permission. I sent for my luggage and 
returned to tlio “ Hccla,” which sailed half an hour 
after I joined her. During the voyagt' I was the 
guest of the ward-room officers, and 1 am glad to 
have this opportunity of acknowdedging their kiml- 
nesH and hospitality. The “ Ileclu,” a torpedo depot 
ship of 6,200 tons burden, had done excellent work 
of a varied character during the earlier days of the 
Egyptian expedition, which never seems to have been 
adequately recognised or understood, as she was, for 
obvious reasons, kept out of range. Captain Wat- 
son’s unobtrusive services in helping to bridge the 
canal at Alexandria, as well ns in organizing and 
working the Ironclad Train, and Coinmundor Nor- 
cock’s share in destroying, at great risk, tlio stores of 
ammunition in the forts, are, 1 think, worthy of 
record. During the passage I spent many hours in 
her laboratory looking at the models of every known 
engine of ’torpedo warfare, and it wii.s eortaiidy a 
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curious sensation to reflect that we were travelling 
placidly over a cargo of combustibles sufficient to 
destroy a city or reduce us in a second to unrecog- 
nisable atoms. 

On the 18th October, at day-break, we entered 
the outer harbour of Alexandria. In the calm and 
peaceful scene around us it was difficult to realize the 
events then only three months old. We were, how- 
ever, face to face with the ruined forts, the uni-e- 
paired light-house, and the shattered facade of the 
Ras-el-Tin palace. Before eight o’clock I landed at 
the wharf near the custom-house, and, hiring a car- 
riage, was driven rapidly in the direction of the 
Cairo railway. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

CAIEO. 

Emerging from a narrow and crowded street, I 
came suddenly on the scene of desolation wliieli was 
once the Grand Sfj[iiarG. Many of the ruined lunises 
had been demolished, and the stones neatly piled up 
by the road-side. Now and again a solitaiy gable, 
a scorched sign, or battered brass plate marked tlie 
site of some particular shop or office, and 1 noticed 
more than one damaged escutcheon of a dc,stroycd con- 
sulate still hanging to the calcined walls. The extent of 
the disaster hardly came up to what I imagined. What 
remains of Alexandria still entitles it to rank an the 
first city of Egypt. The centre of the square was 
filled by wooden shops and shanties, the greater part 
of which seemed to be devoted to the sale of spirituous 
liquors. There, amidst the ruins, irntramellod by 
licensing justices and excise officers, Nourished the 
Prince of Wales (jirog Bhop, the American Bar, the 
British Tar, the Tel-el-Kobir and the Wolscley Arms.. 
A fair Parisian had erected a grand cafe right across 
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the pavement, and obstinately refused to move except 
-QiL-tbo payment of a substantial indemnity. 

I soon reached the railway station, where all was 
confusion, but I managed to register my luggage and 
secure a seat in a special train which would reach 
Cairo in the afternoon. Whilst waiting on the plat- 
form one or two things struck me particularly. I 
noticed in the first place the imobtrusiveness (if I 
may so call it) of our occupation, I only saw 
two English soldiers in Alexandria, one on duty in 
the town and the other at the terminus. In Tunis we 
had become accustomed to the continual sound and 
sight of tjie conquerors, the clanking of spurs on the 
pavement, the calling for absinthe at the much-fre- 
quented caf^s, the music, and the never-ceasing march- 
ing and counter-marching. I cannot help thinking our 
plan caused less heart-burning. The contrast betw’een 
an Egyptian crowd and a Tunisian one is very 
remarkable. In the one the main feature is dusky 
garments of dark blue or black ; in the other gaudy 
colours and dazzling white. As to physique, my 
Tunisian friends have certainly the best of it. Before 
starting I secured a couple of Egyptian newspapers. 
The refugees,,^ they were called), who left Egypt in 
shoals in June, were now coming back in full force, 
and the carriage I travelled in was crowded to excess. 

A few minutes after leaving Alexandria we passed 
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throTigli Anibi’s lines and earthworks at Kafr-el-I iowav, 
still appai’ontly intact. 3Iy fullow-tiaselluiS Via'i* 
friendly and eomniuuieative. A Froncli lawyer from 
Cairo was now returning thither with all his fuinily. 
Ho admitted much could bo said for Ariibi, hinted 
that many persons in high place.s would bo eompro- 
luisod, and frankly admitted that I had v» hetni proch 
in hand. My left-hand neighbour — an Italian profes- 
sor of chemistry — Avont a good deal further. In his 
opinion Arabi Avas not altogether in the Avroiig, uml 
ho oven wont so far as to offer ino sojnc' ni}'.sterious 
suggestions and Avish luo success. 1 next turned to 
my newspapers. They were certainly less ^•neourug- 
ing than my follow-pussongcrs. In the Etjyiifiau 
Gazette^ the organ of English public oj)inion in 
Egypt, I found a long letter signed E. T. Rogers I3cy, 
from which I cannot forbear making a few oxtmets. 
It began thus: — 

SlB, 

I caunot refrain from writing a few line-, to you as the 
editor of tlic only Eiiglisli now.spapcr in io wy 

firm <»i)inion that Ihoro will bo a raihcarriage of justice if Eng- 
lish counsel and lawyor.s bo allowed to <l(‘fend the arch-reljc! 
Arabi. Tlie forensic astuteno.ss of the monfiK-ns ol‘ tlu* English 
bar is such that they can logically iiAiko black '•Hjpear Aihite and 
vice vorstl, and reipiro other lawyers etjuully •sersod in tho 
quibbles of tho law to convince the jiidg(' and jttry ol’ tho reality 
of the colour in rlisjmto. I say tliero will ho a uiiscurriugo 
justice lx3t*iUise, after th«> English counsel has e.sproHsotl has legal 
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^opinion, there will bo no man on tlio side of the prosecution 
capable of combating liis arguments. 

This at any rate was flattering, but the writer next 
' turns from the lawyers to the clients: — 

Bis dat qui citb dot is an old maxim which applies with 
tenfold force in the present case, and even the delay of justice 
amounts to a miscarriage, because the people of the country are 
in a state of rebellious ferment which would be crushed out by 
the immediate execution of the original leaders of the rebellion. 

Surely it must be admitted that the absolutely disinterested 
and loyal ministers now in the Khedive’s Cabinet know the 
character of the people of this country better than Englishmen 
who have never been in Egypt, or who have been here only a 
few weeks or even months. The former declare that the country 
can never be, quiet until the rebels have expiated their crimes. 
The latter wish to give the rebels a trial upon English princi- 
ples, which may last not for monflis but for years. The 
innate nobleman languishing at Dartmoor^ whose offence was 
mild in the extreme compared with tliat of the leaders of the 
recent i*ebellion, imderwont two trials, each of which lasted for 
many months. If a similar procedure be allowed for Ahmed 
Arabi, Mahmoud Sami, and the other rebels, it will certainly 
last for years. But tliis must not be allowed. The English 
who have resided in Egypt for years, and who are worthy of 
the title of Anglo-Bgyptians, know the characters of the Egyp- 
tians as well as do the ministers, and thoroughly agree with 
thorn in the necessity of a condign punishment 

. • . . . . 

The natives the vill&ges, where agitators still deliver 
seditious harangues, and whore Europeans arc still insulted 
when they pass tlifough, do not believe that Arahi is a prisoner, 
do not believe that they have done wrong in murdering 
Christians and in pillaging their property, nor will they be con- 
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vineecl of the en’or of theii’tvays uutil the areh-ivJx I" 1 m' iriul 
and receive their deserts. . 

Through the French contemporary of the 
tian Gasette I learned that many peojtlo were 
preparing to go to Cairo to witness the coming tritil ; 
that the Minister of Justice intended to issue personal 
invitations, 3,000 of which he had aboady caust'd to 
be prmted, and which wore more in demand than the 
tickets for the first performance of “Aida” at the 
Khedivial Opera House. 

The heat was very great and the dust iiitolerabh’. 
We had fairly exhausted the local ncwspapei*s and 
every phase of Egyptian politics "when rthc green 
ti’ocs of the- Shoubra avenues, the minarets of tho 
citadel, and tho distant Pyramids came in sight, 
and wo soon found ourselves in Cairo. Tho con- 
fusion here even exceeded that which I encoun- 
tered at Alexandria, but I at length escaped in 
an omnibus with my scanty luggage (tho chief 
part of which consisted of a few imposing-looking 
law-books) to the New Hotel, whore I determined to 
stay till I could sec Messrs. Eve and Najnor. 'The 
New Hotel (once, I think, called thoJIotel Khedivial) 
is one of tho many momorials»of tho jxijniier days of 
the Khedive Ismail’s I'cign. To all int«mts and 

t 

purposes a palace, it overlooks the Esbekieh gardens 
and tho finest quarter of Cairo ; but UkS u speeuhttion 
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it has signally failed. It has never been able to rival 
the shady comfort and old-world associations of 
Shepheard’s, the hotel excellence of the East. I 
had hardly finished unpacking, when my colleagues 
were announced (I had telegraphed to them from 
Alexandria), and we agreed to repair to the adjoining 
gardens to hold our first consultation as to%he defence 
of Ardbi. 



now WE BEVV \ I'Eh J /.’ 1 / / 


) 


CHAPTET^ 

OUR FIR&T CONSULTATION. 

Pee'suous to our mooting on tlio IRtli October T had 
novor^seen Mr. Napier, but I know Mr. Evo ^lightly, 
and our fornor acquaintance in the gonial atinosphc're 
of Grreat Queen Street helped not a little to that 
union of plans and ideas so essential to .success. My 
first question, as might bo expected, \ra.s— Wliui has 
been done ? Mr. Napier in rejdy at once gav<5 me a 
clear account of his stewardship. “ On the morning 
of tho 30th September, ” said Mr. Napit'r, I (slmneed 
to be in my chambers at 6, Pig-froo Court, Temph*. 
The purest accident brought mo back from a long- 
vacation tour in the north of Fran<*o before J 
intejidod, and on the day in question I eerliiinly 
expected no vi.sitor.s. Aboxit clev<'n o’clock Cajdain 
Laprimadio (Mr. Blunt’.s agent) called, and asked me 
if I would start for Cairo that very evening and d<i 
my best to obtain access to Ars'ibj, ])rej)urutory to 
your joining me, when we should, if jiermitted to do 
so, jointly reprosent him as senior and juniftr counsid 
on his trial. After a brief conferciuH" with Mr. IJImit 
and his wife I consented, and prepared to leave Lfaulon 
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by the weekly mail train. On reaching Calais I found 
that every place was engaged in the sleeping-cars for 
Brindisi, but a private arrangement with the guard 
settled everything, and six days later I landed in 
Alexandria. Here I met my old friend Richard Eve 
of Aldershot, and I arranged that he should accompany 
me to Cairo as solicitor in the case. You doubtless 
found a good deal of confusion about the railway 
service, but it was far worse then. Next morning we 
both called on Sir Edward Malet. He told us he had 
already forwarded a telegram from Ardbi, through the 
Foreign Office, directed to Mr. Blunt and Sir W, 
Oregory, asking for the assistance of English counsel.* 
Ho added that he imagined the British^ Grovernment 
had no objection to our acting in that ' capacity, re- 
ferred us for further information to Sir Charles Wilson, 
the recently -appointed British delegate at the Court of 
Preliminary Inquiry, and said the proceedings were 
being conducted in accordance with French military 
law. We then went to Sir Charles Wilson, who 
said that Ar^bi had been two days previously 
handed over to the custody of the Egyptian Govern- 
ment (gently tepjpered by the presence of a British 
corporal’s guaicd outside the prison), and that per- 

• The fate of this message was almost as unforlxmato as that of 
Mr. Blunt’s letter to*Aiabi. It was sent to Sir W. Gregory, who was 
abroad, and only re.rth(‘d him some time afterwards. 
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mission to see ArtiTbi mii&t eonhcqucntly b(' .soupflit ibr 
from Riaz Pacha, Minister of the Intorioi*. Jleturniiig 
once more to the British Agency we obtained a formal 
letter of inti’odnction from Sir Edward Malci to that 
functionary.” 

“ Next day,” continued Mr. Napier, “ we attended 
on Ritiz Pacha, accompanied by Colonel Stewart, at 
the request of Sir Charles Wilson, who introduced 
us to the Egyptian Minister*. I told Riaz in French 
the object of our visit. lie curtly declined to allow us 
access to the prisoner, as contrary to Egyptian law, but 
he promised ho would write to Sir Edward Mulct on 
the subject. Mr. Eve then telegraphed to ypu ‘Access 
denied, if obtained promptly will send retainer.’ On 
the 9th of October wo once more called on Sir Ed» 
ward Malet. Ho said he had heard nothing from 
Ridz, but admitted that the surrender of Ardbi was 
conditional on counsel being allowed him for his 
defence. He added that the English Governurcut 
would not interfere with the sentence if it turned out 
that ho were guilty of the massacres of the 11th Juno, 
the burning and pillage of Alexandria, or the abuse 
of the white flag. Mr. Eve thou d«cw up a notice, 
which wo duly served on Riuz Pacha that afternoon.” 

Mr. Eve, with the gravity Ijocoming Ar!'ibi’.s solici- 
tor, put in my hand tlio following document which 
was probably a novel feature in Egyptian procedure, 
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and must certainly have startled not a little its 
recipient : — 

To His Excellence Eiiz Pacha, Minister of the Literior 
to His Highness the Khedive, 

I, Eiohard Eve, of Aldershot, England, as Solicitor for and 
on behalf of Ahmed Arabi Pacha, do hereby give you notice, 
that it is necessary that I, as such Solicitor, should have access 
to the said Ar^bi Pacha, and I hereby require that such access 
be afforded to me forthwith, in order that I may receive*instrue- 
tions from him to retain and instruct counsel for his defence on 
certain charges preferred against him, and under which charges 
the said Ar&bi Pacha is now in custody. And I further require 
that you should immediately on the receipt of this notice inform 
the said Arabi Pacha that I and the Honourable Mart Napier, 
an English* barrister-at-law, Counsel for the said Ar4bi Pacha, 
are now in Cairo waiting to see the said Arabi Pacha, to take 
his instructions for his defence on his trial on the charges afore- 
said, pursuant to and in accordance with the conditions under 
which the said Arabi Pacha was surronded by Sir Garnet 
Wolseley, commanding Her Britannic Majesty’s Army in 
Egypt, to His Highness the Khedive. 

Dated this ninth day of October, 1882, at Shepheard’s 
Hotel, Cairo. 

Eichaed Eve* 

Countersigned, 

Mabk F. Napier, 

Barrister-at-law, 

** Temple, London 

Notwitlfstaixding the notice,” continued Mr, 
Napier, Eid2^ Pacha made no sign. We gave him 
a respite on Tuesday, but the next day we returned 
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to the chai’go. Sii* Eclwartl JIalci now infoniicd ns 
that Riaz had contended that tin' counhtd to be em- 
ployed must bo native E'i'yptiaiis, and not forei'/m'i^, 
and that ho had tolef^raphod to the Foroijrn ( )flieo for 
further instructions. It was somewhat cheerinff, 
however, to learn from 8ir Chaides Wilson tliat Arahi 
had heard of my arrival, and was satisfied with me as 
his counsel. In the evening I drew up a short protest 
and sent it to Sh’ Edward Malot, as 1 thought it 
best to be on the safe side. 

Shepheard’s Hotel, Cairo, 

Sib, October 11, 1882. 

I consider it my imperative clnty, as Oounnel ibr Ariibi 
Pacha, to lodge* %vith you the following protest against the con- 
duct of the prose'iution. 

The following are the most serious causes of complaint; — 

1. That Ariibi Paelia has, since ho was handed ov<‘r by 
tho British to tho Egyptian anthorifios (the date was, f Iwlicvt*, 
the 4th of October), been subjected to strict confinomciit and 
to a course of rigorous inton’ogation. Ho has been denied per- 
mission to communicate freely, or at ail, with his friemls and 
legal assistants. 

2. That notwithshinding the fact that Biaz Paeba was per- 

sonally informed by me on Oetolier 7 that 1 was pn'sent in 
Oairo a.s connsol for tho defoneo, and that T xc{|uired innneiliatc 
afhnissiou to tho prisoner, ho n‘l'us<Ml such admission, and has 
sineo persisted in such refusal. **' 

3. Tliat, having rel'cronce to the publication in tin* Pall 
Mall Gazette of tho .‘5rd October of a statement that Iionl 
Qrauvillo liatl written to say, “ Tliat every roasonablo facility 
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would be afforded the ]3risoners in Egypt and their friends foi' 
obtaining counsel for their defence,’’ no such facility has been 
afforded, but, on the contrary, every obstruction has been 
placed in the way of the prisoners’ Counsel and Solicitor. 

4. That no acknowledgment has been given of a formal 
notice served upon Eidz Pacha (of which I annex a copy), and 
that, so far as I know, the prisoner has not even been informed 
by the Egyi^tian Grovernment of the fact that I am ready and 
anxious to assist him in his defence. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Make F. Napier, 

Counsel for Arabi Pacha. 

Sir Edward Malet, K.C.B., &c. &c. 

^^Next day our anxiety was increased by preva- 
lent rumours in Cairo that Ardbi had Tjeen ill-treated 
in prison. On the 14th October Sir Charles Wilson 
called on me, and brought us the good news that 
English counsel were to be admitted, and that Ardbi 
could be seen. We accordingly drew up one more 
formal application for admission, and took it to Ridz 
Pacha. In the evening Sir Charles Wilson again 
came to see us, but it was only to say that the 
Khedivial Grovernment had repented itself and that 
access was once more denied. Next day we learned 
that the OaKinet was sitting ‘ on us ’ for several hours, 
and preferred, resignation to our assistance. In de- 
spair we once more had recourse to Sir Edward Malet, 

D 2 
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who assured us that the tdal would certainly noi lake 
place till we saw the accused, and that a fair delay 
would be granted us to prepare his defence. It i'. 
thus that matters now stand.*’ 

I at once expressed the heartiest ajiprovid of the 
good work thus done by Messrs. Napier and Evi'. 
The British pluck they had shown had cci’lainly 
offcetually alarmed the Eg}'ptian Grovcrnniont, and 
the inimical glances of the European residents and 
local disciples of Sir Samuel Baker and Kir Julian 
Goldsmid, showed their influence was alre.ady felt in 
Cairo. They had both been very out.s])okon as to 
the Egyptian National cuu.s(‘, and in Egypt it is not 
fashionable to, call a spado a .spado. We agretsl to 
wait -without delay on Sir Edward Malot, and that 
I should next day transfer myself and my belongings 
to Shepheard’s Hotel. 

Wliile waiting for our carriage wo strolled into the 
building which, six months before, sc'rvcd a.s tlu> 
Egyptian House of Commons. By a strange irony 
of fate it was now pri'parod for ihe gala trial of tlu' 
rebel loader. There was a biilliant array of vd vet- 
covered chairs for the .iudges, eoinfoitablc seats and 
green baize boxes for the BOOO spectators, on imposing 
tribune for the Public Prosecutor, and a conspicuous 
platform on which to s{'t Arslbi on high before the 
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people. There was no hind of provision for the 
aecmmnodation of any coimsel for the defence. 
Money had heen spent lavishly in providing Cairo 
with a novel spectacle, but destiny decreed it other- 
wise: — the Egyptian Senate House was never to 
witness the trial of Ar4bi ; it was a year later to see 
the assembling of another Egyptian Parliament, but 
this time under the auspices of England apd Lord 
DufEerin. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE BALCONY AT SHEPIIKVBD’Is HOTEL. 

o 

Actee dusk on tlio evening of the 18th Ortoher U'c 
all three called on Six' Edward Mulct, who lived in 
a handsome villa in tin' Isniuilia sulxurh of Cairo. 
After the fashion of the East, Ids door was guarded l)y 
Tui'kish or Allxauian janissaries in gorg(‘ous co-stuines 

f*l 

of blue and gold, who talked English with consider- 
able fluency. 'jAftcr a few minutes conversation, I 
saw that Sir Edward was heartily tired of the vexata 
qumstio concerning the fate of Arabi. I pleaded at 
some length, and as eloquently as I could, our 
benevolent intentions towards the Egyjxtian Govern- 
ment, and expressed our earnest desire to assi.st the 
course of justice as far as was compatible with tlu' 
duty wo owed to our clients. I urged at the haiuc 
time, very strongly, the cxamjdo sot us,_by the French 

in Tunis. “ Had not the invaders of the Rcg('nc\%” 

. , *1 ” 

1 asked, “invariably assigned European counsel to 
those natives of the country whom they chose to call 
insurgents, and try by court-martial for t)pposing, as 
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far as gim-barrels made out of old gas-pipe enabled 
them to do so, Hbe mission of cmlisation ’ wbich 
inyaded their fatherland? Were not even the 
prisoners involved in the Oued Zerga massacre of last 
year defended by French avocats ? ” “ Could,” I 

added, “ either England or Egypt do less for a man 
who had met us face to face on the battle-field ? ” I 
hoped we loft Sir Edward Malet half convinced, and 
at least somewhat persuaded, that English counsel 
were not quite as dangerous as they were supposed 
to bo by Eogers Bey. 

From Sir Edward Malct’s we returned to Shep- 
hoard’s Hotel, in the Esbeldeh quarter of the city. 
It is nearly the only building in Cairo^I am able to 
accurately describe, and it played an important part 
in the story I am going to tell, as I am sxu*e it has 
done in every event connected with the political his- 
tory of Egypt any time during the last thirty years. 
Shejiiheard’s Hotel consists of a rambling and some- 
what ruinous two-storied mansion on the left-hand 
side of the street leading from the railway station to 
the centre of the city. Its spacious rooms surround 
a quadrangle, -and the garden in which it stands is 
shaded by luxuriant palm-trees and refreshing green 
creepers. A short flight of steps leads you from the 
street into a broad and cool roofed verandah, paved 
with marble, into which the piincipal onti*ance lead- 
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ing to the refreshment-bar and dining-rooms opens. 
Shepheard’s saw its brightest days when Cairo 
was the half-way house for open-handed Anglo-Indian 
travellers, who were ever crossing to and fro between 
Alexandria and Suez, and Suez and Alexandria. It 
was burned down some seventeen years since, but soon 
rose again from its ashes. The original founders of 
Shepheard’s are almost forgotten now; its actual pro- 
prietor, Herr Zech, resides in Europe; but his agents, 
Mr. Crosse and Signor Luigi, minister most efficiently 
to the wants of its guests. The verandah of Shep- 
heard’s Hotel is something more than an ordinary 
lounge or pleasant site of oriental dolce far mente ^ — 
it is an Egy|)tian institution. When we hear in 
London that European opinion in Cairo is deeply 
moved,’’ that European interests are threatened to 
their foundation,” that “ European public opinion 
approves,” or that “ Anglo-Egyptian sensitiveness is 
outraged,’’ we should know that the inmates of the 
balcony at Shepheard’s have spoken. The varied 
forms of easy chair which fill that coolest of cool 
verandahs are intimately connected with the past, 
present, and future of Egypt. Its steps form a rubi- 
con which the clamorous donkey-boys and pedlars in 
the street below hardly dare to cross. Never, I think, 
in the whole history of Shepheard’s, was its balcony 
fuller or more animated than on the night of the 18 th 



THE BALCONY uiT BHEPHEARD'S HOTEL. 


41 


October. The bar within was crowded with junior 
oiScers of the army of occupation, while outside, 
in the short autumn twilight, sat Baker Pacha, who 
had just arrived from Constantinople to control, for 
a time, the bran-new Egyptian army ; Dr. W. H. 
Bussell, the past-master of special correspondence ; 
Mr. Cameron, representative of the Standard ; 
Colonel Synge, the victim of Albanian brigandage, 
and many other men of note and mark. 

There was but one subject of discussion that even- 
ing — ^was Ardbi to have Eiiropean counsel? An 
enormous majority answered loudly in the negative, 
for Ardbihad few friends. The balcony of Shepheard’s 
Hotel almost unanimously vetoed the proposal, and, as 
a matter of course, the telegraphic echo in London 
declared that ‘‘European public opinion in Egypt 
was strongly adverse to any inconvenient innovation 
of the kind.” One of ArdbPs most prominent foes 
in the nightly senate at Shepheard’s was, I remem- 
ber, a Herman military officer attached to the English 
staff, who was particularly conspicuous on account of 
the number of decorations he usually wore. He 
never ceased to-dwell on the absolute necessity of a 
short shrift for our prisoners of war, and more than all 
for Ardbi. I am not sure that his advice on the sub- 
ject was altogether disinterested, but I am rejoiced to 
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say he bet Mr. Eye a sovereign that he would never 
see his client,— and lost it. 

I was glad to make the acquaintance of Mr. 
Cameron of the Standard, who had managed to see 
Egyptian things through purely EngHsh spectacles, 
and was almost the first to dissent from the general 
cry for blood and vengeance. He left Cairo next day 
for Europe, and has since distinguished himself in 
Madagascar and Cliina. I cannot forgot that it was 
Mr. Cameron who spoke to me the only words of en- 
couragement I heard that evening amongst the vari- 

/ 

ous exponents of the haute politique Bgyptiemie 
in the crowded verandah of Shepheard’s Hotgl. 
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CHAPTEE VII. 

PEELIMINABY SKIKMISHES. 

Eaely next morning (October 19th) I prepared to re- 
move from the New Hotel to Shepheard’s. Before 
leaving I had some interesting talk with the under- 
manager, a Swiss, who, while admitting the wonderful 
order maintained at Cairo during the Sixty Days 
War, was particularly bitter against Ardbi. He 
was kind enough to caution me, in case of my client’s 
acquittal, to avoid Alexandria on the return journey, 
as I might otherwise pay the penalty for his misdeeds 
in person. After taking possession of my new 
quarters at Shepheard’s I paid a visit to Mr. 
Moberley Bell, the correspondent of the Times, who 
was also residing there, while Mr. Napier went to the 
Abdin Palace to ascertain the exact circumstances 
attending Ardbiis arrest or surrender. 

After lunch I was .quietly sitting in the famous 
verandah, when a card was brought me. The name 
it bore was thkt of a stranger — “Monsieur Octave 
Borelli ” ; beneath was pencilled in Sir Edward Malet’s 
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handwriting, “to introduce M. Borelli, legal adviser 
at the Ministry of the Interior.’’ Before any of my 
new friends, the correspondents, had noticed my 
absence, I was in conference with the “ counsel on 
the other side.” Monsieur Borelli was one of the 
most charming and agreeable men I ever met. 
He had held high office in the French executive, 
disagreed with the Republican order of ideas, turned 
to Egypt in sheer disgust, and, in four years, attained 
the first legal position in the country. He was 
dehghted to make my acquaintance, knew all about 
my Tunisian differences with M. Roustan, and was 
sure we should manage everything delightfully en 
famille. I very soon realized two most important facts ; 
the first was, that the Egyptian Grovemmont had 
agreed to allow one or more of the political prisoners 
to give us their retainers ; the other, that our Egyptian 
colleague cared very little what terms he agreed to, if 
a public washing of political dirty linen could be 
either entirely avoided or perceptibly curtailed. Ho 
proposed that we should by mutual consent draw up a 
sort of code of procedure. I replied that nothing 
could suit us better. He next suggested that the 
cross-examination of the witnesses should be confined 
to the preliminary examination or instruction, and that 
the evidence should be merely read before the court- 
martial. For strategic reasons I affected to demur. 
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“ But, mon clier said M. BorelH, ^‘you are not 
to be allowed to speak or even allude to politics. 
TMs, I admit, will greatly destroy tbe interest of the 
case, but if you will forego your cross-examination in 
public, I think I might allow a little, very little, 
speech, and permit some faint, very faint, allusion to 
contemporary politics.” I at once closed with the pro- 
posal. We thus gained three considerable advantages, 
viz., admission to the preliminary enquiry or instruc- 
tion, which is forbidden by French law ; a right to 
address the court, and, what was more important, to 
argue from a political point of view. Without know- 
ing it, I had secured terms far in advance of the ideas 
of our own Foreign Office. I afterwards learned that 
by a despatch dated the 13th October, ^ which must 
have arrived in Cairo the day after my conference 
with M. Borelli, Her Majesty’s Grovernment expressed 
an opinion that “no arguments or evidence as to 
political motives or reasons in justification of the 
offence charged should be admitted, but only such as 
go to establish or disprove the charges made.” After 
some further discussion as to the details of our pro- 
posed arrangement, M. Borelli took his leave, pro- 
mising to return later itf the evening after seeing the 
Egyptian ministers, 

T returned to the verandah. “ G-entlemen,” I said 
to the correspondents patiently sitting there in search 
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of the latest intelligence, “I have some nows for 
you. The verdict pronounced hero last night has 
been reversed — Mr. Napier and I are to be allowed to 
defend Arabi.” There was at once a stampede for 
the telegraph office. Even Dr. Russell scampered 
briskly off on a famous donkey in that direction, 
closely pursued by the zealous representative of the 
Central News. I need not say that Messrs Napier 
and Eve on their arrival shared my satisfaction at 
the first-fruits of our joint labours. 

M. Borelli did not return, but I received from him 
a polite letter which was the commencement of an 
agreeable correspondence on his part, which I should 
recommend 'as a model of forensic inter-communica- 
tion. As weUgreed I gradually rose in the scale from 
Momieur to Cher Monsieur, from Cher Monsieur to 
Cher Monsieur et Gonfrdre, from Cher Monsieur et 
Confrere to Bien Cher Ami, and finally from Bien 
Cher Ami to Trks Cher Ami et Confrere; and when we 
disagreed T fell in the scale proportionately to the 
extent of our divergence until I reached the lowest 
depths of M. Borelli prhente ses compliments, &c. 
Here is my first letter, but it loses* its fragrance in 
translation : — • 

Dbae Sie, Cairo, October 

I must beg you to excuse me if, in s|Jite of my efforts to 
keep It, I missed our appointment of last evening. I believe 
that all the difficulties will be surmounted to-day, and as soon as 
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this is accomplished you will see me at your door. I am per- 
suaded that an agreement between us will be an easier matter 
than it is with diplomats. Kindly induce Mr. Napier to accept 
my apologies. 

Faithfully yours> 

• O. Bobelli. 

At the same time I received a note from Sir 
Edward Malet : — 

Deab Me. Bboadlbt, Cairo, October 19th, 1882. 

A considerable step in advance has been made since 
I had the pleasure of seeing you yesterday. I have asked M. 
Borelli to call upon you and talk over the procedure of the court. 
He is legal adviser of the Ministry of the Interior and has been 
engaged in the preliminary investigation. 

* Believe me to be, 

Tom’S truly, / 

Edwavj) B. Malet. 

I notv realized the fact that we were really on the 
eve of the serious defence of the case, and I saw it 
would be a long and very costly business. I was 
convinced that we must take a house, as no native 
would be likely to run the gauntlet of the verandah 
at Shepheard’s, and engage a small army of clerks 
and translators to assist us with the accused, and 
copy the enormous record or dossier which we 
learned that the ingenuity of Borelli Bey and his 
assistants had ccpistructed. I accordingly telegraphed 
to Mr. Blunt for instructions, and this is his charac- 
teristic answer : — 



48 


HOW WE DEFENDED ARABl. 


Broadley, 

Shephoard’s, 

Cairo. 

Home Government pledged to allow your pleading. Accept 
no compromise. Expenses your discretion. Blunt. 

We dined together in mucli better spirits at an 
excellent caf^ in the Esbekieh G-ardens. Later in 
the evening I made the acquaintance of some of our 
most notable opponents. It was difficult to recognise 
in such an eminently mild and amiable man as Eogers 
Bey (once British Consul at Cairo), the executioner of 
Ardbi in the pages of the Egyptian Gazette. We also 
met Mr. Goodall, who advocated the most extreme 
measures with the greatest complacency, and who, I 
since hear, lias done good service during the cholera 
epidemic ; and finally, Mr. PhOip, the editor and 
proprietor of the Egyptim Gazette.) who fought us 
manfully to the very last, declared consistently that 
the punishment was more important than the trial, 
and soon became the inspired exponent of the political 
creed emanating fi^om the verandah of Shepheard’s 
Hotel. Now the fight is over I am the first to wish 
the “ leading local organ ’’ and Mr. Philip every 
possible success. Our talk lasted lon"^ into the night, 
but no one seemed inclined to* surrender his opinion. 

Next morning I again called on Sir Edward Malct. 
He seemed heartily tired of the whole business, and 
said his own attitude in the matter had been 
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thorougHy misunderstood. Some well intentioned 
ladies in England had even written him anonymous 
letters as to the dangers of bloodguiltiness in the 
matter of Arahi, At his suggestion we drove together 
to see Cherif Pacha the Egyptian Premier. As the 
Grovernment offices were closed on account of its 
being Friday, we went to his private house. Cherif 
lives in a magnificent palace which once belonged to 
Ismail Sadyk the Mufettich. The effect of its white 
stone and still whiter marble is perfectly dazzling. 
Cherif received us in a room furnished with sofas 
and hangings after the manner of the East. There is 
a curious resemblance between the shabby old stucco 
palaces in Tunis and the smarter mansions of Cairo. 
In the latter case the gingerbread is gilded still ; in 
the former it has been long since rubbed off. 
Cherif Pacha received me very courteously, listened 
patiently to my reassuring protestations, gave me 
coffee and cigarettes, and promised to facilitate mat- 
ters if possible. Sir Edward Malet saw him alone, but 
I know he energetically supported my pressing request 
' to be allowed access to our clients forthwith. Cherif 
Pacha might easily be mistaken for an European. 
He smokes cigars instead of cigarettes, plays biUiards 
admirably, wears a sapphire ring of extraordinary 
beauty, and claims to be the real head of the Egyp- 
tian National party. In our first interview I avoided 

E 
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all discussion, keeping steadily to the objects of my 
visit— a settlement of the defence question and admit- 
tance to Ardbi’s cell. In the result Cherif Pacha 
promised to communicate •with Borelli Bey. 

Towards noon Mr. Bell kindly accompanied me to 
■visit our most formidable antagonist, Eidz Pacha, 
Minister of the Interior, who was still smarting under 
the effects of Mr. Eve’s notices and protests. Ridz 
lives in a modest house almost under the shadow of 
the citadel, and in the very centre of the native town. 
He received me courteously, but spoke in a peculiarly 
spasmodic manner. I could not discover whether 
this was the result of choleric emotion or asthma. 
He tried vainly to talk about Tunis instead of Egypt. 
He seemed much struck with my account of the man- 
ner the French had managed their trials in Tunis, 
and at last very reluctantly said he should oppose our 
plans no longer, adding that “ he hoped good would 
come of it, which he very much doubted.” When I 
next saw Riaz he was no longer a Minister, and 
Ardbi was on his way to Ceylon. 

In the afternoon I received a note from M, Borelli 
asking Mr. Napier and myself to call on him at his 
house, to confer further on the proposed procod-ure- 
rules. Borelli Bey lives in a villa nearly opposite the 
British Agency, furnished in the most florid style of 
oriental luxury. With the aid of coffee and cigarettes 
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we got through a somewhat dry discussion as to the 
details, which ended in another reference to Cherif 
Pacha. The matter was one of very vital conse- 
quences, as some alterations now proposed wotdd 
have prevented our acquiring the unassailable posi- 
tion I hoped to obtain from a stringent arrangement 
as to our future proceedings. 

M. Borelli was good enough, later in the evening, 
to send us a note as to the charges against our client 
we should have to meet. This document is one of 
great importance. It runs as follows : — 

Ahmed Arabi and others are accused, — 

1st. Of having hoisted the white flag at Alexandria on the 
morning of the 12th July, in violation of the laws of war and 
jus gentium, and at the same time of having withdrawn his troops, 
and caused tlie burning and piUage of the said tovvn. 

2nd. Of having excited the Egyptians to arm against the 
Khedive (a crime provided for by Article 5 of tho Military 
Penal Code and Article 55 of the Ottoman Penal Code). 

3rd. Of having continued the war notwithstanding the news 
of peace (a crime provided for by Article 111 of the Ottoman 
Penal Code). 

4th. Of having excited civil war, and carried devastation, 
ma&saoro, and pillage into Egyptian territory (a crime provided 
for by Articles 56 and 57 of the Ottoman Penal Code). 

In the evening we were introduced by Mr. Scbnitz- 
ler, the agent of Router’s Telegram Company, to tho 
Kiedivial Club^ the favourite resort of the higher 
Egyptian oflBcials. I here first met Sir Charles Wilson, 
who was to take so important a part in the expected trial. 
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Two days had now passed since my arrival, and 
somehow or other our access to Ardbi appeared as far 
off as ever. I had concentrated all my efforts on 
an attempt to score a first success over the procedure 
question, hut we never seemed to pass the goal. 

Very early next morning (21st October) Borelli 
Bey’s clerk brought me a letter, together with a 
neatlyicopied document carefully stitched with green 
silk. I first read the letter : — 

Cairo, October 20th, 1882. 

Mt dbae Me. Beoadley, 

Here is the draft of procedure I am going to submit for 
the acceptance of the Government of His Highness. I beg you 
to inform me if it is in accordance with our verbal* agreement. 
As to the delay of ten days, don’t be frightened, and I beg you 
to accept it. in the first place, they will find it very much too 
long on my side, and in the second, I am sure it is sufficient. 
As a matter of fact the instruction against Arabi has not ter- 
minated, and I will delay its completion for some days to enable 
you to catch us up. A word in reply at once, if you please, to, 

Faithfully yours, 

0. BOEEIiLI. 

I glanced at the carefully-copied draft stitched 
with silk. It contained the very stipulations I had 
contended against, and woidd have ensured the con- 
viction of the prisoners. I 'told M. Borelli’s mes- 
senger that Mr. Napier and I would be with him in 
a few minutes. When we arrived there, during two 
weary hours we fought over again the battle of the 
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procedure. I called once more on Sir Edward Malet, 
who undertook to point out anew to Cherif Pacha the 
justice of my contention with M. Borelli. A third 
day was lost thus. The following morning M. Borelli’s 
messenger came again. This time he brought another 
letter. I cannot forbear quoting it : — 

Cairoj October 21st, 1882. 

My DEAE Colleague and Feiend, 

At last the draft we prepared this morning by common 
consent has been completely ratified by the Groverninent of His 
Highness. I also think we can include Abd-el-Al, Ali Fehmy, 
and Sheikh Abdti in the first batch ; then we will obtain the 
admission of a new element, understanding En^ish and French, 
into the constitution of the Court. 

You seo I have kept my word as to our arrangements this 
morning. I am confident that, as far as you are concerned, 
you will do the same. We must meet at eight 0 / clock. 

Very faithfully yours, 

0. Bokelli. 

An hour afterwards all was finished. Borelli Bey 
on the one side, Mr. Napier and myself on the other, 
signed the following agreement as to the procedure 
we consented to adopt : — 

Rules. 

Article 1. — As soon as the preliminary investigation shall 
have resulted in tKe accusation of one or more persons, notice 
shall be given thorn by the •President of the Commission, inform- 
ing them that their case will be sent before tlio Court Martial. 

Article 2. — Ewy accused has the right to choose as his 
legal adviser a native or foreign lawyer residing in Egypt, at 
the time when the proceedings of the Court Martial commence. 
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In the latter case and before all communication with the 
accused, the adyocate must be approved of by the Egyptian 
Grovernment. 

Each adyocate may have the assistance of a second advocate, 
who shall not also address the Court. 

Article 3. — All the records of the proceedings of the pre- 
liminary enquiry shall be open to the inspection of the advocates 
in the offices of the Commission. 

Article 4. — The advocates shall have the right to produce 
witnesses and cause them to be heard on aU questions relating to 
the case in the preliminary investigation, and may call aU such 
witnesses as they deem necessary, and this in their presence 
and in that of the accused, and whether or not the said 
witnesses have b^^en already heard or not. 

Article 5. — The prosecution and defence may produce as 
valid evidence received before the Commission depositions 
recorded abi’oad before competent autlioiities. 

Article 6. — The advocates are obliged to use all reasonable 
diligence in the proceedings and if their desire to uselessly 
prolong them be manifest, the President of the Commission 
may declare the investigation at an end. 

Article 7. — The proceedings of the defence shall form an 
integral part of the preliminary enquiry, which shall be defi- 
nitely closed either by the agreement of both sides or by order 
of the President, as mentioned in the preceding article. 

Article 8. — The Court Martial may assemble seven days 
after the termination of the preliminary enquiry, and no further 
delay shall be sought for on any pretext. The Court has the 
right to grant fresh delay if urgent necessity arises. 

Article 9. — K'o witness shall appq^r before the Court Martial 
either for the prosecution or the defence or by order of the 
Court. 

Article 10. — The eighth day after the preliminary enquiry 
has terminated, the proceedings of the Court Martial may be 
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opened. The President shaU order that the indictment, examin- 
ation, and all documents produced in the ease shall be read, 
his completed, the President shaU invite the accused or their 
eounse to address the Court. After the defence the delegate of 
le prehminarj enquiry maj answer if he desires it, and in this 
case the accused or their counsel shall have a right to the last 
^ord. Before the termination of the proceedings both parties 
“ay deposit written statements of their case. 

Ai-ticle ll.-The judgment of the Court shall be pro- 
nouneed m open Court. ^ 

Article l2.~The defence shall he free, but the President may 
stop any counsel introducing irrelevant matter or using 

ins“tmg or offensive expressions against the constituted 
Q-utnoritics of the country. 


As soon as the formality of signing was completed 
BorelK Bey very good-naturedly set off in search of 
the order which was to admit us, a few hours later, to 
the presence of Ahmed Arabi. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

AEABI IN PRISON. 

* 

It now became necessary to obtain with as little 
delay as possible the services of clerks, interpreters, 
and servants, and prepare for a prolonged stay in 
Egypt. The task was a difficult one, as the employ- 
ment we offered entailed a sort of social excommuni- 
cation from the court faction now in power against 
those who accepted it. Hasan, one of the Egyptian 
donkey-owners, cared for none of these things. Ho 
loved ArdbJ and his friends, had a hearty and open 
contempt for the Khedivial party, and respected the 
English as victorious invaders and a sure source of 
income. Ever since he began life as a guide his chief 
care was to collect certificates from his European 
patrons. He possesses one from the Prince of Wales, 
whose liberal backshish elevated him at once from 
the lower order of donkey-boys to the higher caste of 
donkey-proprietors, and after whom he gratefully 
named the first member of his stud.' Nevertheless 
Hasan had been a Nationalist, and cried Allah yamti- 
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louoir ”) as 

^ ff°”' ®““ “‘ “"“ li= 

appointed » T °! “ 5'®“°’^ ‘”’>“> 

PP a deputy doaley-man to look after his 

fa^t™’ “““f “ our courier and 

is a T -t f* 

poslr”'^ “ ““ as 

, md can show a stranger Cairo and the 
yramids better than any of his rivals. He enjoyed 
our entoe coniideuce and that of our clients, who Ld 
wholesome dread of Syrians and Copts. I often 

bad passed to the faithful Hasan, who thus once 
esprossed his own political views i 

man ; he do good for Egypt, bi^f Aribi not 
e asan. When Hasan takes donkey to Pyramid 
Hasan thinks how he bring donkey back. Aribi 
brought we aU to Krir-el-Dowar and TeW-Kebir, 
but Ardbi never thought what was to como nert » 

- We engaged as our chief inteipreter aTJaight- 
fo^arf young WeUnnan, Edward Baldwin EvL 
who had recognised Mr. Stanley as a feUowKionntry! 
man m the disserts of the Soudan, spent a time in 
orp Cling tie Red Sea .coast, and returned to Egypt 
wia the Indian Contingent. He did us good service, 
and rommned With us to the last. Mr. Evans is now 
with Hicks Pacha in search of the Mehdi. Wo also 
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managed to engage two Armenian clerks, Najib 
Abcarius and Joseph Kanawaty, both fairly good 
translators and copyists. 

"We also decided to-day to leave the comforts of 
Shepheard’s Hotel, and hire a large flat in a house 
nearly opposite, known as the maison du Mufli, 
and rented by Mr. G-rosse, Herr Zech’s agent. The 
manager of the hotel undertook to cater for our 
wants and find us domestic servants. It is only just 
to them to say that they carried out their agreement 
to the end in the most liberal and satisfactory 
manner. 

I now thought that our preliminary arrangements 
were sufficiently advanced to justify my calling on 
Sir Charles Wilson, who, with his assistants, Lieut.- 
Colonel Stewart and Captain Chermsido, R.E., wore 
living in the handsome mansion of Mr. Alexander Baird, 
and constituted what may be fairly described as the 
Egyptian Tyranny and "Vexation Detective Depart- 
ment. Sir Charles Wilson had already won respect 
and fame as a Consul-General in Asia Minor, and no 
man could have been chosen more fit for the delicate 
functions he now had to discharge. Firm, intelligent, 
courteous, just, and a hater- of all intrigue and 
oppression, he never swerved from the path of strict 
impartiality or shrunk from what he felt to be his 
duty. He quickly understood the position of tho 
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Egyptian prisoners, the power of their enemies, and 
the true nature of the evidence gradually piled up 
against them. The name of Sir Charles Wilson will 
not easily he forgotten in Egypt, and his return 
thither would materially aid the fair start we have 
promised to give her. Colonel Stewart and Captain 
(now Major) Chermside steadily followed the example 
set them by Sir Charles Wilson, and many a wretched 
prisonei’ in the remoter provinces of Egypt owes his 
liberation and life to their painstaking and careful 
investigation. In my first interview I explained to 
Sir Charles Wilson the negociatious which had 
resulted in the adoption of the Procedure Eules, and 
he promised, in case Borelli Bey’s promised order 
duly arrived, to introduce us to AMbi in the 
afternoon 

An hour or two later I received at Shepheard’s a 
brief note from Sir Charles Wilson : — 

Cairo 21. 10. 82. 

Dear Sir, 

Allow me to introduce to you Ar4bi Pacha’s son. 

Truly yours, 

0. W. Wilson. 

A few minutes afterwards, a thin and awkwardly- 
built young man of twt) or three and twenty entered 
my room. His complexion was darker perhaps than 
that of the ordinary Egyptian, and aU intelligence of 
expression was hopelessly marred by the total destrue- 
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tion. of one eye and a cast in the other. I can never 
forget his timid, hnnted look, and for a moment he 
seemed hardly able to speak. I did my best to sot 
him at his ease, and, as neither of our interpreters 
•was at hand, I felt much relieved when I saw ho 
understood the Arabic dialect of Tunis. He told me 
a sad story of the ill-treatment his mother and all his 
father’s family had been subjected to, since the Eng- 
lish had entered Cairo, but more than ever after 
Ardbi’s surrender to the Khedive, an arrangement 
which seems to have acted as a signal for the inau- 
guration of a veritable reign of terror. 

Messrs. Eve and Napier bad hardly joined us, 
when a messenger from Borelli Bey brought the 
following or^^er. , 

To Osman Shabeev BimbIshi, Keeper or the Peison at the 
Daiea Saniya. 

Admit Messrs. Broadley, Eve, and Napier, -witli their inter- 
preter to see Ahmed Arabi whenever they come to the prison. 

(Signed) Rilz, 

Minister of the Literior. 

I at once showed this to Muhamed Ibn Ahmed 
Ardbi, who, even amidst his tears, hailed its arrival as 
an excellent omen. Without any delay, we all three 
started for the building knowm as the Daira Saniya. 

In a shady street leading from the square surround- 
ing the KJiedivial Opera House to thb Ismailia quax'- 
ter, is to be found a vast two-storied mansion, which 
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might coarm^lly for a workhouse, a hospital, 
or even an hotel. A great gateway in the centre 

wt”h r f -“d 

ch It IS built, to the passages which lead to the 
apartments on the ground floor, and the broad deal 
sfaw by which you reach the rooms and corridors 
of the upper story. The chambers on one side of the 
house look into the street with its avenue of. plane 
trees ; the windows of all the other rooms open either 

on the quadrangle or on some back yards. This place 

IS caUed the Daira Saniya because that department 
once utilized it for offices; it has also served in turn 
for a pant hotel, a printing establishment, and a 
epot for theatrical properties and lumber Its 
many rooms, vast extent of white-wAshed walls 
and long corridors certainly fltted it admirably for a 
prison. The Egyptian Government entertained the 
same opinion, took posseMon of it without the con 
sent of the owner, gave it a fre* coat of drab paint 
throughout, grated and nailed up the windows, put 
strong bars and locks on the doors, and caused Artbi 
and about a hundred of his friends to be brought there 
fte day before Mr. Napier amved in Cairo. Opposite 
the entrance, a large hall on the ground floor paved 
with marble, Med one entire side of the quadrangle. 

A ooiporal's guard of British soldiers occupied the 
great gateway and the room immediately adjoining it. 
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On the staircase we met Sir Charles Wilson, The 
corridors were watched bj Egyptian soldiers — all, I 
believe, Tui’ks and Circassians —armed with rifles. 
It was warm weather still, and they wore their white 
summer uniform. Opposite the head of the stairs, a 
door from the passage (which ran the whole length of 
the building) led into a large room used for the meet- 
ings ©f the Commission of Inquiry. The adjacent 
apartment on the right was used as an office ; next to 
it was the cell of Mahmoud Sdmi Pasha, and next 
again that of Ardbi. The corresponding room on the 
other side of the Court was afterwards assigned to 
us to accommodate our translators. On the doors 
were rough labels bearing the inscriptions in Arabic, 
Ahmed Arf'i^i No. 1, Mahmoud Sdmi No, 2, &c. As 
the windows were hermetically closed, the prisoners 
had been almost stifled by the heat. To remedy this 
an iron grating was being fixed for the purposes of 
ventilation over the door of each cell. Ardbi’s was 
in course of erection when we arrived, and we were 
obliged to creep under a ladder amidst a cloud of dust 
and whitewash to enter his room. The apartment in 
which he was confined was about twelve or fourteen 
feet square, and sufficiently lofty. It was lighted by 
two narrow windows looking into the street, but 
partially darkened by the grating *and half-closod 
Venetian shutters. Directly Colonel Wilson became 
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visible, a tall strongly-built man rose from a carpet in 
the comer of the room nearest the window to greet 
him. We were then formally presented to our client. 
At the request of Sir Charles Wilson, Osmdn Effendi, 
the chief gaoler, ordered the guards to bring us a 
small table and some chairs. The sole furniture of 
the room when we arrived was a handsome Shiriz 
rug, a mosquito curtain, a mattress, and some pillows, 
an embroidered prayer-carpet, a Teor&n, and some 
brass and earthenware vessels. I must not be under- 
stood as complaining, for an oriental rarely wants 
more than this. Ardbi wore a pair of undress military 
trowsers, with white shirt and jacket. He sometimes 
changed the latter for a black Stambouli or Turkish 
frock coat. In his hand he held nervoi^sly a small 
rosary, and he did his best to welcome us with as 
good grace as possible. After Sir Charles Wilson had 
left us, I presented him a letter from Mr. Blunt which 
Mr. Napier had brought out. He asked as to allow 
him to read it.* 

While doing so I had an excellent opportunity of 
studying the face of one about whom all Europe had 
heard so much. • In repose, an almost fixed frown and 
knitting of the brows can hardly fail to excite an 
impression of forbidding sullenness, but I soon found 

I 

^ The letter was, I think, almost a duplicate of that sent to him 
hy Mr. Blunt exactly a month before {vide p. 9). 
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out that this was the effect of deep and constant thought 
rather than of moroseness or bad temper. Ardbi’s habit 
of perpetually thinMng has gained him many enemies 
amongst those who judge by first appearances. When 
his countenance lights up with animation, the change 
wrought in his expression is so wonderful that you 
would hardly recognize him as the same man. His eyes 
are full of intelligence, and his smile is peculiarly 
attractive. His complexion is lighter than that of his 
son, but his nose is too flat and his lips too thick to 
allow me to describe him as a handsome man. He is 
considerably over six feet in height, and broad in 
proportion. During his imprisonment his appearance 
was materially changed by the growth of a gi’oy 
beard. A'>fcer the manner of the Felaheen, a blue 
band was tattooed round his wrist, and he rarely, if 
ever, loosened his grasp on a small black rosary he per- 
petually ran through his fingers when talking. The 
cloud of anxiety which seemed to overshadow him at 
first gradually lifted, and before his imprisonment 
was ended he became almost cheerful. 

During the reading of Mr. Blunt’s letter ho fre- 
quently smiled and raised his hand to his forehead in 
token of gratitude and acqTriesconce. This habit of 
Artibi’s when perusing his correspondence always .struck 
me as singularly graceful. His pecliliar courtesy of 
^ manner has rarely failed to impress those with whom 
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he has come in contact. After he had finished 
reading the letter he ashed me to allow him to use a 
pen and ink we had brought with us, to write first of 
all a few lines of thanks to Mr. Blunt and his wife. 
This completed, Mr. Eve suggested to Mm that it 
would be advisable that he should give him a ivritten 
authority to retain Mr. Napier and myself as his 
counsel. He complied with the request at once, and 
affixed his seal to the document. My friend Mr. 
Villiers, the correspondent of the Graphic, took a 
tracing of it afterwards, but the translator at home 
fell into some unaccountable errors, and the following 
extraordinary version must have amused and puzzled 
the British public when it appeared three weeks 
later : — i 

Egyptian Court op Justice, 
22nd October, 1882. 

Verily, I have appointed Mr. Richard Eve, of Aldershot, 
London — Officer KdtiydU and Officer Sanddchand — to take for my 
defence Mr. Broadley, of Long Street, and Hon. Mark Napier, 
son of Officer Campbell — ^both the aforesaid. 

I — Ahmed AeXei. 

I need hardly say it should read : 

I have appointed Mr. Richard Eve, of Aldershot, Solicitor of 
the High Court of Justice, England, to retain for my defence 
Mr. Broadley, of Lincoln’s Inn, and the Honourable Mark 
Napier, of the Inner Temple, &c. 

This formality duly complied with, I asked Ar^bi 
to give us his full confidence and speak unreservedly 
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of his defence. He first observed that at the end of 
the campaign (like many other unsuccessful generals 
had done before him) he had delivered his sword and 
his honour to Greneral Lowe, and had done so in full 
confidence that his former opponents in the field and 
not his political enemies would be the judges of his 
deserts. He had maintained order, observed the usages 
of wars in civilized coirntries, and acted toward his 
prisoners with humanity and kindness. Surely he 
coxdd claim some better treatment from England than 
that which he had received at our hands ? Was not 
our presence there to-day in spite of his enemies a sign 
that he was not altogether wrong ? He had led the 
Egyptians in a struggle for freedom, and had achieved 
partial success, when our arms stopped his progress, 
and the very aspirations of which he was by the will 
of the whole nation the exponent, were wrecked in 
the defeat of Tel-el-Kebir and then hopelessly crushed 
out by the Turkish and Circassian cruelty which had 
followed it. “If you inquire,” said Ardbi, “you will 
discover and be able to prove that all Egypt was with 
me — the Khedivial family — the old men of Mehemet 
Ali’s time, the Ulemas, the army, and the peasants, but 
in the presence of prison, arrest, torture, and threats, 
who will own me now ? Why, I should not be sur- 
prised if my very children denied me to my face 
before the Commission of Inquiry.” Ardbi then 
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gave a circumstantial account of his own troubles 
when in prison,^ and observed that, if he was treated 
thus, what could his more humble followers expect or 
hope for ? He said that the Egyptians were timid by 

He subsequently delivered to me the following written state- 
ment on the subject:— 

To my dear friend and defender, Mr. Broadley. 

“ God give him protection. ^ • 

In reliance on the good intentions of England towards Egypt, I 
myself gave up my sword and my person to the good faith and honour 
of England in surrendering to General Lowe, representative of the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Britannic Army, while there were still in 
Cairo itself 35,000 soldiers, and an equal number in the various 
districts; and I remained with the English soldiers in all honour for 
twenty days — i, e.^ from the night of the 15th of September to the 4th 
of October — and on the 6th of October I was put into the Egyptian 
prison, where I was insulted in a way which cries out a^^iinst the honour 
of England and every Englishman ; for I was searches* by the servants 
and aghas of the Khedive’s palace, and this was repeated four times, 
even to the length of taking off my boots from my feet ; and on the 
night of the 9th of October, at half-past eight o’clock, after I had 
fallen asleep, my door was opened, and about ten or more persons 
entered my room, and one of them said,' ^Ar^bi, do you know me? ’ 
I said ^ No ; who are you, and what do you want from me at such a 
time?* He said, ‘I am Ibrahim Agha, whom you were searching for. 
You dog ! You pig ! ’ and he spat upon me three times, and he 
insulted and abused me in such a manner that I believed he had been 
ordered to kill me 'that night, and he went on in this fashion for 
about eight minutes, and tbeiv went out of my cell. 

“ Conduct such as this could never please the faith and honour of 
England, especially towards me, who gave up myself in trust and 
confidence on the holiour of the English nation. 

Ahmed ArAbi, 

** October 29, 1882 
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nature and weak in physique; they had nerved them- 
selves for the struggle in which they had been so com- 
pletely worsted, and they now felt the bitter reaction 
of despair. Throughout the length and breadth of 
Egjrpt his adherents had been thrown into prison, and 
anybody who knew the country would understand 
the effect of this upon the minds of the people. He 
had himself been interrogated by the Commission, 
but he had little or no control over the evidence 
they recorded. Prom what he saw he feared the 
stoutest-hearted of his followers — such men even as 
Mahmoud Sdmi and Yacoub Sdmi — ^woTild quail under 
the moral and physical torture they endured and the 
abject help?.essness of their present position. As 
regards his pwn conduct, he thought he had a good 
defence, “i divide it,” he said, “into two parts — 
what was done before the 11th July and what hap- 
pened afterwards. At no time could I be fairly 
called a rebel. The Khedive shared our opinion that 
we should return the British fire and the Sultan 
repeatedly expressed his satisfaction at my proceed- 
ings. Afterwards the Khedive became your prisoner, 
and I continued to follow the orders of the Council of 
Ministers sanctioned and supported by the whole 
country, and still approved by the Sultan. If the 
Khedive and the Sultan are my superibrs, I may have 
been your enemy, but I was not a rebel towards them. 
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All that I tell you I hope to be able to prove. I 
fear nothing, as I had no concern with the outbreak 
at Alexandria last June, or the incendiarism which 
followed the bombardment.” 

Ardbi promised that as soon as he could see his son 
he would arrange to give us the papers necessary to 
make good his case. He said that he was anxious to 
place in our hands full instructions for his defence if 
we could obtain him a supply of writing materials, but 
he hoped we should not at the same time forget his 
feUow-prisoners, even if they had been induced to 
incriminate him. All he wanted in prison was a light 
to work by at night, and leave for his servant to 
bring his food direct to him. With a giim smile he 
explained to us the dangers of its passagi through the 
hands of the Circassian sentries, and told us how 
nearly his friend Abd-el-Al had been poisoned at an 
early stage of the National movement. It is hardly to 
be wondered at that Ardbi under these circxunstances 
implored us to use every exertion to obtain the 
placing of an English guard within as well as 
without the prison. After an interview which' lasted 
nearly three hours we left the prison very favour- 
ably impressed -with the conversation and demeanour 
of our celebrated cKent. In passing down the cor- 
ridor between *a file of the Turkish and Circassian 
soldiers on duty we heard a violent kicking at the 
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door of an adjacent cell. I afterwards learned it was 
Toulba Pacha endeavoiiring vainly to attract our atten- 
tion. He had joined his friend Ardbi in telegraphing 
to Mr. Blunt, and, having seen us through the key- 
hole, wished to claim a vested interest in the English 
counsel. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE RECOVERY OF ARAbi’s PAPERS. 

<» 

Next day (Monday, 23rd October) was the great 
Moslem festival of the Konrhan Bair^m. Everybody 
put on their holiday best, all Paehadom seemed fairly 
ablaze with decorations and ribbons, and the streets 
at an early hour were almost impassable by reason of 
the crowd of carriages and passengOa:s. All the Cairene 
world and his wife rushed impetuously tj) do homage 
to the rising sun, after the manner of the ordinary 
Egyptian, and Tewfik Pacha was well nigh wearied 
with flattery and congratulations. Only the British 
guards mai’ching up and down monotonously outside 
the palace served to remind him of the cost at which 
he had propped up his throne, and of the real senti- 
ments of Ms outraged subjects. The private recep- 
tion wMch he held the same day for the benefit of Ms 
male and female relatives who had espoused the 
National cause was hardly calculated to fill Ms mind 
with similar Satisfaction ; and it was somewhat 
embarrassing at the public levde when Ibrahim Agha 
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tutunji, who was accused of maltreating Arabi iu 
prison^ proceeded to band round the amber-moutbed 
chibuks to tbe Foreign Representatiyes. 

As soon as possible Mr. Napier and I went to tbe 
prison to wisb Ardbi tbe usual compliments of tbe day. 
We brought with us a leather despatch-case for bis use 
and an abundant supply of writing materials. Ardbi 
was more cheerful than on the occasion of our previous 
visit, and asked us to convey his compliments to Sir 
Edward Malet, with an expression of regret that ho 
could not offer them personally, as he had done the 
previous year. I explained to him the great importance 
of any documentary evidence he might have to offer 
in his defence, and entreated him to give us a proof of 
his confidence by trusting us implicitly. I dwelt at 
some length on the relations of legal adviser and 
client as we understand them in England, and 
pointed out the imminent danger of any reservations 
on his part. Ardbi seemed convinced by what wo 
said. He merely answered, “ To secure what you 
want I must see my son or my servant Muhamod Ibn 
Ahmed. I have still many papers safe, but a quantity 
have been taken from my house in Cairo and my tent 
at Tel-el-Kebix.’’ 

On leaving him I applied to the chief-gaoler Osmdn 
Shareef bimbashi, but he sternly refused to allow 
either the son or the servant to enter tho cell. This 
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worthy man had himself taken a share in the national 
defence, but his indiscretion was overlooked along with 
the misdoings of most of the Turks and Circassiansj 
for it was hardly possible for Tewfik Pacha, even 
with the assistance of an army of occupation, to put 
all Egypt in arrest. Osmdn Effendi was a sort of 
political thermometer. When the restored Khedive 
seemed omnipotent he was conveniently absent at the 
very hour when the valets and pipe-bearers came to 
work their wicked will ; he treated the prisoners with 
decent civility after our admission as counsel ; he felt 
an active and not altogether disinterested anxiety for 
their welfare when the more serious charges were 
abandoned ; and after the formal trial became abso- 
lutely benevolent and almost patriotic. Tlio very next 
morning I saw him busily engaged in adding the word 
Pacha in very large letters to the labels on the doors 
of their respective cells. Nothing in Egypt is so 
powerful as power. On the whole Osmdn Effendi did 
his duty well, and I was very glad when Sir Charles 
Wilson interfered to prevent his premature promotion 
to the Soudan force as an official recognition of too 
great leniency towards those in his custody. 

In our dilemma we appealed to Sir Edward Malet 
and Sir Charles Wilson, and we did not do this in 
vain. The samS evening Ardbi’s faithful servant, the 
negro half-caste Muhamed Ibn Ahmed, accompanied 
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Sir Charles Wilson and myself to his master’s cell. 
Muhamed respectfully kissed the Pacha’s sleeve, and 
showed him a paper he had brought with him, I did 
not know what it was then, hut I do now. An 
Egyptian princess who had supported warmly the 
now hopeless cause wrote him a letter sealed with her 
signet in which she advised him to place complete 
confidence in Mr. Fapier and myself, and give us all 
the documents he still retained. Ardbi then described 
to his servant the different places in which ho would 
find the papers, and directed him to toll his son to give 
them to us “ without fear or diffidence,” No man I 
met in Egypt deserved more respect than poor 
Muhamed Ibn Ahmed, who has since accompanied 
Ardbi ipto'oxile. He had probably no other property 
in the world than a blue shirt and a ragged cloth coat 
‘ to cover it, but neither threats nor bribes could shake 
his allegiance to his fallen master. It was dark when 
we left the prison, and I asked him with' some anxiety 
when ho thought he could bring me the papers. He 
said it would take him all night to carry out the 
Pacha’s orders, but that he had no doubt he could 
give them to me in the morning. I impressed on him 
the importance of the mission entrusted to him, and 
rejoined Mr. Napier at Shepheard’s. Meanwhile my 
colleagues had been fully occupied. Mr. Eve prepared 
after the fashion of English solicitors formal briefs to 
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deliyer to us on behalf of Ardbi before leaying Cairo 
for England the next day, and Mr. Napier drew up 
from the Bhie Books a clear and succinct narrative of 
events in Egypt during the past two years. I now 
felt the absolute need of a more than ordinarily 
able interpreter to assist us in the case, and one 
who could translate with facility into Arabic as well 
as from it. Such a man must be found if we were to 
present written statements in Arabic to the Court as I 
proposed to do. I at once thought of Mr. David 
Santillana, one of the most accomplished living Arabic 
scholars, who had lost his post of Secretary to the 
Tunisian G-ovemment for a too zealous opposition to 
the earlier stages of French aggression, '^^''hat very 
evening I telegraphed to him at Rome tp come to 
Cairo without delay. 

The festival of the Kourbdn Bairdm was almost 
an eventful day at Cairo, A telegram arrived which 
brought the news of a serious rising in the Soudan 
under the auspices of the Mehdi, I met Dr. Schwein- 
flirth, the celebrated traveller, who took the gloomiest 
view of the new misfortune, and much anxiety pre- 
vailed in the verandah of Shepheard’s Hotel. It was 
extremely fortunate that, no pardonable confusion was 
ever created in the public mind between the cause oi 
the Mehdi and that of Ardbi (as happened to the 
unfortunate Bey of Tunis, who was somehow or othei 
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connected telegraphically with the massacre of the 
mission Flatters), or it might have been fatal to him 
at this critical juncture. 

Next morning early Ardbi’s son and the youth 
Muhamed Ibn Ahmed came to my room. 

Ardbi’s wife, they said, had got the papers, and 
some of the neighbours had frightened her with a 
report that her husband was to be surrendered to the 
tender mercies of the Sultan. Neither of them knew 
where she had gone. If I ever spoke sternly I did then. 
I conjured them both once more to perform at all risks 
what Ardbi had told them to do. They seemed alarmed, 
and promised to make another trial. Two hours later 
they returned in a close carriage. I went across the 
verandah ,to meet them. Ardbi’s son put a large 
bundle into my hands. We retired to our common 
sitting-room. From a cloth, the chief feature of 
which was a yellow ace of clubs on a white ground (1 
retain it still), we extracted a large number of Arabic 
documents of all sorts and sizes. Having dismissed, 
with very hearty thanks, our visitors, Mr. Napier and 
I decided that it would be most prudent to deposit 
those papers in the British Consulate. I took them 
to Sir Edward Malet at once, and ho agreed to what 
I proposed, and at my request allowed Mr. Ardoru 
Beaman, a student-interpreter attachfed to the agency, 
and then doing duty with Sir CharlesWilson, to translate 
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them. Later in the day Sir Charles and myself attended 
at the British Consulate and placed our initials and a 
number on each separate document, finally leaving 
the whole of them in Mr, Beaman’s custody. The 
recovery of these papers caused much excitement at 
Cairo, and, I have since heard, not a little heart- 
burning at Constantinople. 
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CHAPTER X. 

. A DIGRESSION PROM THE BLUE-BOOKS. 

I MUST ask my reader’s pardon if I leave Ardbi for a 
moment busy with his written instructions at the 
Daira Saniya prison, in order to sketch as briefly as 
possible the course of events which brought him 
there. Rightly or wrongly, I think some recapitula- 
tion of this sort necessary to convey an accurate idea 
of the cir'umstances which immediately smroundod 
the disappearance of the national loaders for a time at 
least from the stage of Egyptian politics. History is 
made quickly now-a-days ; and, as facts crowd upon 
each other with astounding and confusing rapidity, 
the memory needs a good deal of assistance to enable 
us to keep up with the pace we were moving at. To 
really understand Ardbi’s position at the time I am 
now describing we must first take a glance at the past. 

To do this a reference to ihe Blue-Books is amply 
sufficient ; for, strange to say, a very excellent 
defence for my oHent could have been compiled from 
their pages alone. The manufacture of Blue-Books is 
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a department of literature which is an essential 
feature of the age of special correspondence and 
quick history-making in which we live. Their aim is 
to disclose as little as possible, to make the rough 
smooth, the crooked straight, and to create pleasant 
impressions of a more or less ambiguous and indis- 
tinct nature. If they could appear at stated times in 
neat yearly volumes they would tell us almost 
nothing at all ; but the stern necessity which compels 
their uncertain publication at intervals allows of 
much truth escaping between the joints. Mr. Sey- 
mour Keay * in his masterly pamphlet, aided only by 
the light of the Blue-Books, has very effectually told 
the truth about Egyptian finance. If he hf(d spoken 
earlier I am inclined to think that the war in Eg3rpt 
would have been averted, and that I should never 
have defended Ardbi. Strange to say, although no 
single contributor to these same Blue-Books regarded 
even with tolerance the aspirations of Egyptian 
Nationalism, a not unfavourable history of its later 
phases (for the cause itself dates back to a time 
before the accession ojP-Tewfik Pacha) can be con- 
structed from them. I have unfortunately no space 
to apply again in detail the crucial tests invented by 
Mr. Keay, but I shall endeavour by the help of these 

* Spoiling the Egyptians. London : 0. Kegan Paul and Oo. 
1882. 
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records to write the brief narrative which I believe to 
be essential to the story I have undertaken to tell. 

The curtain of the official and orthodox version of 
the Egyptian drama draws up somewhat abruptly. 
We hear nothing of the ohcumstances which attended 
an attempt to seize the persons of Arabi and his two 
fellow colonels in February 1881, or the civil and 
military grievances which fostered the growing dis- 
content and gave an increasingly practical shape 
to the National cause. Upon this scene of vacilla- 
tion, double-dealing, tortuous intrigue, and wanton 
tyranny, the Blue-Books are silent. Their history 
begins vdth the military prommciamento of the 9th 
September following. It really seems to have 
amounted^ to little more than a military review, and 
there is nothing to show the soldiers who participated 
in it were even supplied with ammunition. Their 
bearing was certainly neither tumultuous nor dis- 
orderly. Colonel Ardbi presented the popular 
demands, which were three in number : 1st. The 
resignation or dismissal of the Ridz ministry ; 2nd. 
The convocation of a national parliament ; 3rd. The 
raising of the numerical strength of the army to 
18,000, the limit prescribed by law. Ar^bi had in 
anticipation of his action written letters to the French 
and English agents at Cairo setting* forth the causes 
of the demonstrations. The Khedive yielded every- 
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tHng with, a somewhat suspicious alaerity-j and three 
days later Cherif Pacha (the avowed champion of 
Egyptian Nationalism in the last days of Ismail’s 
reign) held his first Cabinet Council with Mahmoud 
S4mi (Ardbi’s future chief) as Minister of War and 
Ismail Pacha Eyoub (Ardbi’s future judge) as head 
of the Department of Public Works. 

The convocation of the old Chamber of Notables 
of 150 members, and the increase of the army, are 
successively decreed. Everything now seemed to be 
going smoothly, but appearances were singularly 
fallacious. Tewfik Pacha, while outwardly supporting 
the Egyptian Nationalists, had really turned his eyes 
expectantly towards his suzerain at Staml^oul. The 
Porte successively proposed military intervention, and 
the sending of an Imperial Commission. England 
and France strongly opposed both. Sir Edward 
Malet sees the Sultan, who deprecates the existence 
of representative institutions in Egypt. On his 
return to Cairo (October 2nd, 1881), Sir Edward 
writes a remarkable despatch showing that he was at 
this time perfectly aware of the existence of Turkish 
intrigues, and detailing the causes of the pronimoia- 
mento of the previous month. He admits the actuality 
of the plot to arrest the three Colonels, the crying 
and continued neglect to carry out promised reforms, 
and the treachery of Ridz in his relations to the 
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officers. Four days later “the trusty Ali Nizami 
Pacha and Fudd Bey, sent to the Khedive hy tho 
Sultan as assistants and advisers,” land at Alexandria.* 
Great Britain and France now determine to send 
ships of war as an antidote. Sir Edward Malet writes 
(October 10th) that the “ rumour causes great agita- 
tion among the natives,” and Cherif tells him clearly 
that such a step will inevitably “ create disturhanoe 
among the whole Arab population, and lead to a 
general revolution^ A compromise is, however, 
arrived at. The Turkish envoys are to return to 
Constantinople, Ardbi is to join his regiment in tho 
interior, and the ships are to quit Egyptian waters. 
Before lealving Cairo, Ardbi visits the English Comp- 
troller, MrV, (now Sir Auckland) Colvin, on whom his 
“ bearing dnd language produced a most favourable 
impression^ ” Since the 11th September, Ardbi seems 
to have become by the tacit vote of his fellow-country- 
men the recognized leader of the “ national cause,” — 
an expression now frequently used on all hands in tho 
despatches, although its very existence has sinco boon 
denounced as an impudent fabrication. 

Once more Egyptian affairs wear a deceptive 
appearance of peace. The new year (1882) ojjons 
with three important events, viz., the opening of the 
Chambers by the Ediodive in a speech replete with a 
* The story of their proceedings is told in a later chapter. 
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Colourless kind of patriotism, the appointment o: 
■^rdbi (still only Colonel Ardbi Bey) as Under-Secro 
tary of State for War, and the presentation of the 
Joint and Identic Note on the part of England and 
5’i‘ance. Lord Granville had unfortunately and 
^-pparently with much reluctance fallen into a traj: 
insidiously laid for him by M. Gambetta, who had 
invented the project in question as a convejiieni 
instrument for the furtherance of French ambition on 
^he banks of the Nile, but who, by a cruel decree oJ 
fate, only lived long enough to see it bear the bitteresi 
cf bitter fruit both for Hitti and for France.* In this 
Jnal note France and England declared emphatically 
tliat they were determined to maintain the order oJ 
things in Egypt and support the Khedive. ^ 

Now comes a long, intricate, and acrimoniouis 
<^scussion as to the new rules for the organisation oi 
the Chamber. On the 11th January, Lord Granville 

^ We must always bear in mind that according to tbe hereditary 
foreign policy of France, .which never undergoes any perceptibh 
change, Egypt is a part of the great empire of the future — Carthag< 
Gauloise. Napoleon III. wrote hopefully of the time when ‘Hh< 
®^J‘ench supremacy, established at the foot of Mount Atlas/' shoulc 
appear to the Arabs an intervention of Providence, and the glory 
France resound from Tunis to the Euphrates.” The popula, 
pamphlet, La EegSneratzon MUitazre Frangaiset assei-ts boldly tha 
Africa belongs to-day to France, and, by the aid of her camels an( 
dromedaries. France p to go to the Soudan, and from Tunis to th< 
while even M. de Frcycinet plainly told Colonel Flatter 
that a French party must be formed in the Soudan. 
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writes or telegraphs that “ Her Majesty’s Govornmciit 
do not wish to commit themselves to a total and per- 
manent exclusion of the Chamber from handling the 
Budget,” but adds that caution must be observed, 
“ regard being had to the peotmiary interests for which 
Ser Majesty's Q-overwment have been acting." He 
asks in conclusion what would be the result if the 
Chamber were to be allowed to deal with the revenues 
not appropriated to the payment of the public debt. 
Sir Edward Malet answers promptly (January 16th), 
by letter or telegraph, that the official salaries not 
regulated by contract would be under the control of 
the Chamber, which might abolish the Land Surwey 
and “ dis't)i,iss many 'Europeans from the Administra- 
tion'^ A ‘iespatch written three days later shows 
that Sultdn Pacha, President of the Chamber (a timid 
patriot of whom I shall often have occasion to speak), 
at this time emphatically and repeatedly declared 
that he was in no way acting under the pressure of 
the military party, but that the course he proposed 
and advocated, i.e., the voting by the Chamber of the 
“ unappropriated ” portion of the Budget, was sanc- 
tioned by the unanimous wish of the country, of 
which he was the true representative and spokesman. 

The situation becomes more and more strained. 
Cherii Pacha seems to feebly hesitate between both 
sides, and on the 8rd February, after receiving a 
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petition from a deputation of the Chamber of Notables, 
the Khedive dismisses the Cabinet over which he pre- 
sided, and called to office a purely National Ministry 
under Mahmoud Pacha Sdmi. The different portfolios 
were distributed thus : — Ali Sadik, Finance ; Ahmed 
Ardbi, War; Mustapha Fehmy, Foreign Affairs; Hasan 
Sherai, Religious Trusts; Mahmoud Fehmy, Public 
Works ; and Abdullah Fikri, Public Instruction. • Not- 
withstanding the opposition of the French and English 
agents “ in support of the pecxmiary interests for 
which they were acting,” the Khedive on the 8th 
February approved the new organic law for the 
Chamber, including the Budget Articles, and on the 
same day Mustapha Fehmy presented a very logical 
and convincing memorandum protesting '^against the 
interference of the foreign Consuls - Greneral in a 
matter of pure internal administration. Almost 
simultaneously the Sultan telegraphs to the Khedive 
that he should “ leave this discussion of the Budget 
to the Chambers.” The new premier addresses to the 
Eihedive a moderate and intelligent programme, and. 
received the next day the following letter in reply ; 
the original of which is now in my possession: — 

4th February, 1882. 

Mt dbae Mahmoud Sami Pacha, 

In accepting tbs task of forming a new Cabinet, with a full 
knowledge of the importance of that mission, you give a fresh 
proof of your devotion and patrioiisra. If I have entrusted you 
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with this duty, it is because 1 am acquainted witli the noble 
sentiments of which you have given so many proofs in the 
various services you have I’endered in the difPerent posts you 
have occupied. I approve your programme and the principles 
which you elaborate in it. They are the very basis of justice, 
and are calculated to maintain and secure order in the country, 
as well as the safety of all those who inhabit it. 

I agree with you that my Government should take the neces- 
sary steps for carrying out judicial and administrative reforms, 
and that it should also promulgate for the Chamber of Deputies 
Organic Laws in accordance with the ideas expressed in your 
programme. 

My Government must also undertake the duty of developing 
as much as possible Public Instruction, Agriculture, Commenic, 
and Industry. In the carrying out of your plans you may 
always count on my sincere and loyal co-opei'ation 

I pray God to crown with success our common efforts for the 
good of tho country, and prosperity of the people ! 

•j. Mehemet Tewfik. 

Poor Mahmoud BkmVs scheme is almost a prophetic 
synopsis of Lord Dufferin’s report, and the two may 
be read instructively side by side. 

Sir Edward Malet now takes leave (March 17th) , and 
things once again assume a peaceful appearance. Mr. 
Cookson is in charge, and on the 20th March he speaks 
of Ardbi as likely to resist Turkish intrigues for the 
restoration of Halim. In April Sir Edward Malet 
returns, and the serenity of the situation is disturbed 
by the Circassian Plot against the life of Ardbi, which 
is treated as genuine, and the existence of which is 
fully admitted by the Khedive, Tewfik who sees groat 
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danger to himself from the same source. In his despatch 
of the 23rd April, Sir Edward describes this “ young 
and amiable prince” as a sort of model constitutional 
sovereign, but observes that “he had been urged to 
place himself at the head of the National movement, a 
course which would have obliged him to get rid of the 
European officials.” The Circassians are tried, and 
in the result simply exiled, the Khedive commuting 
the sentence originally passed upon them. 

On the 14th May, in consequence of some alarming 
rumours, Sir Edward Malet was instructed to see 
Ardbi and inform him that if any violation of the 
peace occurred the whole of Europe, as well as Eng- 
land and France, would hold him personally respon- 
sible, but that if he remained loyal, “his acts 
and person would be favourably regarded.” Ardbi 
answers that he will guarantee public safety, so long 
as the fleets do not come to Alexandria, as it had 
been reported they would. Sir Edward Malet 
accepted Ardbi’s pledge, but he wrote to Lord 
Granville that the political advantage of the arrival 
of the fleet is so great as to override the danger it 
might possibly came to Europeans at Oai/roP It 
was resolved both in Downing Street and the Quai 
D’Orsay (where most fortunately for the peace of 
Europe M. de Freycinet had replaced M. Gambetta), 
to send the fleets to Alexandria, and to give the follow- 
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ing identic instructions to the Consuls-G-eneral at 
Cairo. 

1st. To declare that England and France only interfered to 
re-establish the Khedive’s authority and maintain the status quo 
(hut the Khedive himself professed the most perfect accord with 
the programme of mon cher Mahmoud Si'mii, and that the 
principles of the National cause were tlie very foundation of 
justice itself). 2nd. To advise the Khedive to dismiss the 
Ministry on the first favourable opportrmity. 3rd. To make it 
understood that if all went well (the first two courses of action 
being calculated in a very high degree to produce a precisely 
contrary effect) indulgence would be shown to Anibi and his 
friends. 

Sir Edward Malet acted as he was directed. The 
second joint-note was presented, but Ardbi declined 
self-imposed banishment, and the Ministry at first 
refused to i esign. Some days later (May 25th) they 
surrendered their portfolios on the ground that Tewfik 
Pacha bad accepted the identic-note contrary to their 
unanimous advice. The under-secretaries are directed 
to carry on the current business of their departments. 
Public meetings, however, supported Ardbi, and he 
was reinstated as Minister of War. The fleet arrives 
at Alexandria to accord a moral support to the dual 
note. The Khedive, now apparently without any 
opposition on our part, takes refuge once more in an 
Imperial Ottoman Commission. On the 3rd of June 
Dervesh Pacha and Ahmed Essad, with thoir suite, 
set out from Constantinople. The English Admiral 
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now complains that new fortifications are being con- 
structed at Alexandria, and a representation is made 
to the Sultan, who receives an assurance by telegraph 
from the Khedive that nothing of the kind would be 
done. Ardbi now strongly denies that he used any 
undue influence to promote agitation for his restoration 
to office, and, although Sir Edward Malet contradicts 
this, no kind of evidence to prove it is placed on record. 
Dervesh arrives * (June 7th) and proceeds to Cairo. 

At this time England seems to have placed some 
faith in the efficacy of Turkish intervention, for, on 
the 8th of June, the sovereignty of the Sultan over 
Egypt is very explicitly acknowledged, and we hear 
Musurus Pacha had been assured that “ Epgland was 
desirous of maintaining his Majesty’s righ4 as such.” 
Dervesh Pacha appears to have begun his mission by 
coquetting first with the Klhedive, and then with the 
Nationalists, and to have done little or nothing else. 
We now see, from the despatches, that Omar Pacha 
Loutfi, Ardbi’s ultimate successor and actual Egyptian 
War Minister, was now at Cairo. It is no where 
apparent when he rejoined his post. 

He was certainly in Alexandria on the 11th June 
when a serious riot (since known as the Alexandria 
massacre) broke out. Several Europeans and natives 

c 

^ For some account of the proceedings of the Turkish mission, see 
^OBt, 
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•were killed before the soldiers quelled the tumult. 
The Blue-Books unmistakeablj conyey the impression 
that Omar Loutfi was almost a passive spectator of the 
scene,* and they establish clearly enough that the 
disturbance was planned and not accidental, that there 
was hardly any difference between the conduct of the 
mustaphazin or police and that of the mob, and that 
the troops alone exerted ihemselves to restore order 
and prevent farther outrage. 

Next day a meeting was held at the Palace in 
Cairo. In the presence of the Foreign Representatives 
and the Khedive, Dervesh Pacha and Ardbi enter into 
a solemn joint compact “ on their own responsibility 
to preserve order in Egypt and obey the Khedive, who 
is ‘ mstmchd by our mgmt Sovereign the JPrince of 
the 'Faithful' ” 

The crisis is now approaching. Axdbi never ceases 
to complain of the “ perpetual menace ” of the fleet ; 
while Sir Beauchamp Seymour writes despatch after 
despatch as to the “ perpetual menace ” of the forts. 
Dervesh cynically tells Sir Edward Malet that the 
army is to be concentrated at Alexandria in order 
that “ its resistance, if needed, may be crushed at one 
blow,” and Sir Edward Malet believes him. The 

• “Two derks, the brothers OnoMo, testify that they saw Omar 
Loutfi a few yards from Mr. Cooksoa, when that gentleman was felled 
by a blow from a club, and that, though surrounded either by soldiers 
or police (it is not clear which), he never did anything to assist him. 
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Khedive and Dervesh (June 18th) now go to Alex- 
andria. It is clear something must be done, and 
done quicMj. Lord Grranville proposes that the 
JPorfe should he invited to join the Powers in landing 
troops in Bgypt, but Sir Edward Malet (June 17th.) 
at the eleventh hour counsels an appeal to the much 
abused Rational Party, the very existence of which 
is now denied. The Notables were to be summoned, 
an expression of the wishes of the country was to be 
sought for, and a constitution was to be promised. 
The whole was to produce a union between Notables 
and the Military Party, whose watch-words are 
patriotism and law.*' After much political marching 
and countermarching the Khedive decided (June 17th) 
to form a sort of coalition ministry under Kagheb, an 
old official of his father’s time. The new Cabinet 
comprised Ardbi and one or two other members of 
the defunct Sd,mi cabinet. This step was brought 
about by the influence of G-ermany and Austria; 
but England and France declined to recognise the 
ministers, and Mr. Cartwright (who acted for Sir 
Edward Malet during an attack of fever) was 
instructed only to communicate with the President, 
and then exclusively concerning the preservation of 
the lives of British subjects. In the midst of the 
confusion Khedfve Tewfik now appears as the object 
of a diplomatical tug of war. Dervesh and the 
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Sultan ordered him back to Cairo, Sir Archibald 
ColYin forbade him to quit Alexandria. 

Nothing daunted, the octogenarian President of 
the Coimeil issued (June 20th) a fair and liberal 
programme. All political ofiPences, except partici- 
pation in the eyents of June 11th, wore to be 
amnestied, the Khedive was to rule constitutionally, 
in accordance with Ismail Pacha’s rescript of 
August 28th, 1878 (in other words with the counsel 
and advice of his ministers); nobody was to be 
punished except in virtue of a legal enactment, and the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs should henceforth exclu- 
sively communicate officially with the foreign political 
agents. A week later (July 26th) the Sultan tliinks 
he will sei\d troops. At this time, it must bo remem- 
bered, neither the Khedive nor any of his friends 
even breathed a suspicion of Ardbi’s complicity in the 
June riots, none of the evidence then adduced tended 
in any way to prove it, and he now finally received the 
Grand Cordon of the Mejidieh by the Sultan. Even 
Lord Dufferin, when he went for an explanation to 
the Yildiz Kiosk, was forced to content himself with 
the oracular assurance that “the time would come 
when he would entirely ajjplaud the act.” Towfik 
next addresses to “ mon cher Bdgheh JPaelm ” as 
entire an approval of his programme as ho had 
accorded four months before to “ mon clier Mahmoud 
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8dmi, and on the 10th July Dervesh presents to Mr. 
Cart-wright a really able protest against the threat- 
ening attitude assumed by the British fleet, in which 
he stated that the Khedive would stand or fall with 
his ministry. Three days before (doubtless under the 
influence of Dervesh) Tewfik had himself declared to 
Mr. Col-mi that he could not abandon Egypt when 
attached by a foreign power, and telegraphed to the 
Porte that there was no truth whatever in the reports 
of the forts at Alexandria being further strengthened 
after the receipt of orders to the contrary from Con- 
stantinople. 

The councils held under the presidency of the 
Khedive and Dervesh are not even mentioned, but a 
full account is given of the bombardment. Much 
horror is expressed at the use of futile negociations 
and the white flag » to gain time.” The British 
representatives both at Constantinople and Alexandria 
(where the Khedive has now placed himself under our 
protection) are instructed to insist on the official pro- 
clamation of Ardbi as a rebel. The Sultan “turns the 
conversation,” while the inspired Turkish press boldly * 
asserts, -without fear of contradiction, that “ Turkish 
troops are going to Egypt to protect the native popu- 
lation from the unjust aggression of the stranger,” 
and loudly extols the piety and patriotism of Arabi. 
The Khedive hesitates, but at lasts dismisses Arabi, 



appoints Omer Loutfi in his stead, promises pardon to 
those who return to their allegiance, and finally 
declares Arabi a rebel in a document of an ambiguous 
and unsatisfactory character, which was published 
nearly a fortnight after the bombardment (July 2ith). 
Its opening sentences ran thus : — 

Let all who read this Order know the reasons for which 
Ardbi Pacha lias been dismissed, and for the edification of 
everyhody this is the truth : — 

After a bombardment of six hours our fortifications wore 
destroyed, 400 cannons rendered useless, and most of our 
gunners killed or wounded. Ahmed Aribi Pacha then came to 
the palace of Ramleh to give me the mournful news of the 
destruction of our forts. On his part the English Admiral 
demanded that I should evacuate the forts of El Adjemi, ikc., 
in order that he might occupy tliem with his troops. The 
Council of Ministers, assisted by H.E. Dervesh Pacha, then 
met, and it was decided that the forts could not bo given up 
without the sanction of the Sultan, but that, on the 

contrary, that their garrisons should be reinforced in order to 
oppose the disembarkation of foreign troops. At tho same time 
a telegram was addressed to the Sublime Porte. Arabi Pacha 
then went to the Rosetta G-ate at Alexandria without causing tho 
execution of any military operation, I had him followed by an 
aide-de-camp to remind him to send the reinforcements to tho 
place fixed upon. Arabi Pacha answered him tliat he would 
not send him a single soldier, and went towards Kafr-ol-Dowar, 
leaving the town deprived of its defenders. The following day 
the English troops disembarked at Alexandria, the most important 
point of om* country, and took possession of tho town witlmut a 
single shot being fired, a fact winch would dishonour tho 
Egyptian army if the indelible shame of it did not fall on its 
author— on Arabi Pacha. 
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And so on to the end. In a word, Ardbi was declared 
a rebel because he did not beat the English at 
Alexandria. 

A humorous element pervades to a very great 
extent every phase of oriental affairs. The Blue- 
Books have by no means escaped the infection, and I 
am reluctantly obliged to give up following the Con- 
stantinople despatches of Lord JDufferin. His highly 
diverting description of the eccentricities of the Con- 
ference, of his endeavours to obtain a proclamation 
against Ardbi, and of the negociations which success- 
fully prevented a Turkish army going to Egypt, 
deserve a more popular form than a mere official record. 
Their gentle sarcasm and playful irony is,^owever, 
almost rivalled by the somewhat broader r lerriment 
of a sort of post-dated Court Journal composed by a 
talented junior member of the diplomatic corps— Mr. 
Herald H. Portal — ^which tells us the details of the 
Khedive Tewfik’s mamais quart d'heure at Ramleh 
on the 11th and 12th July, and which appears with 
due solemnity as Inclosure 471 in Blue-Book No. 11 
of 1882. The following extracts will give a faint idea 
of its merits : — 

It was afterwards discovered that the chief baker of the 
Palace went to ArSbi Pacha and informed him that the Khedive 
and his party, thinking that the Egyptian army was suffering 
severely, was highly delighted (en itait rayonnaut), and he 
asked that the troops he told off to attack the palace 

Shortly after Toulba’s departure the Eamleh Palace had been 



suddenly surrounded by cavalxy and infanky, about 400 men in 
all, in the roughest di^ess, many being without even trousers, 
others without coats. The first thought of those in the Palace 
was of the Bedouins who had declared their fidelity in the 
morning; but it was soon discovered that nearly 2,000Z. sterling 
had been distributed among these and other loyalists by Arabi’s 
agents, in order to insure their absence, and that the Khedive 
was consequently left helpless, with his handful of attendants. 
Panic spread in the Palace; the servants became completely 
beside themselves with fear. The Khedive himself showed the 
most complete self-possession and calmness ; he oxchanged his 
slippers for boots and then ordered a rifle to be brought to him, 
Dervesh Pacha followed his example (as to the substitution ot 
slippers for boots ?), declaring, with tears in his eyes, his inten- 
tion of dying at the feet of His Highness. 

««•,,*• 

A Grei oral Council was called in the Palace to consider the 
dangers of']die situation. 

Dervesh Pacha advised that they should escape to Bcnha, 
and go from thence to Suez. 

Otliers were in favour of going to Cairo. But the Khedive 
would not listen to this advice. 

It was finally determined that the most important point was 
to inform the Admiral of the situation, and, if possible, to get 
within reach of the fleet. This state of uncertainty and anxiety 
continued till the next morning, when (July 13) the Bimhoehi 
(Commander) of the troops, Munib Effendi, declared himself to 
be loyal to the Khedive. He was summoned to the presence, 
and His Highness made him a firm and impressive 8i)eeoh, 
which brought tears into his eyes. The other officers of his 
company were called up, and they all swore thoir devotion to 
the Khedive, and kissed His Highness’s hand, and that of 
Dervesh Pacha. 

A distribution of decorations by tlio Klicdivo followed, and 
confidence was greatly restored. 
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Zohrab Bey was then sent to the Admiral, to inform his 
Excellency that His Highness wished to go on board the 
Mahroussa/’ or^ better still, to the Ras-el-Tin Palace, should 
the latter not be destroyed* 

At 1 o’clock Zohrab returned with the ne\YS that the Admiral 
had set a guard at Gabari and the arsenal. Whereupoiij at 2 
o’clock, Tigrane Bey was sent to announce to the Admiral that 
the Khedive would start for the arsenal in an hom\ 

At about 4 o’clock His Highness arrived at the Eas-d-Tin 
Palace, having been met on the road by Sir A. Colvin and Mi\ 
Cartwright, while at the foot of the staircase he was received by 
Admiral Sir Beauchamp Seymour. 

At length (August 9th) Lord Dufferin obtains 
from the Sultan the draft of a proclamation setting 
forth that ^Hhe Ottoman Grovernment considered 
Ar&bi a rebel,” but it docs not appear to have been 
ofl&oially published till the end of the war. Two days 
before the Khedive (now entirely docile) was pleased 
to pronounce an amended anathema on Ardbi, which 
began as follows : — 

To all Egyptians. 

We, the Khedive of Egypt, bring to the knowledge of the 
public that Ahmed Arabi Pacha has committed odious deeds, 
whose consequences to Egypt and its inhabitants are such that 
the Powers are not favourably disposed to Egyptians, and look 
upon them as an uncivilized people. 

These deeds consist in the disobedience of Arabi, and his 
incitations to revolt, and to the intrigues which led to the first 
massacre in Alexandria and the latter events in Tantah and other 
towns, which put* a stop to commerce and agricultiue, and 
especially in his disobedience to the orders of His Imperial 

H 
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Majesty tlie Stiltan,* which were given with a view of causing 
the cessation of the demonstrations which he very wrongly con- 
tinued to make on the fortifications of Alexandria, which have 
resulted in the ruin of those forts and the death of the men in 
them. 

The record of the Blue-Books published prior to the 
trial of Ardbi now almost terminates. Cherif and Ritiz 
(who has returned from his sojourn at Geneva) succeed 
Rdgheb (August 27th), while Omar Loutfi remains 
their colleague at the War Office, as a reward for 
his devotion to the Khedive ; Sir Garnet Wolsoley’s 
orders are declared (August 22nd) to have the same 
force as those of His Highness, and a little later 
(August 28th) the Egyptian Government are required 
by Lord Granville to agree not to execute any 
prisoner-of-war surrendered to them in the course of 
the “military operations” -mthout the consent of 
England. The series concludes with an account of 
the negociations which led to our being allowed to 
defend Ardbi and several of his colleagues who had 
been thus given up to the local authorities. Hero 
the story of the Blue-Books ends. 

The result of their perusal is scarcely edifying, 
when one reflects that they make a page of English 
history. There is no mention of our road to the East 
being menaced, and for a long time nothing is said of 

* THs is in direct contradiction to the IChedive’s own telegram to 
the Snltan on the eve of the bombardment. See p. 93. 
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that obligation “ to restore order,” which seems to be 
the English equiyalent for the mission de dvilisafion 
of French opportunism. Mr. Justin M'Carthy * very 
truly observes that “ not often in history is the real 
and inspiring motive of a war proclaimed in so many 
words by those who carry it on. Not often, indeed, 
is it seen, naked and avowed, even in the minds of its 
promoters themselves.” If anything at all transpires 
from the Blue-Books as to the reasons for our "‘military 
operations” in Egypt, they will be seen to exist only 
in the necessity of the defence of British pecuniary 
interests in that country. These same unwilling wit- 
nesses, I think, make it sufficiently clear to the mind 
of any impartial person that the movement headed by 
Ardbi was the genuine outcome of the national aspira- 
tions of the Egyptians, that complete unisi^ existed 
between public opinion and his proceedings as a 
popular leader, and that, in view of the action of the 
Sultan and the Klhedive, no charge of rebellion or 
high treason could be fairly sustained either against 
Ardbi or his friends. 


* A History of Oar Own Times. London, 1882. VoL i. p. 119. 



CHAPTER XI. 


THE TWO COLONELS. 

Exactly a week after my arriyal in Cairo, we moved 
into our new quarters in the maison du nmfti. Two 
entrances, opening into different streets, admitted of 
a considerable amount of free visiting, and gave much 
trouble to the police agents who were told off to 
watch us. The arcade over which the house was par- 
tially bui?t served as the dormitoiy of the corps of 
Cairo lamplighters, and late in the evening we coidd 
only reach our door by walking over their bodies in 
the dark. Before the arrangement was explained to 
me, I innocently imagined it to be a part of the system 
of espionage, to which we were naturally subjected 
according to the customs of the country, and which 
cost one or two of our clients very dearly. A groat 
room in the centre of the house served as a general 
office for ourselves and our clerks. I once jokingly 
called it the Bweau de la difense natkmale, and this 
was telegraphed to Paris, with the addition that 
60 , 0002 . had been subscribed for its support. 



THE TWO COLONELS. 


101 


The chamber in question was in fonn an irregular 
pentagon, and had once done duty as a fashionable 
gambling-saloon. During the nine weeks we inhabited 
it, it witnessed several curious incidents connected 
with our work, and not a few very agreeable meetings. 
We had not been there a day before the wisdom of 
our change of residence became evident. The paspge 
of the verandah had presented a formidable difficulty 
while we were at Shepheard’s Hotel, but now the 
friends and relatives of the nationalist prisoners began 
to come to us. At first they showed a preference for 
inconveniently early hours in the morning, or the 
gloom of an Egyptian twilight; but they soon 
found out that the presence of our Engli^ troops 
removed all real cause of fear. Ardbi’s son and ser- 
vant for many days told us sad tales of th? persecu- 
tion the family was subjected to in their hiding-place 
in some obscure part of the city. Beshir, a Nubian 
slave of Toulba Pacha’s, came to ask us to defend his 
master, and affixed his seal with becoming gravity to 
a power of attorney. Muhamed P ehmy, a nephew of 
Ali Fehmy Pacha, preferred a similar request on behalf 
of his uncle, as also did a diminutive black-eyed boy of 
fourteen, named Said, whose intelligent face betrayed 
the negro blood which flowed in his veins, on the part 
of his father, Abd-el-Al, whose side he had never left 
during the war, till he surrendered at Damietta, only 
to be sent to a prison in Cairo. At this time, a Cir- 
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cassian miscreant, named Abderrahman Effendi, was 
systematically ill-treating tbe unfortunate relatives of 
tbe fallen “rebels,” and tbe complaints of our visitors 
were, in consequence, almost endless. After a time, 
however, this wanton tyranny died out, for its authors 
commenced to doubt whether the prisoners were, after 
all, quite as defenceless as they imagined. 

We visited Ardbi in prison during the following 
morning (October 25th), and found him busy at work 
with his instructions. He wrote with great rapidity, 
but he frankly said his memory sometimes failed him, 
owing, he supposed, to the excitement he had lately 
gone through. Ardbi was anxious to have a light in 
order tc^work after dark, but our application was 
refused, owing to an alleged attempt having been 
made to introduce petroleum into the prison. For the 
same reason, the jail authorities prevented the pri- 
soners’ servants from giving them their food. The 
matter of light was always a vexed question, and 
till almost the end of our stay in Egypt it was a 
monopoly of the guards, who sold matches to those 
in their custody at a profit of some thousands per 
Gent. 

Ar^bi was very indignant at the petroleum story 
and wrote the following note to Mr. Bell, the corre- 
spondent of the Tmies, as he im%ined it to be 
directed against him, and he desired to publicly con- 



THE TWO COLONELS. 


103 


You have perhaps heard that my servant entered my 
rooms in the prison and left with me a bottle of petroleum in 
order that I might bum the prison. In due justice to mo you 
ought to deny this report, for I never have been allowed to 
see my servant from the date when I was first brought here 
(October 5th). And, besides, why should I burn myself and 
die against the law ? Had I wanted to do such a thing, I could 
have done so when guarded by English soldiers. At the same 
time I must point out to you that had I despaired of my 
innocence being proved, I had plenty of time to have left this 
country and have reached a neigbouring one, or even England, 
the shelter of most fugitives. But I threw myself on the 
honour of the English in Egypt, thinking that I was as safe 
as in entering London. 

Ardbi was greatly pleased at the prospects of our 
also defending Ali Febiny and Abd-el-Al as they had 
all three stood in the foremost rank of tlje National 
movement ever sincQ they had been imp:^soned and 
rescued together as far back as February 1881. He 
wrote a short letter of introduction to each, begging 
his friends to give us their full confidence as he had 
done. 

Later in the day we received a visit from Borelli 
Bey. He hardly seemed in his usual good spirits, and. 
spoke despondently of his overwork and the diffi- 
culties of the trial. Our conversation ended in a 
joint project of compromise, which I subsequently 
communicated to Sir Edward Malet, but which fell 
through for some unknown reason. Things were not 
yet ripe for a settlement of this kind. 
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111 the afternoon we called at the English hospital, 
which had been established by Lady Strangford at 
the large house once rented by Ardbi, and in which 
she was now working indefatigably to alleviate the 
prevalent suffering of our troops. The sight of sol- 
diers’ funerals saddened us day after day ; and a well- 
knowp French artist made one of them the subject of 
hi s picture for the coming salon. The reaction of 
fatigue and privation is often fatal when the excite- 
ment of an advance ceases, and at Cairo disea.so 
seems to have been actually engendered by the 
poisonous liquors sold in the Maltose and Grroek 
canteens which sprang up round each camp. 

On oui entering Cairo Ardbi’s furniture had been 
almost all 'destroyed in search of treasonable papers ; 
the divans and cushions were ripped up, the floors 
were opened, and the ceilings pierced. Lady Strang- 
ford asked for the house, and the Khedive gave it 
her. I never heard how he acquired it himself. 
The airy, lofty rooms (three months before crowded 
with admiring visitors) wore suited admirably to 
their present use, and their careful arrangement loft 
little to desire. It was difficult to conjure up now 
the homely scenes of Ardbi’s domestic life, so well 
described by Lady Glrogory. 

Lady Strangford had, I fear, hoard everything 
unfavourable to Ardbi, and nothing to his credit. 
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A large black cat with a white tail which still 
haunted the rooms in search of their former occupants 
was generally believed to be possessed with a 
malignant spirit. Even the Khedive’s sister had 
told a friend of Lady Strangford that it would be 
providential if ArAbi fell ill and was brought to the 
hospital, so that he might have a cup of coffee 
given him, after the manner of the East. I tried to 
interest Lady Strangford in my client, who next 
day sent her his portrait and a message that nothing 
pleased him better than the present use his old house 
was put to. I did not tell hiTri the anecdote of 
the Khedive’s sister, but he begged me to reassure 
her ladyship as to the excellent qualities of the 
much-abused cat. 

Poor Ardbi had soon to put Lady Strangford’s 
kindness to the proof. A young son fell ill ; no loyal 
native doctor would attend the rebel’s child. Muha- 
med Ibn Ar£bi came to us in his tribulation. The 
matter seemed urgent. Our faithful Hassan ran off in 
search of Dr. Grant Bey. Mr. Napier applied to. 
Lady Strangford’s physician. Dr. Sieveking. Both 
went at once on their errand of mercy. The special 
correspondents favourable to the Palace immediately 
telegraphed the circumstance as a proof of Ardbi’s 
unpopularity; lihose inclined to be lenient towards 
'^■>1 cited it as an example of the cruelty of his 
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enemies. To crown the whole, both doctors com- 
menced a fierce polemical discussion in the British 
Medical Journal as to who should have the honour of 
attending Ardbi’s child, and as to what Ardbi’s child 
was sufiering from. The following paragraph in the 
Times at last settled the question, but entiioly 
destroyed any little romance it could claim to 
possess : — 

ArXei’s Ghild. — The British Medical Journal uudorstands 
that Ardbi’s child, who was recenily reported to be dangerously 
ill, and to whom the Egyptian doctors, for political reasons, 
refused their assistance, was found, when brought for treatment 
to the British doctors, to be suffering from a severe attack of 
itch. 

I trust Lady Strangford’s hospital may long 
flourish in Cairo as a memorial of the brighter side of 
the English occupation. 

Next morning we obtained permission to see our 
three new clients, Ali Fehmy, Abd-el-Al, and Shoikh 
Abdii, although a formal recognition as their advo- 
. cates was not as yet forthcoming. The two former 
occupied adjoining colls in the corridor at right 
angles to Ardbi’s room. Ali Fehmy is a spare, intel- 
ligent looking, dark-complexioned man of about 
forty. His expression is pleasing, and he welcomed 
us very heartily. Ardbi’s letter gave him evident 
pleasure, and he raised it several times to his lips and 
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forehead. He was dressed in a dark grey dressing- 
gown or overcoat with brass military buttons. One 
leg was covered with bandages, and he limped some- 
■^^hat painfully from a wound received at Kassassin. 
The cell in which he was confined exactly resembled 
Ardbi s, only its window looked into the courtyard. 
He readily signed an authority for us to act on his 
behalf; and, as he was, as he confessed, “no penman, 
like Arabi,” he suggested our allowing him the ser- 
vices of one of our clerks to write his instructions 
from dictation. Ali Fehmy was one of the staunchest 
of Aj^bi’s friends. He had married from the ba.v<T» 
of the Khedive Ismail, was once in high favour with 
Tewfik, and commanded the bodyguard^ His wife 
was almost affluent, and they lived in onc/of the most 
beautiful houses in Cairo. He had everything to lose 
and nothing to gain by following in the footsteps of 
Ard,bi. Ali Fehmy said once, “I have only one 
word to say in my defence — am an Egyptian.” 
Before the Commission of Inquiry he neither fawned 
nor quailed. He answered every question firmly, and 
never sought to excuse himself by heaping blame on 
othera. When all was over he went into exile 
without a murmur. In our first interview he said 
more about his brother than himself ; for the former, 
on the simple* accusation of being “ the kin sma n of a 
rebel,” had been cast into a dungeon in Upper 
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Egypt, I mentioned the circumstance to Sir Edward 
Maletj and through his good offices the man was 
at once liberated. 

Abd-el-Al Pacha presented a striking contrast to 
Ali Fehmy. Stout, almost ruddy, and loud of speech, 
he was the personification of a bluff soldier. He 
greeted us almost boisterously, and declared ho feared 
nothing now. But when the first excitement of our 
meeting was over he complained bitterly enough 
of what had happened in the earlier days of his 
imprisonment.’^ I may mention that, although the 

* This declaration was afterwaids given me by Abd-el-Al:— 

‘‘ To Mr. Broadley, the lawyer, my defender in the case to make 
clear my lights. 

‘‘ Since Ism going to tell yon what I have had to suffer from 
the tyranny, fa ieness, and servitude I have had to servo under the 
Khedive tor two years past, I will declare all these things to yon later 
on, when you examine me. Now, I will declaie the blows and insults 
I have suSered in the prison I am now in. 

First of all, two aides-de-camps and cavasses of the Khedive 
came to me, and searched me in an outrageous fashion, and took from 
me papers and the keys of my safe-cupboard, which belongs to me, in 
which is money of my own, and money deposited by ladies in my 
hands. And in this cuphoaid are papers ot the highest impoitanco to 
me in this case. The above-mentioned key is now in the possession 
of the prefect of police, and I beg oi you to ask it from him, and to 
give it to me, that I may get out the necessary papei’s. 

Again, I would toll you that on the night of the 27th of last 
month, at half-past five o’clock (Arabic time) about, there came to 
me Ibrahim Agha, the tutunji of the Khedive, and with him three 
other persons, and he is the only inteimediary for spi ending intrigues 
and sedition* And, after he had entered my room, ho came close up 
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whole story of Ibrahim Agha tutanji was indignantly 
denied at the Palace, Abd-el-Al’s keys were subse- 
quently restored to me on my earnest application. 
Abd-el-il in a white cassock, with a broad gold 
waist-band and a black robe or baaracan, presented 
an almost imposing appearance. 

As the prison authorities declined to lend us 
any more furniture, we were obliged to furnish aU 
our clients with small deal tables and rush-bottomed 
chairs. We were now in daily expectation of 
hearing something definitely from BorelH Bey, but 
to our surprise he made no sign. The papers of the 
case were to us, as yet, only a sealed book. 

Next morning (October 27 th) Osmdn Effendi 
peremptorily declined to admit us to our new clients, 
on the ground that our order was signed by Ismail 
Eyoub Pacha, and not by the Minister of the Interior. 

to me, and said to me, ‘ Abd-el-Al, do you know who I am ? ’ I said, 
‘ I do not.’ He answered, * I am Ibrahim Agha, the tutunji of the 
Khedive.’ Then he approached me, and spat in my face, and hit me 
in the face twice with a pen, and said, ^ Wait 1 you have fallen, you 
sons of dogs ; I will show you ! ’ and then he and those who were 
with him went out from my room. This is what I experienced at the 
hands of Ibrahim Agha, and I declare it to you; and, first, I beg you 
to seek for the key and give it to me, that I may get out the papers 
necessary for my case ; and, secondly, to examine into what I have 
suffered from Ibrahim Agha, for a prisoner awaiting his trial ought 
not to be struck and insulted till after the trial is over. 

October 20, 1882.” “ Abd-el- Al, 
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Everything bore the appearance of storms a-head, and 
I went once more to Six Edward Malet. After what 
I heard from Abd-el- A1 (he told me a long story, wliich 
turned out to be quite true, of an attempt to poison 
him some months before) I felt justified in urging 
very strongly the removal of the Circassian guards 
and the direct delivery of the prisoners’ food. 

On my return to the prison I was greeted by an 
Egyptian (he said he was a Russian subject), and wlxo 
introduced himself to me ct, Hire de confrere, as the 
counsel of Mahmoud S&ni. I omitted to mention 
that a few days before my arrival each prisoner had 
received a notice that he would be tried on a certain 
fixed day — the 15th October — and a request to at 
once select a counsel from a neatly ruled list of 80 
persons. Arabi merely remarked that “ he had hoard 
too much of the trial of Midhat Pacha to fall into a 
similar trap,” but Mahmoud Sdmi, a weaker vessel, 
had yielded, and the “ Russian subject,” a youth of 
18, was his choice. My confrere suggested an imme- 
diate communication of my plan of defence, but I 
thought it best, Kke the Sultan, “ to turn the conver- 
sation.” Subsequent events showed I had acted 
prudently. 

Somewhat later in the day the proper order aiTived 
for our admission, and I paid a first visit to Mr. Blunt’s 
personal acquaintance Shcikli Muhamod Abdii. The 
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label on his cell door described him as “journalji” 
or journalist. At first sight I was a little dis- 
appointed. The ex-editor of the Egyptian official 
journal was a small spare dark-complexioned man 
entirely dressed in white and wearing a white skull 
cap. His eyes were intensely black and piercing, 
and he wore a carefully clipped black beard. The 
only thing in his cell was a brass ewer, a very humble 
mattress, and a horcm. The enthusiasm of the “ three 
Colonels” seemed to be almost wholly wanting in 
Sheikh Abdfi, and even after reading Mr. Blunt’s letter 
to him which we brought with us he seemed to hesitate. 
He was evidently under the influence of the fear of 
despair, which had entered into his soul. It was 
difficult for a moment to recognise in him the patriotic 
writer and the most militant speaker at the meetings 
of the council which ruled in Cairo during the sixty 
days’ war. Sheikh Abdfi reflected long, but he at 
last determined to throw in his lot with the rest. 
The truth soon came out. Sheikh Abdii had not 
escaped the nocturnal visit of the Circassian guards, 
but his account of the incident was couched in 
timorous, half-hearted language.* It took some tune 

* “ With my highest lespects to the Khediye, may God preseive 
ham! 

“ I deolaie that Ihrahim Agha, the tutunji, came to me on the 6th 
ot this month and abused me, and with him weie many of the cavasses 
of the Khedive’s household. They came to seaich me, and after 
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to gain the confidence of Sheikh Abdfi, but when wo 
at last succeeded no one spoke more boldly or gave 
us more trustworthy information. Before leaving his 
cell he begged us to defend also his old chief Ahmed 
Eifdt Bey, who was a good French scholar, and 
could give us very valuable assistance. 

On the following morning I found Art'ibi busy 
with his defence. He suddenly exclaimed, “Vo you 
wish to have a proof that the people of Eg}'pt were 
with me — look here.” He drew mo to the window. 
Through the nailed-up Venetian blinds I saw a 
number of women and children weeping on the 
opposite side of the road. The crowd became daily 
larger and larger till the guard was obliged to disperse 
it. I never saw Ardbi so vexed as he was at this. 

I had obtained permission for Abd-el-Al’s son to pay 
a visit to his father, and their meeting in prison was 
a touching sight. Abd-el-id was much reassured to see 

searching me in the most careM manner, they took from mo three 
Yolnmes — ^two vokmes of the book IM eUFerid on moral science, 
and the first volume of a History of the Middle Ages, translated from 
French into Arabic at the Egyptian Press. And when I asked ibom 
who took away the books — ^where are you taking them to ? and surely 
you are going to take them and deliver them to my house j he 
answered, ‘Have you got a house?’ Then I \\as quiot, and % 
eighteen days I saw neither a book nor a man, till a person belonging 
to the English Governmout came and asked how I was getting on, 
and I asked leave for a Koran to be brought to me, and he gave leave, 
and I was as pleased as if I had been let out of prison. 

“ Muhameb Anotj/* 
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Ids keys again, and lie directed the boy to unlock his 
safe and give me a small box of papers. Accompanied 
by Mr. Macdonald, the Correspondent of the Daily 
News, I drove to the house of Abd-el-ij, a handsome 
stone building on the outskirts of the city. Evident 
signs of the desolation which had befallen its inmates 
were not wanting; the small garden of palms and 
myrtle before it was neglected, and we heard the 
sounds of weeping within. We took coffee in a 
deserted arbour of brick and stucco in the garden, 
and little Said brought out the papers. 

A week has now passed since I saw Ardbi. When 
I entered his cell on the following day he was almost 
in good spirits. I asked if he had finished his work. 
He replied by another query, “ Do you tak^me for a 
steam engine ? ” but he opened his desj)atch-iase, and 
showed me the completed papers, as well as one or 
two letters he had promised to write. He asked 
earnestly for some Arabic newspapers. I hesitated, 
because I knew the nature of their contents. As he 
still pressed me on the subject, I promised compliance. 
He had yet to learn through them a bitter lesson as 
to the instability of human friendship, and the differ- 
ence between feilure and success. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

ABIbi’s WHITTEN INSTEUCTIONS.* 

Unaided by any written memoranda or means of 
reference, and in accordance with his own sugges- 
tion, Ar4bi, in six days, composed a voluminous state- 
ment of his case. He supplemented it afterwards by 
additional notes as they became necessary, and made 
one or two corrections before the time for his trial 

V 

arrived. Considering all the circumstances under 
which t)iese instructions were composed, and the 
effect winch th^ excitement he had gone through had 
unquestionably produced on his memory, Ardbi’s 
brief forms an excellent answer to those who insist 
on treating him as a wholly illiterate military adven- 
turer. 

He begins with an account of the grievances 
which weighed heavily on the Egyptians, and miited 
both the civil and military populations in a general 
league for the common safety. He shows how this 

* The greater portion of this chapter appeai-ed in the Nineteenth 
Century (December 1882), It has been reprinted by the land per- 
mission of the editor, Mr. James Knowles. 
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•anhappy state of things was intensified and made 
worse by a system of vexatious tyranny and intrigue 
which appears to have characterised the Egyptian 
administration prior to the pronumiamento of the 9th 
September. As an example of tho events which 
appear to have been only too common at that time, 
he tells the story of the lady Aisha Hanem, who, on 
an allegation of undue interference by supernatural 
means in the affairs of the Khedivial family, was 
banished either over or under the Eed Sea without 
a hearing or a trial. 

Ardbi thus describes the beginning of the acute 
stage of the National movement : — 

Immediately the better class and educated Egyptians became 
aware of these matters they all assembled in Cairo nlid held a 
meeting, at which it was decided that, to improve the then exist** 
ing state of affairs, a council (Chamber of Deputies) should be 
appointed to watch over and preserve the lives, property, and 
X'ights of the Egyptian people, and to create just laws, according 
equal treatment and rights to every one. Petitions were signed 
on all sides praying that Cherif Pacha might be appointed Prime 
Minister, on the proposal of Sultan Pacha, acting in the name of 
the nation, and T, being favourably known to the people, was 
asked to represent them and pray for reforms. 

On the 9th of September, 1881, I wTote to the Minister of 
War informing him that the troops intended presenting them- 
selves at tho Abdin Palace to demand justice for themselves and 
their families, and on that afternoon (Friday), at three o’clock, 
tho troops assembled there in perfect order. Previous to the 
meeting I wrote to tte representatives of the Foreign Powers, 

i2 
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assuring them that their subjects had nothing whatever to fear 
on account of the demonstration being held, and that everything 
would be conducted in a perfectly orderly way. I further in- 
formed them that it was our intention to ask His Highness to 
grant constitutional rights to the country. 

Mr. Cookson, Her Majesty’s Consul at Alexandria, was then 
in Cairo, and intervened for us with the Khedive, who heard 
our complaints and granted all our demands, declaring that 
they were just and legal, and afterwards gave orders for the 
appointment of Oherif Pacha as Prime Minister. The troo])s 
hereupon retired crying, Long live the Khedive I ” 

When Cherif Pacha hesitated about accepting the post 
offered to him, petitions supported by 4,000 seals were pre- 
sented to him, begging him to save the country from tyranny 
and slavery, and to rid it of the existing Ministry, which had 
squandered seventeen millions of the public money instead of 
using It to pay the just debts of the country. Amongst other 
things tliQy had discharged almost every native from the ser- 
vice, though their pay was small, and had given all responsible 
posts to Europeans, indifferent to the laws of right or wrong. 

• . • • • . 

He next sketches briefly the events -which led to 
the accession to power of the Mahmoud Sdmi Ministry 
on the Budget question four months later, concern- 
ing which he only makes the following trite observa- 
tion: — 

I will not hero enter on the question of the Budget, for it is 
too well blown. The Egyptians never sought to interfere with 
that portion pledged for Egypt’s debts : they only asked to control 
the remaiader. The whole nation demanded this. Could such 
a demehe condemned if it concerned any other nation than Egypt? 
It was only one of the great grievances under which the Egyptian 
people groaned, and was felt alike by the army and the whole 
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Ho then comes to the time of the Circassian 
Plot:— 

The Circassians were sentenced to exile in the Soudan. 
Knowing that the climate there would be most trying to men 
born in a cold country, and would possibly be fatal to them,* I 
asked my friends to assist me in pleading with the Khedive, to 
send the condemned men back to their own country, for I have 
always made every effort to save the lives of people who have 
even threatened my own. 

All my friends agreed with me, and we wrote a petition to 
His Highness, which must still exist, asking him to accept our 
intervention, and to treat these people mercifully. 

Ardbi thus describes the cause which, in his 
opinion, led directly to the events which ended in 
the war : — 

On the night just before alluded to, the Prime Minister and 
myself were invited to a party at the house of Omar B6y Eahmi, 
when a messenger arrived to say that the English and French 
Oonsuls-General were at the house of the Prime Minister, wait- 
ing for an interview with him. On arriving at his house, he 
was informed by the Consuls that the life of the Khedive, and 
the lives of Europeans, were in danger. He hastened to reassure 
them, and to state that he was responsible for public order, but 
at the same time inquired their reason for supposing any danger. 
They replied that His Highness was their authoriiy, and he 
had been threatened by Mahmoud Pacha Sami, and that his life 


* An extraordinary mistake in punctuation made this sentence, as 
originally published, read very differently. The transposition of the 
full stop and comma caused Arabi to appear as saying, ‘^The Circas- 
sians were sentenced to exile in the Soudan, knowing that the climate 
there would be most trying to men born in a cold country, and would 
possibly be fatal to them ! ” 
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and the lives of Europeans, were in danger. The truth of this 
assertion by the Khedive was denied by Mahmoud Pacha Sdmi ; 
and he stated that his conversation with the Khedive had reference 
only to the Circassian exiles. 

I say truly that tliis invention of the Khedive’s is the 
immediate cause of the evils which have befallen Egypt. 

He thus continues : — 

It was now that the English and French Consuls demanded 
the dismissal of Mahmoud Sami Pacha’s Ministry, and also that 
I should be banished from the comitry, whilst Ali Fehmy and 
Abd-el-Al Pachas were to be sent into the provinces. The 
Home Office, to whom the request was made, rejected the pro- 
posal as interfering with the liberty of the people. 

A meeting having been called at Cairo to decide upon the 
question, it was at once determined to urge the rejection of every 
proposal of the kind \ and when this news reached the provinces 
all the Notables and rich men came to Cairo at once and con- 
firmed thi^ decision. They also gave to me documents signed by 
them, and \)eai’ing the seals of all the Members of the Courts, 
Ulemas, merchants, Notables, &c., in support of our action. In 
addition to this, a declaration was made by the Ulemas, that, in 
accordance with principles of the religious law, the Khedive, if 
he thus acted, could no longer be rightfully regarded as the ruler 
of the country. Some of these papers are in my possession and 
some in that of Mahmoud Simi Pacha. The Khedive, however, 
accepted the proposals, contrary to the decision of the Council, 
upon which the Ministry resigned (May 26). 

.••••• 

On the morning after the resignation of the Ministry I was 
■visited at my house by the Consuls of Eussia, Germany, and 
Italy, who asked me if Europeans were safe, and begged me to 
give my word of honour to this effect. I replied that, having 
resigned office, I was no longer responsible for the safely of the 
public, and consequently could not comply with their request. 
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On being pressed by them, liowevGr, and knowing that the 
army would do nothing to disgrace their profession and that 
civilians would follow their example in keeping the peace, I 
gave my word that I would watch over Europeans in Egypt, 
and would guard their interests as my own. 

The same night the Members of the Chamber of Notables 
assembled at the house of Sultan Pacha, and I was invited to 
attend (May 27). All requested me to maintain order, and there 
were present.many of tho Ulemas and judges of Egypt. 

I gave them to understand that I had resigned office, and 
could no longer be responsible for the public safety. Sultan 
Pacha and Suleiman Pacha Abaza, replying for the members, 
said that they had appointed me, and would not accept my 
resignation, adding that they would go to the Khedive and 
request him to reinstate me in my former position. The same 
night a discussion took place as to the past and present state of 
the country, &o., and all agreed that the Khedive ought to be 
dethroned if he persisted in the course of action he had adopted. 
Next morning the President of the Chamber of Nc tables and 
Suleiman Pacha Abaza came to my house, and the latter 
delivered to me an order from the Khedive to assume office 
again. I thanked His Higlmess, who received me very 
cordially. 

I immediately resumed my duties, and no disturbance what- 
ever took place during the twenty days after the collapse of the 
Ministry, though Cairo was full of Bedouins. 

It was now (June 8) that Dervesh Pacha arrived from 
Constantinople, and, having made an inquiry into the conduct of 
the army, declared that it had always been obedient, and had 
maintained public order, and that there w’as no blame attached 
to it. Thereupon he asked the Sultan for about two hundred 
decorations for officer’s and civilians, and for myself he 
demanded the Medjidieh ” of the first class. 

Everything wenf well until the unfortunate massacre in 
Alexandria took place on the 11th of June. 
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Yacoub Pacha Sami was at once sent down to Alexandria to 
inquire into the matter, and he was followed by two regiments 
of infantry and some artillery, in order to secure public safety 
both in and out of the town. The Khedive himself told me 
afterwards that the affair originated between a Maltese and a 
donkey-boy, and that the crowd which assembled was fired upon 
from the windows of the houses in the neigbourhood. I then 
wrote to Tdcoub Pacha, and instructed him to examine closely 
into the case, and to use all his energy to find the man who had 
been the cause of the dire event. 

Eagheb Pacha now becomes Prime Minister. 
Ardbi continues : — 

Before the Eagheb Ministry had come into office, the fortifi- 
cations of the countrj^ were attended to as usual, but at this time 
orders were given by the Khedive, under instructions from 
Constantinople, to cease working at them, stating that tho 
secretarj^of the English Embassy had informed the Sultan that 
he considered the fortifications threatening to the British fleet, 
and unless we abstained from further work the fleet would 
bombard the town. 

We wondered that it did not strike them as being threaten- 
ing to this country that a foreign fleet should be menacing 
Egypt, but tho works were stopped, and the Khedive reported 
accordingly to Constantinople. 

After the formation of the new Ministry, and on the 4th of 
July, my decoration, with a firman by His Majesty tho Sultan, 
arrived from Constantinople, and with his own hands the 
Khedive presented them to me, and expressed his satisfaction 
and gratitude for my faithful services and attention to my duties. 
I warmly thanked His Highness, and also telegraphed to Con- 
stantinople, thanking the Sultan for his high consideration, I 
was favoured with a telegraphic reply expressing His Majesty’s 
satisfaction with my good conduct and fidelity to the service. 



ABlBrS WHITTEN INBTIIUGTIONS. 


121 


After I received my decoration Dervesh Pacha invited mo to 
go to Constantinople to live with His Majcsiy the Sultan and 
with other friends. I gave the same reply as given to the 
French Consul — namely, that the people would not permit me 
to go ; and, as they wore warmly attached to me, I could not 
desert them. Dervesh Pacha also spoke to Eagheb Pacha, the 
Prime Minister, on the same subject, and in reply he informed 
him that it was absolutely impossible for me to leave the country, 
seeing that I had taken up the cause of the natives, and had 
their rights, liberty, and prosperity at heart; also, how that my 
sole object was to procure just laws, for natives and Europeans 
alike, and to gain for my countrymen a reformed and just 
government. 

• •••.. 

I now feel it a duty to Egypt and myself to clearly state at 
this point my relations with His Majesty the Sultan, during the 
recent events in this country. They began in this wise. 

Taldt Pacha^ the Circassian, was sent in Novei^ber, 1881, 
on a mission to Constantinople on the part of the Kbedive. He 
was instructed to represent to the Turkish Ministers ind to the 
Sultan that Egypt was in a state of rebellion, that it was proposed 
to form an Arabian Empire, and that Ahmed Arabi and the 
British Government had come to an agreement upon that point. 
These rumours, spread by Taldt Pacha, began to gain ground 
at Constantinople — we had no special agent there to contradict 
these falsehoods. I was therefore obliged to have recourse to 
the learned and pious Sheikh Muhamed Zaffer, the Sultan’s 
confidant and spiritual adviser, whom I knew by fame, although 
I had never met him personally. I wrote to him, through Ali 
E%heh, contradicting all the projects which had been attributed 
to us, and requesting him to explain to His Majesty the loyalty 
of my feelings, and my strong attachment to the fundamental 
principles of our sacred law, which make it a duty to obey the 
Ameer El Moumeneen (Commander of the Faithful). 



122 


now WE DEFENDED ARABL 


The Sheikh was pleased to answer through Ali R&gheb 
aforementioned; his letter, written in the Turkish language, 
stated that he had laid before His Majesty the contents of my 
communication, that the Sultan was satisfied with my loyalty, 
and commanded me to persevere in my obedience ; but added 
that His Majesty desired me to defend the country at all costs 
from invasion, lest it should share the fate of Tunis, and that he 
cared neither for Ismail, Hdlim, or Tewfik, but for the man who 
should carry out his instructions. So, also, wrote Ahmed Ratib 
Pacha, with whom I had a long personal conference when he 
was" in Egypt, and whose letter came along with that of 
Muhamed Zafier. 

Shereef Ahmed Essdd, who came to Cairo with Dervosli 
Pacha, also concurred in these injunctions, and took charge of a 
petition to the Sultan on our behalf. He also wrote me, later 
on, a letter in a similar strain. 

During the early part of the hostilities I telegraphed several 
times to (Constantinople. About the beginning of August, I 
telegraphed to Bessim Bey, one of the Sultan’s chamberlains, 
stating wb A had taken place during the hostilities, and sub^ 
mitting tlut the war was a legitimate and a legal one, that the 
Khedive had gone to the enemy, and was therefore in exactly 
the same position as the Bey of Tunis, 

On the 12th of Ramadan, 1299 ’(August 6, 1882), I 
telegraphed to Bessim Bey, stating that Dervesh Pacha, instead 
of advising the Khedive to remain with his people, had allowed 
him to join the enemy, and that the town of Alexandria had 
been delivered to the British Admiral. 

When the news reached me that the Porte proposed sending 
troops to Egypt, knowing that this would be injurious to the 
Egyptians, I telegraphed on the 8th of Ramadan (August 2, 
1882), to Bessim Bey, stating that Egypt was sufficiently px*o- 
vided with men, arms, and ammunition, to defend the country, 
and protect the Sultan’s rights ; and that weVere unanimous in 
our decision to stand by those rights. 
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Never, during those negotiations or afterwards, up to the 
present time, has the Porte disapproved of our doings. The 
Sultan has, both by act and letter, often approved them. How 
can I then be a rebel ? Is not the Sultan admitted by JEnglish- 
men to be sovereign of Egypt ? 

Ardbi now gives a short account of the War: — 

The famous nation, the friend of humanity, the nation which 
emancipates the slave, and respects the laws of right and wrong, 
declares war against a poor country, the sole offence of which was 
to resist their ruler when he ceased to respect the rights and laws 
of his people ! In this war her sons have shed their blood use- 
lessly in fighting that very country which was Egypt’s solo hope, 
and to which she looked for the redress of the wrongs and injustice 
inflicted upon her children. This treatment we are unable to 
understand, for the English people are known to be just and 
merciful. 

On the 10th of July Sir Beauchamp Seymour wrote to the 
commandant stating that guns were being mounted in two of 
the forts, and that unless the arming of the forts were discon- 
tinued at once he would bombard the forts next morning and 
would raze them to the ground. 

Upon this a Cabinet Council was held at the Eas-el-Tin Palace, 
It met about 11 a.m. on the 10th of July. It was presided over 
by the Khedive in person, and the following personages were 
present, viz., Dervesh Pacha and Kadri Bey, the Sultan’s envoys, 
Edgheb Pacha, Ahmed Eeshid Pacha, Abderrahman Bey Euchdi, 
Suleimdn Pacha Abaza, Hasan Pacha Slierai, Mahmoud Pacha 
Pehmy, Ismail Pacha Hakki, Marashli Pacha, Eeouf Pacha,* 
Muhamed Pacha Said, Kassim Pacha, Ibrahim Pacha Ferik. I 
was also there as Minister of War. The Khedive took notes of 


* Afterwards President of the Court Martial which tried Ardbi 
for rebellion. 
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the opinions of the members in his own handwriting. It was 
first of all decided to send a deputation to the Admiral, consisting 
of the Ministers of Finance and the Interior, a naval officer, and 
one Dekran Bey, to inform the Admiral that no new guns were 
being mounted in the forts, and to tell him that he was at liberty 
to send one of his officers, if he desired it, to test the truth of this 
statement. 

The deputation came back with the intelligence that the 
Admiral insisted on the disarmament of the fort. 

The Council again mot at 3 p.m. and sat for an hour and a 
hal£ After a long discussion on the subject of the Admiral’s 
demand, it was agreed that it would be altogether shameful and 
dishonourable to remove the guns. We had been always par- 
ticularly careful to avoid fighting with any power, and especially 
with England, but in this case we decided to do it in defence^ but 
not before the English fleet had first thrown five or six shells at 
-‘us.^ The Khedive now shewed apparently great energy and 


*■ I obtained from one of my clients an authentic copy of the 
Khedive’s resolution to declare war against England. It runs as 
follows 

The communications and letters of the Admiral of the British 
sq^uadron state substantially that eight guns have been placed in the 
El-Silsileh, Oaid Bey, and Saleh forts subsequent to the cessation of 
the works of defence; that this act is considered as a threat to the 
British fleet; that, in consequence, the Admiral requests the Egyptian 
Government to authorise him to dismount the guns in Eas-el-Tin 
- fort and on the southern side of the Eastern harbour, and that in the 
event of refusal on the part of the Government he would bombard the 
forts at sunrise on Tuesday the 11th of July. 

The Council, after due deliberation, decides that the El-Silsileh 
and Caid Bey forts and the guns placed in the eastern harbour cannot 
constitute any threat for the vessels which are in the western harbour; 
that, after the order of His Majesty the Sultan^ and contrary to what 
is alleged, no new guns have been placed in position, neither have any 
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courage, and repeatedly said tliat should the war take place ho 
would himself carry a rifle and be to the front with the troops. 
The Khedive and Dexwesh Pacha both telegraphed to the 
Porte that resistance had been decided on. After dusk the 
Khedive, with Dervesh Pacha and all his family, went to 
Eamleh. 

Next moi’iiing at the appointed hour a shot was fired from 
the fleet, which was followed by fifteen others. Then we decided 
to reply, and so the war began. The bombardment lasted with- 
out interruption for ten hours and a half, and until most of ^the 
forts were wholly or partially destroyed. A portion of the 
Eas-el-Tin Palace was demolished, besides several other houses 
in the town, and particularly those near the railway station, 
which lies in a line with Fort Demas, where my staff and I 
were. The shells came over the fort and into tlxe station. 

During the bombardment, messages were continually sent to 
us by the Khedive and Dervesh Pacha, through Miiheddin 
Bffendi, encouraging us to defend the place, offering^ us many 
congratulations, and exhorting the gunners at the forts to do 
their best, which they did, with gmis which were, as it turned 
out, no match for those of the English. 


warlike preparations been made, and the requirements of the Admiral 
are contrary to the laws of public international right. 

“ Nevertheless, in order to preserve the good relations which exist 
between the Khedive and the great British Empire, and to give a 
manifest proof of the good intentions of the Egyptian Government 
towards it, the Council decides on dismounting three guns in the forts 
in which work may have been undertaken. The Admiral can have 
these three guns dismounted in one fort or one gun in three different 
forts. 

“ The President of the Council of the Ministers is requested to 
write to the Admiral in this sense. If he refuses and persists in his 
intention to bombard^ the forts, these must not answer till after the 
fifth shot has been fired ;they will then renlv to tbp fivp onri cir^A 
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We were miicli astonished afterwards to see the Khedive 
at the Ramleh Palace, where he remained as if no war was 
taking place between his Government and the English. After 
the bombardment was over, I went myself to Kamleh about sun- 
set, taking with me the Council, and informed the Khedive of 
what had taken place on that day, and he cordially thanked the 
soldiers for their steady and energetic behaviour, I also asked 
His Highness for instructions relating to the forts which were 
still standing. A Council was held, attended by His Highness, 
Dervesh Pacha, Toulba Pacha, some of the other Ministers, and 
Ismail Hakki Pacha, to decide what course to take after all the 
forts were destroyed, and whether the war should be carried on 
or not. It was agreed should the English again Jire^ a flag 
of truce should he hoisted to prevent further damage^ and to open 
communications for peace. Toulba Pacha was to be sent next 
morning to Admiral Seymour to imform him that the Egyptian 
Government had nothing against England and did not wish for 
war, even, supposing that we were strong enough to oppose her, 
I gave instructions for the forts to hoist flags of truce, and then 
went to Bab-el-Sherki for the night. 

Next morning (the 12th July), about two hours after sunrise, 
the ships resumed bombardment on the town. The white flags 
were immediately hoisted on the forts, but the firing continued 
until they had thrown twenty-five to thirty shells, Toulba Pacha 
then went in a boat to see the Admiral, and was received by one 
of the officers. He informed the Admiral of the Khedive’s 
submission, &o., and was told that the Admiral requix’ed three 
forts to be occupied by British troops, viz., Adgemi, Fort Meks, 
and Port Arab, and requested that the Khedive should give 
orders to this effect by thi'ee o’clock p.m , failing which the 
firing would recommence and the forts would bo taken by force. 

Toulba hurried to Ramleh, and I followed him with tho Prime 
Minister, We had only an hour and a half in which to decide, 
tlierefore a Council was held at half-past two p.m. under the 
presidency of the Khedive and Dervesh Pacha, there being also 
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present Kadri Bey, Eaglieb Paelia, Eeshid, I&maxl Hakki, Abii 
Gebal, Toulba Pacha, and myself. The decision arrived at was 
that, as the Khedive had no right to cede Ottoman territory to 
a foreign power, it was necessary to communicate with Constan- 
tinople. In the meantime Toulba was sent again to the admiral, 
but did not arrive at ’'the beach until the time was up, and was 
told that an officer had waited until the appointed hour, and, 
not receiving tho Khedive’s reply, had returned on board. At 
the Council the Khedive gave orders for our troops to occupy Fort 
Adgemi^ and resist the landing of British troops. I explained to 
His Highness that the infantry could not go, as tho place was 
too exposed to the fire of the ships, and besides that it was liable 
to be cut off from Alexandria. The Khedive was in appearance 
very angry, and said, Why do you call yourselves soldiers if 
you cannot prevent the landing of an enemy in our country ? ” 

• • • • • • • 

ArdTbij after going to the house of Rdgheh Pacha, 
returned to Ramleh. He thus describes what 

■t 

follows : — 

After remaining at Eagheb’s house for about an hour we 
were summoned by the Khedive, and went together to Eamleh 
Palace, and His Highness asked me why four regiments of 
infantry had come to Eamleh. Being ignorant of the cause, I 
replied I thought it must be for the purpose of strengthening 
the guards at the Palace. He replied that the guards were 
quite sufficient, and ordered the infantry to attend to other more 
important duties. I went out and inquired of the officer in 
charge how they had come there and by whose order, and he 
repliedthatthecommander of his regiment, Suleimdn Bey Sami, 
had given the order I then gave instructions for them to join 
the troops, and left myself for Alexandria. 

On approaching the waterworks I met with a large crowd of 
people, including s<>me soldiers, all marching towards the 
Mahmoudieh Canal, in a pitiful state — women and children 
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and walked with them as far as Bab-el-Sherki, where I found 
Aid Bej, who informed me that the flight was caused by the 
fear of another bombardment. The few people who were left in 
the town now commenced to fly, together with many of the 
soldiers, with their wives and families, all in great disorder. 
Aid Bey told me he had sent for his men to prevent the exodus, 
and I myself stood in the gateway and stopped the passage of 
troops retreating. They told me that Suleiman Bey Sami with a 
body of troops had become wild with I’age and intended to burn 
the town. I immediately sent for him, and he came accompanied 
by a body of irregulars, I asked him if it was true that he had 
threatened to bum the town. He replied No ” ; and stated 
that he had stationed troops at the ends of the streets leading 
down to the harbour to stop the landing from the ships. Some 
silk was found in the possession of his men, which I ordered to 
be handed in to the zaptieh. I went among the troops, and 
exhorted them to behave like men, and to* preserve the town. 
While I was doing tb*s, I saw some Bedouins leaving with tho 
people, fjnd carrying pieces of Manchester goods, &c. ; also 
other Bedouins were entering the town fully armed, having 
come from the Palace at Ramleh, where they had been waiting 
for the right time to plunder the town. These people, ignorant 
of the conseijuences, looted and set fire indiscriminately. I kept 
encouraging the soldiers not to leave the town, when Hasan 
Pacha Sherai, Suleimdn Pacha Abaza, Hussein Bey-el-Turk, 
guard to His Highness, and Muheddin Ejffendi, guard to 
Dervesh Pacha, came and informed me that the soldiers had 
surrounded the Palace at Ramleh. I was much surprised to 
hear this, and sent Toulba Pacha at once to disperse them, and 
discover the reason of it. I also inquired why infantry had 
been sent there at all, and was informed that, some ships having 
been seen in that direction, they had been despatched in case of 
an attempt being made to land. The Khedive expressed to mo 
his thanks, by sending Hussein Bey-el-Turfs: with Toulba Pacha 
to give me his best wishes. 
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The confiision among the troops was so groat that it was an 
utter impossibility to collect them together, but it was absolutely 
necessary to put them in camp in a suitable place, and try and 
make them forget what they had suffered. I ordered their 
commanders to proceed with their troops to the Mahmoudich 
Canal, and Raghcb Pacha and myself got into a carriage and 
went as far^as the Eamleh railway station — ho going one way 
to see the Khedive, and I in the direction of the troops to try 
and stop those that were flying with the crowd. 

At sunset I reached the railway bridge that crosses the 
Mahmoudieh Canal, and there, just beyond the bridge, I chose 
&e camping-ground. The soldiers came from Alexandria and 
amleh duiingthe night, it being at 2 a.m. when the officers and 
soldiers I had left in Alexandria arrived, they having been delayed 
y the immense crowd of people, animals, and carnages on the road. 

Toulba Pacha came to me and said that there was no truth 
in the story about the troops surrounding the Eamleh Palace, 
^^and he told me that the Khedive was much pleased with mo, 
and had sent Hussein Bey-el-Turk with him to express this 
pleasure, but, m consequence of the crowded roads and the dark- 
ness coming on, the former had been obliged to return to the 
Palace. On the morning of the 13th of Jffiy the troops in the 
camp amounted to only one-third of the aimy at Alexandi’ia, 
the remaining portion having gone with the populace. We 
discovered that our camp was exposed to the fire from the ships, 
so we removed our troops some distance fiirther to a place 
called Esbet Horshid, some 5,000 metres to the soutli of Matalia 
station. The troops remained here for a day, and we collected 
together about half the army. On that day special trains were 
sent to Eamleh to bring the Khedive and his family, but they 
returned empty— bringing the news that His Highness had gone 

into Alexandna with his family, and was under British pro- 
tection.* 


Ardbi afterwards wrote a more detailed acoount of his own move- 
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On Friday, the 14tli of July, I went with the troops to Ezbet 
Kengi Osman, where we settled down and commenced to fortify 
our position. On the day of the bombardment the Prime 
Minister telegraphed to various places in the country announcing 
the state of war, and that the country was under military law, 
by which all offenders would be tried and punished. 

Alexandria having been abandoned both by the army and 
the people, the Khedive entered the town and surrendered himself 
up; it was not, according to our law, either permissible or fitting 
for the ruler of a country to act thus, and side with a nation that 
was fighting against us, and which he himself had in solemn 
council decided to resist. The laws of man and the word of 
Grod forbid such dishonourable acts ; and such a man cannot be 
a Moslem, therefore he ought not to rule over Moslems. 

This matter was telegraphed to Yaooub Sami Pacha, telling 
him to consult with the Council, and a telegram was sent to 
Constantinople with regard to the same subject. On the 17th 
of July I received a telegram from the Khedive holding mo 
responsible, and stating that I was the cause of the war in con- 
tinuing to make fortifications; he also requested me to come 
and have a personal interview with him. I concluded from this 
that he was a prisoner, and that he had been induced to send for 
me in order that I should be ari’ested. To save himself ho wished 
to put all the blame upon my shoulders. I replied to him by 
telegraph to the effect that the fact of his having sided with the 
opposing forces had affected the people very much ; and I asked 
him to submit terms of peace, and I would come to Alexandria. 
He never replied to this, so I telegraphed to the Sub-Minister of 
War, asking him to discuss the peace question with the Khedive^ 
and Prime Minister. Information was sent all over the country 
to say peace would be secured, and to stop all fortification, &e. 

meats during the bombardment at my request. He also addressed a 
letter to Lord Charles Beresford, giying furtl^er information on the 
subject (seepo50‘ 
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In the meantime wo liad daily skirmishes with ihe enemy, from 
which I concluded that no peace would be arranged. I wrote 
to the Sub-Minister of War, informing him of what was taking 
place, and also to all the governors of provinces, demanding an 
immediate supply of fresh troops, and that no orders but mine 
were to be obeyed. 

A meeting was called at the Home Office in Cairo to consider 
the state of affairs, and it was attended by all the ministers, 
heads of departments, governors of provinces, Ulemas and 
Notables of the country, and it was resolved to send a messenger 
to Alexandria to learn the real state of affairs, and to request 
the Khedive and his ministers to come to Cairo, his capital. 
These emissaries were to report to the Council in case he showed 
an inclination to remain in Alexandria in the hands of the 
English. Those selected to form this deputation were, Ali 
Pacha Moubarek, Eeouf Pacha, and two Ulemas, viz., the 
Sheikh of Riwa-el-Safaidi and the Sheikh of Ali Niel ; and two 
merchants — ^Ahmed Boy Sioufi and Said Bey-el-Shenak, the 
agent for Southern Tripoli. At Kafr-el-Dowar they informed us 
that a Moslem had deceived Moslems, therefore he was no longer 
one of them. They also told me that they were instructed to 
say that a proclamation, signed by the Khedive, bearing date 
the 20th of July, had been issued to the public dismissing me 
for disobeying orders. These orders were to defend Fort Agemi 
against an attack of an English landing-party. He accused me 
also of having abandoned Alexandria much too soon, and without 
any cause, and blamed me for r^etreating on Kafr-el-Dowar, &c. 
This question was debated in council, and the Khedive telegraphed 
t6 Yacoub Pacha Sami, instructing him to cease all war pre- 
parations, A Council was then held, and it was attended at 
Cairo hy over jive hundred persons of note, viz., three princes — 
the Sheikli-el- Islam, the Kadi of Egypt, the Mufti Sayed-el- 
Sadat, Bayed-el-Bakri, priests and Ulemas, the Chief Eabbi of 
the Jews, the Coptic Patriarch, agents of the Ministries, heads 

TT 9 
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of departments, governors and judges of all the provinces, the 
principal men of the country, Notables, merchants, private em* 
ploy4s of the Khedive, and also several of the oldest people in 
the country. 

The Council made a minute examination into the Khedivial 
orders and communications, also into my own letters and tele- 
grams to His. Highness, and after a short debate it was agreed 
unanimously to disregard the Khedivial orders, and to prevent 
him from interfering in public affairs. At this Council a reso- 
lution was carried appointing me to the command of the army, 
and to defend the country. This was signed by all those present 
at the Council, and a telegram to this effect was sent to His 
Majesty the Sultan, with the names of the most distinguished 
men who had assisted at the Council. 

Having been officially appointed, a provisional Government 
was formed. The members of it were, Boutros Pacha, Hussein 
Pacha Dramanli, Y4coub Pacha, Ahmed Pacha Nachdt, and 
several others. It was a Government somewhat resembling a 
republic, or rather a committee of national defence, until sxich 
time as we could arrange for a permanent government. I took 
no part in any of these Councils, neither did I vote on any 
particular subject, and all I know of its proceedings is contained 
in a letter addressed to me calling me ^^the preserver and 
defender of the country,’’ and in which I was authorised to 
carry on the war, begun by the Council presided over by the 
Khedive in person. 

The Egyptian people made heavy sacrifices for the sake of 
securing to their country liberty, justice, and independence ; 
some gave all they possessed, others the half, but all gave some 
mite to the national cause, as can be proved by numberless 
letters and telegrams. The war was supported both morally 
and materially, and nothing was wanting on the part of the 
Egyptians to defend their native land. They voluntarily offered 
themselves for enlistment en masee in the army; some indi- 
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viduals supplied as much as thirty horses and three thousand 
ardebs of grain. The telegrams and the communications 
received at the Ministry of War from those boiiovolont patriots 
and from the governors of the various provinces folly testify to 
the truth of these statements i so much so, that within the space 
of thirty days an army of volunteers numbering a hundred 
thousand men, with eight thousand horses and four thousand 
mules, was supplied, the war stores filled with provisions, and 
considerable sums of money flowed into the War Treasury. 
Such spirit of patriotism and display of zeal on the part of the 
Egyptians has had no precedent in the history of Islam, More- 
over the Ulemas and Notables of Cairo never ceased for a 
moment to give us their moral support and advice on all 
occasions. 

From these facts it is quite evident that the Egyptian nation 
cannot be treated as insurrectionists acting from a spirit of 
fanaticism, but, on the contrary, as a nation seeking their liberty 
by justifiable means. I may add that a considerable quantity 
of cattle and fruits were supplied gratis to the various camps at 
Eosetta, Kafr-el-Dowar, and Tel-el-Kebir. These supplies came 
principally from the chief Dairas at Cairo, from Rife Pacha, 
and Khiari Pacha (notwithstanding their absence from Egypt), 
also from the vairous Dairas of the Khedive’s family. The 
communication in cipher telegrams never ceased between Katr- 
el-Dowar, Cairo, and Constantinople, until the telegraph wires 
were destroyed at the former place. 

Ardbi now proceeds to entimerate all the measures 
he took for the maintenance of order and the pre- 
serration of the lires and property of Europeans : — 

The G-ovemment promptly took the necessary steps to arrest 
all the looters they could, and sent them to the Council with 
letters stating the nature of their ci’imes and the quantity of 



184 


JIOIF WE DEFENDED ARABL 


loot in their possession, in order that they might be puiushed 
according to the laws of the country ; and tliis is well-known 
to one of the departments connected with the Ministry of War 
at Kafr-el-Dowar. 

On the occasion of the massacres at Tantah, in which several 
Eiu’opeans were killed by some people from Alexandria, I 
immediately changed the Mudir, Ibrahim Pacha Adham, who 
was sent before the Council to be tried for not having kept his 
province in a peaceful state ; and I at once sent a division of 
infentry and cavalry to Tantah, Ziftah, and other places, to 
maintain order. 

A short time before this incident I issued a circular to all 
the provinces, governors, and administrations, giving strict 
orders for the safety of all Europeans then remaining in the 
different localities, in conformity with tlie Moslem law, which 
enjoins us to shelter all those who live with us as brethren, even 
Englishmen, when not carrying arms in the field against us; 
and thus gave help and protected all those desirous of leaving 
the country. 

At this time many expressed that wish, and never did we 
fail to send them under escort to Ismailia, as can testify M. de 
Lesseps, the acting Italian Vice-Consul at Zagazig, and M. 
Dupont, acting Erench Consul at the same place. The various 
despatches sent by me to the Ministry of War and to tire 
Prefects of Police at Mansoorah, Zagazig, and other places, 
fully confirm these statements. The result of these instructions 
was a re-establishment of friendly feeling between most of the 
Europeans and natives; so much so, that many European 
merchants from Port Said and Ismailia returned to Cairo. 
Despatches were also sent to the Prefect of Police at Cairo and 
to the various Mudiriehs in Lower Egypt, to see that fugitives 
from Alexandria were so distributed as to be charitably sup- 
ported and have some means of livelihood. 

Towards the beginning of August a ctirtain Mr, De Chair, 
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an Eiiglislimanj was taken prisoner by us. We i*eceived him 
well and treated hun kindly, and sent him to Cairo with a letter 
to the Ministry, giving instructions that ho should be properly 
housed, and to appoint an officer knowing English to keep him 
company, also to forward all letters and telegrams which he might 
wish to despatch to his family or his commander, and provide 
for their safe delivery at their destination. He was so well 
treated that I even received a telegram of thanks from his 
mother. 

On another occasion we captured two officers, one doctor, 
and nine privates, Germans, who landed near Abourkir by 
mistake. On application being made by their Consul at 
Alexandria, they were at once set at liberty, having been well 
treated. Two other officers were also taken prisoner's near 
Sallieih, and on them was found the sum of three hundred 
pounds ; they were kindly treated and sent to Cairo with all 
care. 

Such is our method of dealing with our prisoners, though 
we have been called barbarians. I would ask, why should not 
we, at the present moment, be treated equally well ? — especially 
by a power like England ! And again, why should we have 
been imprisoned by our enemy the Khedive, who first told us 
to fight, and then desired to see us in this miserable plight, 
thereby hoping to show that he had not been with us in our 
war with England. 

My efforts for the public welfare can be known on reference 
to my various communications with M. de Lesseps ; and his 
instructions to me were to respect the neutrality of the Canal, 
as the ships of war would not touch it ; and, until the vessels 
entered the Canal and bombarded Kefish, I strictly adhered to 
these instructions. I then wrote to M, de Lesseps, stating that, 
as the ships of war had entered the Canal, I wished to know if 
the laws of war still demanded of me to regai'd it as neutral. 
This gentleman's r€ply was, that I must act according to the 
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laws of war. I then telegraphed to Easheed Pacliaj and to the 
chief engineer, Mahmoud Fehmy Pacha, to make a dam across 
the Sweetwater Oanal, provided the circumstances of the war 
permitted them to do so. The perusal of the letters of M. de 
Lesseps to his wife, and to his son in Paris, will testify how 
strictly I respected the neutrality of the Canal. In proof of 
this, the mail steamers were passing regularly; and when the 
troops attempted to stop the postal arrangements, I telegraphed 
to the director of the Suez boats to retain everything in its 
former working order, it being for the public welfare; and thus 
the* postal arrangements were carried on without interruption 
until the landing of the British troops at Suez. 

We did not attempt to place any of our troops to protect the 
Oanal ; for, after what had been said regarding its neutrality, 
we never imagined we should have been attacked from there, 
and so we neglected to make trenches and fortifications for a 
chain of defence. When the English occupied Ismailia and 
fought with us near Mahsamah on the 25th of August, our 
troops retreated before the cavalry, and cur chief engineer, 
Mahmoud Fehmy Pacha, was taken prisoner. On the same day 
I went to Tel-el-Kebir, leaving Toulba Pacha at Kafr-el-Dowar ; 
and Ali Pacha Fehmy came down from Cairo with the 1st 
regiment of infantry to reinforce me there, and to assist in 
making trenches and fortifications, so that we might have com- 
munication between Salhieh, Tel-el-Kebir, Dar-el-Brydah, and 
Jebel Itaka. 

We had two skirmishes near the Kassassin Bridge, on both 
of which occasions each side fought bravely; in the latter 
engagement Easheed Pacha and Ali Fehmy Pacha were both 
wounded, and were sent to Cairo, Ali Pacha-el- Euby joining 
me in their stead. 

Before our trenches, Ac. were completed, the British forces 
attacked us suddenly at sunrise, the firing lasting for some time, 
when suddenly in our rear appeared a division of cavalry and 
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artillery, which caused the flight of the Egyptian troops on 
Wednesday, the 29th of Shawal, 1299, which day eorresponda 
with the 13th of September, 1882. 

After the flight of the troops I left for Belbeis, the Englisli 
artillery following close behind me. When I arrived there I 
met Ali Pacha-el-Euby, with whom I went by train to Cairo. 

In Cairo we found a Council at the Ministry of War, all the 
princes being present. After a long discussion, all being con- 
fident that England had no intention of annexing Egypt, it was 
decided to offer no more resistance, more especially as England 
was renowned for dealing always towards others with equity 
and humanity, and we were confident that if the necessary 
inquiries were instituted and the feeling of the people generally 
understood England would do her utmost to put a stop to all 
injustice and give back freedom to them. I accordingly sent a 
telegram on the 11th of September to the Commander of the 
Abassieh troops, which numbered about 35,000 men, ordering 
him to hoist a flag of truce and in person to proceed and meet the 
commander of the British troops, informing him at the same 
time that the war was altogether at an end, it being understood 
that the intention of the British Grovernment was to preserve 
the country from ruin. 

The English troops arrived in Cairo at sunset, and were met 
by Eidz Pacha and Ibrahim Bey Pouzi, the Prefect of Police, 
a deputation from Benha having been previously sent from there 
to meet General Wolseley. 

At 1*30 a.m., Ibrahim Bey Pouzi came and informed me 
that General Lowe desired to have an interview with me at 
Abassieh. The same day the officer in charge at Kafr-el-Dowar 
came up to Cairo, and was summoned with myself to this inter- 
view. We thereupon went to General Lowe, in accordance 
with his request, and I sent also for Colonel Ali Bey Yusef, 
who was then at the Citadel. 

When Toulba P%3ha and myself met General Lowe, he asked 
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us whether we were willing to give ourselves up as prisoners to 
the English Grovernmeni We replied in the affirmative, on 
the condition that we should be delivered into the hands of the 
English Government. We thereupon took off our swords, and 
delivered them to General Lowe, who was acting on behalf of 
the Oommandcr-in-Chiefi telling him, at the same time, that 
, we only gave ourselves up to the English Government because 
we were confident England would deal with us justly, it being 
the prayer of humanity and that of our children that England 
would see us restored to our rights and privileges ; and we 
appealed to him as the representative of the English Govern- 
ment and of all Englishmen. 

At the same time we informed the General that we had at 
Abassieh 35,000 men, and a similar number at Kafx’-el-Dowar, 
Easheed, Damietta, and other .places, but for the safety and 
peace of our country we had abandoned all idea of resistance, 
and had surrendered ourselves, being confident that England 
had no wish whatever to annex the country. The General 
agreed to this statement, and we remained with him three days, 
and then were sent to Abdin, where we were under the sur- 
veillance of Colonel Thynne up to the 4th of October, and were 
treated kindly and well. After this we were handed over to 
the Egyptian authorities, and lodged in the Egyptian prison on 
Thursday, the 5th of October. This was a sad and memorable 
day for me, for I was separated from my friend Toulba Pacha, 
and placed in a room, where there was not even a chair, and I 
was locked in ! My servant came, but the guard refused to 
allow anything to be brought to me, except a carpet and a 
blanket. 

Directly after this, a party, evidently told off ” to insult and 
menace the prisoners, appeared, and searched me, taking away 
all my private papers, which were wanted by the Commission 
of Inquiry. Following this, a second party, mostly the 
Khedive’s employ and among whom w5l’e Osman Bey, the 
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manager of the Khedive’s stables, and Hussein Effendi Fouzi, 
attached to the Khedive’s household, arrived, and with thorn 
the Turkish Agha, who rides in front of His Highness, being one 
of his body-guard. On their arrival they searched me all over, 
even taking ofiP my shirt, but found nothing, except a charm or 
talisman which I wore, but this was taken by force from me. 
Whto I said that I would myself take it off, some one cried out 
in a loud voice, No, I was ordered to do this, and even to take 
oif your boots and to search them ! ” 

About an hour later, the editor of the Arab paper El Ahram^ 
Beshara Takla, came to visit me, and, as I thought, to console 
and sympathise with me, he having adopted our cause pre- 
vious to the war, and having sworn on his honour and religion 
that he was one ol us, speaking in favour of the liberty of our 
country. In fact we esteemed him a patriot I But when he 
entered, he was most insulting, and said, Oh, Arabi, what 
have you been doing, and what has happened to you? ” I was 
then certain that the man was a traitor, and without honour. 
As I did not answer him, he left me. 

Following closely on this, another party, almost entirely 
composed of the Khedive’s attendants, Turks and soldiers who 
guard His Highness, came in. My carpet and blanket were 
searched, after which they left the room, remaining outside all 
the night as guard over the prisoners. 

On the night of the 9th of October, at about 9*30 pm., 
having undressed myself and lain down to sleep, I heard the 
door opened, and a group of about ten or twelve persons came 
into my room ; but, being in total darkness, I was unable to 
distinguish them. Suddenly one of them cried out in a loud 
voice, Eh I Ar&bi ; don’t you know me ? ” Thinking that I 
was about to be murdered, I got up, and replied, No, I do 
not; ” when I heard shouted, I am Ibrahim Agha ; ” and he 
swore at me, caUing me a dog and a pig, and spat at me three 
times. I stood qiUte quiet, and gradually perceived that it 
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really was Ibrahim Agha, tutunji to the Khedive^ and whoso 
accomplice had been sent to Syria some time ago for having 
stolen some diamonds from the Abdin Palace. 

Ever since I was surrendered to the Egyptian authorities^ 
when my meals arrive, one of the guards, a Tm'k, takes them 
from my servant, opens the door for a minute, deposits the food, 
and promptly closes the door, treating me like a wild beast in 
a cage. 

The native Government has taken measures to arrest nearly 
all officers, from the rank of major upwards, including colonels 
and lieutenant-colonels, and they are now imprisoned* Many 
Ulemas, Members of the Chamber, Notables, and others have 
shared the same fate, in Cairo, Alexandria, and the provinces* 

This war has no precedent in history. The present Khedive 
was the cause of a foreign fleet coming to Egypt; he then 
himself encouraged us ; finally withdrawing from us altogether 
to side with foreign troops. The Sultan, the real Sovereign of 
this country, also sided with us, and loaded us with marks of 
his approbation. His representative concurred in our resistance, 
and his trusted officer exhorted us to defend the country from 
what they termed the rapacity of England. The opening acts of 
the war were carried on in his name. Then we suddenly found 
the English troops fighting for the Khedive, the Egyptian troops 
being styled rebels.” 

If the Egyptian troops were really the only rebels,” and our 
defence a mutiny how is it that so many of the Oiril Notables, 
Ulemas, and Members of the Chamber, as well as others, wore 
incarcerated and shared the same fate ? On the other hand, I 
contend that if the army, and indeed the whole Egyptian 
nation, had participated in what the Egyptians believed and 
declared to be a righteous and just cause, England, one of tho 
first nations of Europe, noted for her justice and equity, should 
not consent to crush our hopes in order to please one single man 
—the more so, as by tlie religious laws of tWs country this man 
has no right to rule as a prince over the people. 
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England having always respected the laws and religions 
views of other countries, we cannot understand why she should • 
have followed a course which must appear as a mystery in the 
annals of nations. Egypt declared no war with England, but 
defended herself, and now that we trust England will ascertain 
the real truth we hope all friendly relations, which have existed 
for years, will be renewed, she having always hitherto respected 
the rights and privileges of Egypt. 

The cultivation of the country, the preparations against a 
high Nile,” and the general tranquillity then existing, prove 
that there was no intention of going to war with any one. The 
provisional Q-overnment spared no pains to protect the property 
of Europeans all over the country. If I were a rebel, with a 
standing army of 70,000 men, fully equipped, stoi'ehouses full of 
provisions, plenty of ammunition, and canals intersecting the land 
everywhere, why should I have surrendered ? 

If I had anything to fear or to be ashamed of, why should I 
not have escaped, as I easily might have done, to a neighbouring 
country, or even to England, the refuge of many political 
unfortunates in past times ? 

But the truth is, I am no rebel.” I led the nation in seeking 
the liberty of our country, and employed all honourable means to 
this end, respecting the laws, not thinking of self, as othei's say, 
but for the welfare of Egypt. I became commander of the troops 
appointed to defend the country in a lawful manner, and by 
order of the Sultan, the Khedive, the Chamber, and with the 
sanction of the natioxi. As regards accusations of massacre and 
incendiarism, I laugh them to scorn. With powerful adver- 
saries such as mine, some miserable persons may be induced to 
speak against me ; but would, I ask, my then subordinates, or 
any one else, have run the risk of doing these grave things, 
without a written order from me ? 

There is no proof nor evidence to contradict the facts I have 
stated, and I thefefore beseech you, my defenders, and my 
esteemed friend, Mr. Blunt, nnt ^ 
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who are lovers of humanity and defenders of the truth, to road 
this my personal statement careftdiy and correctly, written in my 
own handwriting, giving to you all detail from beginning to end 
of the late events; and this is the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth. 

Written in my prison, at the Daira Saniya in Cairo, this 29th 
of October, 1882, 

Ahmed AbIbi the Egyptian. 



tiOME OTHER CLIENTS. 


143 


CHAPTER XIII. 

SOME OTHEE CLIENTS. 

# 

The vehil or agent of Shepheard’s Hotel was at tHs 
time amongst the unfortunate inmates of the Daira 
Saniya, and there was much lamentation amongst 
the ladies of the Khedivial family, with whom Osmdn 
Pacha Fouzi was a general favourite. Osmdn in his 
youth had been a memlouk of the great Mehemet Ali, 
and in his old age was still the faithful agent and 
factotum of his daughter the Princess Zeineh (the 
owner of Shepheard’s Hotel), and his only surviving 
son Prince Halim. A Circassian by birth, a Turk by 
education and ideas, a HdHmist in politics, a wag, a 
French scholar on a limited scale, and a bon-vivant 
of established reputation, old Ddly Osmdn, (or 
cracked-brain Osmdn,) was singularly out of place 
amongst the Egyptian Nationalists. He had sup- 
ported Ardbi, it was true, but only because he hoped 
against hope, that Ardbi’s movement might end in 
the realisation of his life’s dream — the accession to 
power of his master’s son Sympathy with Egyptian 
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aspirations he had none, but he thought they could 
be utilized and turned to good account by a judicious 
application of Turkish intrigues. He represented 
the great harim influence of Cairo, which declared 
itself strongly against the present regime. During 
the war Osman used to repair to the tomb of Mehemet 
Ali, and, shaking vigorously the wooden sarcophagus 
which covered his grave, call loudly on the founder 
of the race to send some more worthy descendant to 
oust the feeble Tewfik from his throne. At the 
request of Mr. G-rosse, the chief agent of the hotel, 
we consented to do what we could for Osm4n Pacha 
Fouzi. For reasons I have before explained, we had 
already accepted the retainers of Toulba Pacha and 
Ahmed Bey RiMt. We, therefore, formally applied 
for an authorisation to defend eight of the political 
prisoners who were now awaiting their trial, including 
amongst the number Ydcoub Sfrni Pacha, of whoso 
extraordinary ability as Arabi’s Under-Secretary for 
War we had heard a great deal. 

In the course of the morning of the 30th October 
we received an autograph letter in French from 
Ismail Pacha Eyoub, President of the Commission of 
Inquiry, authorising us to defend the eight persons in 
question. We repaired to the prison at once, and Mr. 
Beaman, (then acting as Colonel Sir Charles Wilson’s 
interpreter,) introduced us to Toulba, who seemed 
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liardly able to express tbe satisfaction ho felt at our 
arrival. Toulba Pacha is emphatically one of those 
persons who, to borrow a French phrase, ne paye pas 
de mine. He was at best a timorous mortal, short of 
stature, pallid from anxiety and chronic asthma, and 
possessing a countenance singularly void of expres- 
sion. It was difficult to imagine him commanding the 
artillery at Kafr-el-Dowar or bearding the Khedive 
in the presence of his Council. All through their 
troubles at Cairo he clung to Ardbi like a weak 
child to a strong father, and exhibited an almost 
touching affection for his chief. He at once gave us 
his procuration, and set to work dictating his defence. 

Our reception from “ deli ” Osman was by no 
means so satisfactory. At our entrance a tall, haggard 
old man, with a fair complexion, a well-shaped Roman 
nose, and an unkempt gray beard, slowly rose from 
a carpet in the corner of the room. We explained 
our errand. “Ardbi!” he exclaimed; “J don’t 
know the man I Don’t you understand that as a 
Turk, and the son of a Turk, I can have no com- 
munity of ideas or interests with the Egyptians? 
Have you not heard, I worship the very ground on 
which any descendant of Mehemet AH treads ? I 
am Tewfik’s devoted slave, and cannot imagine for 
an instant why I am here. I utterly repudiate both 
Ardbi and his canse.’’ We proposed to retire. To 
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this he demurred ; his friend Mr. Grrosse had sent us, 
and he supposed we could defend both Arabi and 
himself without any inconvenience. For obvious 
reasons we saw nothing more of Osman Pacha ti]^ 
Ardbi’s trial was over. He used to kick his cell door 
very vigorously whenever we passed, and often, I 
think, wished he had not been so hard on his Egyptian 
fellow-prisoners. 

Ydcoub Sdmi (to whom Sir Charles Wilson intro- 
duced us) had been the very heart and soul of the 
resistance at Cairo. Although a Turk by birth, ho 
had thrown in his lot with the nationalists, and had 
organized in a masterly manner the vast supplies and 
large reinforcements from every part of Egypt which 
had been sent to Ardbi first at Kafr-el-Dowar and then 
at Tel-el-Kebir. He was at the same time one of the 
moving spirits of the Cairo National Council, and, when 
aU was over, he had arranged for the surrender of the 
troops all over the country. Strange to say from the 
moment he was thrown into prison he became utterly 
and hopelessly demoralised. Like the rest ho had 
been ill-used in his cell — beaten, insulted, and sjjat 
upon; before the Commission he had been treated 
with studied indignity. His mind had become almost 
unhinged from fear, and he had shamelessly denied his 
leader and his cause. He told us the story of his 
sufferings with many bitter tears, «and when he road 
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Arabi’s letter be fairly gare way altogether. At last 
bo plucked up courage, signed eagerly enough an 
appointment for us to act in Ins behalf, and asked us 
to tell Arabi that he hardly deserved the kind words 
he had written him. Ydcoub Sami is a short, some- 
what thick-set man, with a fair complexion, very 
marked and expressive features, and accustomed to 
wear glasses. I formed the highest opinion of his 
ability and talents. I afterwards discovered that his 
cell window looked into a yard filled with large 
wooden chests of a very solid appearance. I ignore 
still their use or why they were placed there. The 
prisoners who saw them believed they indicated a 
means for a summary jail delivery. I shall never 
forget poor Toulba’s face when he was moved into a 
room on that side of the building, in consequence of an 
allegation that he had been talking on his fingers to 

the clerks of a bank next door. 

* 

Our eighth client was Ahmed Eiidt Bey. His cell 
showed signs of superior comfort and even elegance. 
Books, embroidered cushions, a Persian carpet, a 
looking-glass, and elaborate mosquito-curtains, indi- 
cated a certain amount of ctdture in its tenant. A 
slightly-built pale young man of about thirty years of 
age, and entirely European appearance, came forward 
to receive us on our entrance with all the signs of consi- 
derable satisfactioh. Rifdt spoke French like a French- 
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man, and said the moment he heard of our arrival (he 
occupied a cell above the street at the extreme end of 
the prison, corresponding precisely with that of Arabi 
at the opposite corner, and had often seen us go in 
and out of the prison) he had resolved to speak out 
boldly, although he had also received domiciliary 
visits of a minatory character since his arrest. All he 
wanted was pen, ink, and paper, to present us with 
a written defence. He told us at our first interview 
something of his history. “ My father,” he said, is 
Kdni Pacha, who lives at Constantinople. He has been 
more than once Minister of Finances, and they call 
him ^ the only honest Turk.’ I was educated at Paris, 
and went through the training necessary for the legal 
profession, but before I took my degree I returned 
home to marry a daughter of Kamil Pacha, the 
Imperial Master of Ceremonies. I was next sent back 
to Paris as attach^ at the Embassy, but I lost my post 
for visiting the exiles of the jeune Turquie party. 
Shortly afterwards I was appointed Director of 
European Correspondence at the Foreign Office of the 
Porte, but I resolved to seek my fortunes in Eg3rpt. 
Ismail Pacha first employed me, and I gradually rose, 
till on the accession to office of Mahmoud Siimi in 
February last I became Secretary of the Council of 
Ministers, and Director of the Press Department. I 
am a Turk, and have certainly no motive to toll you 
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what is not true. Ardbi had on his side the sympathy 
of the whole of Egypt. He also gained mine. Art'ibi 
was the leader and spokesman of an enslaved and 
deeply -wronged people striving for freedom, and all 
Egypt was with him in his struggle. He was betrayed 
by the Khedive, and deceived by the Sultan. The 
National cause is hopelessly broken now, and the 
Egyptians, like all oppressed people, are cowards, 
and cannot withstand the moral demoralization of 
their complete defeat. Who can dare bear witness in 
our favour now? Even I trembled and faltered 
before the Commission of Inquiry, which only sought 
to force me to compromise my chiefs. In spite of 
all this, if we have a fair trial in the light of day, 
Europe will learn the true nature of Ardbi’s conduct, 
and the universality of his cause wiU, in spite of the 
power of our enemies, become apparent. Ardbi need 
fear nothing then.” Our interview with Ahmed Bey 
Eifdt was certainly encouraging, and I returned to 
Ardbi to report the progress we had made. 

I found Ardbi’s usual placid temper much dis- 
turbed. He had insisted on reading the Jow&ib (an 
Arab paper published at Constantinople under semi- 
official auspices), which had extolled him as a hero up 
to the eve of Tel-el-Kebir, and, as might be expected, 
denounced him as a rebel the moment he fell. The 
number which ha^ last arrived was more than nenaiw 
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virulent, and he begged me to allow him to answer it. 
I saw no valid objection to his doing so, and he 
addressed the following letter to the Editor of the 
Times : 

SlE, 

I have seen in No. 1105 of the Jowaib, under the heading of 
the arrest of the seditious in Egypt, an article saying that so 
many rebel officers, and so many Bedouin Sheikhs, and such a 
one of the Ulema, and such a Mudir, and such an interpreter, 
or merchant, or clerk, have been ari’ested and sent to prison. 
Now, all ye champions of liberty, if it is the soldiers who are 
rebels, why have so many Notables and Ulemas, and Kadis of 
such different condition, been imprisoned and ill-treated ? And 
if the whole of the nation of every class was of one mind in one 
work, and that the liberation of their country and its defence, 
why tlien are they to be stigmatised by the name of rebel ? 

[n truth’s name this is evident tyranny that they should be 
treated as such. The war was in accordance with the laws of 
God and man, consonant to a solemn^decree of a Council under 
the presidency of the Kliedive and Dervesh Pacha, the envoy 
of the Sultan. And after the soldiers and inhabitants had left 
Alexandria, the Khedive returned and went over to those who 
were fighting against his country, a thing prohibited by every 
law. 

The entire Egyptian nation was unanimous as to the necessity 
of suspending Tewfik Pacha for having transgressed the pre- 
scription of the divine and highest law, and demanded the con- 
tinuation of the defence of the country by a decree which was 
made known to His Majesty the Sidtan. After that are we 
rebels ? 1 say that we were defending our country in a way 
approved by the laws of God and man, and whoever says the 
contrary is a slave to passion and money. I add that the 
Ulema of Islam and the Moslems of every country of the world, 
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allow that we never exceeded the limit laid down in God’s book, 
and deprecate the ill-treatment we I’eeeive, which is contrary to 
all justice. 

Oh, ye just men 1 Is it fair that the sons of tlie country 
should be deprived of every office, and that foreignera should 
take their places, together with those who have come to Egypt, 
like Circassians, Albanians, and Bulgarians, so that even down 
to lowest ranks, such as the ousbaslm of the army, the places 
are given to others than the sons of Egypt? Are not the 
Egyptians as good as the Bulgarians and other foreigners? 
But we shall find amongst the champions of humanity some 
to defend the right against tlie tyranny of the time which 
blackens the face of man. 

(Signed) Ahmed AeIbi, the Egyptian. 

On the last day of October we presented ourselves 
for the first time before the Court of Preliminary 
Inquiry, which sat in a long room, occupying the 
centre of the first floor of the building, and separated 
only by one or two small apartments used as offices 
from the cells of Mahmoud Sdmi and ArAbi on the 
one side and Ahmed Bey EifAt on the other. The 
walls were bare and white-washed. Three narrow 
windows led to a balcony overlooMng the entrance 
and the street. In the middle of the apartment was 
a large oval table covered with -a green baize cloth. 
Around this table were grouped, seated on very 
homely chairs, the President, the subordinate mem- 
bers of the Commission, Sir Charles Wilson, Mr. 
Beaman, and orfe or two secretaries. Coffiee and 
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cigarettes freely circulated, and sucli time as could 
be spared from them was passed in reading almost 
interminable papers, and in the indiscriminate 
questioning of prisoners and witnesses by the Pre- 
sident and his colleagues, yery often all speaking at 
once, while the secretary was supposed to keep a 
record of the answers thus obtained. 

.The President, Ismail Pacha Eyoub, received us 
with marked courtesy, and invited us to bo seated 
near him. Ismail Eyoub is really a remarkable 
man. His own career has been a chequered one. 
While undergoing banishment in the Soudan ho some- 
how or other contrived to acquire a fair knowledge of 
English, French, and G-erman. By one of the turns 
of fortune so common in oriental history ho next 
became governor of the very province which had 
been the scene of his exile, and succeeded in sending 
a satisfactory balance of revenue to Cairo. His 
enemies pretend he was not unfi-iendly to the Slave 
Trade, which contributed not a little to his financial 
success, but I never heard any proof advanced in 
support of the assertion. Since his return to Cairo 
he has held several posts in a creditable manner, 
including the titular presidency of the International 
Tribunals, and the portfolio of Public Works m the 
Cherif Cabinet of 1881 — 82 . 

Ismail Eyoub had joined the National cause like 
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everybody else, was even a member of the Conneil 
of Defence at Cairo, and took part in a famous con- 
gratulatory picnic held under the shade of Arabi’s tent 
at Kafr-el-Dowar. Like a prudent man he had not 
burned his ships and contrived to come to terms with 
the successful Palace faction in the early days of 
the Restoration. As a sign of his complete sub- 
mission, he had accepted the invidious task of helping 
to judge his fellow-rebels. His character presented 
a curious combination of uncommon intelligence and 
great weakness, and his endeavours to please every- 
body in the discharge of his duties were highly 
diverting. Between Ridz Pacha, Lord DufEeiin, the 
Khedive, and the counsel on both sides, he had a 
very difficult task to perform. His really sound 
judgment and good feeling generally pointed out the 
course he should take, but at the critical moment his 
moral courage failed him, and he often went hope- 
lessly wrong. An ordinary spectator would have 
thought him prejudiced and arbitrary, while his 
experiments at speaking diplomatically certainly 
savoured strongly of deliberate prevarication. 

I need say very little of the other members of 
the Commission. They had been selected almost 
entirely from the Turkish and Circassian parties, and 
their whole future evidently depended on the suc- 
cessful result of their inquisitional labours. Ali 
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Ghaleb Pacha and Yusef Choudy Pacha were both 
Circassian memlouks. They had left the army with 
Osmdn Pacha Rifki, and the latter had been twice 
degraded and once exiled to the Soudan. Muhamed 
Zehi Pacha was the creature of the Minister of the 
Interior RMz. On the promotion of Ismail Eyoub he 
became President of the Commission, and did his 
ntniost to harass the prisoner and ourselves. Although 
a near relative of the lady Aisha Hanem, he had 
endeavoured to gain favom’ by loudly applauding her 
deportation, and the escape of Ardbi drove him nearly 
to frenzy. Every one of his decisions were reversed 
by the Ministry, and I am glad to say he did not 
even get a decoration when he went with his col- 
leagues to give the Khedive an account of their 
stewardship. Sdad-ed-Dine Bey had been Governor 
of the Behereh, and had gained credit by ill-treating 
some peculiarly obnoxious prisoners on their road to 
the Soudan. Muhamed Hamdy Bey, a Turk, was 
the brother-in-law of the prisoner Ahmed Rifdt, 
against whom he entertained a strong personal 
animosity. He has adroitly managed never to fur- 
nish the details of his administration of the lato 
Mustapha Fazil Pacha’s estate, notwithstanding the 
repeated and energetic reclamations of the Sublime 
Porte. Muhamed Hamdy was told off to give out 
papers to our copyists. Till Ardbi’s case was disposed 
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of he was impertinent and disobliging. He even 
wont so far as to smudge a quantity of telegrams with 
ink, and, throwing them on the table before the indig- 
nant Commissioners, accuse our employes of defacing 
them with some sinister object. Unfortunately I dis- 
coyered the mk was still wet) and none of onr clerks 
had been at work sime the previous day. After 
Ar^bi’s escape from the death Hamdy regarded as a 
certainty, he became friendly and even servile, made 
friends with poor Eifdt, and thanked me with tears in 
his eyes for ’having saved the honour of his family, 
and generally protected the Egyptians. Mustapha 
Edgheb Bey, Suleimdn Yousry Bey, Mustapha Khou- 
broussy Boy, and Muhamed Moukhtar Effendi, were 
nonentities of the genus sea-lawyer. They all showed 
themselves adepts at brow-beating the prisoners and 
witnesses, and none more than Suleimdn Yousry. 
When the star of the Nationalists seemed to rise once 
more Yousry used to haunt our steps to obtain a 
special certificate and recommendation, which he said 
would materially help him with his superiors. 

To these gentlemen Ismail Pacha Eyoub (a tall, 
tiiin Egyptian, with an intelligent and expressive 
face) solemnly introduced us, on the morning of 
the 81 st October. “ Your presence,” he said (for he 
had prepared a set speech for the occasion), “ forms 
an epoch in our history, and must be considered as a 
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land-mark in onr progress. It is the first time these 
several thousand years that foreign lawyers have 
appeared before an Egyptian Court. We hail their 
arrival as a sign that England has determined to give 
us judicial reform and better tribunals.” (He appa- 
rently forgot that this was one of the revolutionary 
demands of the prisoners next door.) “ As an Egyp- 
tian,” he continued, “ I rejoice at their being allowed 
to plead. We have afi. heard of Mr. Broadley in 
Tunis. We hope that he will understand us and help 
us hero.” Coffee, cigarettes, and mutual admiration 
terminated the interview. 

We found Eifat Bey busily employed in writing 
his defence. Our visit seemed to have rekindled his 
old enthusiasm, and he had that morning managed 
to see his young son, a clever boy of nine in a 
picturesque uniform, who had been, with his little 
brothers aged eight and seven, expelled from the 
Khedivial school for the unpardonable fault of being 
the children of a ‘‘ rebel.” The eldest had offered a 
rude shock to restored Egyptian loyalty by offering in 
person, to Tewfik Pacha’s son Abbas, a boy of his 
own age, a petition written by himself for the release 
of his father. Rifdt gave us at this interview an 
interesting account of the proceedings of Dervesh 
Pacha during the eventful month which preceded 
the bombardment. “If you want* a proof of the 
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Sultan’s ideas regarding us,” he said, “I can give you 
one. A day or two before the 12th of July Dervesh 
Pacha gave to me as a mark of His Imperial Majesty’s 
approval of my conduct as a member of the nationalist 
party, raising me to a Pacha’s rank. I ^ras 

requested to keep this a secret at the time, but if you 

go to my house with a letter from me my wife will 
give it you.” 

^ Later in the day I drove to Eifdt’s house, a large 
airy building near the Abdin Palace. He had 
lived almost entirely as a European, and I saw 
there a French governess, who had brought up all 
Ms chOdren. Rifdt could boast a good library, 
arranged in a spacious room, looking out on a 
shady garden. It had been since his imprisonment 
turned topsy-turvy in search of written treason. 
After a long talk with the governess on Egypt and 
the Egyptians, I succeeded in obtaining the paper in 
question, which amply bore out all Eifat had said, 
and formed one more link in the “rebels” plea of 
justification. 

Ismail Eyoub having' promised us in our brief 
interview speedy communication of all the evidence 
till then recorded by the Commission and the docu- 
ments on wMch the prosecution proposed to rely, we 
engaged fifteen additional clerks to copy them both 
in Arabic and French. The Commission placed a 
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PTnijH room at our disposal adjoining Rifsit’s cell, and. 
wo purchased more deal tables and large supply of 
stationery and office requisites. Our new copyists 
were chiefly Copts, Syrians, or Frenchmen, and, as 
no question of confidence was inTolyed, we left the 
patronage to M. Borrelli’s assistant, a very intelligent 
young Egyptian licenoie-en-droit, named Hechmat. 

, The records of the Commission were given up very 
slowly at first, and I hardly wonder at it. Borelli 
Bey had evidently not thought it worth his while to 
devote those talents, which had more than once evolved 
an Egyptian Constitution in a single night, to such 
a task as this. Overwhelmed with weightier labours 
of importance, mere mechanical work could well be 
left to subordinates. Ardbi was condemned d’mxmoe; 
the success of his enemies was the most cogent proof 
of his rebeUion, and the elastic consciences of the 
judges who were to play a part in the gala show of a 
nominal trial were not expected to be inconveniently 
over-scrupulous on the question of evidence. A neat 
and presentable dossier was all that was wanted; 
clear handwriting, superfine paper, and much green- 
silk stitching would cover a multitude of internal 
defects and save appearances. It thus came about 
that the testimony collected was worse than useless in 
a legal point of view. To procure a complete copy 
of it, Mr. Blunt spent nearly 500?. * It will remain 
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in his hands as a convincing proof of the absence in 
Egypt of that justice for which Arabi asked in vain ; 
the most complete exemplification of everything that 
is deplorable in the hopeless confusion of ideas per- 
vading the judicial systems of the East. Hearsay 
had been piled upon hearsay, opinion had been 
recorded upon opinion, impression had been asked 
for after impression, but direct, reliable, trustworthy 
evidence there was none. The accused had never 
been present at a single hearing of the witnesses 
against them; no sort of cross-examination had taken 
place, nearly half the testimony consisted of letters 
written m abseutid at the request of the Commission, 
and the administration of an oath had been con- 
sistently dispensed with. Some of these declarations, 
taken in different parts of Egypt as far apart as Dan 
from Beersheba, agreed even to the most trivial word 
and minute punctuation, and afforded a convincing 
proof of the circulation of a “ model ” deposition. 

I will not weary my readers even with an attempt 
to describe at length this ponderous record of judicial 
absurdities, through which I was compelled for many 
dreary days to plod. After such men as Lord Dufferin 
and Sir Charles Wilson have weighed it and found it 
wanting, I may dismiss it from the story of Ardbi’s 
defence. Its gist was simple enough : — “ Everybody 
now thought Ardbi a rebel and Tewfik a model sove- 
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terror of Arabi and the army; some persons had 
heard Arabi had burned Alexandria, and considered 
it probable that he had something to do with the 
massacres of June ; nobody had any doubt now that 
Arabi deserved ill of his country, he had not suc- 
ceeded, and should certainly be punished.” Hardly a 
question had been asked which was not of the kind 
technically described as leading, and internal evi- 
dence of undue influence was afforded almost by 
every page. Whole days had been consumed in those 
humorous trivialities so congenial to the oriental 
mind ; twenty witnesses had been examined to prove 
that the accused Mahmoud Sdmi had said that “ the 
Khedive should pack up his portmanteau, and go to 
Shepheard’s Hotel, while one of the gravest items 
of accusation against some of the Notables of the Shar- 
kiya province was that of having “ shot at some dogs 
and cats dressed up to represent Sir Gramet Wolseley 
and Sir Beauchamp Seymour!” I need say little 
more of the ecs-parte record of facts put together 
by the Egyptian Government against Ardbi and his 
friends. 

At the beginning of November our two offices 
were in full working order. The clerks and trans- 
lators at home were engaged on the statements made 
to us by our clients ; those in the prison were mecha- 
nically copying the brief for the prosecution (which 
when completed was nearly two feet in heiffhtl nnrl 
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was now being gradually doled out to us day by day 
by Muhamed Hamdy Bey on behalf of the Com- 
mission, Mr. Blunt and his wife were doing their 
utmost to help us at home. Collections of newspaper 
extracts (carefully compiled by Lady Anne Blunt) 
reached us by every mail in order that we might 
intelligently follow the treatment of the case at the 
all-powerful bar of public opinion at home ; we were 
promptly furnished with a sufficient supply of French 
and English law-books bearing on the subject of 
the coming trial ; each Parliamentary Paper reached 
us as it appeared, and I was fairly overwhelmed by 
suggestions from all quarters as to the course I 
should pursue, some of which were of a very 
extraordinary character. 

American ladies seemed to vie with each other in 
asking for Ardbi’s autograph and wishing him “ a 
safe deliverance from his enemies,” for the strongest 
sympathy he enlisted abroad at that time certainly 
came from across the Atlantic. As to the advice 
preferred me I need only refer to two instances. 
An English barrister wrote from the Temple to 
suggest that, “ as Ardbi’s surrender had been illegal, 
he was stiU technically in British custody, and con- 
sequently a writ of habeas corpus should be obtained 
from the High Court of Justice against either Sir 
G-amSt Wolseley or Sir Edward Malet,” From 
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Monsieur Henri Duveyrier, the celebrated travellerj 
I receiyed the following letter: — 

Paris, 18, Rue Pigalle, 

^ 1st November, 1882. 

Sir, 

I respectfully inform you that my experience as a traveller 
in the desert of Sahara twenty-two years ago lets me think that 
Ardbi Pacha must have had some relation with the Mussulman 
religious confraternity {trika) of Sidi Muliamed-es-Sonoubi, 
which is a most deadly fiend of Christians {sic). 

If my supposition be correct, Arabi Pacha’s culpability 
would be in some way lessened, he being then an agent of a 
committee overpowering his own feelings and dispositions. 

I do not know if this hint may be of some use to you, but I 
should be very thankful if you had the kindness of informing 
me if Arabi Pacha is or is not a member of the religious coii^ 
fraternity of Sidi Muhamed*es-SenorLsi and has or has not been 
upheld by the association. 

I am, Sir, 

Yours most respectfully, 

Henri Dutevrier. 

Our great office in the mmson dn moufti had now 
become a favourite place of resort, and I made there 
seyeral pleasant and not easily to be forgotten 
acquaintances. Mr, Chirol, a writer possessing an 
exceptionally accurate knowledge of the politics of 
the East, and who was then discharging the duties 
of Special Correspondent of the Standard^ was one 
of our frequent yisitors, as also was Mr. John Mac- 
donald, his able colleague of the News. Many 
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of the Egyptians also now began to see us with 
increasing freedom, and amongst them a very intel- 
ligent man, Selamah Bey, an escellent EngHsh 
scholar, who had been at the* head of the Posts and 
Telegraphs during the troubles, and had, notwith- 
standing his nationalistic proclivities, managed to 
escape with simple dismissal and social excom- 
munication. 

We saw a good deal of Mr. Bernard, Special 
Correspondent of the New York Seraldi who claimed 
a monopoly in what he called “picturesque'’ tele- 
grams. One he showed me announcing my arrival 
was certainly very picturesque indeed; it ran thus : — 
“'Mr. B,, Ardbi’s counsel, has arrived. He is 
tall and stout, talks much of his client’s innocence, 
and wears coloured silk shirts with cords and 
tassels, instead of white shirts and neckties,” &c. 
He went on to say that the cords were looked on as 
emblematic of Ardbi’s inevitable doom, continuing in 
the same strain through several lines, and all this at 
the cost of four shillings a word. As an honest repub- 
lican Mr. Bernard became very well disposed towai‘ds 
Ardbi, and at last conceived a plan of ^w'ohemn.g him 
by a happy combination of the resources of Messrs. 
Grordon Bennett and Barnum. “ Nothing,’’ he said, 
could .be easier ; “ Bennett’s yacht will take him o:ff 
quietly. For tho'first twelvemonth Ardbi shall write 
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three-quarters of a column every week for the 
Serald on Egyptian politics, and then Barnmn will 
run him on the platform in the States. We will 
give 250, 000?. down and allow Ardhi 1,000?. a-year.” 
I of course regarded the proposal as a joke ; but 
when, later on, the question of exile was being 
considered, Mr. Bernard made it in sober seriousness 
both to Lord Dufferin and his secretary. Strange 
to say, he was not singular in Ms idea. I heard 
from Sir Edward Malet that a Count Zizinia (if I 
remember the name rightly) offered a precisely 
similar sum for the “ exclusive privilege of exhibiting 
Ardbi in all the principal cities of Europe during one 
year.” 

Neither were the French correspondents alto- 
gether strangers to our bureau. Even M. Gabriel 
Charmes, of the Journal des Debate, with whom I 
had already crossed swords polemically over the 
Tunisian question, and of whom I shall have occasion 
to speak farther on, called occasionally. The special 
artiste of the Illustration took his little revenge for 
my too well-known dislike to the French annexa- 
tion of Tunis. He depicted me in his paper as a 
dotard of eighty, holding a huge quill-pen, after the 
manner of the old masters, and wearing an enormous 
wig of the time of Louis XIV. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

WHAT AEIbi’s papers CONTAINED. 

On the 1st November Mr. Beaman handed to me 
fair copies of his translations of Ardbi’s papers, 69 in 
number. By dint of sheer hard work he had com- 
pleted his difficult task in nine days, and notwith- 
standing the pressure of his official duties. If the 
great case had been fought out to the bitter end, many 
of the documents entrusted to us by Ardbi would have 
been of the highest importance to his plea of “not 
guilty” on the charge of rebellion, while others at any 
rate could have been urged with almost equal force 
in support of an allegation of what the French call 
“ extenuating circumstances.” I only purpose giving 
in this chapter a few examples for the purpose of 
illustrating what I now assert, and it is useless to do 
more, for the purport of many of them is identical, 
and their accumulation only serves to prove the extent 
and intensity of the movement he headed, the very 
existence of which has been since so gratuitously 
called in question. 
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Ardbi was never able to find tbe more explicit 
letters of tbe Turkish envoy Ahmed EssM, but other 
communications from the same person, found in AiAbi’s 
house, plainly refer to those which are missing. His 
wife had fortunately preserved, in their original sealed 
envelope, the following missives from the Yildiz 
Kiosk : — 


From Muhamed Zaffer, Chaplain to the Sultan. 

To his Excellency the Egyptian Minister of War. 

Excellency, — I have presented your two faithfiil letters to 
His Majesty the Sultan, and from their contents ho has learnt 
all your sentiments of patriotism and watchftilness, and especially 
have the promises you make of your efforts to guard faithfully 
and truly His Majesty’s interests been a cause of lively satisfac- 
tion to His Majesty, so much so that His Majesty ordered me 
to express his pleasure and his favour to you, and further bade 
me write to you as follows : viz. — 

“ As the maintenance of the integrity of the Caliphate is a 
duty which touches the honour of every one of us, it is incumbent 
on every Egyptian to strive earnestly after the consolidation of my 
power to prevent Egypt from passing out of my hands into the 
rapacious grasp of foreigners, as the vilayet of Tunis has passed, 
and I repose all my confidence in you, my son, to exert all your 
influence and to put forth every effort to prevent such a thing 
happening. You are to beware never for one moment to loso 
sight of this important point, and to omit none of tho pre- 
cautionary measures which are called for by the ago in which 
we live ; keeping always before you as a perpetual goal the 
defence of your faith and of your country, and especially you 
must persist in maintaining your confidence and the ties which 
bind you.” 

“That country— Egypt — is of the highest importance to 
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England and Prance, and most of all to England ; and certain 
seditions intriguers in Constantinople, following in the path of 
these GrOTornmonts, have for some time past been busy with 
their treacherous and accursed projects. Since they have found 
it to their profit jealously to promote these intrigues and seditions 
in Egypt, it is the especial desire of His Majesty that you should 
keep a very careful eye on these persons and things. According 
to the telegrams and news sent by the Khedive Tewfib, one of 
this party, we see that he is weak and capricious, and also it is 
to be remarked that one of his telegrams does not corroborate 
another, but they are all in contradiction. In addition to this 
I may tell you that AH Nizdmi Pacha and Ali Fuad Bey have 
spoken to His Majesty most highly in your favour, and Ahmed 
Il4tib has repeated to His Majesty the substance of the con- 
versation he had with you in the railway carriage between the 
stations of Zagazig and Mahsa, and, as His Majesty places the 
greatest confidence in Ahmed Pacha, he desires me again for 
this reason to express his trust in you, and to say that, as he 
considers you a man of the highest integrity and trustworthiness, 
he requires you above all things to prevent Egypt from passing 
into the hands of strangers, and to be careful to allow them no 
pretext for intervention there. The orders which Ahmed Pacha 
E4tib will receive on this head will be separately communicated 
to you. Both my letter and that of Ahmed Pacha Edtib, by 
order of His Majesty, have been written by one of His Majesty’s 
own private secretaries, and, after we have affixed our seals to 
the letters, we also put an extra special seal on the envelopes. 
In a special and secret manner I tell you that the Sultan has no 
confidence in Ismail, Halim, or Tewfik; but the man who thinks 
of the future of Egypt and consolidates the ties which bind him 
to the Caliphate, who pays due respect to His Majesty and gives 
free course to His Majesty’s firmans, who assures his independent 
authoriiy in Constantinople and elsewhere, who does not give 
bribes to a swarm pf treacherous sub-officials, who does not 
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deviate one hair’s breadth from his line of duty, who is versed 
in the intrigues and machinations of our European enemies, 
who will watch against them, and ever preserve his country 
and his faith intact — a man who does this will be pleasing, 
agreeable to, and accepted by our great lord, the Sultan. If I 
have not entered into any further details in this letter of mine 
I beg you to excuse me, because Ahmed Pacha EiUib only aiTived 
three days ago, and yet in that time, owing to his declarations 
of your fidelity and true intentions. His Majesty has expressed 
his full confidence in you. I only received tlio message I have 
just given you yesterday, and 1 hope to be able to send yon by 
next week’s post a more detailed letter. In every case be earofiil 
not to let any letters you send fall into strange hands, but try to 
get a special messenger, and as for this time it would bo bettor 
if you were to send yoixr answer by the hand of tho man who 
brings this letter. 

Your servant, 

Muhamed Zaefee, 

(February 22, 1882). 4 Eebi-al-Akhir, 1299. 

Another of the same date, from Ahmed Pacha 
Edtib, aide-de-camp and Secretary to the Sultan, is 
as follows : — 

I related to His Majesty the Sultan the conversation wo had 
on the railway between the stations of Zagazig and Mahsa on 
my return to Stamboul, and it caused great pleasure to His 
Majesty, and he ordered me to communicate to you his ImjKsrial 
compliments. I related to His Majesty all the kind treatment 
I received at your hands, and the courtesy my eyes witnessed 
while I was in Cairo, and His Majesty was extremely gratified 
thereat, so that the satisfaction he felt in your devotion and 
fidelity was increased manyfold. People had made him tbinV 
that you were acting, I know not how, oontrary to right, and 
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had succeeded in perverting His Majesty’s ideas about you 5 
but now that I have exposed the true statement of tho case to 
him I swear to you that His Majesty deeply regrets ever 
having paid any attention to these false and lying statements 
about yoUj andj as a good proof of this, His Majesty has com- 
manded me to write this letter, and to express to you the senti- 
ments which follow. It matters nothing who is Khedive of 
Egypt. The thoughts of the ruler of Egypt, his intentions and 
his conduct, must be governed with the greatest care, and all his 
actions must tend to secure the future of Egypt, and to uphold 
intact the sovereignty of the Caliph, while he must show the 
most perfect zeal in upholding the faith and the country’s rights* 
This will be required of him. Of the persons who have been 
on tho Khedivial throne, Ismail Pacha and his predecessors 
gave bribes to Ali Pacha, Fuad Pacha, Midhat Pacha, and other 
representatives of the Sublime Porte, traitors, and, after shutting 
the eyes of the officials, dared to overtax and oppress the Egyp- 
tians, and in addition to this they made heavy debts and brought 
the Egyptians under a grievous yoke, and to-day in the eyes of 
the world their state has specially appealed to our pity ; but the 
whole position is an extremely delicate one, which calls for the 
necessity of finding a speedy and sure remedy. Therefore, it 
behoves you above all things to prevent anything that might 
lead to foreign intervention, and never to stray from the just 
and true path, nor to listen to any treacherous falsehoods, but 
in every way with watchful care to hinder the seditious projects 
of foreigners. This is the great hope of the Sultan, and, since 
we two shall correspond in the fiiture, you must take the neces- 
sary precautions to prevent our letters from falling into strange 
hands. For this, the easiest way at present — and there is no 
safer channel you can find — is to trust your correspondence to 
the true and trusty man who carries this letter and that of 
Sheikh Muhamed Zaffer* I would also add that it is indis- 
pensable that you should send secretly some officer who knows 
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well what is going on in Egypt, and who is a trusted friend of 
yours, to present at the footstool of His Majesty reports on the 
state of the country in true detail. I beg you to send the 
answer by the man who brings this letter. 

Ahmed Eatib, 

Aide-dc-Camp of the Sultan, 

4 Eebi-al-Akhir. 

(February 22, 1882.) 

It is important to bear in mind the date at which 
those letters were written and the position of the 
persons who wrote them. Ahmed Essdd had been 
sent by the Sultan on several secret missions to Egypt 
since the beginning of the year 1882 . To facilitate 
this correspondence he had been appointed to an 
ecclesiastical post in Arabia, and Mr, Eedhouse 
describes him as “substitute for the Sultan in the 
Prophet’s Mosque at Medina, Chief Preacher and 
Chief Precentor therein.” Muhamed Zaffer was the 
Sultan’s confidential spiritual adviser, who alone has 
a right to sit in his presence, and who occupied 
a suite of rooms in immediate vicinity to the im- 
perial apartments. He had also been charged with 
the delicate negociations as to the movements of 
the Tunisian Arabs on the Tripolitan frontier. 
Ahmed Edtib was one of the Sultan’s most trusted 
aides-de-camp, and had already taken an important 
(although secret) part in the first Turkish Mission to 
Egypt. 
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The following are Axdbi’s firmans of rank issued 
on the Mth March and 24ith June, T 882 

We, the Prince of generous princes, and chief amongst the 
great and noble, endowed with honour and grace and with the 
special gift of God’s favour, on the representation of the Khedive 
of Egypt that one of the princes of our imperial army in Egypt, 
as a man of reputation and dignity, merited the rank of Pacha, 
have advanced Ardbi Pacha to this rank, and, having granted it 
to you and because you are worthy of it, the decree for that 
object has been issued from my Imperial Divan. 

You then, because you have merited this favour and honour, 
and because you are invested with the rank of Miv-Liwa^ must 
always show the greatest zeal and energy in carrying out all 
our orders, and display all constancy, caution, and fidelity, and 
you must ever beware of acting in any way piejudicial to the 
authority of the Caliph or contrary to law and justice. 

CTho Sultan’s seal.) 


Again : 

Seeing the honesty, zeal, talent, and perfect intelligence 
which adorn the honourable and pure character of Arabi Pacha, 
the great amongst the noble, the prince of generous princes, the 
Minister of War over our imperial Egyptian army, we feci it 
incumbent on us to double our favoms and honours upon him ; 
and therefore, according to this imperial decree, which I have 
issued, the first grade of the order of the Medjidieh has been 
graciously conferred on the before-mentioned Arabi Pacha, and 
this Berdt confirming it is issued accordingly, 

(The Sultan’s seal.) 

These documents, coupled with others of a similar 
character, included amongst them letters and tele- 
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grams addressed from the Porte and Yildiz Kiosk to 
Ragheb Pacha and* Mahmoud Silmi, which we hoped 
eventually to obtain, would have conclusively proved 
the authority of the Sultan for Ardbi’s action, and its 
continuity up to the very eve of his defeat. Nor, I 
contend, does this defence in any way detract from 
Ardbi’s claim to be ranked amongst true patriots. He 
always acknowledged the suzerainty and religious 
supremacy of the Porte as entirely consonant with 
the movement he headed. Thus wrote Mr. Blunt 
when publishing by authority six months before the 
war the programme of the Egyptian Nationalists : — 

They acknowledge the Sultan Ahd-el-Hamid Khan as their 
Suzerain and Lord, and as actual Caliph or Hoad of the Mussul- 
man religion; nor do they propose, while his empire stands, to 
alter this relationship. Tlxey admit the right of the Porto to 
the tribute fixed by law, and to military assistance in case of 
foreign war. At the same time, they are firmly determined to 
defend their national rights and privileges, and to oppose, by 
every means in their power, the attempts of those who would 
reduce Egypt again to die condition of a Turkish Pachalik. 
They trust in the protecting Powers of Europe, and especially 
in England, to continue their guarantee of Egypt’s administra- 
tive independence. 

From this profession of faith Ardbi never deviated. 

The remaining papers given to us by Ardbi 
showed quite as conclusively (to borrow his own 
words) that “ all Egypt was with him.” Peiitions 
and addresses bearing hundreds (sometimes thou- 
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sands) of signatures and seals, from the chief men of 
every part of the country between Assiout and the 
mouth of the Nile, testified to the public approval of 
the National Cabinet, the existing universal faith in 
Ardbi, the intense unpopularity of the Joint Note and 
“ of him who accepted it,’’ and the ardent wish of the 
Egyptians to follow the banner which had been raised. 
Other petitions and addresses couched in a similar 
strain poured in on the Imperial Commissioners to be 
placed at the feet of the Commander of the Faithful. 
Ardbi possessed authentic copies of many of these. 
The Ulema of El Azhar had weighed TewfiJs. in the 
balance and found him wanting. They, too, joined 
in the general cry which echoed from one end of 
Egypt to the other, Allah yanmrak yd Arahi ^^ — 
(“ G-od grant you victory, oh Ardbi ! ”) 

The following address came from the chief in- 
habitants of the wealthy district of Sharkiya : — 

The Ministry wMch was formed with the consent of the 
Chamber under the presidency of Mahmoud Sami Pacha, from 
the day it assumed the reins of government, has sought to better 
the condition of the country and has striven to lay down principles 
of justice, to support the rules of order, and blot out the defects 
of the times preceding its formation. 

It adopted the most efficacious measures for rooting out the 
tyranny which has ruined the country and defaced its beauty. 
It commenced, with all possible zeal and intelligenco, to give 
justice to those who sought it. We, therefore, chief men of the 
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province of Sharkiya, and having fhe most important interest in 
the same, do demand the maintenance of this Cabinet, that it 
may complete its good measures, which, if God so wills it, are 
for our profit and welfare. We pledge ourselves to support this 
Ministry as we would defend our honour, our property, and all 
that is cherished by us. 

The principal inhabitants of Alexandria spoke 
thus : — 

In the name of God the Clement and Merciful, praise be to 
Him and blessings on the Prophet of God. 

We verily believe that the presence of the fleet off our city 
can bo for no other purpose than to carry out the Note pre- 
sented by the two Consuls-General of England and Franco to 
the Egyptian Government. 

In the demands set forth in this Note, an attempt is made to 
strike at the rights of the people and their country, to annul the 
firmans of the Porte, and openly and plainly to intervene in 
affairs of purely internal administration. It asks also the 
banishment of Egyptians and the dismissal of those who are our 
Ministers. This can mean nothing else than taking possession 
of our country. We have heard that His Highness the Khedive 
has accepted the note in question without finding fault with a 
word of it. He has done this although Egypt is a dependency 
of the Porte, who has granted to its ruler the full direction of 
all its internal affairs, and the submission to the Note destroys at 
once our privileges and those of the Porte. We of Alexandria 
reject the Note of the Powers, and he who accepts it must abso- 
lutely and for ever sever his cause from ours. 

We refuse to separate ourselves from the Porto, to attach 
ourselves to any foreign power, even should we die for it, for 
better is it to die for the life of the country than to live while 
the country is dying. 
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Addresses of this kind seem to have poured in. 
from all parts of the country, from Eosetta, from the 
Dakhalia, from Mansoorah, from G-harbieh, and the 
Fayoom. Their language is different, but their object 
is one — ^to support Ardbi in his opposition to the 
Joint Note, to protest against the arrival of the fleet, 
and to solicit the favourable intervention of the 
Sultan. The Bedouin Sheikhs follow the example of 
their brethren of the cities, and their petitions are 
perhaps the most curious of all. In a score of them 
the fate of Tunis is pointed out as a warning and 
example. To reproduce these documents would fill 
a volume. 

For my present purpose one other example of them 
will suffice; — the judgment of the great theological 
doctors of the El Azhar (a Moslem university almost 
as old as Islam itself) upon the Khedive Tewfik. 

Here is the iatifta, or question : — 

Oh ye Notables and most learned Ulemas, who give wise 
counsel to the Moslems, who keep the Mussulman law spotless 
and pure, and who watch over the execution of its precepts, 
incline your ear and answer to the questions put by the Egyptian 
Nation in the following lines. Give sound advice, and may 
you be guided aright, and may God work well through you and 
point out the straight path ! 

What say you of a Sovereign who, being named by the 
Prince of the Faithful to govern his subjects with justice, and to 
act according to the rules of God, has violated the compact and 
sown dissensions among the Moslems, and has broken their staff 
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of unity ? This so-called sovereign has even gone so far as to 
prefer the government of the Infidels to that of the Faithful, 
and has asked nations who are straying from the path of the 
true religion to establish their power in the Mussulman country 
over which he rules. 

, He has been the cause of making his subjects bend before 
the force of the stranger, and has even gone so far as to use 
every effort to defend that force. 

And when the Faithful counselled him to change his conduct, 
he refused, and stubbornly continued in disobedience to the 
Sultan, and the Holy Law. Knowing this, can this sovereign 
legally continue to reign, to enable strangers to sti'engthon 
themselves in the country of Islam, or must he not bo deposed, 
and another appointed in his place, who will watch over and keep 
the law ? 


Fetwa — or Opinion. 

Thanks to God, and prayers and peace to our Lord Muhamed, 
the Messenger of God, and to his relations, friends, and those 
who love him I 

In this case he shall be cast out, and in his place shall be 
named one who will watch over the law and defend it, and 
respect the rights of the Prince of the Faithful, our Lord the 
Caliph, Successor of the Messenger of the Master of all men. 

The Most High has said ^^Ye who believe, take not the 
Jews and the Christians as Masters one over the other, and ho 
among you who makes one of these his master shall be considered 
like to them.’’ He hath also said (Praise and honour to him I) 
‘ * Do not this, for then will there be troubles on the earth, and 
groat disorders.” Again He hath said (may He be praised and 
exalted I) He who does not govern in accordance with that 
which Go(J has shown by revelation he is truly an infidel,” 
Also He hath said (pi'aise and glory to Him !) He who does 
not govern according to the revealed wilhof God, is a sinner.” 
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And again, wlio does not govern according to the 

revealed will of Grod, that man is an oppressor/’ Again, Toll 
the deceitful that they shall have a terrible punishment, those 
who take to themselves friends among the unbelievers insicad of 
from among the faitliful. Do they seek after power ? Know 
that all power belongs to God alone I ” 

He hath said (praise and glory be to Him I) Yo who have 
believed, take not my enemy and yours to show kindness to 
him,” And again, He who dooth this, shall be considered as 
erring from the lughi way.” And again, ^^Yo have a fair 
example before you in Abraham and those who were with him. 
They said in truth to those among whom they lived, ^ We retire 
from you, and purify ourselves from you, and from all that you 
worship in the place of God. We will know you no more, and 
henceforth enmity and hatred shall reign between us for ever, 
until you shall worship the One God.’ ” He hath said (praise 
and glory be to Him I), In Abraham and his companions you 
have a good example, for those who trust in God and believe in 
the last day. Ho who rules is God, the Almighty to whom 
praise is due. He who makes friends of the Infidels is a tyrant.” 

The Prophet of God hath said (God’s blessing and peace be 
on him I), He who honours the power of God on earth, God 
will honour him on the day of the ResuiTection, and ho who 
despises the sovereignty of the Lord upon earth, God shall 
despise him upon the last day.” 

God, praise be to His name, is Omnipotent and Omniscient. 
May God bless our Lord the Prophet Muhamed, the most Hoble, 
and his family and friends, great and powerful! 

Here follow the signatures of the eight great 
religious chiefs of the El Azhar. The senior Mu- 
hamed Eleish died in the early days of his tribula- 
tions, but his legitimate successor Hasan El Edwi 
was one of the •most remarkable of the prisoners I 
met in the Daira Saniya. 
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Arabi’s papers, I believe, are more than suffioieut 
to rebut any cbarge of rebellion in tbe ordinary sense 
of tbe word. They show at any rate that if he 
rebelled at all he did so as the leader of five millions 
of people, and at the head of the whole Egyptian 
people. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

THE BATTLE OF THE PKOCEDUEE EULES. 

Novembee opened ■with the strongest iiidications, both 
on the part of M. BoreUi and the Commission of 
Inqxnry, that they -were both anxious to escape, if 
possible, from the Procedure Rules, which they had 
agreed to on the part of the Government, and I 
had accepted on behalf of our clients. We, on the 
contrary, saw in them our sheet-anchor, and deter- 
mined to cling closely to them accordingly. On going 
to the prison as usual -(November 2nd) we were sur- 
prised to find the Commission in solemn session, 
although, in virtue of our agreement, we were now 
entitled to be present at the further examination of 
witnesses. Mahmoud Fehmy, Arabics Minister of 
Public Works and Chief Engineer, was entering the 
room between a file of soldiers just as we ariived. I 
sent in a note to M. BoreUi, asking him to tgll me what 
aU this meant. He begged us to be patient, assuring 
us with becoming gravity that he did not think the 

N 2 
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treasonalble language o£ Mahmoud Fehmy in regards 
to the Khedive ’s portmanteau very material to the 
merits of the case. 

As I insisted on presenting a formal protest to the 
Commission, he was again sent out to set matters 
straight if possible. The incident ended in a written 
compromise, by which we agreed that “the Com- 
mission might, during four days, to count from 
the 3rd November, hear in camerd the witnesses 
already summoned, and no others. After this, the 
Commission should give notice to the legal represen- 
tatives of the accused if there were sufficient grounds 
for continuing the inquiry. [Insirnotion.) From 
that day, and after such a time as was necessary for the 
examination of the record of the case, the inquiry could 
only M resumed in the presence of the accused and 
their advocates ; and in conformity with the arrange- 
. ment of the 21st October.” 

While the negotiations were in progress, the 
sitting of the Commission was suspended ; M. Borelli 
went backwards and forwards to confer with the 
president, and the compromise was finally signed by 
both of us in an adjoining office communicating 
with the court-room by an open door. When all 
was over Ismail Eyoub offered me his congratulations 
in the presence of his colleagues. The importance of 
what took place will soon be seen. ^ Ten days later 
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tho Commission was instructed by Ei4z Pacha to deny 
that they had cognizance either of this arrangement, 
or the first agreement entered into by Borelli Bey on 
behalf of the Khedivial Government. 

While waiting in tho corridor I was suddenly 
addressed in good English by a short, thickset, and 
very much bronzed Egyptian, wearing an old tattered 
naval uniform, and carefully guarded on either side by 
a soldier. To avoid suspicion he hardly moved his lips. 
With many interruptions he told me the following 
story: — “My name is Ali Rdgheb. I was a second 
ofiicer in the service of the administration of the Khe> 
divial steamers. On several occasions I was ordered 
to bring letters to Ardbi from the Yildiz Kiosk. I 
once or twice took back his replies. After the 
bombardment I was arrested on reaching Alexandria. 
I had some cypher letters with me not for Arabi but 
for other people, the contents of which I did not know. 
The Alexandria Court Martial condemned me to ten 
years’ hard labour in the Soudan. This means death. 
I beg you to call me as a witness for Ardbi. I will 
testify in his favour. He was the chosen leader of all 
of us Egyptians, though he is deserted now. Can 
you present an appeal against the sentence passed 
upon me ? ” Later on I asked to call Ali Rdgheb as 
a witness. The Commission immediately ordered him 
to the Soudan. Sir Charles Wilson prevented this, and 
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I tried in vain to move tbe autliorities in his favour. 
It was, however, hopeless. . The sentence was fifteen 
years and not ten as he imagined. What has hecomo 
of him since ? 

The following days were passed in reading the 
various statements given us by the prisoners, and in 
examining such depositions as we managed to obtain 
from the Commission. The materials for a really 
tenable defence now seemed almost within our grasp. 
It became increasingly difficult for the Egyptian 
Government to conceal the true state of the case, unless, 
as Ardbi himself very aptly remarked, it could invent 
“ a chain capable of binding five millions of people.” 
In the course of a tedious search after a complete copy 
of the Moniteur JEgyptien (almost as inconvenient a 
record as our own Blue-Books), I made the acquaint- 
ance of Monsieur L^on Jablin, who had formerly 
been its publisher. I not only obtained from birn 
what I required, but he gave me unasked much new 
and valuable information in favour of my clients and 
their cause. M. Jablin had published in the spring a 
well-written pamphlet explaining the ideas and aims of 
the Nationalists, entitled VJEgypte Nomelle, which is 
well worth reading still. When I saw him he was 
selling off his possessions preparatory to returning 
home. “ Eidz Pacha and I,” he said, “ cannot live in 
the same country now.” 
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I also had the good fortune to meet Mr. M^Cul- 
logh, an excellent Arabic scholar and one of the most 
intelligent employes of the Egyptian Post Office. 
He had been “in at the death’’ when Ardbi’s tent 
was sacked, and was profoundly impressed by the 
thousands of telegrams which wore found there, and 
which eloquently testified to the universality of his 
cause. Mr. M'Cullogh never believed in Ardbi till 
then. He was now not only convinced but even 
enthusiastic in his defence. Apart from the Khedive 
and his mother, hardly a single male or female mem- 
ber of the reigning family had failed to send his or 
her offering of money or provisions to the camps, or 
his or her laudatory telegram or letter to the leader 
of the people. Mr. M'Cullogh had seen all these, and 
he had even copied some of them. Here is a single 
specimen : — 

Prince Ibrabim, to Arabi Paeba, 

Cairo, Kafr-el-Dowar. 

To JB.E. the protector of the rights of Egypt, Ahmed 
Pacha Ar^ibi. I offer to your Excellency my most sincere and 
ardent compliments and my public salutations, begging you to 
present the same to the chiefs of the army and to all the officers 
and soldiers, those possessors of genius and zeal. I tender you 
my hearty and continued thanks for your solicitude on behalf of 
our dear countiy, so precious to all Egyptians. I am delighted 
that the men of our country have offered themselves with the 
object of defending it against the enemy. I ascribe this to vour 
good endeavours, which have been confirmed by victory. I pray 
God that ho may pferpetuate your happiness, crowned by triumph 



184 


now WE DEFENDED AJiABI. 


and safety, and that I may receive a eontinned report of your 
health and security, of the continuation of victory, and of the 
rout of the iniquitous enemy. God can give us triumph 
tlmough the intercession of tho Prophet, for He is Almighty. 

Ibeahim 

Througli the good offices of Mr. Eobert Oliphant, 
one of onr clerks, we frequently saw Mr. Garwood, 
who had been till lately traffic-manager of the Cairo 
and Alexandria Eailway. From him we obtained 
many details as to tho singularly efficient manner in 
which ArAbi had maintained order and peace at Cairo 
down to the day of his defeat. Even during tho war 
the accounts of the Railway Company had been kept 
up to date with scrupulous exactness, not a piastre 
had been wrongfully appropriated from tho receipts. 
These very books could have shown conclusively 
that “kll Egypt was with Ardbi” in deed as well 
as in word. Mr. Garwood gave us many instances 
in support of his assertions, and told us a very 
curious story of an adventure which happened to him 
just before the commencement of hostilities. 

“ The evening before Ar4bi left for Alexandria,” he 
said, ‘‘I was sitting with Mr. Oliphant in the balcony 
of Shepheard’s Hotel, when we were accosted by a 
Turk, who spoke French, and was familiar to us as an 
hanger-on at the Government offices. Some refresh- 
ment was ordered, and the man joined oxu: party. 
After a few remarks on the subject of what had recently 
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taken place, he said to mo somewhat abruptly, ‘Could 
you not manage for a great reward to leave the rail- 
way bridge at Kafr Zayat open when Arabi goes 
down to Alexandria to-night ? ’’ Seeing the horror 
his proposal excited, he affected to laugh, and said he 
was only jesting; besides, how could he seriously 
mahe such an offer to Englishmen ? He almost forced 
us to drink some wine he ordered as a sign of our 
belief in his protestations. After he left, Mr. Oliphant 
fell into a state of coma and I became violently ill, 
and I think the terrible sickness which supervened 
saved my life. Late at night we both went to the 
police-station, where our depositions were taken. 
Then came the exodus of Europeans and so the 
matter dropped.” Mr. Oliphant fully confirmed this 
strange story. 

Another of our visitors was Signor G-. B. Messi- 
daglia, who had, in the days of Gressi Pacha, been one 
of the three subordinate governors of the Soudan. 
He had remained in Cairo during all the anxious time 
before Tel-el-Kebir, and, although personally opposed 
to Ardbi, was loud in his praise of the order main- 
tained by his subordinates. “ Never,” he said, “ was 
there so much real security at Cairo as during the 
so-called reign of terror.” He showed me a paper 
signed by all the Italian colonists attesting the praise- 
worthy conduct of Ibrahim Bey Fouzy, Ardbi’s 
Prpfpet of Police. Before leaving: once more for the 
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Soudan (where he again did good service) Signor 
Messidaglia gave me a rough print of the bombard- 
ment, which had attained great popularity in Cairo 
during the operations at Kafr-el-Dowar. It was 
coloured green, red, and yellow, all attempt at per- 
spective being entirely dispensed with. Ardbi was 
waving his sword triumphantly, while one ship at 
least was on fire and another sinking. M. Gabriel 
Charmes* sees an unpardonable crime in the favourable 
and one-sided versions of the “ warlike operations ” 
published and telegraphed by the Nationalists to 
encourage the Egyptians. If the trial had gone on I 
should have produced a collection of French official 
papers, which would have shown conclusively that 
M. Ga,mbetta in 1870 sinned in this respect far more 
unblushingly than Ardbi. 

It was now; decided to fit up, regardless of expense, 
a new court in the great hall of the Daira Saniya prison. 
Workmen now began to toil at it day and night 
with almost feverish impatience. In order I suppose 
to protect its oeeupants from cold a splendid floor of 
marble slabs was ruthlessly ripped up, and wooden 
planks laid down in its place. I well remember poor 
Ali Fehmy taking me to his cell-window, which looked 
into the central quadrangle, and saying, “Do you 
wish to know what kind of people govern us ? Look 

• ETneurreetion, MiUtatre en Egt/pte. Revae des Deux Mondes, 
Ati^ust mdi September. 188 S. 





THE BATTLE OF THE PliOCEDURE 'EULEE. 187 

there ! Do you want to learn how Egyptian money 
is spent ? Look there ! ” 

The day after these preparations commenced 
(November 5th) I again met in the corridor of the 
prison Mahmoud Sdmi’s lawyer, Yusef Kdmil. He 
asked me to see his client, and I accordingly accom- 
panied him to the cell in which he was confined. The 
ex-Prime Minister is a little below the usual height, 
with a pale and almost refined face of the Turkish 
type (although he claims an admixttire of Egyptian 
blood, and his family has been domiciled in Egypt 
for three generations at least), and he seemed to feel 
his present position very acutely. His full name is 
Mahmoud Sdmi Baroudi, or the " Powder-manu- 
facturer,” an affix which now has lost its significa- 
tion. Looking at the frail figure before me it was 
difficult to realize the dark tale of vengeance for a 
marital wrong which is always urged against him 
by his enemies. His second wife — a princess of the 
house of Yeghen, connected in some way with the 
Khedivial family— has shown the deepest affection for 
her husband in the midst of his tribulations. In his 
present position prudence dictated the most formal 
interchange of compliments on both sides, but before 
many weeks had passed I was destined to know more 
of Mahmoud Sdmi. 

I now often saw Ismail Eyoub, who used many 
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blandishments to persuade me to change the procedure, 
and who entirely failed to understand the meaning of 
cross-examination. According to his honest conviction, 
a man of mean condition or a disgraced Nationalist 
might he treated with undisguised contumely, while 
it was rank treason to approach in anything but the 
most servile language a “loyal’’ Pacha or Bey. It 
also began slowly to dawn upon him that in virtue of 
our rules of procedure we were now entitled to cross- 
examine many people in high places, including the 
Khedive himself, who, with Ridz and Cherif, had 
tendered written ex-parte diatribes against the rebels. 
Ismail Eyoub was evidently uncomfortable. If Arabi 
was to have a fair trial be really could not understand 
why the English had come to Egypt at all. 

As the Commission persisted in making no sign, 
we were forced to commence a correspondence, for 
if we did nothing we were sure to be accused 
of delay. We asked to be allowed to see others 
amongst the prisoners whom we proposed to call 
as witnesses. OTm request was met by an abrupt 
refusal. We prayed with becoming humility for 
information as to the code by which our clients 
were to be tried. The answer was contained in 
two words — “military law.” We applied for the 
summons of witnesses, but no reply of any sort was 
obtainable. 
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On the 7th November we were invited to a con- 
ference of the Commission. Even the coffee and ci- 
garettes which as usual formed a prelude to discus- 
sion were powerless to infuse any cordiality into the 
proceedings. We soon found ourselves undergoing a 
process of cross-examination with a view to destroy 
our procedure rules. How long would our examina- 
tion of witnesses last ? Who was actually to put the 
questions ? Whose interpretation was to bo binding ? 
Were the accused ever to be allowed to speak? 
Would we object to furnish the Commission with 
“ArAbi’s papers” at once? Were not prisoners in 
England condemned after simple interrogation ? 
Supposing we confounded the witnesses in cross- 
examination, and Borelli Bey made them contradict 
themselves in re-examination, which version was the 
Court to believe? The next day we forwarded to 
Ismail Pacha Eyoub a discreet reply in writing, 
couched in the most conciliatory language and in 
strict accordance with the convention entered into 
by Borelli Bey on behalf of the Egyptian Govern- 
ment. 

Our interpreter, Mr. Santillana, now arrived, and 
his great ability, coupled with a complete mastery of 
the Arabic language, gained him at once the confidence 
of the prisoners and even excited the admiration of 
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the Commission. He at once became a zealous sbaror 
in our increasingly arduous labours. 

A very disagreeable incident now occurred. The 
mudir or governor of Zagazig was a near relative of 
Ridz Pacha. He had once previously been removed 
from his post, and he suspected two of the chief inha- 
bitants of the province to have been in some degree 
instrumental in procuring his discomfiture. Their 
positions were now by a turn of fortune reversed ; 
Perid Pacha was once more governor of Zagazig, and 
his opponents, Emin Bey Shemsi and Ahmed Bey 
Abdza (two strong adherents of Arabi), were in 
prison at Cairo. Ooxild such a rare opportunity for 
a little seasonable vengeance be possibly missed? 
Shemsi and Abaza were removed to Zagazig, and 
given up to the tender mercies of their former enemy. 
That they were thrust chained into a dark and 
bedless cell nobody denies, but a story became current 
that they were compelled to clean the prison, and 
otherwise treated with inhumanity and indignity. 
Amongst Shemsi’s many employes was a young 
Syrian clerk named Nicola Karmi, who claimed the 
rights of a British subject as the grandson of one 
Curmi, a native of Malta. Kai-mi had been at his 
home in Beyrout during the recent troubles, and only 
returned to Zagazig to find his master in jail, and his 
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family overwhelmed with grief and fairly beside 
themselves with consternation. 

Karmi had heard of our defending Ardbi, and he 
determined to see if we could do anything to alleviate 
the condition of his master. By the desire of the 
Shemsi family he came to Cairo, and on the afternoon 
of the 8th November called on us to know if we could 
undertake Shemsi’s defence. He was tracked from 
our door by spies, arrested on a charge of sedition, 
and, although a Christian, a British subject, and an 
absentee during the war, sent at once by train to 
Alexandria and deported as a dangerous political 
firebrand to Bey rout. Next morning we received two 
despairing telegrams from poor Karmi now on his 
involuntary journey southwards. We could do 
nothing. Sir Edward Malet was (I think, to his 
regret) unable to interfere with the Klhedivial pre- 
rogative of expelling suspected persons from his 
dominions. 

Our prospects now seemed gloomy enough. The 
Commission of Inquiry had become openly hostile, 
and was apparently determined to force upon us a 
procedure of its own making. Borelli Bey, with whom 
we had originally come to terms, showed a manifest 
inclination to have as little as possible to do with tlie 
business ; we could only obtain the recoi*ds of the 
prosecution in such small instalments as to prevent 
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any general examination of the case; onr position 
was greatly damaged by the designedly open intimi- 
dation committed in the matter of Karmi, and the 
public at home seemed disposed to chafe at a delay 
which was attributed to our desire to indulge in 
speeches of Tichbornian dimensions. Almost in 
despair we wrote the following letter to the Times : — 

To die Editor of the Times, 

SiE, — In order to prevent serious misconception in England, 
we venture to ask you to allow us to say a few words on tho 
subject of the coming trial. A feeling seems to have somehow 
or other arisen in England that the rebellion itself admits of no 
denial, and that tho only difficulty is the ultimate disposal of 
the persons of its leaders. Wo regret that our duty does not 
allow us to hasten the very necessary settlement of Egypt by 
accepting this conclusion. 

The prisoners deny there has been any rebellion in its legal 
sense. They say, and will prove if time is allowed them, that 
the Sublime Porte from first to last approved their action. 
Certain letters in the possession of Arabi Pacha have been 
already published, and their contents are corroborated strongly 
by the striking narrative of the tortuous diplomacy of the Yildiz 
Kiosk unfolded in tho last published Blue-Books. We also 
hope to prove that His Highness the Khedive, for a long period 
prior to the commencement of hostilities, wavered systematically 
between the retrograde party and the Nationalists but that 
after the arrival of Dervesh Pacha he acquiesced at throe 
Cabinet Councils, as also did Dexwesh Pacha himself, in the 
early phases of resistance — an assertion to a great measure 
borne out by the ambiguous terms of the subsequent proolaxna- 
tions issued both at Constantinople and in Egypt. Other points 
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of law, we believe, can bo raised in opposition to tlio charge of 
rebellion between the 20th of July and the IStla of September, 
especially as under the Ottoman code the rebels must wage 
war against the Sultan, who, we respectfully contend, incited 
them by word and deed to wage the war they waged against a 
common foe 

We should ill serve our client if we relied on mere legal 
technicalities. Of course, we must insist on a definition of the 
substantive law to be applied to the case, and we ha\e settled 
the procedure by a code of om’ owm, ad hoc. But we chiefly 
rely on our proofs that Arabi, rightly or wrongly, really headed 
a National movement, that he received the moral and material 
support of nearly the whole of Egypt, and that he was only 
deserted when he failed to secure success. These facts we feel 
sure of establishing. More than this, wo shall prove that the 
recent contest was the most humanitarian war known in the 
history of nations, that it was characterised by a total absence 
of the hoi’ror of ordinary warfare, and that the efforts of its 
leaders were uniformly directed to preserve order and »ecure 
the safety alike of person and property. As regards the crimes 
of Alexandria, we have, as far as any information is given by 
the papers already communicated to us, yet to know om? 
accusers. All we can say at present is that all the subsequent 
conduct of Arabi Pacha is in itself the most striking evidence 
in his favour. Abd-el-Kader was only sent into exile at 
Damascus, yet his raids in Algeria far exceeded in gravity 
and cruelty any allegations made against Ar^bi even by his 
bitterest foe. 

Wo only obtained access to Arabi on the 22nd of October, 
and to our other clients some days later. Since then no one 
can accuse us of want of diligence. We have worked inces- 
bantly, with the assistance of a staff of twenty translators and 
dorks, at the examination of the documents on both sides. The 
prosecution commenced communicating their proceedings on 
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the l&t of Noveaibor^ and this work is to-day very far from 
completion. Till this is done we are wholly unable to begin tho 
most necessary cross-examination of wituesbcs. 

We hayo no desire to ‘^^air our eloquence’’ before iho 
Egyptian tribunalsj and are quite willing to present onl} wn’itieii 
defences in Arabic to be read in open court. But wdmt we do 
ask is the material time to examine the existing documents and 
evidence, in order to prove the defence "vve have indicated above. 
Without this concession tho deliverance of Arabi Pacha can 


neither bo good nor just, and we submit it is quite as imj)ortant 
for those wdtii whom the responsibility for tho future of Egy])t 
mainly rests to know the whole truth as to recent events as tt) 
hurry over a merely formal trial simply because Arubi Pacha 
blocks the way. 

We are, Sir, your humble servants, 


Cairo, Nov. 8. 


A. M. Bboadley, I 
Mark P. Napiee,) 


Barristers-at-Law. 


That same evening Lord Dufferin arrived in 
Cairo. 
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CHAPTEE XVI. 

LORD DtTBTEEIN’S ARRIVAL. 

Notwithstanding tlie difficulties related in the pre- 
vious diapter, a rent in the clouds now and again 
served to cheer us in the midst of our troubles. More 
and more testimony in favour of Ardbi was forth- 
coming. Mr. Napier had procured some valuable 
evidence as to the circumstances which followed the 
bombardment at Alexandria ; even Wilson Bey, a 
Grovemment engineer, confessed to us that the manner 
in which Arabi had caused his house to be guarded 
was beyond all praise ; while the Superiors of one or 
two religious orders were prepared to attest the 
exemplary good treatment they had received during 
the war. • 

Even the intense interest felt in the trial waned 
perceptibly in presence of the excitement occasioned by 
LordDujfferin’s mission. TheKhedive and his Ministers 
knew full well that he had baffled the tortuous diplo- 
macy of the Yildiz Edosk, and his advent in Egypt 
was awaited with fear and trembling. In the midst 
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of tlie prevailing nervous expectancy, I fancy even 
Ismail Eyoub did his best to give his hard-worked 
Commissioners a little breathing-time to see whafctum 
things would now take. This wholly unlooked-for 
sending of Lord Dufforin to Egypt seemed to operate 
as a political shower-bath on the various rival factions, 
each of which hoped for some advantage from the 
new and improved order of things, which was about 
to he inaugurated under the mgis of England. The 
Khedive was above all anxious and ill at case, for ho 
felt that Lord Duffoiiu must know a great deal too 
much of the Constantinople end of the tangled skein 
of Turkish intrigue in Egypt. Nubar Pacha resolved 
to hasten back to the land of his adoption to charm 
his Lordship with well-worn platitudes about systems 
of finance and judicial reforms ; Ridz and Cherif 
(ministerial irreconcileables) were both anxious to see 
on whom his choice would definitely fall ; while the 
vanquished Nationalists in their cells fervently trusted 
that some justice and relief to them would be a 
consequence of his coming. , 

In the midst of this clamour of speculation Lord 
Dufferin quietly took up his temporary residence in the 
gilded Kasr-el-Nousa Palace, at the end of the shady 
Shoubra Avenue, and dwelt in the same apartments 
which hadbeentenanted by two generations of I’erkish 
Commissioners within the past twelve months. 
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In one of these rooms Lord Duffcrin received Mr, 
Napier and myself on the morning of the 11th Novem- 
ber. • Ho gave me at once the very fullest opportunity 
of stating my case, and I carefully narrated every 
incident which had occurred since our arrival down to 
the time of our interview. He listened most patiently 
to all I had to say, and, as an expert diplomatist, 
said very little himself. I felt, however, perfectly 
convinced that the Nationalists need no longer 
despair of justice. 

On the following afternoon we received (in answer 
to one of our numerous applications) three packets, 
which we were assured contained all the papers 
belonging to Ardbi, Ydcoub Sdmi, and Ahmed Rifat. 
I immediately asked Ardbi to point out any document 
he considered of importance to his defence. There 
were none ; letters, telegrams, &c., as described by 
Mr. M'Oullogh, had somehow or other miscarried in 
tramiM, and all that remained were worse than use- 
less. Ardbi had always maintained a very chivalric 
silence about his French sympathizers, but amongst the 
papers handed me by the Commissioners I by chance 
found one very curious letter, dated some time early in 
June. It was written by Voisin Bey, who is or was 
in the Khedivial service, and describes himself as an 
“ ancien ofifteier de marine.” He tells Ardbi that he 
has been on bqard the French ii’onclads and inter- 
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viewed the Admiral. He is now in a position to 
assure the ‘‘loyal and patriotic defender of his 
country ” that the French fleet has come merely to 
watch the movements of the JEnglish, and in no way 
to attack the Egyptians. Voisin Bey says he has not 
failed to impress on the French officers the true state 
of the case, and “ the valorous conduct of the loader 
of the Egyptian people.” In Voisin Bey’s remarkable 
letter we have a fair example of the first-fruits of 
Anglo-French alliance. 

The following day saw the commencement of a 
new Moslem year, and the beginning of the fourteenth 
century of the Hegira. Islam had expected great things 
of the first of Mohurrum, 1300, but even the voice of 
prophecy could now awaken no enthusiasm in Cairo. 
The Commission of Inquiry thought it proper to 
mark the date by a manifesto. A species of decree 
was sent to us substituting an entirely now and 
original procedure for that agreed upon between our- 
selves and BoreUi Bey. The following is a short 
summary of its provisions : — The inquiry will in any 
case, be resumed on the 25th Nov., and the whole 
case comprising cross-examination and the production 
of evidence, must, under all circumstances and with- 
out any possible excuse, be completed in thirty days. 
Counsel can only examine witnesses through the Pre- 
sident, who may stop any question he thinks fit. The 
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accused can only appoint counsel after the completion 
of the preliminary examination. The counsel for the 
defence must surrender their docmnentary evidence 
to the Commission of Inquiry before it completes its 
labours. 

There was no possibility of mistaking the moaning 
of such a radical change of front. The work of 
nearly a whole month was rendered useless, for the 
very idea of a fair trial was now out of the question. 
We could do nothing but present a respectful answer* 

Cairo, 

12tli NoYcmbcr, 1882. 

To His Excellency Ismail Pacha Eyoub, President of the Commission 
of Preliminary Enq^uiry. 

Excellency, 

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of yonr communication of 
this day’s date. 

We hasten to inform you that on behalf of our clients we respect- 
fully decline to accept the conditions therein set forth as totally at 
variance with the arrangement arrived at with us by H.E. Borelli 
Bey on your behalf, and on behalf of the Government of His Highnes^ 
the Khedive, as we shall be able to jirove when called on so to do. 

We regret extremely that a stern sense of duty to our clients 
compels us to thus place on record our total disagreement with the 
terms of your letter, from which we confidently appeal to the high 
sense of justice of H.H. The Khedive and his Ministers, whose sanc- 
tion (combined with your approval and adoption) gave legal force to 
the agreement signed on your behalf by H.E. Borelli Bey. 

We are, Excellency, 

Your obedient humble servants, 
(Signed) A. M. Broadley, i Barrister*='- 
Mark Kapier, j at-Law. 
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to Ismail Eyoulb, and bring the matter to the notice 
of Lord Dufferin. Our letter to the President was fol- 
lowed bj other communications calling his attention 
to the yarious queries which he had left unanswered, 
and our reasons for considering as obligatory and 
official the Procedure Rules which wo could only 
frankly confess we owed to “ the gi’eat experience, 
the spirit of conciliation, and the well-known legal 
acumen of H.E. Borolli Boy.” 

Our clients meanwhile continued working at their 
defences and wholly unconscious of the storm which 
was raging around us. Sheikh Abdii compiled for our 
use an intelligent analysis of his Official Journal, and 
gave us a great deal of information about the earlier 
days of the National movement. He vividly described 
how Ardbi became the popular hero of Egypt, and how 
thousands of Egyptian fathers called their children 
after him, while the name of Tewfik was obliterated 
;from the land. 

For reasons I shall presently relate Ridz Pacha 
grew bolder and more obstructive, till at last, on the 
14th November, we were refused admittance to all 
our clients except Ardbi on the ground that an anony- 
mous letter had been received stating that some of 
our clerks, without our knowledge, had been carrying 
on communications between some of the prisoners and 
their friends, with a view of oxciting.a popular rising. 
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Sir Charles Wilson, howeyer, promptly interfered on 
our behalf, and the proposed restriction was removed. 

Many noteworthy events occurred on that day in 
the prison. Arabi told us of a curious dream he had 
had during the nigbt, which had somewhat startled 
him. There is nothing ludicrous in such a confidence 
on his part. ArAbi is an Egyptian, a well-read, 
able, and gifted Egyptian, it is true, but still an 
Egyptian and nothing more. Orientals have always 
more or less believed in visions since the days of Saul 
and David, who were great men in their times, and 
there is nothing astonishing in Ar4bi talking about 
his dream. Ardbi had dreamed that in the night an 
enormous serpent attacked him in his cell; its head was 
as Abd-el-Hamid and its tail as the Khedive Tewfik. 
At last he killed it witb his sword. The dream had 
somewhat disturbed Ardbi’s usual composure. 

A curious scene was going on in Abd-el-Al’s coll, 
nothing less than a grave criminal trial. Many 
months ago his ward, a young Circassian named 
Muhamed Husny (who used actually to accompany 
his guardian’s little son Said on his visits to our 
office), had been detected in the act of attempting 
to poison the Pacha in his evening bowl of tea. 
The case somehow or other had hung fire, and 
it was now being suddenly completed. Many long 
rolls of evideneq were read, and at last a sentence 
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of eleven years imprisonment in th.o neighbour- 
hood of the White Nile was formally pronounced 
sdance iemnte. Next day a very great man, one 
Hussein Pacha (a member of the Court Martial), called 
on me and said that he had been appointed guardian 
of this interesting young poisoner, in tho place of 
Abd-el-i-l. By my client’s direction I afterwards 
went to his house, opened his safe, and counted 
out 3,000 Egyptian guineas, which I consigned to 
Hussein Pacha’s agent. The ward, still at liberty, 
made vain appeals to me to give him ten pounds 
for himself, as, he said with apj)arent sincerity, it was 
all he was ever likely to see of his property. 

In the corridor of the jail that afternoon I met 
Ismail Eyoub. He made me understand ho did not 
bear malice, and fervently prayed that all our dif- 
ferences would somehow or other be settled by 
diplomacy. Just then two prisoners strongly guarded 
ascended the staircase. They were Suleimdn Bey 
Sdmi and Hasan Moosa-el-Akad, who had that day 
arrived from Crete. The great crisis of Ai-abi’s fate 
had now arrived, but his dream proved a good omen 
after all. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

. AHMED EIfIt’s STOEY. 

Two days before Lord Dufferin reached Cairo, Ahmed 
Rif^t Bey, who had been, as I have before explained. 
Secretary of the Nationalist Council of Ministers, gave 
me a general statement of his defence, as well as a 
variety of notes and memoranda to assist me in pre- 
paring for the coming trial. Rifat Bey compiled his 
narrative in French, which he writes correctly and 
fluently, and I intend him to tell his story as nearly 
as possible in his own words. 

“ Is it a dream,” writes Rifdt, “ that I have seen 
all Egypt carry on, during two entire months, a war 
regularly declared by her Khedive against a great 
power like England, and uphold in his functions 
Ardbi, who had been entrusted by the Khedive him- 
self with the conduct of that war ? If all this is only 
a vision ; if I must continue in ignorance as to why a 
civilian like myself should remain a long time in 
prison awating my trial by court-martial, while the 
very civil and religious authorities who are responsible 
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for tlie war arc still in libertj’^, and if I am still to 
remain in constant dread of ill-treatment in my cell 
by a band of janissaries and valets as happened on the 
day I was thrust into it, — then indeed I have little to 
say in my defence. No words of mine could help to 
solve the enigma offered during nearly two years by 
the sphinx of the Egyptian question. 

“But it is not so. A bright ray of justice has 
even reached my cell. The very Englishmen who 
have defeated us in battle now demand for us an 
impartial trial. We can entertain no possible illusion 
on the subject, — England and the English people are 
our real judges. I do not fear to speak plainly now. 

“ Europeans are grievously mistaken when they 
try to understand the East by the light of the pre- 
conceived ideas created by another kind of education, 
and a widely-different social condition. lienee it is 
that the East generally remains a mystery — a sealed 
book. Some writers even imagine that such political 
distinctions as those of Conservative, Liberal, and 
Radical exist in Egypt. There is but one political 
party either in this country or in the East — I will call 
it le pciA'ii des affames de justice, ‘ the eager seekers 
for justice.’ Honest men of all classes belong to it 
even down to the smallest peasant-farmers, and the 
very fellahs themselves. According to their varying 
intelligence they all desire to share in the benefits 
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conferred by such political institutions as Europe 
possesses ; to bo governed with justice and equity, to 
see an honest and uncorrupt administration put an 
end to abuses of power, and to feel as little as possible 
the caress of the courbache. ‘ The eager seekers for 
justice ’ ask, in a word, security for life, honour, and 
property. 

“ This craving for justice is the great idea which 
has taken possession of the heart of orientals since 
the old landmarks destroyed by time have become 
ins u fficient to protect them from vexation and tyranny. 
But the want of any real popular institutions, coupled 
with the absence of fair-dealing tribunals and just laws, 
have enfeebled the political idea I have tried to de- 
scribe, and have reduced it to a sentiment trds timide. 

“ It seemed almost like a star in winter. As soon 
as it appeared it was quickly hidden by clouds. The 
first tangible proof of its existence was the promulga- 
tion by the Sultan Abdul Medjid of the Hatt Humayun 
of Gulhan^ which guaranteed to the subjects of the 
empire security of life, honour, and property. When 
in spite of the opposition of Abbas Pacha its operation 
was extended to Egypt the sentiment timide became 
bolder. The increased contact with Europe and 
Europeans began to create for the Egyptians a 
patriotism of their own. 

“Tewfik Pacha came to the throne with many 
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professions of Iiis intention to inaugurate a new era 
of things as a strictly constitutional soyereign. The 
fallacious appearance of harmony and prosperity was 
soon oversliadowed by two great errors, — ^tbe unjust 
solution of the Mukabala question, * and the excessive 
employment of Europeans. The Egyptian is neither 
malicious or fanatical. He does not detest the 
European, in whom he even recognizes some sort of 
superiority, but if he is contemptuously pushed out of 
the way, and a European twice, thrice, or even four 
times more highly paid than he is, to do, or rather to 
make the Egyptian do, some Egyptian task for which 
the European will be credited and the Egyptian not 
even thanked, he will not rebel (for an Egyptian 
never rebels), but he will pour into some friendly ear 
his complaint, quelle injustice ! 

“ Then came the tyranny and mismanagement of 


* “ Hie repeal of the law of Mukabala,” says Mr. Keay, “ had 
the result of practically confiscating both the 17,000,0001. which the 
cultiyators had paid, and the valuable right which they had thereby 
purchased to a reduction in perpetuity of 50 per cent, in the rental of 
their lands from the year 1885. Consequently, not only have the 
landholders lost their 17,000,0001., but a confiscatory tax on land, 
amounting to 1,700,0001. sterling every year, is raised from ’1,000,000 
culiivators, and paid over to the bondlioldors. And yet people wonder 
that there is discontent in Egypt, which hapless country, they protest, 
has been raised from misery to unaEoyed happiness by the Dms ex 
machind of the European Control 1 Spoiling the Egyptians (London, 
1882), p. 49. 
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Osman Pacha Eifki, the Minister of War, who man- 
aged to give the name o£.‘ Cu-cassian ’ to a faction ho 
involuntarily created. Ridz Pacha would have fain 
stayed the tide of discontent if he could, hut it was 
now too late. The deep current of military grievances 
soon joined the equally strong flood of civil ill-humour. 
Together they formed the last phase of Egyptian 
Nationalism. The pronunciameiifo of February, 
which resulted only in the change of a Minister, 
was followed by that of September, which entailed 
the fall of the entire Cabinet. In the interval the 
prevalent feeling of dissatisfaction in the army had 
been greatly aggravated by the discovery of certain 
intrigues on the part of Yusef Kamil Pacha, Director 
of the Private Daira (estate administration) of the 
Khedive, to induce the officers of his regiment to 
get rid of their colonel, Abd-el-Al.* 

“ During the demonstration at Abdin, I was in the 
company of Haider Pacha Yeghen, a relative of the 
Khedive, who told me he had repeatedly advised 
Tewfik to dismiss the Ridz Cabmet as opposed to the 
legitimate aspirations of the country. The sequel to 
these events is now a matter of history ; Cherif Pacha 
accepted office, and apparently adopted the National 
programme. A few days later Sultdn Pacha, at the 

* The papers given me by Abd-el-Al prove conclusively the 
existence of this plot. 
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Lead of a numerous deputation, waited on him, and 
demanded in the name oi the whole countiy the 
fulfilment of his promises. The Parliament of Egypt 
was duly summoned. 

“ Then came the Turkish mission of Ali Nizami 
Pacha to Egypt, of which I prefer to give you a 
separate account.* After the dopartme of the envoys 
the elections were proceeded with, and at length the 
Chamber was duly opened under the presidency of 
Sultan Pacha. Both he and Cherif Pacha delivered 
speeches breathing the most liberal and exalted 
patriotism, although the force of the last-named 
oration was purposely somewhat attenuated in the 
version of it which appeared in the French edition 
of the Official Jom'ml. The effect of those parlia- 
mentary discourses was to raise the strongest hopes 
all over Egypt, and fan into a blaze the now fully 
kindled flame of Egyptian Nationalism. A fresh era 
had commenced, and a now historical epoch had been 
inaugurated. ‘Egypt for the Egyptians’ was no longer 
to be an empty phrase. Four months later Cherif 
fell under the reaction of disappointed expectations 
and unfulfilled promises. He declined to follow the 
inclination of the Chamber in the matter of the 
Budget, and he dared not touch the compact battalions 
of the European employes. Ho succumbed to the 
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National aspirations ho had so greatly holiJod to 
foster, and resigned his post to bo succeeded by 
Mahmoud Sami Pacha. This was in February, 1882 , 
and I became Secretary of the Council of Ministers. 

“ The prevailing popular enthusiasm found other 
vents than in mere iiarliamontary discussion. Two 
clubs, or society de hienfaismioe, afforded the now 
fully recognized National Movement (of wliich Arabi 
had by his own merits and force of character become 
the chief) a congenial arena. They had boon founded 
in the most regular and legal manner, and the highest 
Egyptian functionaries vied with each other in enrol- 
ling themselves as members. The first, called * El 
Makaqid-el-Hairi^,’ had, as honorary president. Prince 
Abbas, the elder son of the Khedive, and, as vice- 
president, Saltan Pacha himself, while the same offices 
in the second (El Tewfik el Hairie) were filled by the 
Khedive’s younger son and the new Premier, Mah- 
moud Pacha SAmi. Although political discussion was 
forbidden by the rules, these places of resort now 
became (with the full knowledge of the authorities) 
the scene of a series of brilliant fetes, in which orator 
after orator pictured in vivid colours the coming 
regeneration of Egypt, the free admission of Egyp- 
tians to every species of State employment, and the 
approaching end of foreign interference and social 
superiority. Egyptians were intoxicated at the 
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prospect held out to them. Tho sentiment Ihnide 
gave place to the most confident anticipation. It was 
then the walls echoed again and again with shouts ol 
‘ Long live the Khedive ! ’ 

“ The new Ministry, with Arahi himself as head 
of the War Department, seemed to he the most fitting 
solution of existing difficulties. He had already been 
depicted by those who did not know him as a suc- 
cessful mutineer who hated the Turkish and Circassian 
races, but those who did, saw in him tho defender of 
the very idea of justice. His name had in a few 
months become a banner around which both the army 
and the chief men of the country were ready to rally. 
Few people have had more intimate relations with 
Ardbi than I have, and I unhesitatingly declare that 
I have always found him an honest and upright man, 
entirely devoted to his country and his creed. Arilbi 
was neit]j.er a groat diplomatist nor skilled politician ; 
nor was he capable as a military chief of resisting 
the superior prowess of England, but as a really 
honest and unambitious Egyptian he was well able to 
lead his countrymen in their crusade for justice. 

“ I remember very well the first evening after tlio 
formation of the new Cabinet, when we all met at 
Mahmoud Sami’s house. Borelli Bey submitted a 
project he had drawn up for a ministerial programme, 
in which he had dexterously avoided the crucial diffi- 
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culty of the Budget. Ar^ibi Pacha took a seat opposite 
him, and demonstrated so clearly the vital importance 
of this question from the Egyptian standpoint that 
the draft was amended in accordance with his wishes 
and thus approved by the Khedive. 

“ The Ministry worked well until the Circassian 
Plot happened, which seemed to suddenly disorganise 
everything. The flagrant attempt to poison Abd-ol- 
Al, through the agency of his young Circassian ward 
Husni, was undoubtedly followed by a plot on a larger 
scale against Ardbi. I was absent from the Councils 
in which the matter was discussed, but I prepared a 
draft petition later on, in which the Ministers them- 
selves asked for a commutation of the sentence. 

“ The relations between the Khedive and his 
Ministers now cooled, and an open rupture was with 
difficulty avoided. In my official capacity I drew up 
the record of several very acrimonious discussions. 
A reconciliation had somehow or other been arranged, 
when to our consternation (25th May) the French and 
English Consuls presented an identical note demanding 
the withdrawal of Ardbi from Egypt and the dismissal 
of the Ministry. By order of my superiors I prepared 
a suitable answer at their dictation, which Mahmoud 
Sdmi and Mustapha Fehmy took to the Klredive. For 
a long time it had been evident that Tewfik was 
determined to trust to Europe, to break definitely 
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■witli the cause ho had almost ostcntatioubly affected 
to support, and crush the veiy aspirations and hopes 
he had himself so much contributed to excite. The 
Ministry resolved to reject the Note, while the 
EQiedive decided to accept it. Only one solution was 
possible, the Cabinet resigned. Popular 02 nnion, how- 
ever, so strongly supported Arabi that ho was re- 
appointed Minister of War two days later, and on the 
demand of the Consuls-Greneral guaranteed the jinblic 
peace. 

“ Dervesh Pacha* arrived a fortnight afterwards. 

“ On the 10th June I was sent for to the Palace, 
whore I found His Highness with M. Sinadiuo, the 
banker, and Sala Pacha, the director of the Blavo 
Trade Suppression Department. He told me those 
gentlemen were his witnesses, and asked me to give 
a proof of my fidelity by giving uj) to him the official 
minutes of the late Cabmet, which I have previously 
alluded to. On leaving the Palace I began to think 
oompliancG with such a request would constitute some- 
thing very like a breach of faith towards mj’’ former 
chiefs. I went to see Arabi, the only one of them who 
was still in office, and informed him of the order I 
had received. At that moment the documents in 
question were in my possession. Ardbi told me I 
might give the Khedive a certified copy, but that ho 

See jmt 
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would hold mo personally responsible if I parted with 
the originals, which formed the only record of the 
conduct of the Ministry. In consequence of those 
instructions, I wrote to the Khedive’s Secretaiy, ex- 
plaining my position, and offering to send him the 
copies I was authorised to give him. 

•••••• 

“In the Edgheb Ministry, formed on the 20th 
June, I was re-appointed Secretary of the Council, but 
the bombardment of Alexandria three days later pre- 
vented my joining my post. Next day official tele- 
grams from Rdgheb Pacha announced that war {el 
Jiarh) had been declared between Egypt and England, 
and that consequently the whole country was placed 
under martial law. 

“ Ydcoub Pacha Sdmi, the Under-Secretary for War, 
invited all his colleagues, as well as the heads of the 
different departments, to attend at the War Office, 
where he informed them that every section of the 
administration, including the press, must obey orders 
transmitted to him through the Minister of War, 
and that any one who failed in his duty would be 
punished in accordance vnth the provisions of martial 
law. 

“ Two or three days later we heard Alexandria 
had been burned. Crowds of its unfortunate inhabi- 
tants inundated Cairo, which now almost resembled a 
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city taken by assault. The want of reliable news 
occasioned general anxiety. Any certainty of informa- 
tion now seemed impossible. On going to the War 
Office, I found that Yiicoub Pacha and the Prefect of 
Police had taken all necessary measures for the pre- 
servation of order, and that the refugees from Alex- 
andria were to be distributed in the different 
provinces. 

“ At this juncture, or shoitly afterwards, Hussein 
Pacha Dramanli (Under-Secretary for the Interior), 
received an intimation from the Minister of liis 
department at Alexandria that iieaco liad lu'on con- 
cluded, and that, consequently, all war propai'ations 
should cease, and the Alexandrian refugees should be 
sent back to their native place. Ardbi’s despatclies, 
however, were couched in very different language. 
We heard on good authority that the Khedive was 
completely in the power of the English Admiral, and 
that miliary operations still continued at Kafr-cl- 
Dowar. 

“ The country was really without a government 
when I received a note from Hussein Pacha, my im- 
mediate superior, informing mo that I was appointed 
a member of the Executive Committee [Medjlis-el- 
Orfil, which was to meet at the War Office. At the 
same time a general assembly composed of all the heads 
of departments, many Ulemas (divines) and employds, 
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was held at the Home Office. The latter resolved to 
send a national deputation to Alexandria to ascertain 
the truth, and in case the Khedive and his Ministers 
were not really prisoners to request them to resume 
their functions at Cairo. A copy of this decision was 
forwarded by telegraph to Constantinople. 

“ Before anything could be definitely ascertained, 
telegrams and despatches from Ardbi Pacha annomiced 
that the Khedive (who was at that moment either a 
prisoner or fugitive) had dismissed him and counter- 
mandcd the war, which, as a matter of fact, continued. 
Ardbi asked to know the wishes of the country respect- 
ing the course he should pursue. 

“A more numerously attended meeting than the 
first (at which even the Princes of the Khodivial 
family, the patriarchs, and heads of the different 
religious communities, together with all the chief 
men of the country, were present) decided to support 
Ardbi Pacha against the will of the Khedive, who had 
acted in opposition to the Civil and Religious Codes 
of Moslem law, and to continue preparations for war 
until an answer was received from the Sultan, to 
whom a proch-verhal of the proceedings was tele- 
graphically addressed. 

“After this meeting all divergence of opinion 
completely disappeared. In the eyes of the Egyptians 
Ardbi was now nothing less than the servant and 
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defender of his country— the rcprcsentatiTC of five 
millions of people who wore resisting the invasion of 
their fatherland by a foreign army. Even persons 
once opposed to his views shared completely the 
general opinion. I even remember Yt'icoub Pacha 
Sabrij once a memlouk of Abbas Pacha, and a warm 
partisan of Tewfik, saying openly that ‘up to the 
time of the bombardment he had always sided with 
the Khedive against Artibi, but that now the Khedive 
had gone over to the English lie was too good a 
Moslem to uphold him any longer.’ In company with 
Hussein Dramanli I once questioned the Chief Judge 
of Cairo (Mollah Effendi) on the same point, and ho 
answered us with considerable oinpha.sis that ‘not 
only the Kjhodive, but even the Hullan himself, owed 
his position both as Sovereign and Caliph to the will 
of the empire.’ 

“ The energy displayed by all classes of the popu- 
lation from the Princes and Princesses down to the 
youngest children speaks for itself. The Government 
Eegisters will afford an unamwerablo testimony upon 
this head. Two actual employes of the Government 
will also be able to say much. Khalil Bey Iffet is 
stHl governor of the province of Mini(?h. Ho was the 
first to send down reinforcements and supplies of grain, 
and he did so with so much energy and zeal that a 
circular of Ardbi’s holding him up as the example and 
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model of a true patriot was published in the Official 
Gazette. Osmdin Pacha Ghaleb is to-day Perfect of 
Police at Cairo, yet barely three months ago as Mudir 
of Siout he sent 10,000 ardebs of wheat to Arabi’s 
camp. In every mosque and in every house in Egypt 
prayers were daily offered up for the success of our 
arms. Even Ismail Pacha Eyoub accompanied me 
to Kafr-el-Dowar to wish Arabi a ‘ happy Bairdm and 
a speedy victory.*'' ’ While doing my duty towards 
the country of my adoption, and acting in precisely 
the same way as thousands of more important persons 
who are free and even in high office to-day, I did all 
I could for the preservation of good order, and with 
that object I suppressed in the native press many 
articles tending to excite fanaticism and discord, and 
increase the prevalent dislike of foreigners. 

“ I leave my fate with confidence wholly in the 
hands of England, for sooner or later she will assuredly 
do justice to the now broken cause of Egyptian 
Nationalism. What trust can I place in the judges 
who are to try me to-day for acts in which they shared 
themselves six weeks since? Unless England will 
help us, solace for the seekers after justice in Egypt is 
now further off than ever.” 


* See post, Chapter XX. page 240. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

THE NAIiEATIVB OP ARABl’s UNDER-SECRETARY.* 

“ My name is Ydcoub Sami. I am a Turk by birth, 
and from my youth up have been employed in the 
army and the War Office. I have seen much somco 
in the field, and gained many medals and decorations. 
Three years ago, like many of my comrades, I married 
a lady from the Khediyial hari'm. In the earlier days 
of Ardbi’s movement I had little sympathy for him, 
and, indeed, received a bayonet thrust in my thigh 
during the disturbance which followed the release of 
‘ the three Colonels,’ when Osmdn Pacha Rifki fled to 
an upper room and locked himself in, leaving me to face 
the infuriated soldiers. But a time arrived when the 
aspirations I once thought to be only Ardbi’s became 
those of all Egypt. Then I joined him with my whole 
heart. I am ashamed to say I have disowned the 
cause we have fought for, and spoken against Ardbi 
before the Commissioners appointed by the Khedive 
to esamine into our case. I did this because I had 


* The translation follow*^ the Arabic text m clo^^ely as pos«.il>le. 
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undergone treatment which deprived me of my senses 
for a time, and I have resolved to repudiate what I 
have been forced to state. Indeed my own acts arc 
the best contradiction of the words wrung from mo. 
No man can organize through fear a commissariat for 
100,000 men. Before I relate my conduct as late 
Egyptian Under-Secretary for War at Cairo, I will 
explain to you all that has happened to me since our 
surrender. If I do not do this I can never gain your 
respect. 

“ When Ardbi returned to Cairo after his defeat 
we all determined to persist no longer in a resistance 
which it was now felt to be hopeless. I went to moot 
the English G-enerals, and carried out the surrender 
of the 35,000 troops near the city to their complete 
satisfaction. So well had I discharged this duty that 
official recommendations were obtained for me from 
the Khedive, and I proceeded to Kafr-el-Dowar, where 
I addressed the Egyptian officers and pointed out the 
impossibility of continuing the war. On my earnest 
advice they followed the example already set by the 
Cairo troops. The English officers expressed great 
satisfaction at all I did, and after remaining in the 
camp some days I was ordered to proceed to Alexandria, 
and accompanied the British colonel in command ‘ in 
all honour’ to the Oabdri Station. 

“When the train arrived, Hasan Effendi Pouzi, 
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assistant master of ceremonies to the Kliedivc, 
descended from it. When he saw mo lie called out, 
‘ Get out of your carriage and go with that officer,’ 
pointing to a Circassian named Muhamcd Li'ima, wlm 
had formerly been convicted and exiled for tlie plot 
to assassinate Arabi. This man had many policemen 
with him, and I was dragged by them with every 
circumstance of degradation through the streets of the 
town. After being imprisoned at the Riis-ol-Tin 
school I was reconducted on foot to the railway 
station, and placed in a truck used to convey grease 
and oil, where it was impossible to sit down. I was 
then transferred to a break-van, and so brought to 
Cairo with Ali Pacha Roubi, Mahmoud Pacha Fchmy, 
and others. We were led through the crowded streets, 
having a file of soldiers under a Circassian officer on 
each side, to the common prison, where wo wore 
thrust into a small room. Fifteen of us underwent 
much ill-treatment there for fivo days. Then English 
officers came to see us, and we wore brought hero to 
the Daira Saniya. The afternoon after our arrival 
four messengers of the Khedive, wearing swords, 
rushed info my room and violently assaulted mo. 
Their acts were watched from the door by that same 
Hasan Efiendi Fouzi. At length they went away, 
but the guards outside my door used to knock at 
intervals during the whole night, so as to prevent my 
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ever sleeping more than a few minutes together. In 
the meantime my house was entered twice by the 
police, and all my papers removed. My family wei'e 
also insulted in every possible way. Suddenly one 
day the door of my cell was opened and I was 
brought before the Commissioners sitting in a neigh- 
bouring room. They often all spoke at once and 
always in a menacing manner. In answer to their 
questions 1 believe I said I had acted in fear of Artibi. 
It is not true, and I desire to rectify my answers, 
being no longer in fear for my children’s life, which 
affected me more than my own personal danger.* 

• ••••• 

“ Others have doubtless related to you in detail the 
different events which led to the bombardment of 
Alexandria by the fleet and the resistance of the forts 
in reply. As I am a soldier, and not a politician or 
historian, I will only speak of the way the defence of 
Egypt was organised in Cairo and the share I took in 
the same. In the first place the Prime Minister told 
us war was declared, then the Khedive informed us 
peace was made, and finally Ardbi telegraphed to us 
that the Khedive was really a prisoner and that 
hostilities were still going on. It was decided to hold 

* Ydcoub S&ii thou goes oa to show the actire part takeu by 
Ismail Pacha Byoub and the other members of tlie Couit in the 
organization of the National Defence, 
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a National Council, composed of all classes of tUo 
inhabitants, to discuss what course should bo adoptod. 
It was in this manner resolved to send a deputation 
to Alexandria for the purpose of inviting the luinistors 
to return to Cairo, when the National Council should 
once more assemble for deliberation, but that mean- 
while the war preparations should not bo suspended. 

“ A special train was immediately brought to 
Kasr-el-Nil, and the envoys proceeded in it to Alex- 
andria, and Arabi Pacha was informed of the decn'c 
the Coxmcil had given, and I’oquested to facilitate the 
passage of the Commissioners to Alexandria, in order 
that they might get information as to the true state 
of affairs. After their departure the Undor-Socretaiios 
decided that a Council composed only of ourselves 
was insufficient, that the presence of Notables advanced 
in age, who had taken part in other administra- 
tions, and who were better informed than wo were, 
was necessary, and that young men of capability 
should also attend. In consequence the National 
Council passed a decree choosing H.E. Jiaffer Pacha, 
president of the law court, and upon the arrival of 
H.E. Ismail Pacha Abii Gebol from Alexandria he 
was also appointed with H.E. Marashli Pacha and 
H.E. Ibrahim Pacha Khalil. Besides these wore 
selected Ibrahim Pacha Ssimi, Ahmed Pacha Nachat, 
the Minister of the Haira Saniya, Riaz Pacha, the 
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commander of the Cairo dmsion, Hasan Pacha 
Muzhar, the commander of the artillery, Ismail 
Pacha Eyouh, Eashid Pacha Husni, general of 
division, Khalil Pacha, Ali Bey Yusef, colonel 
of the 3rd regiment of infantry, Ahmed Bey Neor, 
colonel of the 2nd regiment of cavalry, Alnnod 
Bey Rifdt, secretary to the Council of Ministers, 
and Muhamed Bey Ramadan, the chief clerk of tho 
Daira Saniya. This council (called tho Medjlk- 
el-Orfi), composed of the ahove-mentioned members, 
assembled nightly at the Ministry of War during the 
month of Ramadan, in order to investigate the papers 
of each administration, and by common agreement 
to issue the requisite answers to tho same. 

During the existence of this Council public 
safety was secure, nor was it ever said that a single 
person was plundered of anything. Some time after 
the commencement of hostilities the Russian and 
Italian consuls came to me at the Ministry of War, 
and stated that they had about 2,000 subjects who 
desired to leave for Ismailia, but were afraid of their 
being murdered on tho road by desperate men from 
Alexandria and other marauders. I immediately 
arranged for the necessaiy trains at Kasr-el-Nil and the 
Cairo station, and gave them an escort of officers and 
soldiers to protect them on the road to Ismailia, and 
on inquiry from these consffis you will be convinced 
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of the steps I took for the preservation of life and 
public security. After a time (I forgot the date) a 
despatch arrived stating that Arabi Pacha had been 
dismissed from his post of Minister of War, and 
another letter came from Omar Pacha Loutfi, stating 
that he had been appointed Minister of War in place 
of Ardbi, and accompanying the same was a copy 
of the Khedive’s commands nominating him to that 
post. I laid these papers before the Council, composed 
of the persons of rank already mentioned, who decreed 
that as this was a most important matter, and 
as the Envoys gone to Alexandria to summon the 
Ministers had not returned, a G-eneral Council should 
be called, composed of the Princes in Cairo, all tho 
nobles, the judges and wise men, the chief merchants 
of the city, the local governors, and four or five persons 
of distinction from each province, including the 
judge and chief merchants, besides tho grandees, 
learned men, and judges of Suez, Damietta, and else- 
where, in order to consult regarding tho disjnissal of 
Ardbi Pacha. 

“ They were all written to, and mot at tho Ministiy 
of the Interior, and upon the Council being complete, 
Ali Pacha-el-Roubi, tho Under-Seerotaiy for the 
Soudan, rose and spoke, but I could not hoar his speech 
as I was sitting at a distance at the end of the hall, 
which was composed of more than 40(> jjorsons. 
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After he sat down, I, in my position of President, 
took my station in the centre of the assembly, and 
stated that a notice had been received from the 
Kliedive’s Divan stating that His Highness had 
issued a decree dismissing ArAbi Pacha. I also read 
aloud the contents of Arabi Pacha’s before-mentioned 
communication, and explained what he had written 
to the provinces and administrations concerning the 
matter, I said, ‘ What is your opinion regarding 
this dismissal?’ ‘If other orders are issued by the 
Khedive, are they to be executed or not? State 
your opinions.’ The entire assembly jvith one voice 
declared that Ariibi Pacha should not be dismissed, 
and added, ‘As the Khedive has gone over to the 
invaders, his orders are to be cancelled.’ 

“ This decree was then reduced into writing in the 
presence of the assembly by a clerk of the Ministry 
of the Interior, nominated by Hussein Pacha, the 
Under-Secretary of that department, and duly sealed 
by the members, under the supervision of this Pacha 
himself. I then went to the War Office in order to 
carry on its business, and two or three days after 
H.E. Hussein Pacha brought me the decree, with 
the former one also, in order that they might be 
preserved in the archives. 

“ In accordance with the spirit of these decrees 
the governors and the Egyptians generally were 
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requested to make preparations and furnisli tlio sup- 
plies for the soldiers with the greatest rapidity ; the 
G-ovemor of Siout, H.E. Osman Pacha Ghalob (now 
the Chief of the Police), telegraphed stating that 
higher orders of the people under his jurisdiction 
gave a voluntary contribution for the war to the 
extent of ten thousand ardebs of corn and a number 
of horses and camels; and another telegram from 
H.E. Danish Pacha, the Governor of the province of 
Gharbia, informed us that all the people of his pro- 
vince gave as a voluntary contribution the entire 
amount of com and cattle which the province had 
been assessed to send, i.e., they refused to accept 
payment. In this manner messages were constantly 
received from the governors, shciklis, and inhabitants 
of all the provinces, sotting forth the zeal of the 
people in giving voluntary contributions, and the 
assistance they rendered in sending in the rcsorve.s 
and new recruits, whereas at the time of Hkj 
A byssinian war, in the reign of the late Khedive, 
not one-tenth part of the men could bo possibly 
collected. From this it can bo seen that the movement 
was a perfectly united one on the part of tin* 
Egyptian nation in the defence of their country and 
their lives.” 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

SHEIKH MUHAMED ABDU— ULEMA AND JOUENALIST. 

Sheikh Abdii was perhaps the most gifted man in the 
ranks of the Egyptian Nationalists. An elegant 
writer, a profound Arabic scholar, and an eloquent 
and improssive speaker, he exercised an appreciable 
influence amongst the more educated classes of his 
fellow-countrymen. He had unquestionably greatly 
helped to make public opinion a real factor in 
Egyptian progress. Sheikh Abdii was no dangerous 
fanatic or religious enthusiast, for he belonged to the 
broadest school of Moslem thought, held a political 
creed akin to jiure republicanism, and was the zealous 
Master of a Masonic Lodge. His unselfish patriotism 
alone prereuted some of his more fervent associates 
from openly resenting his more than suspected unor- 
thodoxy. Even Ms friend Ardbi had said once upon 
a time that Sheikh Abdii’s head was better fitted for 
a hat than a turban,” 

The whole character of Sheikh Abdii was an 
example of great intellectual strength overclouded for 
a time by moral and physical weakness. His mind 

Q 2 
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and body alike seemed crushed out beyond hope of 
recovery by the cruel reaction bom of shijwreckcd 
hopes and the agony of despair. Like his follows, ho 
had been insulted and ill-treated in prison, but oven 
his own account of his sufferings is weak and eipivocal 
compared with theirs. It was only towards the latter 
days of his imprisonment that he seemed to recover 
from the shock of his first arrest, and began to treat 
us with that confidence which wo endeavoured to 
deserve. At times it was almost difficult for us to 
realize that Sheikh Abdfi. was the author of the bold 
and picturesque expositions of the aims and objects 
of the Egyptian Nationalists, forwarded by him barely 
six months before to Mr. Blunt. It will bo 
equally difficult for Englishmen at homo to under- 
stand the complete demoralization which disappoint- 
ment, coupled with menace and bodily torture, can 
work even on the strongest and bravest of Egyptian 
minds. The organizer of the nocturnal domiciliary 
visits to the political prisoners after tlioir ti’ansfor 
to Egyptian custody was doubtless aware of their 
great importance in an oriental point of view 
to the success of the coming trial. As a matter of 
fact they contributed most materially to defeat the 
very object which they were intended to effect. 

Sheikh Abdxi composed a memorandum of his 
defence in scholarly Arabic, which, as a litei'ary feat, 
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greatly delighted our interpreter, Mr. Santillana, but 
which I am inclined to regard as too much akin to an 
apology. The position he very astutely assumes is 
legally and technically almost unassailable. All 
through the drama of the Egyptian Revolution his 
r6le had been purely that of an obedient and faithful 
subordinate. Before the curtain rose he had become 
the editor of the Egyptian Official Gazette^ and in 
this capacity had from first to last obeyed the orders 
of his lawful superiors as they succeeded one another 
on the stage. His narrative only becomes interesting 
when he comes to the question of his own personal 
opinions and experiences. As to the discharge of his 
public duties, the text of his justification is passive 
obedience to competent authority ; his defence of his 
behaviour as a private citizen revolves itself into an 
ingenious and convincing syllogism: — 

My patriotism and that of Sultdn Pacha are identical ; we 
acted and thought as one man ; Sultan Pacha has been made 
“Sir” Sultan Pacha, and got a present of 10,000^. besides, 
therefore his patriotism must be good and commendable : e,rgo 
our conduct is equally worthy of praise. Why then should 
I be in prison awaiting my trial for my patriotism, while 
Sidtdn Pacha becomes an English knight, and obtains a reward 
of 10,000^. for his ? 

Sheikh Abdii’s account of the intimate connection 
between SuMn Pacha and Ardbi is an important 
element in the history of tho National movement. 
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Up to the time of the Abdin prommciamenio Sheikh 
Abdii^s views were wholly in ojjposition to those of 
Anibi, whom he regarded as the successful exponent 
of purely military ideas. He says that the various 
popular meetings held with the aim of obtaining a 
constitution under the presidency of Sultan PacliUj 
which immediately followed it, at once changed the 
position of Arabi from that of the loader of tlio 
army to that of the loader of Egypt. Shoikli Abdii 
writes : — 

Then and then only, along with Sultan Pacha and all Egypt, 
I became a follower of Abmocl Arabi. From that time I ^aw 
clay by clay the Notables of Cairo, the most learned sheikhs, tlu* 
most eminent men in Egyjit, waiting constantly upon Sultan 
Pacha and Arabi Bey. I saw Sultan Pacha entertaining at his 
house, time after time, Arabi Bey and his colleagues, and sheikhs 
celebrated for their pioty and learning taking advantage of the 
new era which had then begun by petitioning for the dismissal 
of the Sheikh El Islam at the El Azhar university. Tlio 
newspapers were unanimous in their praises, and assured 
tho country that its liberties were now beginning to bo an 
accomplished fact; all classes of men were loud in fheir 
eulogies upon Ar^bi, and called the movement a regeneration of 
the country. Even Oherif Pacha recalled by telegraph Adoob 
Eifendi Ishak, the learned and able manager of an Arabic paper 
called Misr el Kahira^ which was printed in Paris, and hatl always 
opposed Eiaz Pacha, as a man who was betraying the country to 
the English. I mot this gentleman the first night of his arrival, 
and I heard him say, in a very full meeting, Ariibi Bey has 
indeed aocomplishod a glorious feat.” This learned man was 
appointed Chief of the Bureau of Translation in the Department 
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of Public Instruction, and %yas afterwards promoted to be a 
second clerk to the Egyptian Assembly on the request of Sultan 
Pacha himself. 

Sultan Pacha was now called the father of his country, and 
the one theme of his discourses was the undue predominance of 
the foreigner in our midst. While he was shouting Egypt 
for the Egyptians,” I preached peace and conciliation. I held 
aloof while Sultan Pacha and his friends seemed never tired of 
courting Arabi. While I stayed at home the father of his 
country ” was now organising a banquet to the officers, now 
seeing off Arabi to Ras-el-Wadi, and now assisting at Abd-el- 
AVs departure for Damietta. Arabi became Minister of War 
amidst the loud applause of Sult4n Pacha and his friends, who 
collected a special committee of Notables to congratulate Arabi 
on his fresh honours. Twice it was rumoured that Sultan 
Pacha had only yielded to undue military pressure ; twice 
Sultan Pacha begged me to emphatically deny the assertion as an 
infamous calumny on his character as a good citizen in the Official 
Journal. 

• • • • • •• 

Sheikh Ahdii thus writes of the events of the 
war : — 

Can anybody doubt that our struggle was a national one 
when men of all races and creeds -—Mussulmans, Copts, and 
Jews — rushed to join it with enthusiasm, rendering all the 
assistance in their power, believing it to be a war between the 
Egyptians and England ? I never heard it said that the Khedive 
was fighting against his own army, for it was generally known 
that the war had been commenced with his consent and order. 
This impression was confirmed when it became known that the 
Khedive had removed Arabi from office for not having obeyed 
his order to continue the resistance, and to fortify some positions 
in order to prevent a landing. 

About this time the Ulemas began reading Bokhary at tho 
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university of El Azhar and at Sidy Hussein, and public prayers 
were offered up for the success of Anibi’s troops and the defeat 
of the English. Tho Khedive’s Imiim (chaplain), the ])ioiis and 
learned Slieikh El Abiaiy, was prominent in tho vivaeity of liis 
patriotic zeal. This man published the soul-stirring poem written 
by Ibrahim Doraid when the Tartars took Bagdad, in tho time of 
Molasem, the Abassid Khalifa, which is a prayer to God 
Almighty. The sheikh added to it some stanzas of his own 
composition, and requested the people to read it and recite it 
publicly, after the reading of Bokhary. Ho also asked me to in- 
sert it in the paper, so that the army might read it too. Tliis 
was perfectly justifiable, as the war was believed by all to a 
Moslem war against Infidels ; and the same shoikli I have men- 
tioned was tho man who preached the sermon on tlio return of tho 
Khedive to Cairo after the war, exhorting all men to obey him. 

Tho Princes, all the Kotables, the Ulemas, the attendants of 
the Khedive, and even women, contributed horses, grain, money, 
and stores for the army. The governors, officials of every rank, 
and dorks, all displayed the utmost zeal in procuring tho needful 
supplies, in collecting recruits for the army, and for the militaiy 
works that were being carried on. Osman Pacha Glialeb, who 
is now Chief of the Police of tho capital, and who was at tlie 
time I speak of Governor of Siout, forwarded several thousaml 
ardebs of grain from his province, besides many horses and 
other animals, and jmshed forward so zealously the onlistment of 
men for tho army that he received the thanks of the War Dej^art- 
inent. He is now, I repeat, by tho Khedive’s appointmmit, 
Chief of the Cairo Police, It is the same with Khalil Bey Iftkt, 
who w^as named a Mudir by the Minister of War, and disjdayed 
so much ardour and zeal that a long telegram of tliaiiks was 
sent to him, and was also published in the Offidal Gazette, He 
is now Governor of Minieh, tho Khedive having aiqminted 
him to that post. 

Tho sister of tho Khedive, tho Princess Jamila, the wife of 
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the late Said Pacha, Khairi Pacha, the Khedive’s Chamberlain, 
Aly Moubarek, now Minister of Public Works, Yusef Pacha 
Ohoudy, one of the members of the Commission of Inquiry, 
Mahmoud Bey, the Khedive’s Secretary, Ali Haidar Pacha, the 
actual Minister of Finance, all presented, either personally or 
through their Dairas, the most generous offerings to support the 
war, and their names are to be found in the numbers of the 
Official Gazette, and the registers of the different provinces will, 
if still extant, show what offerings came from them. 

I saw the people going to the war quite willinglj', whether 
peasants or Bedouins, and showing the utmost eagerness to fight 
the English ; even the Copts shared the general enthusiasm, and 
were encouraged by their ehiefe. The youths of Cairo used to 
parade the town at night, singing songs in praise of Arabi, and 
whenever the subject of war was mentioned at any meeting a 
general prayer was offered for the success of our arms. 

Some time later Sheikli Abdfr drew up a note as 
to the occurrences at Alexandria on the 11th June, 
which, along with two or three other statements of a 
similar nature, has since given rise to much heart- 
burning. It is, perhaps, improbable that the exact 
truth will be ever ascertained, but one fact stands 
out prominently in the discussion, viz., that such a 
catastrophe was distinctly contrary to the best 
interests of Artlbi, that for him it meant little short of 
absolute social and political ruin, and if brought about 
by his suggestion involved a deliberate moral suicide, 
while on the other hand the results of the same event 
to his enemies would be eminently advantageous. The 
whole matter assumes a wholly different aspect when 
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viewed by tbe widely-difEeront lights of Wostei'n and 
Eastern state-craft. The former would hold such a 
proceeding as the stirring-uj? of a massacre or even a 
riot as an unpardonable crime, while the other would 
regard it as a justifiable and perliaps masterly move on 
the diplomatic chess-board. Sheikh Abdii clearly saw 
it was a matter of life and death with the Khedive 
and the Palace party to discredit Arabi, now, no longer 
by the will of Egypt alone, but by the consent of all 
Europe, responsible guardian of the public peace, and 
he believed that they had not hesitated to adopt this 
very questionable means of check-mating their too 
successful and now also too powerful adversary. Other 
people in Egypt both think and assert the same. 
This is what Sheikh Abdii wrote : — 

When the disagreement arose between the Khedive and the 
Mahmoud Sami Ministry, it was rumoured in Cairo that the 
Khedive would endeavour, through some of his followers, to 
cause a i-iot in Cairo itself, so much so that special precautions 
were taken to prevent disturbance, and as long as they were in 
office the Ministry especially watched this matter. 

And the Khedive sent for Ibrahim Bey Towfik, Muclir of 
Beherah, and required of him tliat he should assemble the 
sheikhs of the Bedouin tiubes, and bring them to him. And 
when ho saw them ho received the sheikhs with groat cordiality 
and made them promises, and directed tho Mitdir to order Ihem 
to collect 3,000 Bedouin Arabs, and bring them into tho capital 
from the side of Gthizeh, hoping thus that, there being no disci- 
pline among them, disturbance would result in tho town. But 
the sheikhs found it difficult to collect so many men owing hi 
the fear the tribes had of the soldiers. 
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And liaying failed in this, the Khedive 'wrote to Omar Loutfij 
then Grovernor of Alexandria, a cyphered telegram, and told him, 
Arabi has guaranteed public safety, and published it in the news- 
papers, and has made himself responsible to the Consuls, and if 
he succeeds in his guarantee the Powers will trust him, and our 
consideration will be lost. Also the fleets of the Powers are 
in Alexandrian waters, and men’s minds are excited, and 
quarrels are not far off between Europeans and others. Now 
therefore choose for yourself whether you will serve Ardbi in his 
guarantee, or whether you will serve us.” 

And on the day of the event I went to the office of the Court, 
and saw that the Court officials were in great joy and merriment 
on account of what had happened, and were exaggerating the 
nows of it, and they scoffed at Arabics pledge to keep the peace. 
Now it has always been the custom that the men of the Court 
say nothing but what is agreeable to the Khedive. Every day 
indeed as nows reaches them they talk and laugh if it is 
agreeable to him, and if otherwise they feign all the sorrow they 
can. 

And twelve days after, when I was in Alexandria, I heard 
all the people saying with one voice that it was the Governor 
(Omar Loutfi) who made it go so far, for he was there, and did 
not give any order to prevent it, or go to the place except after 
some time, or ask for the regular soldiers in spite of their being 
so near the scene of action, and all the people said this was at 
the instigation of the Khedive. And I heard from them that 
near the end of the massacre the Governor was pacing from 
point to point, and there was an European at a window holding 
in his hand a revolver, and one of the Bedouins said, Shall I 
shoot that one, 0 Pacha?” and he said to him, Shoot liim,” 
and the Arab fired a bullet at him and killed him. And much 
of the stolen goods entered his house, and the houses of his 
relations on that black day.” 
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I heard also from them that he incited some of the people 
during the massacre with encouragement, and made signs to the 
police (miistaphezin) not to take any notice, saying, Let them 
die, the sons of dogs.’^ 

When the Commission was formed to inquire into the causcss 
of the event, Omar Lontfi was not questioned about anything at 
all. On the contrary, the Khedive directed him to resign under 
pretext of illness. 

Omar Lontfi was Governor of Alexandria during the riot. 
He was the person legally responsible for security, and lie 
neglected it completely, even if we do not say that he helped to 
increase the disorder. How, if that was in obedience to Arabi 
— as he (Louth) pretended, although his office w^as now in 
immediate dependence on the Khedive, since the Khedive had 
issued a special decree declaring that after Sami’s resignation all 
matters relating to the interior devolved upon the Court — how 
came he (Loutfi) to be appointed Minister of War as a recom- 
pense of Ms obedience to Arabi, and his disobodionco to Ins 
Lord the Khedive? But if it was negligence of his own, how is 
it that with that negligence and incapacity he was appointed 
Minister of War ? How is it that he was not asked a single 
question, although he w-as the first person who should have been 
questioned ? Truly the march of events proclaims aloud the 
cause of the riot to be the Khedive in concert with Omar Loutfi. 

The caution and timidity uniformly displayed 
by Sheikh Abdii give a weight to his declaration 
which I could hardly attach to that made by any 
other man in his position. Till some radical change 
takes place in the social condition of the Egyptian 
we can never solye the riddle of the 11th June, and 
the various surmises concerning it must always bo a 
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matter of opinion and probability. It is difficult, 
however, to believe that a man like Abdd, who even 
preceded his complaint of being spat upon in prison 
with a respectful dedicatory preface to His Highness 
the Khedive, would have put forward such a theory, 
unless he had really some deep insight into the mazes 
of an Egyptian palace intrigue. One thing I can 
personally attest, and that is the corroboration of his 
story by others, with whom he had no possible means 
of communication. 

On the evening of the 1st January, 1883, 1 bid 
farewell in the dark to Muhamed Abdd, who escaped 
at last with three years’ banishment from Egypt. I 
have since heard he is living in poverty and misery 
at Beyrouth. If Egypt is ever to walk alone or ever 
have a fair start, it cannot easily spare such men as 
Sheikh Muhamed Abdd — Ulema and Journalist. 



238 


ITOW WE DEFENDED AllABI. 


CHAPTEE XX. 

HOW THE COMMISSION OP INQUIRY EXAJIINBU RIFAT BEY. 

The arriTal of the two prisoners from Crete (to whom 
I have already referred) seemed at once to endow 
the Commission of Inquiry with unwonted vigour and 
zeal. They suddenly determined to make progress 
with something, and I think very unfortunately for 
their peace of mind, that something happened to 
he the continued examination of Ahmed Boy Eifut, 
ex-Secretary of the Council of Ministers, and once 
correspondent of the Temps newspaper. Early on 
the morning of the 16th November, I received an 
Arabic note addressed by the Commission to “our 
beloved friend Mr. Broadley,” requesting my attend- 
ance at 10 o’clock. 

After the usual prologue of compliments, coffee, 
and cigarettes, poor Eifat, looking very nervous, was 
introduced and accommodated with a seat by my 
side. I believed I greatly scandalised the loyal pro- 
priety of the members by shaking hands with my 
client. I shall never forget the unmistakcably mali- 
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cious twinkle of Ismail Eyonb’s eye as he very deli- 
berately produced an ancient and very dirty copy of 
the Temps, containing a decidedly unflatteiing com- 
parison between French civilian i on and English 
bullets from RiMt’s patriotic pf ' Iloiv cher ami," 
said the President, after tlu .fi must, T think, 
retire from the defence of s'*" ’■’lan '<(1 be tossed 
the ancient and very dirt r the sea 

of green baize which sepru. ico f i ii* > i* 3 aHiclc 
and wrote a few word"' • » ‘t .'lip i o‘ii>» i . — ‘ If 1 
had been in his place i .1 'Ii'm. la’. ’f * '• 


The following dialogic 
Tresident : Yo’ 
dated 16th August 
by Ahmed Rifiit. "bb< > d 
Interior, direct ' g ti)< 
massacres at t' .ro c.' <■' 


”e» - . 

’ aub i of T hips 
. tolef i. tf. icd 
jO i ' .toi the 

. ‘ . n li ’ u rs \pf 


received money irtru! ■ iti' uha, E JLjO'i'' ndthis? 
Ahmed Bifdf • , , » ' order o£ olx National 


Council, of hiefh y*' '^oie a mendirr youiself. 

Presidei^^ X-* u>ely deny ueiug present when 

the matter *» ^ ‘issed. 

Ahmed : Telegrams wera-often transmitted 

in this form. False news having been sent to 


Europe it v^ra.s decided to • oi h'adid it, and the tele- 
grtuh wua/sabi)iitted to the Pie'hmt of the Council. 
Th^ me^WgP was an e..prcsblou of general feeling, 
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the war having then become a national one. I cannot 
recollect whether your Excellency feigned the minutes 
of the Council’s proceedings, but I do recollect that 
on Friday, ISf* ! ugust, you went with mo to 
Kafr-el-Dowar > ecial train, in company vith 
Reouf Pacha, a.o Pacha Fouzy, and Hussein 

Pacha Dramanli, »n ^er to wish Aiubi Paclia suc- 

cess and a good B, 

President 1 i top you, but as you arc 

speakin*' \ or . on. 

(It.* I 7ti \ 1 icellcncy will remember 

Wt' a’^Aj^ine'* V t I 1. 1 's tent, and were altcr- 
V • < t «ificationfe by Toulba Pacha. 

We only wci»t/i ly «h(i the English ironclad train 

ayj^ uchod ■■ ' being got ready for 

action, Tii|jd feiurtt thg^f veto BxoiJ^lency complained as 
an old sw^of o^#jOt w ig aUowt^l to take part in the 
fighting, \ i \ I 

Pre8ident\ Eve y one kti^ws I there, includ- 
ing the KdiediV^^ It was a p'^'tuc Itwo motivet, of 
curiosity. T^in, are the tLojgjjlsj;^ ex]. ossod in 
the telegram y^rtji omii 't ^ 

Ahmed Mifdi^Ych » ly own and r>vt\ c , 
as well. '■ \ 

President: Yoii^Wt-e director of the 'Hio 

published artidies abusing the Khedr|t' Jl|i»w 
came you to lot them appear V 
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Aimed lUfdt : Show them to me. 

Two mimbers of the paper without date vere then 
put in, and coutaining articles uncompl’. ► ii /to 
both the Khedive and the Engli? . 

Ahmed Rifdt : I will answe * jse par- 
ticular articles and as to the u I carried 

out my duties generally. T e . and other 

papers have said was the re ■ the excitement of 
the popular feeling against edive, after the two 

Councils held at the Mii- » . the Interior. The 

Taifovlj expressed wha'' l oys in the street uscu 

to say. Such ideas wo i confined to any ]oi > r 
As to the general disch i i- » t mj offcial fw •'ou ,, t 
say that after the Pri » < ster, EAghrl J » tele- 
graphed from Alexa nat hoP''*liUts ' * ’^^ken 

out between Egyj Enghied, <i‘il i i wce 

that the country < b aubi ear L * , the 

Minister of War I op' ip»’'.uai ation . i papers 
were to be issu< i m approval I « mtinued 
to discharge s, and submit^ <• u important 

matters to tiu K. i»nal Council a’p ^..reat object 
in view wa- to j>revent the puol sliing of articles 
which mig] i exi ite fanaticihu<. One day Hasan 
Efiendi ‘^honisi published an Mficle containing an 
incitemcnj to fanaticism uix' ]>ersonal attac s. I 
blamed 1 m* ^ r it, and he ’< tbe staff of the MmJWi. 
The ]ii I \ El Fostdt p'* ohed a very fanatical 



242 HOW WE DEFENDED AEIbL 

article. In the presence of H.E. Bntros Pacha, and 
other members of the Council, it was resolved to 
suppress the paper. 

President : You suppressed the Fosiaf and the 
Mufid because they were exaggerated, but is not 
your saying that the Tmf expressed the pojjular 
feeling (particularly in the two numbers now pro- 
duced) a proof that concurred in those sontiments 
and approved those ssions ? 

Ahmed JRifdt : General As-sembly which 

at the Minist j I the Interior, at which 
iiu**, '^enc <..s, and K‘'’'abb were present, it was 
t ’ it l!ihid‘v( had violated the Divine 
la . 1 lot dissent from the 

whoif peoph I'll lish the foif in contradiction 
■TTtth i!!} )\ra thou^ ‘ ts 

P/Vsn'o'/^* Thtn was what '^h * Taif said aj)- 
proved by \»'u ? ^ 

Ahmtd Ihf'H: I do Jflfn* nni I what your 
Excellent me .h by appi.ov tt, > t t ii cforo refrain 
fromreplyjio 1i the question. 

Fresiden’ • f . i said before tha< i 'hedive had 

ordered you t ’ » up some minut » ml you pre- 
ferred to follow '< orders. How d < ; >U explain 
this? 

Ahmed Bifdt: tj m 1 may be allowed f > i'xpre.'>8 
some reflections wtwh octur to me in reading tins 
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proch-verbam. I have remarked some mistakes 
which are attributable either to myself or the copyist. 

I first said 

JPreaideni : You must now answer questions. You 
will have your interrogatories read to you and may 
then make any remarks you please afterwards. Now 
you must only answer questions. 

ALhmed JRifdt : I am doing so. In my interro- 
gatory of the 7th and 9th ult. this question is i 
ported incorrectly. M. '(ioi h' asked me then b 
same question, and I .ns,o.d that, the 
having ordered me to Muhamed I*”' <’1.1 

the minutes of the C n. in the pro-^ <r ji M. 
Sinadino and Sala I • at onco p d com- 
pliance, but being * > r f the C j* i»’ do 
nothing without th . ' vledge f. m ‘ » ’(< - r the 

Ministers. As A. > is tbi V(j oi Wm and 

Marine to His Ht’’ Ir s, an tl s-* mut" s ‘n (suestion 
were connected vm’ih his d( p'otmenl. I ii ok them 
with me, intendii^ to irlo m him f the circum- 
stance, and the^t < iv^o tln'in to the Khedive. Ardbi 
Pacha, however, ordered me not t.o give them up, 
saying that X would be held ponst uaUy responsible 
if I did Hij. I at once wrot^ to Muhamed Bey 
Khalil, inionning him of whal had happened, but 
I only g(W a verbal answnr 

/if - You wtio on> day at Hussein Dra- 
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manH’s house when a telegram was read, stating that 
an English ship full of bloodhounds had andved ; that 
the Sultan had received a telegram from Prince Bis- 
marck congratulating him on the alliance between 
Turkey and Grermany, that the English would always 
be beaten and the Egyptians always \ictoi’ious, and 
that the Khedive had repented and felt sorry. You 
answered, “ Grod forbid ! IIow could the Khedive 
show his face in E^ ven allomng that this im- 
r->ssible fact should . place. Could ho find a 
douse or room wherein ” 

Jhmed Bifdt : I rei >) dK i nothing about it. 

d(>nt : As Direct d the Press, do you 
Jlu I tu’ ‘ j of the painphlet entitled “Pai’adiso 
^^unfJ< 'll s'ladow of the Snonls” ? 

‘I'lli/M I know m 'h’ng of it as Director 
of the ’ I thnik i wns told the War Department 
had giviu 'uders for tin ‘'nie t ds pamphlet at 
^the Post (.Hi i Ya. o. , . could answer tho 

question moch boitei 

Bredden! A I \ precedii , .4 you said tho 

threats of the i iii). 'ry wo. heard >ne or two 
persons. Grive a^ U names. 

AJimied Bif&t , 1 mot remember i In ' 

Breddent : Wi a . mw adjourn. 

Two days later IJkj i j/roceedings w >cc more 
resumed. I took, as ! t. .<1 almost verba trtu notes of 
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evorytliing that passed. On the appearance of RiMt 
(no longer quite so nervous) he was again interro- 
gated as follows : — 

’President : This paper (producing one) was found 
at the War Office. It is the Turkish draft of a 
telegram to Bessim Bey, Imperial Chamberlain, at 
the Yildiz Kiosk, without date. Did you draw it up 
or write it ? 

Ahmed Bifdt : It is a copy of a telegram I com- 
posed with the approbation of the Medjlis-ehOrfi^ or 
National Council. It was approved by Reouf Pacha,* 
Ahmed Pacha Nachdt, Butros Pacha, Ismail Pacha 
Abd Grebel, and others, and given to the telegraphist 
after certain corrections. I have an impression it was 
not transmitted owing to the cutting of the wires. 

President: What is this? (Second document 
produced.) Is this your writing ? 

Ahmed Bifdt : No. It is a copy of the former 
telegram addressed to the Grand Vizier. All our 
communications with Constantinople during the war 
were sent in this manner — in duplicate. 

President (producing a second telegram to Bessim 
Bey) : Did you draw this up ? 

Ahmed BAfdt : Yes, but by order always of the 
National Council. I remember Jiaffer Pacha, Mareschli 


* President of the Court Martial. 
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Pacha, Ahmed Pacha Nachat, Ahmed Pacha Has&auiii, 
and Ismail Pacha Abxi Grebel were those who con- 
sidered it most necessary to keep Coiifttautiuoixlo 
informed of all that passed. You will observe that 
most of these personages have affixed their seals to 
the telegrams. 

President : And this ? 

Ahmed Bif&t : It is the usual duplicate for the 
Porte. 

President : And these two documents ? 

Ahmed Pifdt: My answer is the same as in the 
last case. 

President : And these also ? 

Ahmed Bifdt : Those are in my handwriting. 1 
see by the note of the telegraphist they are dated 
August 2nd. The first is signed and sealed by nearly 
all the members of the National Council, and strongly 
insists on the necessity of an answer being given as 
to the two assemblies hold at the Ministry of the 
Interior, the decision of which had been telegraphed 
to Constantinople. The second is a translation of a 
despatch giving an account of the taking of >Suoz. 
They are both addressed to Bessim Bey at the Yildiz 
Kiosk. 

President: Are the contents of these papers in 
conformity with your own convictions, or wore you 
obliged or forced to send them by others ? 
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Ahmed Mifdt : I have already said the telegrams 
were sent to Constantinople by a decision of the 
National Council, in which the feeling of the country 
was represented by several members whose fame dates 
from the time of Mehemet Ali, and of th.e other 
assemblies previously held at the Ministry of the 
Interior. At the first meeting it was the Armenian 
Patriarch and Latif Pacha who put forward this idea. 
I was appointed to the National Council by the Under- 
secretary of State for the Interior. I was never 
forced, and the contents were never contrary to my 
own ideas. 

President : According to one message I see the 
Canal was to be blocked up. Surely this was not 
your opinion ? 

Ahmed Bifdt : It was a necessity of war. I 
regretted it being so. 

President : In one telegram it is said that the 
burning of Alexandria was really caused by the 
English bombardment, and imputed falsely to the 
Egyptian soldiers. How about this assertion ? 

Ahmed Bifdt : I could not know the truth about 
this. I have since heard Alexandria was not burned 
by the English fire, but I do not think it was burned 
by the Egyptian soldiers. 

President : By whom, in your opinion, was 
Alexandria burned ? 
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Mr. Broadley : I respectfully object to tliis 
question. 

JPresident : We think it quite regular, but I will 
ask something first. If you wore not sure why did 
you telegraph ? 

Ahmed Bifdt : I have already answered. It was 
the decision of the MedjUs (Council), and based on 
the information we had. 

Bresideni : Was the information founded on 
rumoui’s or on letters to the Council ? 

Ahmed TdfAb : I cannot say. The President f»f 
the Council may perhaps be able to answer yon. 

Bresideni : As the burning of Alexandria is now 
a well-known fact, and you .say you think neither the 
English soldiers or the Egyptian soldicns did it, who 
then in your opinion was it who .set fire to the town ? 

Ahmed Bifdt : The Council being at Camo, and 
all communication with Alexandria being cut off, I 
ordy learned that the English had not burned the 
town after the occupation of Cairo. I hoard a eunuch 
in my employ had said so after I was in cu.stody at 
the Prefecture of Police. 

Bresideni ; Bid your servant say who it was ? 

Ahmed Bdfdt : I did not ask liim, and he did not 
say. 

Bresideni: In one of the Constantinople de- 
spatches it is said the National Council ordered the 
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Governor of Suez to tell the English Admiral that 
the Council at Cairo was the sole legal government 
in Egypt. Is this your conviction ? 

Ahmed Bifdt: I said the day before yesterday 
the power of H.H. the Khedive was suspended by 
the decision of the General Assembly held at Cairo, 
which was formed of aU the great men of Egypt in 
the capital as well as in the country. In consequence 
of that the real de facto government of Egypt was 
the National Council, accepted and supported by all 
the nation, and which undertook the defence of the 
country. Hence the telegram to Constantinople, and 
hence the telegram sent to Suez to which you allude. 

President : Did you affix your seal to this deci- 
sion, and, if you did so, did you do it voluntarily ? 

Ahmed Bifdt : I sealed it. I did so of my own 
free will. Neither I nor any one else was constrained 
to do it. 

President : The case is adjourned till to-morrow. 

Things reached a climax at the adjourned sitting. 
Such was the solemnity which now prevailed that 
even the coffee and cigarettes were dispensed with. 
The President began by reading a question of the 
dimensions of a small brochure : — 

President : In your first statement you said that 
the menaces you heard, and the events which had 
taken place, e.g., the burning of Alexandria, had a 
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certain effect on your mind, and you added that you 
heard something "would take place at Cairo of the 
kind which hajjpened at Alexandria, and that con- 
sequently you had agreed with xili Pacha Shereof to 
take refuge with your family through a small door, 
and you also admitted you were in terror of the mili- 
tary force, and you said all this was confirmed hy 
what you had heard from and m the presence of certain 
persons, e. ^r., tliat Yacoub Sami Pacha thi’caleued to 
take the police force and go to the battle, and so leave 
the town without a guard if the ci^dlians were not of 
one mind with the soldiers, and, moreover, that if the 
civilians were enemies from within he would attack 
them sooner than the enemies from without. Lately, 
however, you have said that the articles in the Taif^ 
containing criticisms against the Khedivo and exciting 
the ideas of the populace, wore in conformity with 
your opinions j and, moreover, that you signed volun- 
tarily the minutes of the meetings of the National 
Council, and have even qualified this Committee, 
said to be notoriously an instrument in the hands 
of the military party, as the de facto government of 
the country. Explain this contradiction. Were the 
military proceedings calculated to cause you fear at 
one time and not at another ? 

Ahmed Mifdt: When you questioned mo as to 
the minutes demanded from me by the Khedive 
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(a subject concerning which I had been already ex- 
anained), I said I had many rectifications to make as 
to my interrogatory of the 7th and 9th October, con- 
ducted in the absence of my legal adviser, and you 
answered me I could only make observations on a 
specific point and not generally as to the whole inter- 
rogatory. As the question now proposed amounts to 
a rSsvmS of my answers on the different occasions of 
my private examination both in the absence and 
presence of my advocate, I now ask your Excellency 
to be allowed to make observations on all the inter- 
rogatory, and such as I shall support by proof and 
evidence. Otherwise I beg your Excellency to ques- 
tion me on any fact point by point, and I will answer 
readily and frankly. 

President : You may do this in writing. 

Mr. Broadley : Will it form part of the proc^s- 
rerbal ? 

President: Yes. 

Several Members of the Commission objecting to 
this the President withdrew his permission. 

President : Explain your contradiction as to the 
two interrogatories on the subject of the fear of the 
military. 

Ahmed PLif&t: If you will allow me to speak 
frankly I can explain these contradictions. This is a 
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right allowed even to the most common criminal, and 
I claim it, 

President : You may do so if you confine yourself 
to the point at issue. 

Ahmed PifAt : I have been grossly ill-treated in 
prison. Ibrahim Agha, tutunji, the Khedive’s pipe- 
bearer — 

President : Stop ; this is not the question. Wo 
all know nobody ever complained of the tutunji but 
ArAbi and Abdul Gl-affd,r. 

Sir Charles Wilson : This is not so. T feel it 
my duty to say that when I made my weekly ^^8it 
all or nearly all the prisoners complained of this man’s 
visit and conduct. 

President : We must send for M. Borelli ; ho is 
the mmist^re publique. 

Mr. Broadley : I venture to ask yoa to note this. 
As M. Borelli’s agreements, as such, are repudiated, I 
trust the Court will now uphold M. Borelli’s official 
engagements. 

President : Send for M. Borelli. 

[M. Borelli arrives after one hom'’s delay,] 

Mr. Broadley : I appeal to you, Sir, if the Court 
is not bound to record the whole answer of an accused 
person ? 

M. Borelli : Yes, but he should bo brief. 
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J^resident : Then, as tlie mmisthre publiqm says 
so, Rifat Bey may answer. 

Ahmed Bifdt : Colonel Wilson knows sometMng 
of our treatment at the Prefecture. One after another 
the guards used to come and mock us. Hasan Dra- 
manli was treated like this. When I was brought 
into the courtyard of the Prefecture I saw an officer, 
named Ahmed Effendi Kdmil. He seized me by the 
arm and said “ Put this man between the ranks of 
soldiers, who are to conduct him.” I was much 
alarmed because on the night of my arrest the Prefect 
of Police had told Mahmoud S4mi and myself that 
death was inevitable, and that if an inquiry was made 
it would only be for the form. The moment we 
arrived at the new prison (October 4th) we were 
confined in separate rooms. The next night the 
door of my cell was opened with a great noise, and 
in rushed a great number of Turkish eavas (guards), 
aides-de-camp, and pipe-bearers, all servants of the 
Khedive, and headed by Ahmed Kdmil and one of 
the aides-de-camp. They shouted at me and made 
me rise. KiS,Tnil seized me by the shoulders and felt 
all over my body from head to foot. I was terrified 
to death. They made me close the window-shutters 
and said I should not have a bed. The next day the 
windows and part of the door were nailed up. Two 
days later I was brought up for examination. I ask 
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your Excellency if an interrogatory made under tlieso 
circumstances has any legal or equitable value ? 
President : You may go. 

I need hardly say from the time bo left the Court 
till the day he qxdtted Egypt (in all probability for 
ever) forty days later, under a sentence of five years’ 
exile, he was not further meddled with. Even Ismail 
Eyoub had quite enough of interrogating so quick- 
witted and malignant a Nationalist. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

SULEImAn SAMI THE APPEOVEE. 

The adage that “ truth is stranger than fiction ” has 
rarely receiyed an apter illustration than in the story 
of Suleimdn SAmi. No other incident connected with 
’ the closing scenes of the drama in which Ardbi played 
the principal part can claim the dramatic interest 
which attaches itself to the details of Suleiman’s 
capture in Crete, his subsequently turning approver 
in Cairo, and the very short shrift he secured for 
himself six months later on the gallows hastily 
erected amidst the ruins of the G-reat Square in 
Alexandria. I only saw Suleimdn Sdmi once. He 
was the son of Daoud Pacha, an old Egyptian 
functionary, and was sometimes called Suleimdn 
SAmi, sometimes SuleimAn Daoud. His correct desig- 
nation was, I believe, Suleimdn Bey Sdmi-ibn-Daoud. 
He had unquestionably taken a prominent part in the 
military operations at Alexandria, and there can no 
longer be any doubt that he personally superintended 
the burning of a portion of the European quarter of 
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the city. Like all other military officers of his 
rank, he was well known to Artibi, with whom ho hart 
been prior to the war on terms approaching to inti- 
macy. After the defeat at Tel-el-Kebir ho disap- 
peared together with one Hasan Moosa el Akdrt, a 
Cairene merchant and landowner, who was pci’- 
sistontly described as an incendiary and a fanatic, but 
who was in reality only an active Egyptian politician 
of doubtful honesty. By some unaccountable infatua- 
tion they found their way to Crete, whore they W'ore 
at once recognised and arrested. Their jjrocipitaio 
flight seemed conclusive evidence of guilt, and the 
Turkish governor sent them back to Egypt with 
becoming promptitude. 

I happened to bo in the corridor of the Daira 
Saniya, when the two prisoners arrived. Suloinuln’s 
face seemed perfectly livid from fear. His counte- 
nance was, I remember, singularly unprepossessing, 
and he wore a drab military overcoat and patent 
leather shoes. Hasan Moosa, clad in a snow-white 
turban and a tight-fitting robe of chocolate-coloui’cd 
cloth (a costume which became admirably his slight 
figure, olive complexion, and typical Egyptian face), 
seemed perfectly unconcerned, giving a cheerful nod 
of I’ecognition to every one ho mot. lie was perfectly 
accustomed to this kind of thing, for his wliolo Hfo 
had been almost spent in arrest and oxilo. The now 



SULEIMAn SAmi the .iPPBOVEE. 


257 


comers were placed in adjoining colls next to that of 
Abd-el-ill, and I left the prison wholly unconscious 
of what was about to occur, 

Just at this time our work was peculiarly arduous. 
I was examining each deposition as it came to hand, and 
devoting as much time as possible to the study of such 
points of Moslem and international law as would be 
useful at the approaching trial. Lord Henry Lennox 
was now in Cairo, and Ardbi expressed a desire to see 
him. Ridz Pacha, however, returned a somewhat 
. decisive answer in the negative to a request for 
admittance which Lord Hemy preferred. This hap- 
pened on the day following the arrival of the two 
fugitives ; and some hours were consumed in the pur- 
poseless interrogatory of Rifat Bey, which now 
seemed to have all at once become a matter of import- 
ance in the minds of the Commissioners. 

It was late in the evening when I saw Ardbi, who 
told me something unusual had taken place. He said 
that, as soon as Sir Charles Wilson had left the 
prison, the members of the Commission, who had sepa- 
rated, reassembled, and remained in the bTiilding till 
late at night, and he could plainly hear that a sitting was 
going on in the adjoining room, which seemed to last 
without interruption during several hours. Through 
the nailed-up Venetian blinds he had seen more than 
one mounted messenger from the Palace come and go. 
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Arabi was aware of the agi-eemoiit w'c had ob- 
tained, which was now to make our jjrcsoncc adinis- 
siblo and essential at thobo examinations, and he at 
once suspected that some foul play w’us on foot. 
Eifat Bey and a grim old Major of infantry named 
Kadr Kadr Bey, (who .shared his coll, and 'wus only 
accused of participation in the twice aume-itied 
prommeiamentos,) fully corroborated all i,\ji*.ibi iuul 
said. Eifat had, moreover, heard from the t;uurds 
that Suleimdn Boy Sami had been interrogated during 
six con,secutive hours. 1 asked all three prisomu's to 
draw up a statement of what hud passed, and re- 
turned homo much upset at the manifest unfiiiruehs 
with wliich I conceived wo had been treato<l. 

In the evening I leamed certain facts conm'cted 
with the arrival of Suloimdn Si'irai at Cairo which 
enabled me to confidently anticipate the lusxt move 
on the part of our adversaries, viz., the admission 
of Suleimdn Bey to give evidouco as an approver on 
behalf of the prosecution. From the numu'ut he 
arrived at Alexandria till ho reaclu'd the jirison ut 
Cairo he had never been for an instant out of sight 
of the zealous agents of the Khedive. The Governor 
of Alexandria had taken him in a clo.so carriage to a 
wayside raEway station some distance from the town, 
where he was placed in a separate compartment, and 
under the personal care of the Sub-Governor conveyed 
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to Cairo. We were not long kept in suspense. Tke 
Egyptian G-azette on the following morning was in 
unprecedented demand. It contained a full, true, and 
particular account of the declaration of Suleimdn Bey 
S^mi, the self-confessed burner of Alexandria. The 
statement in question filled nearly three columns, and 
was “to he continued”; next day a further instal- 
ment covered two columns more, and was also “ to 
be continued,” but for some reason or other the 
remainder has never appeared from that time to the 
present, and, in all probability, never will. 

Party feeling once more ran high at Cairo. The 
verdict of the verandah of Shepheard’s Hotel was 
almost unanimous : — Suleim^ Sdmi’s story should, of 
coxirse, be treated as conclusive, and Ardbi’s doom 
must be looked on as settled accordingly. A very 
cursory perusal of the latest effort of Ismail Eyoub’s 
genius, however, speedily showed me the real value, 
or, more correctly speaking, the real worthlessness, 
of the almost endless statement of Sdmi. He had 
tried to prove too much, and I saw at once his alle- 
gations were wholly incapable of corroboration. 
Sdmi pretended that Ardbi had verbally ordered him, 
in the presence of several persons he was unable to 
point out, to burn Alexandria. He also declared 
Ar4bi had sent him to the Hamleh Palace to kill 
the Khedive, but that on his road he met Sultdn 
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Pacha, (not yet K.C.M.Gr., bnt still tbo “Futlior of 
his Country,”) and Hasan Pacha Sherai. x\t the siji’ht 
of those personages ho repented himself, confussod his 
criminal intention, and, abandoning his impious 
design, returned from whence ho came. As regards 
the incendiarism, it was manifest that no corrobora- 
tion was possible, and the doubtful evidence of uu 
accomplice could not possibly carry conviction as to 
the incitement to mm'dor. I was alreud}' in po.s^Oh.'iion 
of the depositions of Siilhin and Hasan Hherai, neitln’r 
of wliich contained the faintest allusion to such uu 
occurrence, which that of Wultan, lit least, would 
certainly have done, if there had been an}' ground 
for the assertion. 

It was necessary, however, to take stnne st('p.s for 
protecting the right secured us by our convention 
with Borelli Boy. Wo addressed a letter to J.smuil 
Pacha Eyoub in the following terms : — 

We have learned from the public prints tlmt two p(‘)wi!is 
named Suleiman Daoud und Haban Mcwba-ol-Ahad, liuvo liuou 
examined by the Commission as witnesses against tmr ciicnt, 
ArSbi Pacha, in our absence, and in the absence of iho siccnistal, 
and contrary to the provisions of the agi'oemont signed on the 
2nd November by lI.E. Borelli Bey on behalf of tho Com- 
mission. 

We protest rospectfidly against tlieso infractions of an 
agreement binding on all parties, and, consequently, against 
use being made at any stage of tho trial of tho ovidoneo so 
obtained, which we consider as entirely null and void. 
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The undisguised glee with which the Court party 
contemplated the treachery of Suleimdn was not 
destined to be of long duration. Several persons 
whom he indicated by description or otherwise as 
witnesses were confronted with him on the very 
next day, but they refused one and all to support 
his story. Hasan Sherai in his prison and Sultdn 
Pacha in his palace flatly contradicted his romantic 
account of the alleged rencontre on the Ramloh road. 
A European of strong anti-Nationalist opinions was 
present when the delegate of the Commission came 
to respectfully interrogate the Father of his Country 
on the subject. Sultdn met the question put to him 
with an emphatic denial. “ What a pity,” exclaimed 
his visitor, “a different answer would have settled 
the whole business.” Did some scruples of conscience 
torment Sultdn Pacha’s mind even at the eleventh 
hour ? I think so. 

There is a vast difference between the principles 
and practice of Freemasonry in England and on the 
continent of Europe. Our own system embraces 
nothing more exciting than charity and good-fellow- 
ship ; foreign Masonry is almost avowedly an appro- 
priate and convenient arena for political discussion, 
and both political and religious agitation. The two 
creeds have absolutely nothing in common but a few 
outward and visible signs, which convey to the minds 
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of those who use them very different significations. In 
Egypt the tenets of continental Masonry, with its iic- 
puhlican watchwords of Frafernite, JLiberte, JSffulHe, 
had evidently overshadowed for a timo at least a 
strong ErigHsh element which once prev'ailed in her 
numerous Lodges. Although none of the leaders of 
the National party belonged to the brotherliood, a 
large number of their subordinates were annmgst its 
most active and zealous members. Sheikli Abdu had 
been made Master of his Lodge, and many of the 
Deputies in the Egyptian Ohaniber had hastened to . 
join the craft. The “ hungry after justice,” a.s llifsit 
(also a Mason) usually described the Egyptian patriots, 
found a strange fascination in the mysths tics which 
was to unite all men in the common bond of liberty, 
and believed the same machinery which had helped 
the Italians in their struggle for freedom and unity 
would materially assist the Egyptian cause. 

I must now explain the reason for this abrupt digres- 
sion on Egyptian Masonry. At every period of my 
stay in Egypt, and more particularly at every acute 
crisis through which the fato of Arubi passed, I 
received a series of anonymous letters giving nio 
many valuable hints, and informing mo of all that 
was going on in the enemy’s camp, A groat majority 
of them bore unmistakeable signs of a masonic origin. 
Some came through the post, others were loft at my 
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house by an unknown hand. At the critical moment 
I am now describing I receiyed the following advice: — 

• * • * • * • 

‘‘ Dear Brother, 

Victory for Justice! I have the honour to inform you 
that Sultan Pacha denies ever seeing Suleiman Sdmi on the road 
to Ramleh, He has lately told several people that Arabi neither 
burned Alexandria, nor gave any orders that it should be burned. 
He said also he had ascertained this personally when he went to 
speak to Ar^bi about the soldiers who surrounded the palace at 
Ramleh on the 12th July. Sultan Pacha found Ardbi outside 
the gate Bdb-el-Sharki loudly lamenting over the looting and 
burning and upbraiding the soldiers for what had happened. He 
oven caused plunder to be snatched from the soldiers and burned. 
SuMn asked who had done this thing. Ardbi answered ‘ They 
say it is Suleiman Sdmi.’ Please pay a visit to Sultan. He 
has much to say to you. Indeed he is waiting for you. He 
will corroborate all I now say. Please burn this. 

“ From your Brother.’’ 


The brief triunaph occasioned by the supposed 
success of the secret examination of Suleimdn Sdmi 
seemed to have emboldened the Commission to set all 
our agreements with Borelli Bey openly at defiance. 
On going to the Daira Saniya prison on the morning 
of the 19 th November I found the Commissioners on 
the point of examining a venerable Maltese renegade 
who had suddenly, and after the lapse of five months, 
recollected some phrases uttered by Ardbi during the 
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bombai'dmeiit, whicli ho now pretciulccl hail .sonio 
occult and mysterious moaning. Ismuil Eyouh iir'nt 
essayed a little persuasion, laying much stl•es^ on the 
fact that His Excellence the witno^.s was u Pacha, 

“ and a Pacha could not lieP The following dialogue 
then took place between us : — 

President : We intend to-day to examine a fre.sh 
witness against all the prisoners. 

Mr. Broadley : I venture to submit this cnnufit 
be done unless you allow the accused to hi' jirosent, 
as it is contrary to the amendment of the Procedure 
Pules agreed on by Borelli Bey on tlic Lhul of * 
November in the name of the (Jomnussion and acted 
on by it since. 

President : The Commission repndiafes this orfree- 
ment. The accused cannot be pro.sent. 

Mr, Broadley : I trust I may point out that M. 
Borelli left the sitting of the Commission to .sign the 
agreement, that it was signed in an udjinning apart- 
ment in the presence of some members of the Court, 
that the President congratulated mo on terminating 
the difficulty, and that for some days it wa-s held to 
bo in force and acted on accoi’dingly. I must also 
observe M. Borelli was officially introduced to us u.s 
the accredited legal adviser of the Sliuistry of the 
Interior and the Commis,sion. 

President : I will write to M. Borelli. 



SULEIMAn SAmI the APPROYEB. 265 

[An hour’s delay, after which a letter arrives.^ 

'President As M. Borelli says we can go on with 
the eTidence we shall do so. 

Mr. Brottdley : As I can consent to no deviation 
from the rules agreed to, I beg leave to tender a 
written protest and withdraw. 

Accompanied by Mr. Santillana I paid a long visit 
to Ardbi, who did not seem much moved at Suleimdn 
Sdmi’s accusation, beyond feeling deeply the treachery 
of which he was the victim. I was soon convinced 
of the truth of the assurances he gave me. As to the 
* story of Suleimdn’s mission to kill the Khedive he at 
once pointed out its inherent improbability. “ 1 have 
never knowingly wronged or harmed a human being,” 
said Ardbi; “ for three months at Cairo the Khedive’s 
life was jealously guarded by me day after day. If 
I had ever wanted to assassinate him I could have 
have done so at any moment. Why, then, should I 
suddenly conceive the idea of killing him in the midst 
of what I then thought to be our common misfortunes?” 
“ Eave I then need^^ he added, ‘‘ to solemnly swear to 
you that what Sulevmdn Sami says is a lie?” At my 
suggestion he promised to write a full account of his 
movements on those eventful days, but he asked me 
to send him his faithful servant Muhamed, who had 
boon all the time at his side. “ When I think of the 
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bombardment,” he said, ‘‘the old stunned feeling’ 
here (pointing to his head) seems to retuim and my 
memory becomes confused. I want to question 
Muhamed on one or two points.” A day later ho 
completed the paper I required, and this is Sir. 
Santillana’s translation of Arabi’s story of all he did 
during Lord Alcester*s “ warlike operation :” — 

“ During my stay at Alexandi’ia with the Ministry, 
from July 7th to the 10th, I used to g’(; in the morn- 
ing to the Ras-ol-Tin Palace, and come back after 
sunset, on account of the prolonged inc('ting.s tht' 
Ministers then held. At night I used to bo at tlio 
Ministry of Marine. 

“ On the 10th of July a Council of Jlinisters and 
others was held under the presidency of the Khedive} 
the Ottoman delegates wore present. It was decided 
that we should reply to the fire of the English ships 
after they had fired five or six shots. The Council 
was dismissed at five o’clock that day. The Khedive 
with his family loft for Ramleh Palace. I proceeded 
to the Ministry of Marino and gave the necessary 
instructions to the commander of the forces} the 
infantry were to assist the artillerymen, as the latter 
were under the full number necessary to man the guns. 

“ On the morning of July Uth, 1882, at 7 o’clotjk 
a.m. the ships opened firo} the forts answered 
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according to orders. As tlie missiles fell yery thick 
on the Ministry of Marine, I proceeded with Tonlba 
Pacha to the Damas Fort, near the Bdb-el-Jadid 
(Now Grate), which, being very high, allowed of our 
seeing the other forts. Shells fell very thick on our 
way, and one of them burst as we were near the Bdb- 
el-Jadid, and killed two officers, six men of the 
police force, and the ^horse of a carriage that was 
standing by. 

“ I remained in the said fort up to half -past ten, 
^Arabic time (four o’clock p.m.) During the bombard- 
ment all the ministers came to us, as well as 
messengers from the Khedive and from Dervesh 
Pacha, with compliments from H.H. and Dervesh for 
the splendid attitude of the troops, although the forti- 
fications were in an unfinished state and the English 
ships so powerfully armed. At three o’clock of that 
same day there came from Cairo Omar Bey Eahmi 
and Sheikh Muhamed Abdfi. We had also with us 
the Chief of the Alexandria Police, Mustafa Bey 
Sobhi and Suleimdn Bey Sdmi. The latter seemed 
to have lost his head, and talked nonsense, which I 
paid no attention to, as I was speaking with the Chief 
of the Police about carrying away the dead and 
wounded who were in the forts and the streets. I 
hoard Suleiman Sami saying, ‘We must stop the 
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Canal.’ I interrupted for a moment my eonvensution 
with the police officer to remark, ‘ The Suez Canal is 
neutral, and must not he touched.’ 

“ After I had done talking with the Chi(‘f of tlio 
Police I blamed Suleiman Sami for having left his 
troops at such a moment and for coming to trouble u.s 
with his nonsense, and ordered him to go back to lii,s 
post; he left us then. There were present then 
Toulba Pacha, Omar Bey Eahmi, and Sluikh 
Muhamed Abdii. 

“ The fire having ceased, I loft the fort. I found 
that a very groat crowd had a.sscmblcd near the New’ 
Grate ; the people surrounded mo and prevented my 
proceeding forward; they were terribly frightened; f 
reassured them and calmed them. Ilia Excellency 
lUgheb Pacha came up and drew mo away from the 
crowd. He took me to his house, where there were 
present Sherai Pacha, Suleiman Pacha Abaza, Zobeir 
Pacha, Sultdn Pacha, and Ismail Ilakki Pacha. After 
our afternoon prayer we all went to Ramleh Pahn-o 
to submit the state of affairs to the Khedive. This 
was about sunset. We remained there till two o’cilock. 
A Council was held during this time under the 
Khedive’s presidency, at which Dorvosh Pa(>lia -was 
also present. It was decided to hoist tlio white flag 
if fire was opened again fi-om the slnps, as a sign that 
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we "wanted to negoeiate. Tonlba Pacha "was appointed 
to go to the English Admiral and inform him of what 
had been decided. 

“I then proceeded to Bdb-el-Sharki (the Eastern 
Grate) and gave orders to the Commandant de Place at 
Alexandria to hoist the white flag if the fire was 
opened next day. I spent the night there in the 
room reserved to the officer in command of the Bab- 
el-Sharki post. After midnight Tonlba Pacha came 
and took from me the instructions which the Council 
had decided upon. -There were in the room -with us 
during most of that time, Omar Bey Rahmi and 
Khalil Bey Kamil. 

“ Next morniag at 6 o’clock, July 12th, Mahmoud 
Pacha Siimi arrived : I enquired about the time and rea- 
son of his coming to Alexandria. He said he had come 
during the night, and had gone to the Police Office, 
and then to the house of the President of the Council, 
Ragheb Pacha, and others, and had at last put up at a 
private house in the town for the night. He had come, 
he said, to see how matters stood, as a soldier, ready to 
fight for his country. I thanked him. Soon after, Mah- 
moud Pacha Fehmy, Atd Bey, and Suleiman Bey Sdmi 
came, and a conversation ensued as to what was to 
be done in case the British Admiral persisted in re- 
opening fire, and as to what quarters the army might 
take in case it was obliged to abandon the town. I 
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gave permission to Malimond Paclia Fehmy and 
Khalil Bey Kdmil to proceed to MahmoTidieh and 
make a reconnaissance from Iladjr Ennuwatia to 
Kafr-el-Dowar, and draw out a plan of uii)' locality 
they naight think most suitable. They went on their 
errand. The Chief of the Police took my directions 
for giving assistance to the wounded who were in 
the more distant forts, such as Fort Adgemi, El-iMeks, 
and to the inhabitants on the side of Gabitri. Aft(>r 
this Touiba Pacha went to the Ministry of iJlarine to 
carry out his mission. At half-past nine the ships 
opened fire, and I went out of the room to see the' 
hoisting of the white flag, and the persons present 
left me to go to their dilforont posts. After twenty- 
five or twenty shots had been fired the attack ceased : 
haU-an-hour afterwards a messenger came to mo from 
the Khedive. I proceeded to Ramloh Palace, and 
submitted to the Khedive the result of the hoisiing 
of the white flag from the forts, and told him that 
twenty or twenty-five shots had been fired. I remained 
there until Touiba Pacha came at half-past one o’clock 
p.m., and reported that the British Adniiral wanted 
the occupation of three forts, viz. the forts of Meks, 
El Arab, and El Adgemi, and that he wanted an 
order to that effect from the Khedive at half-past 
one. 

“ A Council was held, under the presidency of the 
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Khedive, and in the presence of Dervesh Pacha and 
Kadii Bey, the Ottoman Envoys, of Ismail Pacha 
Hakki, of Toulba Pacha, and the Ministers. After 
deliberation, it was decided to submit the matter to 
the Sultan, as the Imperial firman did not give the 
Khedive the right to cede any part of Egypt to any 
foreign power, and to send back Toulba Pacha to the 
Admiral to inform him of this decision. The Khedive 
then ordered me to send soldiers to occupy Fort 
Adgemi, in order to prevent a landing of the English. 

I exposed to His Highness the difficulties that pre- 
vented my doing so. He looked angry, and said, 
“Why are you soldiers if you cannot prevent the 
enemy from occupying j our country ? ” The Council 
was then dissolved. After a quarter of an hour the 
Khedive sent for me, and in the presence of Dervesh 
Pacha asked me what was the reason of the presence 
of four companies of infantry at Ramleh. I had no 
knowledge of this fact, and told him so, and said that 
I supposed they had come to reinforce the guard of the 
palace. He said that there was no necessity for their 
presence, that the guard he had before was quite 
enot^h, and it would be better to order them off to 
some other part. I went out and inquired for the officer 
in command of the detachment : I found it was Ali 
Abd Hashim, of the 6th infantry. I asked why 
the four battalions had come, and by whose orders. 
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He replied that Suleimdn Sdmi had ordered him to 
reinforce the guard at Ramleh. I told him to return 
to his post, as his services were not required there, 
the guard at Eamleh being quite sujfficient. 

“ At four o’clock I left in the direction of Alex- 
andria; on my road I met a great many fugitives 
from the town: on approaching Bab -cl- Shark! 
I saw a great crowd of people, a medley of 
soldiers and citizens, going in the direction of llali- 
moudieh, with their wives and their childi'en, all 
crying. On my inquiring the reason of all this, L. 
was told by some that the English wore going to fire 
upon the town, and by others that the bombardment 
had already begun. 

“ On my reaching Bdb-el-Sharki, at five o’clock 
p.m., I found Colonel Aid Bey, who informed mo 
that it was rumoured in the town that the English 
would begin fire again, and that the inhabitants 
and even the soldiers had loft in disorder, lie 
said he was trying to assemble the soldiers 
of his regiment. I urged him to do so, and to 
prevent his men from disbanding. I stood myself 
before the gate to stop the soldiers. I was told 
by Mahmoud Pacha Sdmi and Omar Boy Baluni 
that Suleiman Sdmi was with a detachment of soldiers 
in the Monshia, that he was in a state of frenzy, and 
wanted to bum the town, and would listen to nu 
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aclvico. I sent immediately for him. I thinh my 
messengers were Ibraliim Bey Fouzi, and another 
officer whose name I do not remember. I directed 
Aid Bey to send four companies to prevent the 
soldiers from pillaging the shops. At eleven o’clock 
or thereabouts Suleiman Sami arrived with a couple of 
battalions in comjrlete disorder. I asked him whether 
it was true that he wanted to bmn the town; he 
denied having ever had any such intention, and said 
his soldiers wei'e only occupying the streets leading 
to the Port in order to prevent the landing of English 
troops. But as I obseiwed that some of the men had 
linen and other stuffs in their possession, I ordered 
him to seize them and to identify those upon whom 
they had been found. I did not cease encouraging 
the soldiers, and reminding them of the honour of 
their flag, and so sought to prevent their leaving the 
town, and precipitately abandoning their resistance. 
I oven told them I had decided not to quit the town, 
and that 1 would die there, — and asked if they would 
leave me alone? Wliilo all tins was going on, 
there came up Hasan Pacha Sherai, Suleimdn Pacha 
Abaza, Hussein Bey-ei-Turk, aide-de-camp to the 
Khedive, together with Miiheddin Elfcndi, aide de- 
camp to Dervesh Pacha, and found me there. They told 
mo that the soldiers who were at Kamlch, both the 
infantry and cavalry, had surrounded the palace, and 
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prevented any one from going in or out. 1’hoy n’'kod 
me the reason of all this; hut T tva'^ oxccediiurly ''iir- 
prised at hearing it myself. Soon after I 'Fonlha 
Pacha, who had just come up, to order the Mjldu'us 
to leave the palace, and to enquire as to the j'UU'ii's 
of their behaviour. I declared Ixdore all ])er.M»iis 
present that I had nothing to do with what was going 
on there. I then asked Suleiman Bty Sami why he 
had sent infantry soldiers to liaudc'li. lie said that 
having found some carriages that won' going tliere, 
he had sent fom* companies to reinforce the guard, of 
his own accord, and without having any orders 
for it. 

“Toulba Pacha having reached llamli'h I’ahieo, 
the soldiers dispersed. Ilo had the honour to S(‘u the 
Khedive ; and it was ascertained, after iiujuiry, that 
the soldiers, having been told that the inhabitants and 
the military at Alexandria were leaving the town in 
a disorderly manner, had conceived some fours for 
the palace, and had surrounded it. The Khedive 
thanked them for it, and sent Ilusscin-el-lhirk, his 
aide-de-camp, with Toulba Pacha, to present me his 
compliments. The messenger did not find m(', and 
I knoW this from Toulba Pacha, who tohl it me when 
he joined me later in the day. 

“ Seeing that it was impossible to take the ti’oops 
back to Alexandria, and that a few of tln'in »jidy 
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wore at Bdb-el-Sharki, and many officers, amongst 
whom Nessim Bey, commander of the coast at Alex- 
andria, having informed mo that the ships had ap- 
proached Fort Silsiloh, in order to bombard the Bdb- 
ol-Sharki barracks, and cut off the retreat, I thought 
that it was necessary to choose some convenient spot 
as a rendezvous for the soldiers. I therefore ordered 
the officers of the different regiments to go, with all 
the soldiers they could collect, to a convenient position 
on the Mahmoudieh Canal. 1 went with Rtigheb 
Pacha, President of the Council, in his carriage, as 
far as the place where the roads meet, in front of 
the Chi'istian cemetery. I alighted, as he was going 
to the Kliedive’s. at Tlamleli Palace, and went on to 
the (’anal in groat haste, in order to bo the first 
there, and to preserve order anrongst the soldiers. 
The troops continued to an’ive there between sunset 
and daybreak.'’ 

• # • * » 

If the trial had gone on, Arubi’s statement could, 
I believe, have been substantiated. Ibrahim Boy 
Fouzi would certainly have given evidence, and one 
Hasan Effendi-ol-Shomsi,* (the ex-editor of the 
Arab newspaper 3£uftd,) stated openly, at a time 
when all the prisonoi’s wore still at tlie Cairo Pre- 

* Notes of Ahmed Boy Bifat 
T 2 
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fecture of Police, that he was standinjr near Ar/ihi 
and Mahmoud Sdmi when Sulcimf'in S/imi came uj) 
to thorn almost beside himself, and said soinethinfir 
about burning the town. They both strmigU' <lis. 
suadedhim from any act of the kind, but iSuloimjiu 
suddenly rose in manifest anger, and turiu'd (jiiickly 
towards the town. Arabi asked El-Hl^em^i to ovt'r- 
take hmi, “ lest he should do some act of folly,” ami 
bring him back. El-Shomsi did so, Ijiit the moment 
he touched Suleiman’s aim tin* latter ti'av<‘ hnn .so 
violent a push with his .shoulder as to throw him 
down. When ho rose, Suloina'in wa.s already hom<> 
distance off. 

A few days later the depo.sitions rocord(“d !)y the 
Commission, coupled with what Taird Dufferin ajjpro- 
priately enough called tho “tainted” evideiu'e of 
Suloimdn Silmi, were found wholly inudtsjuate to 
connect Arabi with the burning of Alexandria. Tlu'y 
were insufficient even to make out a pnutd fucie 
ease against him. Tho attempt to implicate him 
in the events of tho 11th June at Alexandria ivas, 
if possible, a still more con.spi<*nous failure.* A few 
days later Suleiman Ssimi’s cell wn.s empty. He 
had been suddenly hurried down to Alexandria 
to await trial for his self-confessed crime. Tins 

* It was at this time I roc(‘ived tho stiihmipiit of Slieikh AImIu 
and others on the subject. 
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morning before he left Cairo for over ho had seen 
Anibi cross the quadrangle below, and return a few 
minutes afterwards condemned only to simple exile 
on a formal charge of rebellion. Suleiman SAmi’s 
whilom friends now became his implacable foes. 
Might he not tell inconvenient stories of his interview 
with the Governor and Sub-Governor of Alexandria 
on his road to Cairo, or reveal what really happened 
at the secret sitting of tho Commission of Inquiry ? 
In the jail at Alexandria, it is true, Suloimdn Sami 
made several feeble attempts, first to attenuate and 
then to deny his original declaration. Ho was now, 
however, to bo tried by that very Moslem law which 
declares explicitly that ‘‘ tho confession of a man may 
bo well taken as conclusive against himself, but can- 
not bo hold sufilciout to condemn others he accuses 
therein.” The Alexandria Court Martial unhesita- 
tingly condemned him, and while dawn was breaking 
on tho morning of the 9th of June Suleiman Bey 
Siimi Ibn Daoud was brought from liis prison, half 
dead with terror, and hanged by the neck till he was 
dead, in tho midst of tho very ruins he had helped 
almost a year before to create. Whether the burning 
of Alexandria constituted a crime, when viewed as a 
military expedient, is a very difficult question. Sulei- 
man Sami admitted the incendiarism, but pleaded 
in justification the orders of his lawful superior. 
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Arabi consistently denied this assertion, and Sulei- 
indn Stlnii entirely failed to prove it. A stron,a: })ro- 
sumption that it was false, arose from the fact that 
Suleiman’s statements were wholly diseroditod in 
every particular where corroboration or c‘ontradLcli<»n 
was possible. I consider his execution fidly justilied. 
Of one thing there can be no doubt : no man over 
died in Egypt more despised or more uu pitied. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

UOW WE CAilB TO DEFEND MAHMOUD PACHA SAMI. 

On the afternoon of the 19th November I received 
a wholly unexpected visit from Mr. Broadway, who 
for many years had held the almost fiduciary position 
of dentist in ordinary to the Khedivial family. Mr. 
Broadway had begun life as a soldier, but had many 
years ago very prudently abandoned the pursuit of 
arms, for the more profitable business of stopping and 
extracting the teeth of Egyptian gi’andees. My 
visitor was evidently a man of no little force of cha- 
racter. and 1 afterwards learned ho had long waged a 
costly war of actions for slander against a rival 
practitioner, who lived opposite him and described 
himself on a still more imposing brass plate than Mr. 
Broadway’s as “ Dentist Extraordinary to the JPrm- 
cesse Mhre and all the members of the Khedivial 
family.” Mr. Broadway lost no time in coming to the 
object of his visit ; — “I want you,” he said, “to 
defend Mahmoud Pacha Stimi. I bring you a letter 
from his wife, hut I assure you there are some much 
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greater people beliiiid her, and I hare ercn had to tear 
the crown of a Khodirial princess ofi the envoh»pe. The 
Pacha’s wife is herself a princess of the Yeghen famil}', 
and we have no notion of his being made a scape-goal 
for the rest of the prisoners. Even the great cease 
Mhre* has made up her mind to this, and the whole of 
the other princesses have determined to tell Lord 
DufEerin their opinion of Tewfik I’acha. Ploas() r(‘a(l 
this,” and ho handed me a torn envelope containing a 
short note duly sealed in Arabic. 

Mr. Santillana ti'anslatcd it : 

I, the wife of Mahmoud Pacha Wini, do hereby ajiiKinit 3Ir. 
Broadloy, tho Englihli Advocate, to defend my hu^l)alld before (he 
Oommisbion of Inquiry and the Court Mai’tial in cu^e Jie -hoiilil 
bo obliged to appear boforo ono of those courts, or both. 1 gi\e 
liim full powers with regard to the dofenco of mj' sai<i husband, 
accept personally ftxll responsibility for all costs of the same, and 
deliver him this mandate which shall at all times be a witne'-' of 
my act. (Seal.^ Aueeua, wife of Mahmoud Pacha hssiiui. 

“ But,” I asked Mr. Broadway, “ has not Mahmoud 
SAmi retained a native lawyer to defend him V ” 
“ To hang him, you mean,” promptly answered Mr. 
Broadway. “ Yusef Ktimil was a beggar a month ago, 
he is well to do even now, and when the Pacha is 
hung he will bo a very rich man indeed.” 1 could 
only express a hope that matters wore' not quite so 
bad as ho imagined, but ho would accept no refusal. 

* The vcneniblc luotliur oi I&nuul Pneha. 
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“ Tho Princess Adeela,” he said, “ has sworn to save 
her husband, she will go to Lady Dufferin ; if neces- 
sary, she will even throw herself at the feet of Lord 
Dufferin himself; but you shall defend him as well 
as Ardbi.” I promised to ask the requisite permission 
of Ismail Eyoub. I afterwards learned that the same 
evening Mahmoud Sdmi’s wife forwarded a petition 
in furtherance of her views to Lord Dufferin. Ismail 
Eyoub would not hear of such an innovation as a 
change of advocates, and the matter had, therefore, 
tg JjQ treated diplomatically. Three days later 
(November 23rd) I was sent for to the Daira Saniya. 
1 met Yusef Kamil in his usual state of health un- 
suspectingly leaving his client’s room. Mahmoud 
Sami afterwards told me he had assiduously endea- 
vimrod to persuade him to “propitiate the Com- 
imssion” by signing a declaration inculpating Ardbi 
in the “ unlawful use of the white flag ” at Alexandria. 
Ismail Eyoub called me into his room, and, with an 
undeniable twinkle in his eye, gave me a short letter, 
whicli road as follows : — 

To our beloved friend, Mr. Broadley. 

Wheims Yusef Kamil, tlie Counsel of Mahmoud Pacha Sami, 
lias been suddenly afflicted with sucli sickness as will prevent 
liis continuing the defence, you are hereby permitted to appear 
for the said Mahmoud Pacha Sami in his place. 

1 thou saw tho eftbrts of his faithful wife had not 
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beou unavailing.*'' From the day of her husband ', n 
arrest she had caused all her luximous furniture to be 
removed from her room, and sat almost literally in 
sackcloth and ashes as a .sign of her great grief. She 
s+ill only lives in the hope of hi.s return. With u 
refinement of cruelty the loyal native jjapers now anil 
again intensify her sorrow by romantic stories about 
her absent husband having found fresh attractions 
amongst the beauties of Ceylon. The object of so 
much wholly disinterested affection can hai’dly he the 
cruel heartless man his ouomies describe him. 

As soon as I received the nocossaiy permisssion I 
^isitocl Mahmoud Pacha Siimi in his coll, in which I now 
placed the usual deal table and cane-bottomed chairs. 
His first request, I am glad to say, was to be allowed 
to write a letter of tlianks to his wife. I need hardly 
say I readily granted it. Then followed the old 
story, — ill-usage in prison, the reaction of despair, 
and confes.sions of miserable weakness before the 
Commission. Mahmoud Sami had profited more by 
the European contact ” than Anibi, he was better 
versed in modern politics and diplomacy, and he was, 
perhaps, more able and intellectually powerful than 

• During the procfodini^, nl Cairo (he Kgvptian -t.itdl at 
interyals that Mahmoud Sami’>, wife hail (lokTmimd to roimdiato him 
and seek for a divorce. Nothing could be further from the luet. 
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his former War Minister, but he lacked the intense 
feeling, the wholly unselfish patriotism, and the 
huart-boi’ii qualities of Arabi, which begot a magnetic 
influence of character it was difficult to resist. Arabi 
thought o)?l^ of Egypt, Mahmoud Sami also thouglit 
of Egypt, it is true, but he thought a little of himself 
and his ambition as well. But then it must bo 
remembered that the race of Egyptian Ministers 
which preceded them thought exclusiyely of their 
own personal interest and aggrandisement, and 
ij^Aing at all of the coimtry they pretended to assist 
in governing. 

Our eight original clients (we had decided for the 
lime being to defend Major Kadr Kadr instead of 
Osman Pacha Fouzy) had now completed their 
defence, and time hung somewhat heavily on their 
hands. The perusal of the productions of the emi- 
nently loyal Egjqptian press (in which Ardbi was 
now openly charged with selling his country to the 
English at Tel-ol-Kebir) caused so much distress, that 
I discouraged it, and allowed some of our translators 
to write out in Arabic extracts from such of our 
English newspapers as had the courage to see the 
Egyptian question in the simple light of right and 
wrong. A picture had just appeared in the Illrn- 
I rated News which encouraged the prisoners greatly. 
It was described as “ Preparing Evidence for Arabics 
Trial,” and nothing could have been more true to 
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life. Tho villagers, the policenioii, the soldiers, the 
officers, the Pachas, and last hut not least the sticks, 
•were all there, while a Coptic clerk seated on the 
floor was busily engaged in recording a deposition. 
“Ah!” said Arabi, with a sigh, “if I could believe 
people in England would understand that picture 
how happy I should feel. Tliey would see what I 
meant when I cried out in vain for justice.” 

At this time wo saw a great deal of two gentlemen 
who were afterwards destined to write aljout Egypt 
from two very different points of view. I allutlii.4p 
hli'. Mackenzie Wallace, the well-known (‘orrcsp<mdcnt 
of tho Times at Constantinople, and Bf. Uubricl 
Charmes,* who was then representing the vnea in- 
fluential Journal des Dehats in Egypt, Bfr. Wallace 
was an indefatigable seeker for facts, who con- 
scioutiously endeavoured to help if possible tho future 
of Egypt by his observations, and by suggchtions 
founded on experience. I placed at his disposal 
Ardbi’s papers, and all the information 1 had in my 
power as to tho history of tho cause ho had fought for. 
He doubtless hoard fai’ more than I could toll him on 
the other side. Mr. Wallace has apparently jio lu'si- 
tation in coming to a decision. Wliat was fir,st calh‘d 
“an insignificant military I’cvolt,” and tlu'u “a great 
military rebellion,” was, he so(m saw, neither one 
nor tho other. Ai-abi had been chosen by the tacit 
* Sac ante, p. 1C4. 
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sufErage of an entire country to lead a movement 
wholly national in its conception, and distinguished 
amongst other similai" movements by its unanimity and 
its universality.® In a word, Mr. Mackenzie Wallace 
confesses with praiseworthy frankness that all Egypt 
was with Arabi, and Ardbi at the head of all Egypt. 
I hail this impartial testimony as to the pure 
patriotism of Arabi and his friends, and I wish I 
could agree with him as cordially in other conclusions 
ho has arrived at. Mr. Wallace does justice to the 
f air fa me of Ardbi, who, after having the whole wealth 
of the “Garden of Paradise” at his command, had 
nothing to give up to his victorious foes but the 
“few paternal acres” which }nelded him an income 
of less than 200^. a year. I am convinced if Mr. 
Wallace had had the same opportunity of studying 
Anibi’s character which fell to my lot, he would have 
recognized it in far liigher and more practical qualities 
than those belonging to a dreamer of dreams or talker 
of platitudes. 

M. Gabriel Charmes had a very diflterent object 
in view. Ardbi had failed to beat the English, and it 
consequently became expedient to treat the whole 
question in such a manner as to render both Arabi and 
the English as odious and ridiculous as possible in the 
eyes of a sympathetic French audience. This task 

^ E(j?/pt and the Egyptian QvestfoUf by I). Mackenzie Wallace. 
Lomlon, Macmillan & Co. 188B. 
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was eminently congenial to M. Cliarnios' state of mind 
at tlie time ho wrote. He had just bcfoi'c championed 
in his paper and in a book the militant polic}- of his 
countrymen in Tunis. The veiy name of Tunis luid, 
howovei', in spite of M. Charmes’ efforts, become liate- 
ful from one end of Franco to the other. He had also 
for long years, and witli rare disintorestedness, toiled 
hard to prop up with his pen tlio institution once known 
in Egypt as the Dual Control, ])ut, although its 
sworn eiacmy Aruhi had failed, the Dual Control its('lf 
was also manifostodly tottering to its fall. Tn a M)irit 
of very natural irritation IM. t'harmes eomjnled for 
the Bevue ries Deux MoadeH* a narrative of what In* 
was pleased to call the “Military Insurrection in 
Egypt.” Unlike Mr. Wallace, 51. Galndel CJliarmes 
neither cared nor sought for roHablo facts ; to blacken 
Ai^ibi and tho English it was far more effective to rel}- 
solely on a ready pen and undeniably fertile imagina- 
tion. 

A single instance will suffice t(j show tho real 
nature of 51. Charmes’ romance. lie asks the b'’rc‘ueh 
people in sober seriousness to believe the following 
account of Sir Charles Wilson’s relations with the 
Egyptian Government on tho subject of tho ill-treat- 
ment of the accused persons in 2 >rison. “ Oik* day,” 
he writes, “ Sir Charles Wilson anived at tho 5fiiii,siry 


* Angus! .'iiid Hoptomhor Ist, 188.^. 
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in a fury of just indignation. ‘What,’ he exclaimed, 
‘ you promised me not to subject the prisoners to 
torture and yet one of a peculiarly atrocious character 
has been inflicted upon them. You deprive them of 
repose. During the whole night your soldiers march 
up and down the corridors with thick shoos, and so 
prevent everybody from sleeping. How do you think 
that the accused under these circumstances can have 
collected ideas and prepare a proper defence ? ’ * 

“ The same evening the guards received a supply of 
sli|)ga^s, and were enjoined to move about slowly. 
Next day Sir Charles Wilson returned. ‘ It is always 
the same thing,’ he said. ‘ Ardbi cannot sleep, his 
cell is low, damp, and cold, and his health is in 
imminent danger.’ The same night Axdbi was moved 
to a lofty, well-warmed, and spacious chambei', in 
every way worthy of its inmate. The following 
morning Sir Cliarles Wilson was again at the Home 
Office. ‘ You pretend to carry out my suggestions,’ 
ho exclaimed, ‘but your behaviour remains un- 
changed. Ardbi’s mattress is positively so hard that 
he cannot sleep upon it.’ The softest of woollen 
mattresses was immediately placed on Arabi’s 
bed. Again Sir Charles Wilson comes back to the 
charge. ‘I admit,’ says he, ‘the mattress is goed, 
^ Itmie ties Denx ^foiirles, September 1883, p. 111. 
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but ho has nn mosquito curtains. Tlie mos(iuitoN 
which buzz all night around his head j)J^cvont all 
concentration of thought^ and hinder the preparatioTi 
of his defence.’ A mosquito curtain was luma’ in 
Arabi’s room. Sir Charles Wilson is not evoji ilusi 
contented. Once more he arrives at the Slinistry. 
‘ Nowj’ he exclaims, ‘ I am convinced of your pre- 
meditation. You are resolved not to let Arabi hi cep 
at any price. Your mosquito curtain i.s in holes, 
through which the insects enter more cahily than into 
the room itself.’ The mosquito curtain is clurnmnl. 
Sir Charles Wilson oven then is not api)oas<'d. Tie 
comes back once again. ‘ You must undci’stand,’ he 
exclaims, ‘ that Ai’dbi is now alone. Ilis wift* must 
see him from time to time. It is really a species of 
torture to deprive him of les charnm de son hiUrmir. 
The visits of his wife will bo both a solace and a con- 
solation.’ That night Arabi’s wife penetrated to lier 
husband’s coll. Iloro my information stops, but I 
believe this bravo colonel felt it a manifest injustifa* 
that Ard,bi was not permitted to transport all the women 
of his harun to the prison. British cant alone pi’oventcd 
him from making a request which v'ould bring ubliush 
to the cheek of the many Knglish ladies who wt‘re 
now assembling in gx-cat numbers at Cairo, only a few 
stops distant from Arubi’s prison.” 
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I need hardly say that no single word of this 
amusing story has any foundation in fact, nor do I 
think it necessary again to refer to M. Grabriel 
Charmes except to rebut an equally groundless 
aspersion which he has thought fit, with a want of 
gallantry hardly to be expected in so eminent and 
zealous a Frenchman, to cast on an English lady. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

PROJECTS OP COMPROMISE. 

The week which followed my first professional inter- 
riow with Mahmoud Sami was fated to sec both Ihe 
beginning and the end of Arabi’s trial. No outward 
indications of the approaching and tinexp(‘ctcd solu- 
tion were visible. Our habitual interchange oi^lotfi-rs 
and protests with the ( Jommissioners of Iiujuir}'’ 
showed no signs of abatement ; fresh obstacle.s w<“ro 
invented and practised with a view of hindering our 
access to the prisoners; and even Ismail Eyoub 
gravely assured us he could not in any way admit 
the binding force of the Borelli Conventions, although 
I had, at the very time ho said so, an official letter 
in my pocket stating implicitly that he had been 
directed to give them the most complete recognition. 

Ardbi was awaiting his “good delivery” with 
confidence and much patience, passing his thnt) 
happily enough in reading or writing. Abd-el-Al 
and Toulba wore both somewhat seriously ill, the 
former suffered from low fever (’contracted amcjugst 
the marshes of Damietta, and the latter from long- 
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standing chronic asthma. I sometimes thought Toulba 
would never live to leave Egjpt. An English mili- 
tary surgeon * watched their ailments with unremitting 
attention, while the jail authorities sought some 
small revenge for our suspicions of Turkish doctors 
and Circassian guards by frequent and pressing 
requests to taste our clients’ medicine before they 
took it, or by invitations to repair to the prison long 
after dark to attest the absence of any foul play in 
the bond fide application of a mustard plaster. Sheikh 
Abdii and Ahmed RiMt were both now eagerly look- 
ing forward to a public trial : the former had almost 
recovered liis nonnal strength of mind, and helped us 
greatly by preparing an exhaustive memorandum of 
the Moslem law on which we intended, in a measure, 
to roly, as well as an analysis of his own OfiUcial 
Journal. Ho, too, was much reassured by a com- 
forting vision. Teivfik, ho dreamed, had succeeded 
in winding a long and heavy chain tightly around 
his body, but by a sudden effort he burst his bonds 
asunder and was free. 

• ••••• 

On our part we had used every exertion to pre- 
pare for the coming struggle in a manner suitable to 


* Snrgcon-Major Warrou. Dr. Jackbou, of Lord Wolboley’s Stafl', 
visited Arabi and Toulba several times at Abdin before they were 
surrendered to the Egyptian authorities. 

D 2 
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the importaiico of the intorcst'i iatrustinl to <jui' <‘arc. 
Given the application of any known .system of law 
(which was impo.ssiblo), and aiven also a fair hearing: 
before an impartial tribunal (which was still nioru 
impossible), the issue raised between the Khedivo 
Tewfik and Arabi presented, in a legal and technical 
point of view, almost unprecedented attractions. No- 
body could reasonably find fault with tlie a.s.sertion of 
the Egyptian lawyer (who was m}' travilling com- 
panion, six weeks before, hetwcc'U Alexandria (uul 
Cairo), that the indictment prcl'erri'd b) the Kly^inal 
Government agaimst the “re]>e]s’' aflord(>d all the 
opportunities (to u&c his own words) of “a h(‘antiful 
case.” The conspicuous ahsem-t* of <“V(‘n the mo.st 
elementary attempt to secure eitlu'r the (»iu‘ or the 
other of the desUUraki I have indieate<l, as a mutter 
of course very materially affected the po.sitiou in 
which we found ourselves. 

In the brief extract of the intended charges givt'ii 
to us by Borelli Bey certain sections of the Ottoman 
Military and Penal Codes are glibl}’ eittjd with 
apparent regularity, but it was an open seerut that 
those laws were inapplicable to the (jasc in bund. 'I’lie 
old Eg3Tptian Military Code of the time of M<>hem<'t 
All (now a dead letter) contained no adequate pro- 
visions for a similar contingency, and the Imperlul 
Ottoman Military Code could only he brought into 
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operation after the going through of certain formali- 
ties, not one of which, in the present instance, had 
been complied with. The required authority of the 
Sultan was absent ; the fiat of the Grand Seresk4rat 
(Ottoman War Office) had never been even de- 
manded ; the rank of the various component members 
of the Court was insufficient for its legal constitution, 
and even some of them (including the President) had 
actually been examined as witnesses against the 
accused before Ismail Pacha Eyoub acting as “ com- 
mittifig magistrate.” 

But this was not all — the very basis of the Court 
Martial was wanting. On the 1 7th September Mehomet 
Tewfik had solemnly decreed the total disbandment 
of the Egyptian Army — VarmSe JEgyptieime est 
dissoute. Ten days later, by a second edict, he 
constitutes the Court Martial before which our clients 
were to appear. The Ottoman Code declares clearly 
enough that “ active service ” is a requisite quali- 
fication for every person serving on a Court formed 
in accordance with its requirements. A court-martial 
and a disbanded army involve wholly irreconcileable 
ideas. It is not to be wondered at that Ministers 
at home were somewhat puzzled on the subject, 
and this bewilderment must have reached a climax 
when Sir Edward Malet (November 14th) tele- 
graphed : — 
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TitcrarK' Paclia tells me that the Conri lor tla' Iriul 

of Arubi and llio other prisoners is not inAlfntetf vwlu mm 
legal rode, but f>im])ly by Khedivial deeivo and in M’rtue (tf hi- 
Ilighnpss’h prerojrutho, there beiiu no pro\isifm in tin eodi-. 
for the summoninjf of courts-martial, but only lor eaninir 
counciH of war for the trial of military olFenders. 

We had, therefore, ample means of eommeiieinff our 
defence by an cla 1 >orato plea against tlie Jiiristliction 
of the Court. 

But there were other elements at htiud to sustain 
a defence on this same basis. Ihid Enghiiid,iu-ving 
once rcooivotl Artibi’s surrtmdcr as a prisoner of wtir, 
a right to give him up to any otlier anthoril}' thsui 
her own, to ho tried by that autlutrity for ticis com- 
mitted in the field against her V Could an Egyptian 
court-martial, for example (even if legally consti- 
tuted), convict Arsibi or any one else of using the 
■white flag exclusively to the detriment and preju- 
dice of the English forces ? England w'ould not sundy 
plead she was acting wifh the Khedive at the very 
time when the Alexandria forts, in obedience to his 
orders, were answering as best they could Die fire 
of our ships ? 

We were perhaps, if possible, oven in a stronger 
position as regards the merits of the four specifki 
charges upon which Borelli Boy originally intondc'd 
to rely. The first on the list was “ the illegal use 
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of the white flag in contravention of the Lmo of 
Nations.'” Borelli Bey was far too good a lawyer 
not to have understood the humour — the broad, 
undisguised, self-evident humour — of such an accu- 
sation. 

“ It is a bad joke (une mauvaise plaisanterie),” he 
said frankly, “which has been invented to please you 
English.” He confessed that he was wholly unable 
to understand by what legal sanction the more than 
doubtfully constituted court-martial was to judge 
matte* cognizable only by the comity of nations and 
ihB jus gentium. But this was not ah. “ Had not,” 
wo could have asked, “ the hoisting of the white flag 
at Alexandria (equally with the reply of the Egyptian 
guns to the attack of our fleet) received the direct 
sanction of the Khedive, who by force of circum- 
stances now denounced the act as an accuser ? This 
historical incident of the white flag had doubtless greatly 
irritated Lord Alcester, who imagined he had been 
deceived by it, but his very natural annoyance was 
manifestly insufficient to place the act he complained of 
in the category of crimes. Succeeding generations of 
jurists have consistently found a valid justification for 
“ deceit in warfare,” and declared that the exhibition 
of a flag of truce is no just impediment to the doing 
of such acts as may be lawfully done during the con- 
tinuance of hostilities, e.g.y the withdrawal of troops 
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or tlio bl'inpilijr of i-einfor('(‘nu*ul<. By n parit}' 
of reasoning the presi'iiec of sucli a fluu’ (‘uiiiilK no 
obligation for tbo c<'s.''ation of an attack rtu tin' jKtrt 
of tlio belligoronts in Avlio.se .sight it i-s hnist(>(l, I 
forbeai’ from quoting any of the many grtnit niillio- 
litios on this •VA’oll-e.stabli.shed except the Iat«‘.st 

and, perhap,s, the ino.st reliabh'. Sir (jarnot l\’’ol.s<‘1ey, 
on the eve of .settintr out for Egy])t, and exactly 
three Aveeks to a day after tla* l)oiidnU'dnieiit of 
Aloxanch'ia, publi.sh(’d a fourth (‘dition of hi^ *SV/A//Vv’.v 
Foohef BooJo* lie dewribe.>> niiiiiitely the ^pi<*ul 
behaviour (d the bearer of a fiau' of truce Avitli a 
mission to gain time," and dwells ulmo.st piclurc'xtucly 
oir the deliberate adjiistiuenl of trajtpiugs, the judi- 
cious “ dawdling over duty,” and tlie “ di.sinounting 
to look for imaginary stones in his horse’s f(>i't,'’ he 
must practice to achieve sueces.s. “ Tlte (L <). (t.,” 
ho says, “should not for a moment allow any absurd 
and false ideas of humanity, or sentinumtal notions 
about chivalry, to influeiuto his detasion. Never hir 
one moment susjjond any movement or opta-ation y<iu 
may bo engaged in because the taiemy bits sent you 
a flag of truce ; hfs object may he lo gahi time fen* the 
arrival of roinforcomont.s or for the execution ol 
some flank or tui-ning movement.’* A very few day^ 

• The Soldier's Pocket Book Jor Field S^rviiv, Londun, Alac- 
millan and Co (I8B2), pp. 285-6. 
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after the publication of the Soldier's Tochet Booh 
Sir Giamet Wolseley in person gave the “ gentlemen 
of the press ” at Alexandria a striking example of the 
utility of “ deceit in war.” Surely what Grrotius and 
Vattel taught and Lord Wolseley of Cairo approved 
was no crime merely because it was practised by the 
Egyptians ? 

So much for the incident of the white flag. With 
it, however, was ingeniously blended the burning of 
Alexandria. This accusation might be viewed in two 
distinat lights, either as an act of necessary strategy 
or the result of wanton incendiarism wholly inde- 
pendent of any military consideration. On the first 
point much might be said in its defence. Devasta- 
tion in war is no less allowable than deceit. The 
dostrucrion of towns and the laying waste of fields 
before an invading and close-approaching enemy 
liave alike received the high sanction of historical 
precedents, thickly scattered over nearly every page 
of the chronicles of modem warfare. Ariibi was not 
bound to say anything at all, but from the very first 
he solemnly denied the accusation altogether. The 
burden of proof was on his adversaries, and they 
wholly failed to substantiate their charge. Ardbi could 
have produced strong evidence in his exculpation ; it 
might have been unnecessary to do so, but it would 
certainly have laid suspicion to rest for ever. On the 



2<)K now WK DKh'KSDET) ARAltL 

question of the inassaci'cs of the 31th June not one 
tittle of proof was ever forthcoming. To (h‘.''t*iiss it 
fxu’ther is only to waste time, for it was formally 
and explicitly abandoned. 

Only one count of this curiously di*awn indictment 
really remained; the variously described charge of 
“rebellion,” now set out as “causing the Egyptians 
to arm against the Khedive,” ntnv as “ continuing tlio 
war after the nows of jjeaeo,” and now as exciting 
to civil war and caiTj'ing devastation over Kg}'ptian 
territory.” Our line of defence on this hoi54' was 
clear and imainbiguoiis : tlio SiiHaa was Arsthi's 
snserain (or, as Mr. Gladstone said, his 
the Khedive was his imniodiato superior, and tlu* 
roprosentativo of his suzerain or sovereign. Tho war 
was deliberately begun with tho joint concurrence of 
the Khedive, his responsible ministers, and tlio Bultan’s 
envoy Dervesh Pacha. Three days later tho Kluidivc, 
then in our custody or under our protection, counter- 
manded the war. llis very po.sition rendered all his 
acts and orders fpse facto null and void.* lie was 
now a “ chief of tho state in captivity.” There was, 
however, an additional reason for not treating his 
commands either as binding or effective. Tho j<jint 
concurrence wMch authorised tho commcimomcut of 


* Calvo, Le Droit Intmiationaf, vol. iv. p. 354. I’nriH, IhSl. 
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hostilities was wanting to legalize ‘‘ the news of 
peace.” Even if the Khedive was still a free agent, 
his decrees required the confirmation of ministerial 
sanction, but his Ministers still persisted in their 
original decision, and proclaimed the continuance of 
the war by telegraph throughout the length and 
breadth of Egypt. Ardbi’s next acts were perfectly 
constitutional. He fell back on the will of the whole 
nation, as expressed by the great national councils 
held at Cairo. His sovereign, the Sultan, made no sign 
of diaaent, and when the Khedive (in an Egyptian 
point of view still a prisoner) dismissed Arsibi and 
proclaimed him a rebel, it was solely on the ground 
of his ineffectual resistance to the invaders of the 
country. The Sultan’s tardy anathema only reached 
Eg}'pt in the very last few days of the struggle, and 
there is reason to doubt whether it was ever pro- 
mulgated officially at all.* In addition to these facts 
wo have the general injunctions sent to Ardbi by the 
order of the Sultan, in which he was enjoined to 
save Egypt from the fate of Tunis, and protect 
her to his utmost from every infringement of the 
sacred rights of the Caliph. Legally Ardbi was no 
“ rebel,” morally his only title to the name was his 
want of success. Englishmen very naturally called 


^ See wnte^ Chapter X. page 97. 
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Hm SO, just as the Freueli, a twelvomontli before, 
were aecustometl to desmbo the Ibuiisians as insur- 
gents.” 

If the case had boon tried out to the end wo .should 
certainly have endeavoured (hoping against hope) to 
base a broader defence of Arabi’s conduct on the 
general law of Islam, binding alike both on liiin and 
his Moslem judges. I sometimes doubt if oven their 
bran-new lo}"aIty could have boon proof against .such 
an appeal as this. The picnar}' justification which 
could bo found for Arabi amongst the tonnt.s«<.*f the 
international law of Europe was capable of much 
more effective treatment and a far greater variety fif 
illustration by the light of those old-Avorld codes, the 
sanctity of which was a priinaiy article of faith both 
with Arilbi and his accusers. Arabi had from the 
first acted in strict accord with the duties of a good 
Moslem, while those now arrayed against him had 
violated every precept of the Prophet’s creed. 

One of the characteristic features of Euroiroan law is 
the predominance of the military over the civil jx uvei* in 
time of war; as soon as martial law is proclaimed, the 
former, after the old Homan idea of iu)]»Grium, absoibs 
tho latter. The Muhamedan conceirtion of tlic stat<} 
of war is entirely different, and it places Arfibi’s 
conduct during tho campaign on tho pedestal of 
strict Moslem constitutionalism. In accordance with 
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the Islamic idea, the civil and military authorities are 
never thought to be irreconcileable with each other : 
both can subsist, and both can work, each of them in 
its proper sphere, for the common weal and safety 
of the land: the appointment to the command of 
the army does carry along with it any supreme 
and uncontrollable authority over the other depart- 
ments of the State, and only invests its bearer with 
the fullest action with regard to military operations. 
This notion, peculiar as it is, seems to have been 
literallj^ followed by the Provisional G-ovemment 
constituted at Cairo. Ardbi was only invested with 
the command of the forces ; but he was by no means 
a dictator, in the legal and political acceptation of 
the word : beside him, and above him, there was an 
Assembly of Notables, from whom he derived his 
power, to whom he was to account for his actions, and 
who had reserved to themselves the control and 
management of the civil business of the Egyptian 
State. 

The great strength of our defence, in a purely 
legal aspect, was equalled by the variety of circum- 
stances we should have been able to urge in extenua- 
tion. We could have shown conclusively that Arabi’s 
brief struggle for Egyptian independence was perhaps 
the most humanitarian war known to the history of 
modern times ; that it compared favourably with the 
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warlike operationw of more refined and eiviliM'd 
races, and tliat it justly u'ave tlio fallen Ii-iider of 
the Egyptian Nationalists a valid elaiin to 11 k' sym- 
pathy of his successful advei>uries. I lutvo tdri'udy 
referred to the conduct of Arahi : AH Felnny, too, 
had done his utmost to protect Air. De Chair durinu' 
his imprisonment at Cairo. Tie was aci-ustomeil to 
visit him daily, sent him meals pr<‘pared hy hi'« wife 
from his town house, and even jirovidi'd hini clothes 
suitable to the heat of an Egyptian sunntuu'. 

Monsieur Ferdinand de Li'sh'Jjs waN a’ood (>iH»ugh 
to send mo for my usi*, if m'ces'sury, a tih* of all 
the telegrams he hud re<‘eived fr<mi Ar.lhi uliile at 
Ismailia, together with the copy of a letter la* had 
addressed to Mr, lilunt. Tliis is what M. Ijesseps 
says of Ax’uhi 

w 

When we woi’o tejietlier in E^ypt at the coiiiiamrt^na'in 
of tlioyoar, Arabi wa^ Minister of \Vm\ htu! I uu liiiu 

once at bis offieo. During my visit hv was siUToiuabMl by tlu* 
principal inbabiiunts of Cairo; the courts urtl of tho Ku-sr- 
eWSfil Palace w^as thronged sviih poaNuntj^ {feUnhs)^ and o\en 
the anii-chumbers wore alinosi incon\(‘nientIy <*rusvthMb He* 
seemed to hold the lughesi place in public ostimatioii, and that 
very evening I saw him at the th(*atro oe<*u|ning a pk<*c* in 
the royal box at tho side <irihe KhediAc. 

In the eourso of the couvor^otion I had \utii him he UM‘d 
the following words: — I know, M. L(sM*ps, ym lm\e ulua}H 
loved and and tho} arc tli<* only l\u> things I 

desire for my country.” X also met him at the bamiuef given 
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at the New Hotel in honour of the f4te of American Indepen- 
denoe, when he returned thanks for the Khedive. 

I returned subsequently to France, and only arrived in 
Egypt again after the bombardment of Alexandria. From that 
time up to the occupation of Ismailia by the English troops, I 
never saw Arabi, our relations being entirely confined to corre- 
spondence. I hare transmitted a copy of this correspondence 
in Arabic to the President of the tribunal which is to try him at 
Cairo. Its sole aim was the preservation of the neutrality of 
the maritime canal (to which object Arabi always remained 
faithful), and the protection of the life and property of Euro- 
peans in Egypt- 

I send you a French translation of these documents, which 
do honour to the man whose defence you have so generously 
undertaken. It seems incredible to me that the Conimander- 
in-Ohief of an army can incur the punishment of death after 
surrendering his sword to a victorious English gcnoral. 

(Signed) Ferdinand de Lesseps. 

Arabics letters and telegrams fully bear out M. de 
Lesseps’ expressions of commendation. It is only at 
the last moment when the English troops were actually 
landing at Ismailia that he spoke of the necessity of 
blocking the canal. Till then he relied on M, Lesseps’ 
repeated assurance that its neutrality would not be 
invaded. The main feature of the correspondence is 
a continued anxiety for the safety of the European 
residents. I select one telegram at random: — 

To His Excollency my honoured friend M. Lesseps at Ismailia. 

I have received your mobsage in French, and in conformity 
to your suggestion wo have given orders to the head of the 
Cairo police to look after the safety of the Europeans who are 
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in the Abas^yah Iio'.pital at Cairo, and iu allow thoin full lil)<‘ri \ 
to go away or reinain there. I have aKo written to the ruor 
of the province of Sharkiya to rodoiiblo luS exertioii' ior tlio 
faafotj of tho Europeans at Er Rakadhcli, and a-^uiv llieii' 

oomplete immunity from molestation. 

^ Ahiin. 

Of the universality of tlic National iFovenient I 
have spoken at length else-vvherc*. 

Such, in a few words, was the defeiKH' we intended 
to present on behalf of Arabi. I was at the huna* time 
painfully conscious that our labours, us tur as tho 
Cairo tribunal was concerned, were almost certain to bo 
fruitless. The Court of Tnquir)’ and tlie ( biirt ftludiul 
were merely the expres-sion of the triuniphunt iiunority ; 
its chosen means for giving a (juasi-legal and respect- 
able fonn to tho hitherto inevitable c<jnst‘(pu‘nco of 
an eastern faction-battle, the diKai)p<*arance of the 
weaker, tho survival of the stronger, lieluctuully iu 
some cases, willingly enoiigh in <dhevs, the various 
members of these coui’ts became tluj <locile instru- 
ments of the Egyptian tiimuviratc of tho liestorution, 
Tewfik, Gliorif, and Kiuz, all of whom had over and 
over again pronounced in favour of condign and 
exemplary punishment. It was all s<» natural to a 
student of oriental politics : Ardbi had hopelessly over- 
thrown the two Ministers, and, but for <;ur saving 
arm, Tewfik’s fall would have been in all human pro- 
bability still more complete than thoir’s. Arabi, the 
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common adversary of all three, was now lying low in 
the dust, and who had a right to step in between the 
avengers and their vengeance ? 

Statesmen in the East are accustomed to the most 
startling turns in the wheel of fortune ; beggars become 
premiers, and premiers become beggars; men leave 
their prisons to fill high offices and enjoy royal 
favours ; presidents of assemblies and ex-grand viziei’S 
are tenanting dungeons in every part of the empire, 
and nobody knows what may happen to-morrow. 
Only oue fixed principle pervades the whole, and 
that provides for the weakest always going to the 
wall. The bare notion of inquiry, fair trial, and 
good justice in the case of Ardbi was more sur- 
prising to the victors than the very falls they had 
previously suffered themselves. They looked on 
the “disappearance” of the vanquished as a part 
and parcel of the victory, and never for an instant 
imagined that the free expression of this idea might 
possibly interfere with its realization. Ismail Eyoub 
and Reouf, I feel sure, secretly detested the whole 
proceedings over which they were called to preside, 
but they had made up their minds to go through the 
business as a part of their destiny, and thanked Pro- 
vidence or kismet that they had prudently sailed 
sufficiently close to the wind to avoid the possibility 
of being in Ardbi’s shoes themselves. They were 
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botli very mucli relieved when ihcii* funolious wore 
at last limited to a formalitv, aud liooxii almost 
cmTbracod me when wo mot by aeeidoi't loxir months 
later at the Cairo Railwa'y Station. 

Before such a tribunal as this our chances of success 
Were reduced to a verj' forlorn hope indeed. It was 
imder these circumstances that I honc««tly did my Ijost 
to practically transfer the venue of Hit' ease from Cairo 
to the bar of the all-jjoworful court of public opinion 
in Europe and in England, fur 1 knew full well it was 
tho only means of obtaining the fair trial ■«'-e nskt'cl 
for. At a very early stage of oxir labours we 
became conviuced that tlio tainted atmosjiherti of 
Egyptian Justice, coupled with the prevailing “re- 
action of despair,” would inevitably' be fatal to An'ibi 
and his Mends unless some strong antidott' could b<' 
discovered. Wlicn we knew how rigid t'ous their 
cause was our anxiety for their safety was for a 
moment increased, but the strong antidote soon came 
to our assistance in tho shai)e of a mai’ked change in 
intelligent public opinion at honu*. 

About the 27th November all partie.s interested 
in the business became in a greater or less (h'gi’ce 
disposed to accept a reasonable eompromiso. 'Ilio 
English Government were keenly alive to the incon- 
venience of tho block in Egyptian affairs cutuiled by 
tho presence of the groat myslorious trial still looming 



PBOJEGTS OF COMPMOMISF. 


307 


in tlie distance. Both, the Govemment and public 
opinion were by this time convinced that no sentence 

of death could under any circumstances be carried out, 

• 

and that the only real difficulty remaining was the 
disposal of the prisoners. The position of the English 
Government was a difficult one; several millions of 
pounds had been spent in crushing out a movement 
which was at different times described as “ a military 
rising” and “a great rebellion,” and the task of solving 
the conundrum of when is a war not a war had turned 
out to ]JQ both vexatious and costly. After what had 
passed it was hardly to be expected that Mr. Glad- 
stone would sanction any course which would result 
in a declaration that Ardbi was not a rebel after all, 
and that England had therefore been innocently levy- 
ing war against the Sultan, the Ediedive, and Ardbi at 
the same time. The Government were pledged to the 
existence of a real rebellion, and if that was formally 
admitted they cared for little else, but any thing like 
an execution was entirely out of the question. I was 
convinced Lord Granville would not hear of death, or 
or even banishment to the Soudan (since Sir Edward 
Malet stigmatised it as necessarily fatal), but I was 
equally sure he would not interfere with any other 
sentence passed — as, for instance, a lengthy term of 
imprisonment in an Egyptian jail, which, in fact, 
would be hardly preferable to capital punishment 

X 2 
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or the White Nile. I doubted if public opinion 
then (for the reaction in Ardbi’s favour was still quite 
fresh) would press the Grovemment for more than this. 
The Foreign Office was, I feel sure, alive to the many 
advantages of avoiding a trial, provided always that 
the recognition of the rebellion could be obtained 
without it. 

Turkey was more disposed than any other inte- 
rested party to let bygones be bygones, and to get 
rid of the nightmare of Ardbi’s trial at any cost. I 
have strong reason to believe she even iudu<Jed Ger- 
many to intervene in Downing Street with a view to 
avoid the much-dreaded “ washing of dirty political 
linen ” at Cairo. 

The Egyptian Government had at this epoch also 
come to be of the same opinion. After the almost 
simultaneous failure of Sdmi’s endeavour to com- 
promise Ardbi, and the attempt of the Commission to 
violate the rules of procedure, Cherif had been plainly 
told that no capital punishment would be tolerated for 
an instant. Sir Charles Wilson had faitlxfuUy reported 
to Lord DufEerin the wholly inconclusive nature of 
the evidence relied on by the prosecution to do more 
than establish against the accused a charge of ‘‘ suc- 
cessful rebellion against the Elhodive.” The great 
anxiety of the Egyptian Cabinet was now to get the 
“rebels” out of tiie country (as tho 
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Khediye himself expressed it), -with the greatest pos- 
sible celerity. Kidz never recovered Lord Dufferin’s 
self-denying ordinance in the matter of blood-shed- 
ding ; he visibly drooped from the moment he 
realised it, and, as wc shall presently see, retired ten 
days later into private life. 

On behalf of the accused we were equally disposed 
to concur in any reasonable project of compromise. 
I was convinced that the fate of the prisoners de- 
pended wholly on England, that England would not 
interfere at all except in the manner I have just 
indicated, and that a prolonged trial would entail 
enormous expense, inevitably degenerate into a tire- 
some wrangle, and probably end after all in a less 
satisfactory manner for our clients than the solution 
we might reasonably expect from a well-considered 
arrangement “out of court.” 

Monday, the 27th November, consequently found 
all the interested parties in such a frame of mind 
and state of opinion as to justify strong hopes of a 
speedy solution by compromise. How the British, 
Egyptian, and Turkish G-overnments, and the counsel 
for the prisoners, all happened to be of this one way 
of thinking, I have tried to point out. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

THE EYE OP THE TEIAL. 

When aU the parties to a giyen dispute hare come 
to believe ia a compromise as the most desirable 
solution of the difficulties it presents, the details of 
the arrangement by yrhich it is to be formally cffiocted 
are really a matter of secondary importance. In the 
present instance a somewhat peculiar combina^on was 
certainly necessary. First of aU the real penalty to 
bo inflicted on the “ rebels ” was not to exceed simple 
exile ; in the second place the English theory of the 
‘‘ rebellion ” must in some manner be supported and 
asserted; and thirdly it was considered desirable to 
avoid unnecessarily wounding Egyptian amcmr propre 
and doing more damage than possible to what was 
euphoniously still called the “Khedivial prestige.” 
We were of course mainly interested in the first article 
of the compromise, the principle of which we were now 
/prepared to accept from a strong conviction that our 
clients would inevitably fare worse if we rejected it, 
as the English Government was evidently not prepared 
to help them, except in the manner and to the extent 
I have already mentioned. 

Lord Dufferin had been just three weeks in Egypt, 
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amd his influence was now very generally felt. The 
Egyptian G-overnment at last saw clearly enough 
that neither wholesale vengeance nor petty tyranny 
would he any longer pemlitted, and that they must 
resign themselves to a novel policy, founded on 
European ideas of justice and clemency. Bitter and 
cruel was the disappointment of the Egyptian trium- 
virate, hut Cherif soon made up his mind to accept 
the inevitable with the best possible grace. Tewfik 
found for a time some consolation in a feeble dallying 
with Erench journalists, while Ridz resolved to retire 
awhile from the scene and plot in silence. Lord 
Dufferin’s only alternative was to choose between the 
almost honest worship of the rising sun which Cherif 
was prepared to offer, and the too obviously insincere 
platitudes and false hmhommie of Nubar, now in search 
of a portfolio. He wisely elected to cleave to the former. 
Courteous, accessible, and soft of language. Lord 
Dufferin managed to adroitly keep out of sight an 
unbending will, and a strong determination to have 
his own way. His manner of treating the Egyptian 
Ministry resembled the pressure of an iron hand covered 
with a velvet glove. The phrase, I know, is a some- 
what hackneyed one, but no other expression I can 
think of represents so exactly the idea which I wish to 
convey. The Egyptians felt acutely the touch of the 
iron hand, but the velvet glove deprived them of all 



312 


HOW WE DEFENDED ABABL 


power of complaint. Lord DufPerin witli admirable 
patience listened to my story- of our battle with tlie 
Commission of Inquiry, and allowed mo to draw up 
for his perusal short notel on the various asjDOcts of 
the ArAbi case, and the defence we proposed to offer. 
He laid great stress on the inability of public opinion 
to influence in any way the action of tho British 
Foreign Office, and he made me realize very clearly, 
by inference, the point up to which wo might hojio for 
support. I remember one day his showing me casually 
a despatch from Lord GranviUe, in which an «pinion 
was expressed that “ the length of tho defence ” should 
not be left to us, I also felt, almost unconsciously, 
the iron hand in the velvet glove. 

One of the peculiar gifts of Lord Dufferin’s mind 
is a wonderful power of combination and conciliation. 
How the question of compromise came finally to 
the surface I am unable to say. I think it originated 
from a passing allusion to the proposals of Borclli, in 
the old cher ami et cher confrere days. Up to tho 
ij^me of which I am writing not one word on tho 
subject had been said to Ar4bi, who was quietly and 
confidently awaiting his trial. To Lord Dufferin and 
Lord Dufferin alone must belong the credit of invent- 
ing the nominal-plea-of-guilty part of tho arrangement, 
which gave all I could ask (under the circumstances 
in which I was then placed) for Ar^bi, and saved, at 
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any rate as far as the appearances were concerned, both 
the policy of England and the prestige of her prot%^. 
The talents of Lord DufEerin, so conspicuously dis- 
played in the small matter of the Ardbi compromise, 
might have exercised a great and appreciable influence 
on the weightier matter of Egypt’s future. Time only 
was necessary to allow the same power of combination 
and conciliation full play. But it was not to be. The 
ink of his famous Eeorganization Scheme was hardly 
dry when the “ masterful hand,” which might have 
given it life, was abruptly withdrawn. Its author 
probably knew that this was to happen when ho 
penned it, and perhaps this in a measure accounts for 
certain features in it which sometimes irresistibly 
remind the reader of a political testament or a 
political satire. 

The proposed compromise required long and 
careful discussion, but when its conditions wore 
finally agreed upon, it presented an appearance of 
great simplicity. Conflicting interests having been 
reconciled as much as possible by the “masterful 
hand,” the Khedivial Government appeared on the 
scene only to carry out mechanically what had been 
ah’eady arranged for them. Truth forbids my 
according even the faintest measure of praise to 
the conduct of the Egyptian authorities ; they 
followed with the worst possible grace the guiding of 
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Lord DufEerin, and lost no opportunity of causing the 
prisoners to feel as acutely as possible the bitterness 
of their departure. Instead of making the best of the 
situation, and so securing* whatever good name and 
fame might be obtainable from a seemingly generous 
action, they spared no pains to induce everybody 
to believe that their hand had been forced. French 
journalists were almost openly encouraged to de- 
scribe England as unjustly coercing the Khedive into 
sparing the lives of his rebellious subjects, with whom 
from the first she had been in secret league, with the 
sinister object of occupying the country to the par- 
ticular prejudice of the “natural preponderance of 
France.” It was perfectly clear that those articles 
emanated from the Palace and from no other source ; 
but I am unable to say whether Tewfik Pacha or 
Riiz can claim the credit of so original a policy. No 
sooner was the existence of a compromise suspected 
than Borelli Bey was permitted to insphro a telegram 
declaring that “ he retired from the case rather than 
participate in a legal farce,” and the loyal Egyptian 
press obsequiously followed a mot d^ordre which was 
so congenial to the feelings of the French in Egypt. 
Nothing, I think, can better illustrate the hopeless 
instability and falseness of the cause wo wont to 
Egypt to support than this bootless palace intrigue 
'^hich was originated, organised, and carried on almost 
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in Lord DufEerin’s presence, and wMch has since 
cidminated in the romantic chronicles of M. Grahriel 
Charmes. 

The details of the compromise were as follows: — ^AJl 
other charges against ArAhi, Mahmoud Sdmi, Tonlha, 
Ali Fehmy, Ahd-el-Al, Ydcoub Sdmi, and Mahmoud 
Fehmy Pachas, save and except that of simple rebellion, 
were to be withdrawn. They were to be arraigned 
before the Court Martial on a charge of simple rebellion, 
to which they would plead guilty. A sentence of death 
was to be recorded on this plea, but an Edict com- 
muting the punishment to exile from Egj^t was to 
be immediately read. The prisoners were to lose 
their rank and property * by subsequent decrees, but 
none of the possessions of their wives were to be 
forfeited. The prisoners would give their parole to 
proceed to any British possession indicated, and 
remaia there tiU permitted to depart. 

In consequence of the forfeiture of their property, 
the Egyptian G-overnment undertook to provide a 
suitable allowance for the support of the seven 

* When we consented to this danse wo believed ihat snch for- 
feiture was in accordance with Moslem law. It now appears that it 
is in direct violation of the Haiti ShemJ, or Organic Law of the 
Ottoman Empire, and contrary to every known precedent in Egypt, 
It is doubtful whether, under these circumstances, it can have any 
legal effect, but, as a matter of fact, oiu- clients (with one exception) 
had hardly any property at all, 
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prisoners and their families in exile. The Egyptian 
Government was to convey, at its own expense, 
the exiles to the country appointed for their resi- 
dence. 

Ahdul Gaffdr Bey, Colonel of Cavalry, was 
originally included in the list of prisoners to he dealt 
with in pursuance of the arrangement, hut, at the 
last moment, to his great disappointment, he was told 
he might go where he liked, and that his term of 
banishment was only for eight years. 

Before accepting the conditions of compromise 
two things were necessary, viz., to consult Mr. Blunt 
hy telegraph,. and to obtain the assent of our clients 
themselves. To preserve anything secret in an 
oriental country is almost an impossibility, but, for a 
wonder, nothing more than a strong suspicion of 
something unusual going on transpired at Cairo 
between the 27th November and 1st December, when 
the project, in the form I have explained it, received 
on all sides a definite acceptance. 

On the 29th November Mr. Blunt, after duo 
deliberation, accorded us complete discretion as to the 
course we should pursue. He felt with us that no 
better terms wore at the time attainable, and he con- 
fidently left the complete vindication of Ardbi to 
history, and the cooler judgment of the future. Up 
*•0 this advanced stage of the negociations we had 



never even hinted the hare possibility of a compromise 
to Ardbi. He was prepared for his trial, and seemed 
to contemplate the ordeal without trepidation. His 
principal anxiety was the fate of those whom he called 
“ his brethren in chains.” 

Meanwhile the Commission went on with its 
routine work as if nothing at all unusual was in the 
wind. The over-crowding of the jails throughout 
Egypt had now become a public scandal, and it was 
absolutely necessary that something should be done. 
A sub»MCommission was told off for the purpose of 
going through the different cases, and releasing merely 
suspected prisoners (they formed as a matter of fact 
a large majority) on bail or recognizances. Major 
Macdonald was deputed to watch their proceedings on 
behalf of the British Government. 

On the morning of the 28th November (while 
anxiously waiting Mr. Blunt’s reply to our telegrams) 
I went to the jail, where I found both Commissions 
hard at work. Ismail Eyoub was occupied in putting 
the finishing touches to the dossiers of the first batch 
of prisoners. !^ach of the accused in turn was 
brought into the room and asked somewhat sar- 
castically if he wanted ‘ ‘ the English lawyers.” Omar 
Edhmi, Ardbi’s Secretary, who had been induced to 
shamefully betray his old master, assumed an ex- 
pression of great Moslem sanctity, and modestly 
declared his conviction that the perfect justice of his 
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caso rendered all infidel assistance quite suj)erfluoab in 
the land of Islam. A thrill of subdued applause 
seemed to run round the green baize table. The next 
in turn was Mahmoud Fehmy, Ardbi’s Minister of 
Public Works — the Engineer of the Egyptian lines at 
Kafr-el-Dowar and Tel-el-Kebir. Mahmoud is a 
short, plain, very swarthy, thick-set man of forty, with 
with a pair of merry, twinkling eyes. He had been 
captured while taking a view of our movements on 
the Canal, when he persistently declared, in spite 
of his very black face, and very broken Freneh, that 
he was only a French colon looking after his cotton- 
fields. The same question was put still more taunt- 
ingly to Mahmoud Fehmy, who, being built of very 
different stuff than Omar Edhmy, with a sly twinkle 
of his merry black eyes, quickly answered, “ I will 
have no advocates but those of my brother Ar4bi.” 
“ But will you accept such a task ?” said Ismail Eyoub 
in manifest alarm. “ I must warn you before-hand 
that we shall call English officers to prove Mahmoud 
Fehmy to be an habitual liar, and it is certain, from 
the testimony of over a score of witnesses, ho has 
dared to say that Effendina should jsack up his 
portmanteau and locate himself at Shepheard’s 
Hotel.” A sympathetic chorus of suppressed indig- 
nation now ran round the green baize table. “ Well,” 
I answered, “with due deference to yom Excellency, 
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nation of atrocities as tlie habitual liar and the 
Khedive’s portmanteau. I will gladly defend Mah- 
moud Fehmy.” An unsympathetic chorus of some- 
thing like pious horror ran once more rotmd the 
green baize table. “But won’t you take Stdeimdn 
Sdmi as well ? ” said Ismail Eyoub. “ He may have 
burned Alexandria, but at any rate has not spoken 
with open disrespect of His Highness the Khedive.” 
“Certainly not,” I answered, and I left the room in 
company with my client. 

Wh«n we were alone in his cell Mahmoud Fehmy 
looked at me for a moment, and said deliberately, 
“ Of course you know I surrendered quite volun- 
tarily to the English.” My own expression must 
have shown such undisguised incredulity that he 
fairly burst out laughing. “ Please excuse me,” he 
said, “but I really wanted to see what sort of 
Englishman you were.” He then told me the whole 
story of his belief in Ardbi, his becoming a member 
of tho National Cabinet, the famous Councils at 
Alexandria, his earthworks at Kafr-el-Dowdr and 
Tel-el-Kebir, his^visit in disguise to the English linos, 
and his unfortunate capture. “ Ahl ” he said, with a 
sigh, “poor Ardbi could not do without me. If 1 
had completed the works at Tel-el-Kebir your 
countrymen would not have taken them so easily.” 
He related an anecdote of the first night he spent as 
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an English prisoner of war. “ They put me,” ho 
said, “ under an officer’s guard, and a lieutenant who 
was in command of it told me sternly that if I moved 
I should he shot. ‘ Sir, ’-I answered, in French, ‘ I 
am a general and know my duty. You have only to 
do your’s.’ ” Mahmoud Fehmy was one of the ablest 
of Ardbi’s colleagues. He never once flinched in his 
profession of political faith, and he went with all his 
large family of sons and daughters into exile without 
a complaint. He laughed both at the loss of rank 
and property. Although he had been an F<gyptian 
Minister of Public Works his hands were clean, and 
all his worldly goods were not even worth the selling. 
His new income as a salaried exile was, in reality, a 
great increase of fortune. The real loser was the 
cause he loved, and the chances of Egyptian self- 
government. Clever, honest, cheerful, Mahmoud 
Fehmy is the very soul of the Egyptian colony at 
Colombo. Ho is bringing up his sons to do their 
duty as Egyptian citizens when the time comes. I 
promised Mahmoud Fehmy to do what I could for 
him, and strongly advised his acting in complete 
accord with Ardbi. 

Next morning ( 29 th November) I wont to the 
prison accompanied by Mr. SantiUana, and at once 
straight to Ardbi’s cell. In as few words as possible 
I explained to him the turn affairs had taken, and 
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stated minutely the conditions of the proposed com- 
promise. He seemed a little startled at first, and cer- 
tainly showed no over-eagerness to concur in any kind 
of arrangement. He frankly confessed that he would 
prefer a trial, he wanted to tell all Europe his story, 
and see his accusers face to face in open court. ‘ ‘ Might 
not,” he asked, “ the light that would he thus thrown 
on Egyptian affairs bring about the reforms which his 
arms had failed to effect?” I then explained my fears 
as to the probable non-intervention of England if an 
Egyptian tribunal condemned him to some long term 
of captivity. “That is true,” he said; “I fully 
recognise that my fate solely depends on England.” 
His next thought was for his fellow-prisoners. “ If I 
accept these conditions you speak of,” he asked, “what 
will become of my brothers ? ” I told him that I had 
no doubt they would share in the leniency which 
would be shown towards him. Again he hesitated. 
“ How can I say I am a rebel ? ” he again asked me. 
“ Did I not act by the orders of the Sultan and the 
Khedive ? When the Khedive went over to the 
English, can I be called a rebel for obeying the will 
of the Egyptian people?” A logical answer to this 
question could hardly be forthcoming. I merely 
observed that he had himself admitted that his fate 
depended solely on England, and as England had 
just spent some millions of money in putting down 
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vhat slie was pleased to call Ms rebellion, it was 
improbable ber Ministers would support any solution 
which would inTolye a complete stultifying of their 
own acts. I added that |or my part I was convinced 
his complete justification was only a question of 
patience, time, and impartial inquiry, “But,” ho 
rejoined, “has England ever treated a fallen foo in 
such a manner before ? ’’ Mr. Gladstone now camo 
to the rescue, and I told Mm the story of Napoleon 
just as it had been related in the House of Commons 
some three weeks before.* Ardbi seemed much struck 

* Lord Eandolph OhurcHll asked the First Lord of the Treasury 
whether there was any precedent for the employment of Britisli troops, 
as had been the case in Egypt, for the repression of a military rebellion 
against the Sovereign or Government of a foreign State ; and whether 
such precedents established that British troops, having captured the 
leaders of the insurgents and other similar political offenders, had 
been instructed by the British Government to hand them over to be 
dealt with by the Sovereign or Government maintained or reinstated 
by British arms; and, if so, whether he conld state the precedents. 

Mr. Gladstone.— In answer to the noble lord I would begin by 
observing that 1 do not think the assistance afforded by precedent 
would carry us beyond a certain point. I am not aware of any pre- 
cedent in history for an arrangement similar ^ that which existed in 
Egypt which led to the course of proceedings Tdiich has terminated in 
the operations. The position which we held in Egypt was one which 
I do not think exactly corresponds with any jjpsitions we have held in 
any other country within my knowledge. There are two cases which 
throw a certain amount of light on the subject, and those cases I will 
mention to the noble lord. One of these is ihe case of the termination 
of the great French war at Waterloo, At that time King Louis 



THE EVE OF THE TBIAL. 


32B 


by the comparison (he had once carefully studied the 
life of the great Corsican), but he expressed a doubt, 
with much humility, as to whether he was not too 
insignificant a man to be treated like Napoleon. I 
reminded him that the maker of the comparison was 
really the arbiter of his destinies. 

Again he returned to the question of his com- 
panions. How would they fare on the basis of Mr. 
Griadstone s historical parallel ? I could hardly resist 
saying, There will only be seven Napoleons in the 

XYIII,, KSving been before the Hundred Days establisbed in France, 
was regarded in the view of the Government of this country as tbe 
legitimate Sovereign of tbe country, and tbe military movement under 
Xapoloon, and tbe whole operation of Napoleon, as being in legal 
strictness resistance to lawful autbority, I am not entering into tbe 
question of its correctness, but there is a despatch written by Lord 
Bathurst as then being Secretary for War on tbe 2nd of July, 1815, 
to tbe Duke of Welbngton. I will not read the whole passage, which 
is not relevant. I will read a part of it, which, I think, is material to 
the question of the noble lord. This despatch refers to a letter 
received from the Dulre of Wellington on the subject of the arrange- 
ment that the military commander had made, and it contains this 
passage : — “ It cannot be imagined that in a convention negociated 
with these authorities ’’ — ^namely, the French — by your Grace you 
would enter into any engagements whereby it would be presumed that 
his most Christian Majesty was absolutely precluded from the just 
exercise of his authority in bringing to condign punishment such of 
his subjects as had by their treasonable machinations and unprovoked 
rebellion forfeited all claim to His Majesty^s clemency and forbearance.” 
That passage undoubtedly bears upon the question. The noble lord 
is well aware of the circumstances relating to Marshal Ney. They 
touch upon the province with which we are at this moment concerned, 
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present case instead of one, and this is far hotter 
than that any of yon should complete the parallel by 
representing Marshal Ney.” I again assured him that 
ho need have no fear onr this head. He thought a 
long while, walking up and down his cell, and then, 
turning towards me, said as follows : — “ When you 
came here I entrusted my life and honour to your 
keeping. What I did then I confirm to-day. I am, 
consequently, ready to follow your advice. As for 
the honours, I do not care to lose them, for I never 
sought them ; as for the property, 1 have nothing but 
what my father left mo, and it is hardly enough to 
give us bread.* I cannot expect England to reverse 
her verdict concerning me at once; but I feel sure 
she will do so in the future. I will write you a letter 
empowering you to agree to any terms you think just 
and honourable ; but I call you to witness, I do this 
more with the hope of saving my brethren from suf- 
fering, and not merely for my own advantage.” 
Never did I see Ardbi to greater advantage than in 
this all-important interview. 

Without a moment’s hesitation, ho sat down and 
wrote the following letter : — 

To the Honourable, &e., Messrs. Broadley and Napier, the 
Counsel for my defence. 

Having surrendered to ihe honour and loyalfy of the 
* It turned out to be under 2001. per annum. 
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British people, having full confidence in your honesiy and 
integrily, and in the high honour and loyalty of His Excellency 
the Earl of DufPerin, I do hereby give full powers to you as 
to the question of my treatment (always remembering the cases 
of my political brethren and the* other citizens now in prison), 
and trusting it will be such as behoves the honour of England, 
we being altogether innocent of the savage facts imputed to us. 

(Signed) Ahmed AbIbi, the Egyptian. 

The proof of trust Ar^bi had now given me was 
no common one. On my simple assurance that all 
would be right he consented to plead guilty to a 
charge the only penalty for which was death. As to 
the commutation which was to follow, he had only 
my bare word to rely on. Mr. Blunt’s telegram and 
Ardbi’s letter removed all further reason for hesitation, 
and we accepted in our client’s name the proposed 
scheme of compromise. 

BoreUi Bey having now retired from the case, I 
was directed to come to an agreement with Tigrane 
Pacha* (one of the Egyptian Under-Secretaries) as 
to the procedure by which the agreement between 
all the parties could be conveniently carried out. 
Tigrane did his best to conceal the mortification he 
felt at such a taifis, and our wort was soon completed. 


* Tigrane is an Amenian, and a nepbew and disciple of Nubar 
Pacha. He has managed to please all parties up to the present time 
(even including Ridz), and is an able man of his uncle’s political 
school. He will probably before long be Prime Minister of Egypt. 
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The first thing to be done was to find some provisions 
of the Ottoman Code applicable to the case of simple 
rebellion. This was not difficult. Articles 96 of the 
Imperial Ottoman Military Code and 69 of the 
Ottoman Penal Code snfficiently suited our purpose. 
They proride as follows : — 

Article 96, — All persons who to the number of eight or 
more revolt, using their arms and refuse to disperse, or do not 
cease the revolt on receiving the orders of a superior authority, 
may be punished with death. 

Article 69 , — Whoever without an order from the Govern- 
ment, or without a legal motive, shall assume the command of 
a division, a fortified place, or city, &c., and any commander 
who without a legitimate motive shall persist in keeping his 
troops under arms after their disbandment has been ordered by 
the Government, may be pixnished with death. 

The Commission of Inquiry was to write : — 

To Messrs. Broadley and Napier, Counsel for Ardbi Pacha. 
Gentlemen, — 

The Commission of Inquiry is of opinion that grounds exist 
for sending ArUbi Pacha for trial before the Court Martial on a 
charge of rebellion as provided for by Article 96 of the Ottoman 
Military Code and Article 59 of the Ottoman Penal Code. 

If you have no objection to ojBer, the Commission will send 
the accused for trial forthwitli before the Court Martial. 

(Signed) Ismail Etoub. 

We were to promptly answer that we had no such 
objection, whereupon Ismail Eyoub (late member of 
the National Council and Ardbi’s guest at Kafr-el- 
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Dowar) was to write to Reouf Pacha (also late member 
of the National Council) as follows : — 

To His Excellency Reouf Pacha, President of the Court Martial. 

Excellency, — We have the honour to report that, having 
heard and examined tire evidence against Ahmed Arahi Pacha, 
we deem such evidence sufficient for his trial before you for the 
crime of rebellion, as contemplated by Article 96 of the Ottoman 
Military Code and Article 59 of the Ottoman Penal Code, and 
we, therefore, send the said Ahmed Ardbi for trial before you 
on such charges. We submit to you at the same time the 
evidence in the case. 

Nothing else then remained “to settle” but the 
charge, *the sentence, and the decree of commutation. 
The above formalities were accomplished during the 
next day (December 2nd), and the form of the last 
three documents satisfactorily agreed upon. Tigrane 
left us with a parting injunction against “ embracing 
or any undue demonstration of joy” on the morrow. 
He, too, felt the unseen influence of the iron hand in 
the velvet glove. During the afternoon Mr. Napier 
was admitted for the first time to see several other 
prisoners who had retained us, including Emin Bey 
Shemsi, who had been brought up from Zagazig. 

After a pleasant drive in the Shoobra Avenue with 
Mr. Pomeroy, the American Consul-Q-eneral,* who 

* Geueral Wallace, the American Ambassador at Constantinople, 
also visited Cairo at this time. He formed, after due investigation, a 
very favourable opinion of the Egyptian Nationalists, in -which most 
of his liberal-minded fellow-countrymen seem to share. 
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showed us much Mnduess dunng our stay in Cairo, 
I took an opportunity of calling on Nuhar Pacha, 
whose acquaintance I had made in Paris. After a 
little judicial reform and finance we came to the 
question of the hour — Ardhi. Nuhar greatly depre- 
cated the fuss that was being made about him, and 
suggested that Ardbi shoidd be released and relegated 
to obscurity after receiving personal chastisement in 
the presence of a representative assembly of Bedouin 
Sheikhs. The proposal has certainly the merit of 
originality, but Nubar did not say by what article of 
his new code it could legally be carried out. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

THREE SHORT STATE TRIALS. 

Late on the evening of Saturday, the 2nd of 
December, the various representatives of the Euro- 
pean press still in Cairo were informed that the trial 
of Ardbi Pacha woxdd take place nest day at eight 
o’clock precisely. The news had barely time to 
spread amongst the general public, and it is almost 
impossible to describe the feeling of surprise it occa- 
sioned as it gradually became known. It is true that 
the best informed of the English correspondents had 
foreshadowed the probability of some kind of com- 
promise in their telegrams of the previous day, but 
the good people of Cairo seemed to be absolutely 
unaware of what was about to take place. The 
Khedivial Government had dealt somewhat unkindly 
with its powerful friend, the Egyptian Gazette^ which 
for once missed its usual monopoly of exclusive news. 
It appeared on the morning in question with a second 
or third instalment of SuleimAn Sdmi’s confession; 
but it gave no hint of the approaching d^noihnent. 
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The dawn o£ the eventful Sunday which -was 
to see the beginning and the end of Arabics trial 
broke with the clear and sunny beauty of all Egyptian 
mornings. It was hardly yet broad daylight when we 
reached the prison. The great courtyard had been 
swept and garnished during the night ; the Turkish 
and Circassian sentries had donned their gala attire, 
and the English corporal’s guard seemed fairly at a 
loss to understand the reason for the unusual stir. 
Mr. Napier and myself had brought with us in charge 
of one of our clerks the traditional blue bag con- 
taining the usual distinctive costume of our profession. 
As we got out of our carriage a tall Scotch sentry 
received us with a military salute, and anxiously 
enquired if it was true that their duty at the prison 
would soon come to an end, and whether there was 
any chance of their speedy return to England. 

Osmdn Shareef, the prison governor, received us 
with every demonstration of respectful sympathy, 
and conducted us triumphantly to the great Court- 
room, the doors of which were already thrown wide 
open as if indignantly inviting publicity. Every 
speck of dirt had been carefully removed from the 
well-carpeted dais and velvet-cushioned chairs of the 
judges, and our old friend Ismail Eyoub was busy 
in superintending the distribution of sheets of blotting 
paper, and the dusting of the baize-covered desks 
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•wMcli were intended for the use of the counsel on 
either side, the press, and the piisonors, Ismail was 
now resplendent lu a grand uniform, the very cloth 
of which seemed hidden hy gold embi’oidery, and his 
breast was literally ablaze with a galaxy of decorations 
and crosses, but he even condescended to assist per- 
sonally in tbe necessary arrangements, and the echoes 
of the clanking of his long Turkish sword filled the 
empty haU. He was actively assisted in his present 
duties by no loss a personage than the little Turkish 
officer JRagheb Bey, who (it was whispered) had 
fought at Tel-el-Kebir, and had a week before 
arranged with me the transfer of the fortune of the 
precocious Muhamed Husui from Abd-el-Al to Hus- 
sein Assim Pacha. Ismail Byoub received us with 
great show of cordiality, and assured us in a whisper 
that all the necessary papers had been duly prepared 
the night before. Rdgheb Bey (also clad in a smart 
uniform, with a fair sprinkling of orders) told us 
with the greatest glee that he had been appointed to 
act as Master of Ceremonies on the occasion. Two or 
three servants were actively engaged in providing 
accommodation for the expected audience by filling up 
the “ well ” of the Court with comfortable cane-seated 
chairs. A little later the correspondent of the Cha^Mc, 
the Illustrated London News, the Monde IlVmtrS, 
and the Illmtration dropped in one after the other, 
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and began to dra-sv as rapidly as possibly the details 
of the Egyptian Hall of Justice. Poor Ismail Eyoub 
said with a sigh that it was rather hard on him to 
have done all the work in vain, and now the Pachas 
of the Court Martial would sit for five minutes, and, 
being sketched, would become immortal. 

We next ascended to Ardbi’s cell. He was already 
dressed in his military trousers and a light drab 
overcoat, with a white silk scarf twisted round his 
neck. The costume was certainly not effective, and 
he looked worn and anxious. Our arrival segniod to 
cheer him, and ho was much interested in our forensic 
robes, which puzzled him almost as much as JPmich 
predicted some weeks before they wore likely to do. 
Ho signed and sealed readily enough the two short 
declarations Mr. Santillana had prepared. The fii‘st 
ran as follows : — 

Of my own freo will, and by the advice of my Counsel, I 
plead guilty to the charges now read over to me. 

The other contained the following words : — 

To His Excellency Lord Dufferin. 

I engage and give my word as a military man that I will 
stay in the place the Ihiglish Gtovornaieut has appointed for me 
on my departure from Egypt in accordanee with the sentence 
passed upon me. I aho offer my thunhs to your Easoellency. 

Ahmed AeIbi, the Egyptian. 


December 3rd, 1882. 
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By this time it was nearly seven o’clock, and I 
was informed the members of the Court Martial wordd 
like to see me in their room behind the Court, where 
they were now assembled. Ismail Eyoub Pacha 
introduced me to several of them, who were all, like 
himself, en grand costume defHe. Reouf Pacha, the 
President, was a tall, thin, dark-complexioned man 
of fifty, who looked quite as anxious and uncorofort- 
able as the prisoner. He only wore the Star of a 
Grand Officer of the Medjidieh. There is nothing 
particulp to record of his colleagues Ibrahim Pacha 
el Ferik, Ismail Kdmil Pacha, Hussein Assim Pacha, 
(the guardian of the young poisoner Muhamed 
Husny), Kurchid Pacha, Suleiman Niazy Pacha, 
Osmdn Latif Pacha, and Suleimdn Nadjati Bey. 
Reouf is a Berberine Egyptian ; the rest Turkish or 
Circassian memlouks. The ninth member, Ahmed 
Hassanin, is an Egyptian, and his merry face and 
corpulent figure is familiar to every European visitor, 
for he is Lord High Admiral of the Nile Fleet. All 
Europe seems to have vied in decorating and redeco- 
rating Ahmed Hassanin, and his broad chest bore at 
least a score of crosses, including that of an officer of 
the Legion of Honour? He very good-naturedly con- 
gratulated me on the result of the trial, and con- 
fessed it was a happy solution for all parties con- 
cerned. During the time I had been talking to the 
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Admiral, Ismail Eyoub had been busy writing. He 
now approached me, and, holding out a paper, said ho 
hoped for the sake of appearances I would not object 
to the reading of a littie indictment of his own 
composing. I answered firmly that he might exercise 
his own judgment, but that if any other paper was used 
except those he was already acquainted with, Arubi 
would plead not guilty. With perfect composure he 
sighed deeply, put his draft under the blotting paper, 
and it was neyer heard of afterwards. The j udges then 
pulled out the seals attached to their respective watch- 
chains, and proceeded to attest the short formal charge 
which had been prepared. Sir Charles Wilson, also in 
uniform, now entered the room. 

On rejoining Mr. Napier in Ardbi’s coll, my 
clerk brought me a letter from by friend M. Grabriel 
Charmes. He begged me to secure for him the most 
eligible seat for taking notes of the proceedings, and 
asked that I would ‘‘ extend my favours to liis friend 
Beshara Bey Takhla,* the editor of the Watan^ in 
order that one Egyptian at least might have the 

* A Syrian of great ability. He supported Ardibi till the crisis 
came, remained quietly in Syria while it lasted, and then returned to 
champion the policy of the Khedive. * He is the cleverest native 
journalist I ever met, and perfectly candid as to his literary “ oppor- 
tunism.” A few days after the trial he published an article to prove 
Ardbi’s complicity with the English, to whom he is stated to have 
“gold” the victory of Tel-el-Kebir, 
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privilege of witnessing the impartialitj, fairness, and 
regularity of justice as administered under English 
auspices.” The audience had now already assembled, 
and I fear the suddenness ,of the whole proceeding 
caused me to forget many promises I had made as 
to places for would-be spectators. Lady Strangford 
next morning wrote to remind me that I had assured 
her “ on my faith in Ar^bi that she should have the 
best place in the room, and as I had broken faith 
with her she could no longer believe on my faith in 
my client.” Of course I could only follow Ardbi’s 
example and plead guilty. I arranged with Mr. 
Napier that he should remain with Ar^bi till the time 
came for the accused to appear in Court, while I 
went there at once to see what I could do for Monsieur 
Charmes. There was no need for any exercise of 
influence on the question of seats. The whole 
audience hardly exceeded forty persons. Sir A. 
Allison, Major Hutton (his secretary), some of&cers 
of the Stafl, Blum Pacha of the Finance Department, 
Dr. W. H. Eussell, Mr. Mackenzie Wallace, and Lord 
Charles Beresford occupied seats to the right of the 
dais. Immediately in front of the judges sat Mr. Bell of 
the Timest Mr. Chirol of the Standard, Mr. Macdonald 
of the Daily News, Mr. Groodall of the Daily Telegraph, 
Mr. Bernard of the New Yorh Herald, M. Charmes of 
the Journal des Dibats, and about fifteen other corre- 
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spondents, including one lady gallantly doing duty for 
a Swiss journal. Those who were not in the secret 
made imposing arrangements of note-books, pencils, 
&e., and expectation "^^s fairly on tip-toe. All 
this time tte six correspondents of the illustrated 
papers sketched with feverish rapidity. Precisely 
at eight o’clock the nine judges filed into the room, 
and took their places in nine armchairs of mahogany 
and red velvet at the back of the dais. Sir Charles 
Wilson occupied a seat at the right of the place 
destined for the prisoner, and I sat behind a desk 
just in front of it. The tribune of the Public Pro- 
secutor was empty. 

A few minutes later I saw through the open door 
Arabi crossing the yard with Mr. Napier in his robes, 
Osmdn Shareef and two Circassian guards. Ho passed 
round the back of the room, and, having traversed 
from end to end the long dock (which had been 
originally planned to contain at least twenty persons), 
sat down close to me. Mr. Napier at the same time 
took his place at my side. A dead silence prevailed 
for an instant. Ardbi looked nervous at first, but he 
rapidly recovered his composure. Reouf Pacha opened 
a small portfolio, and, holding a paper before him, 
read as follows : — 

Ahmed Ardbi Paeha, you are charged before us on the 
report of the Commission of Inquiry with the offence of rebellion 
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against His Highness the Khedive, and of thereby committing 
oifencos again&t Article 96 of the Ottoman Military Code and 
Article 59 of the Ottoman Penal Code. Are you guilty or not 
guilty?” 

• 

As soon as Eoouf Paclia began to speak, AxAbi stood 
up. When be bad finished, Arabi said “My counsel 
will answer for me,” whereupon I rose and read a 
French translation of the plea of guilty, tendering 
at the same time the signed and sealed origiu^ iu 
Arabic, which was also read by a clerk seated at a 
small taljle before the President. Eeouf Pacha looked 
in(][uiringly at Ar^bi, who bowed his head in token 
of assent. The President then declared the Court 
adjourned till three o’clock in the afternoon. Within 
five minutes Ardbi was again in his cell, the few 
spectators quietly dispersed, and the nine gorgeously 
apparelled judges, some in broughams, some on mules, 
and some on humble donkeys, returned to their own 
dwellings in the labyrinth-like streets of Egypli^^ 
Cairo. 

As many of the cells looked into the central yard, 
Ardbi’s going and coming had been seen by several 
of the prisoners, and had very naturally occasioned 
much excitement and surmise. In the interval between 
the trial and the sentence I paid a visit to those of 
our clients who were to share, if they desired it, the 
advantages of the compromise, and without exception 
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they approved the step Ardbi had taken. Poor Mahmoud 
Sami winced at the prospective forfeiture of property, 
but he perhaps understood better than any of his 
companions the real peril- of their situation. 

Just before the second sitting of the Court Lord 
Dufferin’s Secretary, Mr. Nicolson (for whose courtesy 
towards us during our stay in Cairo it is impossiblo 
to be sufficiently grateful), arrived with a verbal 
request that an alteration should bo made in the 
written parole. In order to save the susceptibilities 
of the Egyptian Grovernment the word 
was struck out, as well as the expression ‘‘ I also 
o^er my ilmnhs to your BxGellency Neither Mr. 
Napier or myself understood this modification as 
introducing any material change in the spirit of the 
promise which Ardbi had voluntarily given.* 


* A discussion afterwards arose on this point, wliich led Mr. 
Napier to address an explanatory letter to Mr. Blunt, lio having 
actually asked Ar&bi’s consent to the suggested alteration, and other- 
wise managed the business of the parole. Mr. Napier writes os 
follows from Cairo on the 16th April : — 

“ I consented to the change to prevent dispute, as the Court was 
then waiting my presence, and in no way intending to alter the 
character of the promise which I did and do now regard as a promise 
given to and solely at the request of Lord Dufiferin as the repre- 
sentative of England. 1 concluded that the word government in a 
promise'given to the British representative could only apply to the 
government which he represented. 

“The prisoners who were to bo sent to perpetual exile were 
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The ordeal which Ardbi now had before him 
differed widely from the somewhat dell and formal 
proceedings he had abeady witnessed. Erery one 
in Cairo now knew that .4r*ibi had been tried that 
morning before the greater part of its inhabitants had 
left them beds, that he had pleaded guilty to a charge 
of rebellion, and that he would receiTO judgment in 
the afternoon. I even so far forgave the honest 

sentenced at intemls in the foUomng week, and handed to Lord 
Duffeiin separate written paroles in the same words as that of Arata,^ 

« Finally, shortly before the prisoners loft for Ceylon, Mr. 
Nioolson informed me that Lord Dufferin required, for the sake of 
convenience, a single document which should also contain a more 
solemn asseition than a mere promise, and at the same time handed 
inoadraftin Arabic which had been prepared by Lord Dufienns 

interpreter. , 

“This with slight verbal modification the prisoners all sealed, ana 
it was handed back to his Lordship. It contained no aUusion to the 
Egyptian Government, and was regarded by the eviles as a persona 
parole to Lord Dufiferin. 

“ In none of these documents was the Egyptian Government over 
mentioned or contemplated by me or by the prisoners, nor was any 
parole written or otherwise ever required of the prisoners by any one 
on behalf of the Egyptian Government; on the conteary, they were 
informed merely that if they returned without permission to Egyp 

the penalty of death would revive against them. 

“If anything further was required to make the matter plain i 
would be found in the fact that the original of the final ” 

now in the possession of the Foreign Office. See Lord ® 

Despatch No. 24. Egypt, No. 5, 1883. A copy only was left with 

the Egyptian Government.” 

z % 
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hostility of my good friend Mr. Philip of the “leading 
journal,” as to send him a brief telegram from tho 
Court — ‘ ‘ Ar^bi’s trial j ust beginning. ” In tho interval 
between the plea and tho^ sentence an answer came 
asking urgently for “evidence, documents, papers, 
et cetera.^' It was too late. 

An hour later all Pachadom had assembled to hear 
the doom of Ahmed Ar4bi. The street before the 
Daira Saniya was almost impassable ; the Court itself 
was closely packed with spectators, elegantly dressed 
ladies occupied some of tho best places, and Nubar 
Pacha smiled benignly on the assembled crowd from 
the vicinity of tho dais, Mrs. Naj)ior (who had arrived 
a few days previously from England) was seated near 
her husband. Since her arrival she had shown much 
womanly sympathy with the weeping* inmates of the 
dark, lattice- windowed chambers in the “rebels’” 
homes, and her kindly presence had greatly helped 
to cheer the drooping spirits and allay the burning 
anxiety of the wives and daughters of our clients. 
The judges arrived as before, and so also came Ardbi. 
He stood quietly at the bar, calmly surveying tho 
scene before hiJn. 

Eeouf Pacha nervously drew two documents from 
his black portfolio. He could not trust himself to 
speak in public now, and, having signified to the 
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accused tliat the Court would now proceed to pass 
sentence, requested the clerk to read it aloud. His 
order was complied with. It was as follows : — 

Whereas Ahmed Arabi Pacha has admitted having com- 
mitted the crime of rebellion in contravention of Article 96 of 
the Ottoman Military Code and Article 59 of the Ottoman 
Penal Code : and ivhereas, in face of this admission, the Court 
has only to apply the articles already cited, which punish the 
crime of rebellion by the penalty of death ; for these motives 
the Court unanimously condemns Ahmed Arabi Pacha to death 
for the crime of rebellion against His Highness the Khedive by 
application of the said articles and orders. That die said judgment 
bo submftted for the consideration of His Highness the Khedive. 

A moment of silence followed. Eeouf quietly- 
extracted the second paper from his portfolio, and 
said, addressing^ the accused : — 

Ahmed Arabi, you will receive notification of the decree 
issued by His Highness the Khedive. 

Tho Clerk then rose again, and read as follows:— 

We, MehemetTewfik, Khedive of Egypt:— Whereas Ahmed 
Ar&bi Pacha has been condemned to_ death by judgment of 
Court Martial of this day’s date, by application of Articles 96 of 
the Military Code and 69 of the Penal Code, and whereas we 
desire for reasons of our own to exercise in reference to the said 
Ahmed Ar&bi Pacha the right of pardon which appertains to us 
exclusively, we have decreed and do decree as follows : The 
penalty of death pronounced against Ahmed Arabi is commuted 
to perpetual exile firom Egypt and its dependencies. This 
pardon will be of no effect and the said Ahmed Ardbi will be 
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liable to tlie penalty of death if he enters Egypt or its depen- 
dencies. Our Ministers of the Interior, Wai’, and Marino arc 
charged with the execution of this decree. 

(Signed) Mahomed Tewfik. 

Tlien came a pause. The judges rose to retire, 
and one or two of the newspaper correspondents, who 
had all along felt an interest in his fate, and who took 
a different view as to the merits of the National move- 
ment than that which was popular in Egypt, .shook 
hands with Arabi. Mrs. Napier had placed a small 
nosegay of roses on the desk before her. She 
intended to send them to Arabi after the trial, but 
a gentleman sitting next her, without any previous 
intimation of his intention, somewhat thoughtlos.sly 
placed them in the prisoner’s hands. _ On this one or 
two hisses were heard, but the groat crowd gradually 
dispersed. Ardbi regained his coll, the lady- 
correspondent of the Svuss newspaper (as a repre- 
sentative lover of freedom) clamouring somewhat 
loudly for a personal interview. I lost no time in 
telegraphing to the “leading journal” the result of 
the trial. Mr. Philip produced one or two special 
editions, but the publication of Suloimdn SAmi’s con- 
fession ceased for ever. AH its interest was gone now. 

As soon as he reached his cell, Ardbi immediately 
threw himself on his knees upon his small embroidered 
camel’s-hair prayer-carpet, and, as a good Moslem, 
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offered up to the Most Merciful a hearty thanksgiving 
for his deliverance “ out of the hands of his enemies.” 
This terminated, he thanked in very touching terms 
Mr. Napier and myseff for what he was pleased to 
call our valuable services. We left him quietly writing 
a long letter of gratitude to Mr. Blunt, who had been 
the means of saving his life. 

Mrs. Napier’s unintentional public present of flowers 
to Ardbi brought down in a few hours a veritable 
hornet’s nest about our ears. All Cairo was pro- 
foundly shocked. The Edaedivial Club would willingly 
have shewn its indignation by censuring or expelling 
my excellent colleague, but, as it was found he did 
not belong to it, their loyal demonstration fell to the 
ground. M. Charmes, however, formded on the inci- 
dent a legend which I cannot refrain from repro- 
ducing.'’*' “A new ovation,” he writes, “awaited 
Ardbi. An English Miss* presents a bouquet to Mr. 
Napier, who in turn passes it to the hero. Ardbi 
blushes, and some murmurs of disapprobation are 
hoard. It was only some days afterwards that this 
imprudent woman was punished for her ridiculous 
and odious manifestation. A box arrives from Alex- 
andria. She opens it with care. The inside was 


* Revue des Deux Mondes, September 1st, 1883, p. 117. 
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white, spotted with black tears. It contained a largo 
funereal wreath, with the following inscription on the 
ribbons which bound it : ‘ With the re.spoctful com- 
pliments of the relations and friends of the unfortunate 
victims assassinated at Alexandria on the 11th June 
and 12th July, 1882. The length of the list of names 
which followed is terrible.” I am able to state that 
this dramatic incident never occurred. It is difficult 
to know whether one should most admire M. Charmes’ 
fertile imagination or deplore his singular want of 
that gallantry which his nation lays claim J:o. In 
such an attack on England as M. Charmes thinks fit 
to make in his Insurreetion Militaire eu Egypte, 
historical accuracy and good taste are of course 
matters of an entirely secondary consideration. 

On the 7th December Mahmoud Simi, Ali Fohmy, 
Abd-el-Al, and Toulba Pachas, appeared before the 
same judges, offered the ssftne plea, received the same 
sentence, and were the subject of a similar decree of 
cqpmutation. Three days later Mahmoud Fehmy 
and Ydcoub Sdmi followed their example. They one 
and all subscribed written paroles in the words used 
by ArAbi. The circumstances which surrounded those 
proceedings precisely resembled those I have already 
described at length. If the general interest felt in 
them was somewhat diminished, it was only because 
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the great central figure was wanting. A few days 
later workmen began dismantling the court which 
had been fitted up with so much care and cost, and the 
splendid tmiforms of the nine Egyptian judges were 
seen no more at the Daira Saniya. In this manner 
ended the three great state trials of the Egyptian 
Eevolution of 1882. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

APTEE THE VEEDICT. 

Nightpael on tlie 3rd December saw all Arab Cairo 
celebrating in discreet silence tbe deliverance of Arubi. 
From motives of self-evident prudence these spon- 
taneous rejoicings were concealed as much as •possible 
under the cover of darkness and closed doors, but 1 
received ample proof at tbe time that the delight of 
the people was both general and sincere. Genuine 
Moslem joy begets little outward deiponstration, and, 
when one sees much visible commotion, real heartfelt 
enthusiasm is often wholly wanting. In the present 
instance the poor were clothed, ahns were distributed, 
prayers of thanksgiving were ofEered up, the fatted 
dSlf was killed, and all Egyptian Egypt was glad at 
the clemency of England. The Palace, the Tui’ks and 
the Circassians alone refused to be comforted, and 
the bitterness of their fresh disappointment almost 
caused them to forget the sweets of their recent 
victory. 

I visited Ar^bi in his cell early on the following 
morning. He said he had now only three things 
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wliich occupied liife mind. He wished, in the first 
place, to be sure that his fellow-prisoners were no 
longer in danger; he then desired to find some means 
of maMng the public in England and Europe fully 
imderstand the motives which led him to adopt a 
course which might at first sight seem inconsistent 
with his former declarations on the question of “rebel- 
lion,” and he was anxious to offer his thanks to those 
English officials who had taken a part in the recent 
proceedings. Even before I had arrived, he had 
alread/ composed a long and eloquent letter of thanks 
to his best friend Mr. Blunt. After some conversa- 
tion as to his own position, and the probable future 
of Egyptian politics, Aribi determined to address me 
a memorandum, on tlie subject of his “brethren in 
captivity ” (for whom I promised him to do every- 
thing in my power) ; to send a letter to the Times 
in explanation of the plea he had offered at his trial, 
and to present some expression of thanks in writing 
to Lord Dufferin, Sir Charles Wilson, and Sir Edw^d 
Malet. Late in the afternoon Ar^ibi sent me Ihese 
five letters.* I think all of them throw considerable 
light on the best points of Ardbi’s character. 

* M. Chariaos has accused me of inyenting Ardbi’s correspondence. 
(Revtie des Dma Mondes, September 1883.) He is entirely naistaken. 
Beyond some general discussion as to the form of one of them, I knew 
nothing of their composition till they were completed. Their Arab 
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Tho first speaks only of the fate of his compa- 
nions in misfortune : — 

Dear friend Mr. Broadley, 

I should not like people to Suppose that I have saved my Iile 
without remembering my brothers, the officers, the Ulemas^ and 
the Omdahs (Notables^, who are imprisoned here with mo, or in 
the different provinces of Egypt. Therefore, I i^ray you, retpiesi 
the Commission of Inquiry to allow you to be present ai tlioir 
interrogatories, because I declare to you there is nothing against 
these men, for they are guiltless of any violation of the laws of 
man. As to the accusation against Suloimdu Boy Siimi of tho 
burning of Alexandria, I cannot say it is false in tho face of the 
strong evidence against him, and his own deelaratien on tho 
subject, nor can I say it is true of my own personal knowledge. 
This I say, however, neither ho nor any of the military officers 
are guilty of the savage facts winch happened at Alexandria on 
the 11th June. Again I implore to you look after the fate of 
all my fellow-prisoners. 

(Signed) Ahmed AeAbi the Egyptian. 
Cairo, December 4th, 1882. 

Ard,bi •wrote thus to the : — 

To the Editor of the Times. 

Sir, 

* I have followed the advice of my counsel, Messrs. Broadley 
and Napier, for whose devotion and zeal I can never sufficiently 
express my acknowledgments, and have pleaded guilty to a 


originals are now before me (Arabi wrote them in duplicate), and Mr, 
Santillana, a most competent judge, informs me he considers Arabics 
power of writing elegant Arabic only surpassed by Kheir-ed-Din Pacha 
amongst all the Arabic scholars ho has ever met. M, Oharmes speaks 
of Alibi as if he could neither read, write, or think. 
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cliargo of rebellion against tlie Khedive. The English Ministers 
have often proclaimed me to be a rebel, and I cannot expect 
that they will suddenly change their opinion ; nor, indeed, is it 
possible for them to do so at the present moment. I shall 
cheerfully proceed to any place which England may be pleased 
to appoint for my residence, and remain there until the day 
comes when it will be possible for England to modify her opinion 
concerning me, 

I do not complain of my fate, nor of the sentence which has 
boon pronounced against me, and which, at any rate, establishes 
my innocence of the charges of massacre and incendiarism — 
crimes in which I have never taken the slightest part, and 
which were absolutely contrary to our political and religious 
principles^ I know that my future treatment will depend on 
England and the generosity of the British people. I leave 
Egypt with perfect tranquility and confidence in the future, 
because I know that England cannot any longer delay the reforms 
which we have struggled for. In a short time the Anglo-French 
control will be abolished ; Egypt will be no more in the hands 
of a myriad of foreign employes filling every available ])ost, to 
the exclusion of the Egyptians ; our native courts will be purified 
of abuses i codes of law will be enacted, and, which is more 
important, carried out ; a Chamber of Notables will be instituted 
with a voice and a idght of interference in the affairs of the 
Egyptian people ; the swarm of usm'ers in the village will be driven 
out. The English people, when they see all these things, wall 
then be able to realize the fact that my rebellion had a very 
strong justification. 

The son of an Egyptian fellah, I tried, to the best of my 
power, to secure all these good things for the dear country to 
which I belong, and which I love. My ill-fortune did not allow 
of my carrying out these objects. I hope the English people 
will complete the work which I commenced. If England 
accomplishes this task, and thus really gives Egypt to the 



350 


now WE DEFENDED ASASL 


Egyptians, she will then make clear to the world the real nim 
and object of Aribi the rebel. 

All the Egyptian people were with me, as I was^ith Egyj}t, 
the country I shall love for over. I hope Egypt will not forgo! 
me when England completes what I tried to begin. I say it again, 
I do not complain of my fate. I am even happy and conientod 
with it, because I know my misfortunes have been the means of 
securing for Egypt the liberly and prosperity which it deserves 
to enjoy. When England has carried out her good work she 
will, I feel certain, in her humanity and high sense of justice, 
permit me to return to my beloved country, and seo with my 
own eyes the result of her humane and civilizing work before I 
die. 

I am gratefiil to Mr, Gladstone and to Lord Grg,nviIlo for 
their interposition on my behalf, and for having saved mo from 
so perilous a situation. They will soon learn that I was no rebel 
when I set myself at the head of a people who wanted nothing 
but justice. I also thank Lord Duflferin and Sir Edward Malot 
for the kindness and generosity they have shown me. I also 
owe a debt of gratitude, which I can never fepay, to my dearest 
friend Mr. Blunt, who spared neither his efforts nor his money 
to assist me in the hour of distress and need; when my 
Egyptian friends of happier days had one and all forsaken mo. 
I can never sufficiently acknowledge the noble and untiring 
efforts, and the zeal, loyalty, and devotion of Mr. Broadley and 
Mr. Napier on my behalf, and on behalf of my follow-prisoners. 
I thank the British people, as I thank you, Sir, and the great 
English Press, which was unanimous in demanding that T 
should have a fair trial. I thank those members of tbo British 
Parliament who have often and nobly spoken on my bolialfj aiul 
Ithalik Sir Charles Wilson for the kind and vigilant care ho 
has bestowed on me in the days of my capti^ ity. 

I leave Egypt with the firm conviction that, as days pass by, 
the justice of our cause will become more and more a])parcxi!, 
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and that England will ne\er have cause to repent of tho 
generosity and humanity she has displayed towards a man 
against whom she has fought. 

Ahmed Aeabi, the Egyptian, 

From the prison at Cairo, Dee.r4, 1882. 

Arabics letter to Lord DufEerin was as follows : — 

To the Right Honourable the Exalted Lord DuflForin:— 

I had set myself at tho head of the Egyptian people, to secure 
liberty and justice for this country. The decrees of Providence 
not having crowned my efforts with success, I surrendered 
myself to the generosity of the English people, having full confix 
dence in tho loyalty and honour of England. My hopes have 
been fulfilled. England has allowed me to have a fair trial, and 
granted ifie the service of honest and able Counsel. I feel 
bound to express my complete satisfaction and gratitude for this 
kind treatment I have received- I ask you, my Lord, to accept 
my heartfelt thanks for your efforts on my behalf, and on behalf 
of my fellow-prisoners, and to be the interpreter of my gratitude 
to Mr. Gladstone ai^ Lord Granville. December 4th 1882. 

(Signed). Ahmed Aeabi the Egyptian. 

He wrote thus to Sir Charles Wilson : — 

To Colonel Sir Charles Wilson (May his virtues last for 
ever 1). 

The leader of a people who wanted nothing but justice, fair 
treatment, and the preservation of its rights, knowing foil well 
that I had never violated the laws of humanity during my 
tenure of oiHce, but had carefully protected the life and safety 
of all 5 I surrendered myself to the generosity and honour of the 
British people, feeling convinced that T should be well treated 
at the hands of England. This hope has not been in vain ; 
you have been to us kinder than a father to his children in the 
days of our captivity. Your visits to us, as well as tho activity 
and kindness you have always displayed in ensuring us just and 
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fair treatment, have imposed upon all of us a debt of gratitiid(' 
which wo can never sufSciently acknowledge. We hope, ?5ii’, 
you will accept the heartfelt expression of our gratitude and our 
respect for you. 

(Sign^) Ahmed ArIbi the Egyptian. 

4th December, 1882, 

Ardbi felt great difficulty in -writing to Sir Edward 
Malet, who he said, and I think with truth, had mis- 
understood him from the first. If Sir Edward Mulct 
had cTer fairly tried to enter into the aspirations, 
objects, and extent of the National Movement, or had 
even lent a sympathetic car to the many tribulations 
and real grievances of the Egyptians, I doubt whether 
Alexandria would have ever been bombarded or Tol- 
el-Kcbir fought. Sir Edward Malet erred from a com- 
j)lote want of trustworthy information. People in 
whom he placed implicit confidence told him “the 
cause ” which Ar4bi led was a myth, and he believed it. 
Then a time came when he was obliged to continue 
believing so malgr4 lui. The result is, that to-day 
we are still face to face with the groat question of 
Egypt’s fiiture, and have little other light to guide 
us than that afforded by those melancholy memo- 
rials of mistakes — the Egyptian Blue-Books. After 
I reached Cairo I must certainly say that Sir Edward 
Malet did his utmost to facilitate the various arrange- 
ments connected with the trial of AiVibi, but a 
despatch he penned to Lord Granville the day before 
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I arrived’*' affords an example of tire extraordinary 
reports which always seemed to reach him, and the 
not less remarkable opinions he was accustomed to 
base upon them. Ardbi, hpwever, determined to let 
by-gones be by-gones, and wrote his thanks to Sir 
Edward Malet : — 

To Sir Edward Malet, British Political Agent in Egypt 

I feel bound to present to you my heartfelt thanks for the 
noble efforts you have made in order to ensure my treatment 
with fairness and justice, and for all that you have done to 


My Lord, Cairo, October 17, 1882. 

The suppression of the rebellion through the victory of Tel-ol- 
Kebir was followed by complete tranquillity throughout the country, 
and it is only by degrees that the population is beginning to recover 
from the blow which made it senseless for a time. According to all 
tradition, the victors would have made use of the opportunity to ride 
rough-shod in every direction, and to stifle every voice that did not 
raise itself in their praise. 

The reports now coming in from the country seem to show that the 
people either did not believe in the capture of Arabi or are convinced 
that he and the British forces have come to an agreement to his 
advantage. They cannot understand that, though conquered, he is 
treated with consideration, while awaiting sentence by a court-martial, 
because such treatment is unlike anything they have ever seen or heard 
of. Ardbi contrived to inspire the people with the belief that he 
possessed Divine power to restore the supremacy of Islam, and the 
common saying among the people is that he cannot be put to death, 
and that he will yet prove himself the Mehdi ” or Saviour. The 
more ignorant have a story that he is at present making a forty-days" 
journey through the heavens, and in general his hold on the sympathy 
of the lower classes has made rapid and dangerous strides since the 
time when he became the acknowledged leader of the •peo;jfie agamst 
armed Christian invasion, 

2 A 
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rescue me from the dangers which surrounded me. I hope, 
therefore, that you will accept the expression of my gratitude 
and respect, as well as of the friendly and sincere feelings I 
shall always entertain towards you. 

(Signed) Ahmeb AbAbi the Egyptian. 
Cairo, December 4th3 1882. 

The following letter, addressed to his fellow- 
prisoner Ahmed Bey Rifdt, is a good specimen of 
Ardbi^s style when corresponding with one of his owm 
countrymen. It was written in answer to a con- 
gratulatory note from Ahmed Rihit : — 

To my very dear and respected brother Ahmed Boy Rifat. 
(May God have you in his holy keeping !) May the blessing of 
God rest on you, as well as on my clear friend Kadr Bey ! 

The eloquent letter you have sent mo filled me with feelings 
in which pleasure was mixed with courage. I said to my soul, 
remain constant in faith and you will merit commendation, 
and gain eternal repose.” (Kordn.) You have doubtless heard 
of my trial and my sentence. The scene was one new to us 
Egyptians, for persons of both sexes came to see what went on. 
They first read a judgment putting an end to a life the close of 
which was not yet predestined.” (Eordn.) Then came a 
second decree by which this death was changed into perpetual 
banishment. My enemies had forgotten the words of our com- 
mon law, the life of a man is written for him in the book of 
fate. Wliat the Almighty decrees comes to ])ass ; wdiat he desires 
not, happens not. All power is with Him,” (Koran.) The 
hearts of those who fought against me seem softened, for I oven 
received a present of x'oses from a lady w^'ho was near me. May 
God reward you for the courage and strength of soul you dis- 
played when examined by the Commission of Inquiry. 

I have declared to my friend Mr. Broadley tliat nothing 
could induce mo to aecej>t any means of escape from deaUi myself, 
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unless all my bi’etliren, both at Cairo and in the ProvineeSj were 
saved. I have charged him with their defence, and conjured 
him to see the tribunal weighs their cases with justice and equity, 
so that no one can say I have bought my own safety with the 
blood of my innocent brethren • For these reasons I have fol- 
lowed the course proposed to me. I felt in my heai't our fate 
was in tho hands of England. Could I expect England suddenly 
to say her war with the Egyptians was devoid of justice ? Time 
and more knowledge will even bring this about, I verily believe. 
All your Ii\es are saved ! Wo have right on our side, and our 
enemies are in the wrong.” (Koran). Providence has not for 
saken us, for the free nation with whom wo fought has even 
allowed some of her children to come almost at one time fi’om 
Constantijioplo, London, Rome and Tunis, to see justice done 
concerning us.* Even their writers no longer misunderstand 
us as before, These are signs of the work of the All Merciful, 
be not of those who ever despair.” 

Your brother, 

Ahmed AbIbi tho Egyptian. 

24 Mohurrum, 1900. 

(5 December, 1882.) 

• • . . • * 

On the evening of the trial I was invited to a 

dinner given at the Restaurant du Jardin de VEshe- 
kieh by Mr. Pomeroy, the American Agent and 
Consul-G-eneral, in honour of Oeneral Wallace, the 
Minister -Plenipotentiary of the United States at 
Constantinople. Several of our host’s compatriots 
were present, and Sir Edward Malet was also a guest. 
Ardbi afforded, as might be expected, one of the 

* I presume Ardbi alludes to Lord Ditfferin, Mr. Napier^ Mr. 
Santillana, and mysolt. 
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principal themes of conversation. Mr. Bernard, of 
the New York Herald, propounded, with perfect 
gravity, his plan for the “acquisition’’ of our client 
by Messrs. Barnum and Gordon Bennett,* and oven 
General Wallace seemed to regard the propo.sal as 
worthy of careful consideration. The ideas expressed 
about Ardbi had so strong a taint of republicanism, 
that I fear they must have been very distasiteful to 
Sir Edward Malet. A great deal was said about Fiji 
as a place of banishment, the practicability of an 
American rescue, the daring of American scliooners, 
and the reception which awaited Ar/ibi in the States. 
Prior to this Fiji had been hinted at in official 
circles as a possible residence for the rebels, but after 
Mr. Pomeroy’s dinner it was never more alluded to. 
Amidst much that was mere fun and banter, there 
was a serious admixture of honest sympathy in the 
feelings of my American friends in Egypt, for which I 
shall ever be grateful. 

The same evening (December 4th) Mr. Santillana, 
who had done us such excellent service, loft Caii’o for 
Eome. Next morning I called on Chorif Pacha to 
talk over various arrangements connected with the 

* This was not the only curious solution propf>sed to Lord DnflVrin, 
I am informed on the best possible authority that a Russian lady (»f 
rank and wealth offered in writing to marry Arabi if peniutted to do 
so. Lord Dnfferin did not, however, feel called on to transmit her 
letter to the prisoner* 
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departure of the exiles. He protested his personal 
satisfaction at the compromise which had been arrived 
at, and explained to me at some length his own ideas 
as to the true character of -the National movement, of 
which he assured me he was really the leader until 
Ar4bi rudely jostled him from that position, and being 
only B. fellah could not possibly succeed. On my 
timidly expressing regret that the public prints gave 
a somewhat different version of his sentiments, he 
shook his head and declared the newspaper cor- 
respondents would soon bring him to an untimely 
grave. On going to the Daira Saniya late in the 
afternoon I found Ismail Eyoub and his colleagues 
occupied in interrogating Suleiman Sami’s companion 
in his flight to Crete, the Cairene merchant Hasan 

m 

Moosa el Akad. I no sooner sat down than the 
accused rose and said deliberately, “ Hear, oh Pachas! 
I, too, like Ahmed Arabi, demand the services of the 
English lawyer, and will speak no more if they are 
refused mo.” Ismail Eyoub seemed fairly over- 
whelmed at the hardihood of tho request, while the 
lesser members of the Court raised their hands to 
their foreheads in mute token of their loyal depreca- 
tion of such unprecedented audacity. “Do you 
know that this man is an incendiary ? ” gasped Ismail 
Eyoub, as soon as ho had recovered his breath. “He 
also distributed tho sticks wherowitli to beat Europeans 
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at Alexandria,” sliouted his colleagues in clioius, 
“you ■will not surely defend him?” After some 
discussion the case was finally adjourned in order 
that I should hare an opportunity of seeing the 
prisoner, before deciding "whether or not to accept the 
retainer he desired to give mo. This accidental 
meeting wdth Hasan Moosa el Akad was only the pre- 
lude to one of the most curious incidents of the Cairo 
State Trials. 
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ALTHOUQn Mehemet AH began to reign in Egypt 
almost at the commencement of the nineteenth 
century, two of his children are still alive, and are 
even yo;anger than some of their relatives of the third 
generation. Prince HAlim and his sister, the Princess 
Zeinob Hanem, loft Egypt many years ago, and have 
since resided at Stamboul. They have both sur- 
rendered their existence and their fortunes to a 
* 

common dream, — the accession of the prince to the 
throne of his father. In accordance with the old 
rule of Moslem succession, Prince Halim, as the 
senior male member of his father’s family, would 
have become Pacha or Klhedive of Egypt as a matter 
of course, but a series of imperial firmans (which 
have been tacitly acquiesced in by the whole of 
Europe) have varied the ancient custom, and the 
supreme power in Egypt now descends in a direct 
line from father to son. In addition to these suffi- 
ciently formidable obstacles, Prince HiUim always 
finds himself face to face with his own solemn obliga- 
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tion. by which he formally relinquished his preten- 
sions, and agreed to give no further trouble in the 
prosecution of his claim. Both the juince and his 
sister have always treated this promise as a dead 
letter, and have consistently devoted their lives and 
their fortunes to the hopeless pursuit of a phantom 
crown. 

Prince Halim has now spent well-nigh all liis 
substance amongst his adherents in Egypt, and in 
the systematic subventioning of continental lU'ws- 
papers ; but his sister is still rich and willing to 
spend more money if occasion requires it. ILUim is at 
the present time a persona grata at the Porto and the 
Palace, and Turkey would, I think, gladly see him 
supplant at any moment his unstable nephew. Franco 
would not in all probability be now altogether 
adverse to the change, for such of Hdlim’s sympathies 
as are not wholly Turkish are eminently French. 
Hffim and his sister have on more than ono occasion 
very nearly achieved success. I have heard his hopes 
frequently ridiculed in Cairo, where he is called in 
derision “ Tho Perpetual Candidate,” but, as a matter 
of fact, in the spring of last year his firman of ap- 
pointment was actually written, and tho steamer for 
his conveyance to Egypt chartered, when the project 
was abandoned owing to the strong joint-opposition 
of England and Franco. 
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Prince Halim and bis sister -were not disposed to sit 
down quietly under their most recent disappointment. 
The almost indescribable unpopularity of their nephew 
Tewfik strengthened their party in the Cairo serag- 
lios, and they saw with satisfaction the rapid progress 
and growing strength of the National party. It was 
evident that a great political crisis was approaching 
in Egypt, and anything might be hoped for from the 
general scramble which it would undoubtedly occasion, 
oven the impossible itself. At this juncture Hdlim 
and his. sister conceived a project of appropriating 
the ideas of Ardbi, coalescing either with him or his 
friends, and finally coming to power as a popular 
ruler on the shoulders of tho National party. It 
beeame, consequently, a matter of groat importance 
to them to open up some sort of negotiations with the 
Nationalist leaders. 

Osmdn Pacha Fouzy* was the veMl, or general 
agent, of tho Princess Zeineb at Cairo. With him the 
memory of Mohemet Ali was a fetish : he was wilhng 
to imperil everything for the sake of his old master’s 
son. To him was confided the task of sounding 
Ardbi and his companions. To do this effectually, 
Osmdn Pacha Fouzy, Turk ptir sang, became for 
tho time being, to all appearances, an onthxtsiastic 
Nationalist. This was not sufficient. It was abso- 


^ rice ante, Chapter XJIl, page lll>. 
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lutely necessary for 0sm4n Pacha to find some poli- 
tical broker who could act as a reliable go-between 
in Haim’s intended parleys with the chiefs of the 
National party. 

After mature reflection Osman Paclia Fouzy 
decided to sound Hasan Moosa El Akad, who had 
some months previously returned from a second 
period of exile in the Soudan, and was now very 
loudly professing his devotion to Arubi and the cause 
of Egyptian liberty. Hasan Moosa was neither an 
incendiary nor a fanatic; he had never lielped to 
burn Alexandria, nor had ho ever given clubs 
to an infuriated mob. Hasan Moosa was nothing 
more or less than a very clever political adventurer, 
with a keen eye to the main chance, and a strong 
determination to turn the existing complications to the 
best possible accoxmt. Although a man of considerable 
means, he looked on politics only as a means of in- 
creasing his riches, and he imagined ho saw in the 
friendship of ArAbi a veritable El Dorado of intrigue. 
There is an old story of a Persian king who asked 
one of his favourites what was the gi’eatost favour 
he could bestow upon him. “ Permit me, sir,” an- 
swered the courtier, “one minute’s whispered con- 
versation with you whenever you take your scat in 
the Hall of Justice.” Hasan Moosa’s conduct was 
but an illustration of the same idea. Ho frequented 
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Arabics society merely in order to pretend to the 
possession of a certain influence over bim wbich. he 
in reality did not possess. The Persian king under- 
stood Ins favourite’s object? Ardbi did not fathom 
the "wily scheme of Hasan Moosa, and this made all 
the difference. Hasan Moosa was, I fear, a weak 
spot in Arabi’s armour, but even here his honour 
and good faith were most curiously vindicated. 

Once and for all I am in a position to assert that 
Artibi was not only entirely ignorant of the pro- 
ceedings.of Osmtin Pacha Fouzy and Hasan Moosa El 
Akdd which I am about to describe, but he had never 
at any period of his career any direct or indirect 
communication or connection with Prince Halim, or 
any of the other persons interested in the palace 
intrigue of which he became the central figure. The 
Commissioners of Inquiry really managed to unravel 
some of the details of this very tangled skein of 
Egyptian high treason in a wonderful manner, for tho 
investigation suited their past personal experiences, 
and helped to give them a little fresh importance 
after the collapse of the great case. Of all the persons 
who were brought before them in the course of their 
labours Hasan Moosa was by far tho most astute 
and tho less commmiieutivo. Ho assumed an attitude’ 
of pei’sistont ignorance or judicious non mi 
from first to last. Hasan Moosa absolutely declino*‘ * 
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to answer inconvenient questions or implicate oitlicr 
himself or anybody else. A few days before I left 
Cairo, Ismail Eyonb said that nothing in the whole of 
their inquiries had impressed him so much in favour 
of Ardbi as the outcome of their investigations into 
the details of the Hdlimist plot. The proof of Anibi's 
political honesty in the presence of great temptations 
was not only negative but positive. It was even 
sufficient to put his enemies to silence. 

No sooner had Hasan Moosa reached Caii'O than 
his house was subjected to a rigorous searc^i. Many 
papers were found there, but no one was any the 
wiser. All his letters were written in a picturesque 
kind of cypher in which lions, eagles, flowers, night* 
ingales, and historical personages were mixed up in 
hopeless confusion. Amongst all the dross was a 
single speck of gold. On a small slip of paper was 
found a long list of bills of exchange for largo 
amounts received by him from Osmdn Pacha Pouzy. 
This discovery I feel sure had induced Hasan Moosa 
to secure my professional services, and the very same 
afternoon message after message came from Osmdn 
Pacha Fouzy entreating us to come and see him with 
a view to resume his defence. 

“ Deli ” Osmdn and Hasan Moosa occu})iod cells 
almost exactly opposite each other in the corridor*, 
which was afterwards partitioned off for the use of 



A PALACE INTEWm. 


365 


the seven exiles on parole. When I saw them later 
in the day they were both very uncomfortablej and 
each hoped to be able to make a scapegoat of the 
other. “Please advise Osmdn Pacha,” said Hasan 
Mooza, “to declare he merely gave me those bills in 
the coarse of the most innocent trade transactions, 
and not under any circumstances to produce the 
receipt I gave him.” “ Tell Hasan Moosa,” rejoined 
Osmdn Pacha, “his receipt is my only justification, 
and I really know no more than a babe unborn what 
the money was paid for. Is not Hasan Moosa a 
merchant? May not Prince Halim have had some 
commercial dealings with him ? Cannot you manage 
to suggest to him such a defence as this ? ” 

Another remarkable personage was destined also 
to appear at the*approaching confrontation of Hasan 
Moosa and Osmiin Fouzy, which was fixed for the 
following day (December Cth). In some of Hasan 
Moosa’s books or papers mention was made of the 
venerable Sheikh Hasan El Edwi, who had now 
become, owing to the recent death of his senior, the 
chief of Egyptian ulemas, and the greatest divine 
of the Azhar university. Hasan El Edwi was a 
feeble, vnzened old man, bent with the weight of his 
fourscore years, barely five feet in height even in his 
best days, and with a face so gnarled and wrinkled 
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that his eyes had almost disappeared. Ho was gene- 
rally swathed in a not particularly clean quilted and 
fur-lined dressing-gown, wore a bright Cashmere shawd 
twisted into a comely turban, and carried both a 
rosary and a prayer-book. When in his cell (which 
he shared with Abdul Gafft'ir Boy) ho reclined 
on a handsome Persian rug, and always seemed 
half buried in KorAns and illuminated MSS. For 
a time he kept us at a distance, proved to A])dul 
Graff^r conclusively that the emplojrment of infidel 
lawyers was a sin against the law, and^ seemed 
inclined to read us a lecture on our intrusion into his 
apartment. He afterwards changed his views entirely, 
asked us to assist him if we were able to do so, and 
discovered that various passages in the works of the 
most learned commentators justified the Moslem in 
having recourse to the unbeliever in cases of evident 
danger and imminent peril. The spirit of old Hasan 
El Edwi was stiU unquenched. Beneath his worn-out 
frame I soon discovered a patriot, an ardent seeker 
after justice, and a keen moralist. He was a stanch 
and loyal supporter of Arabi, and it subsequently 
turned out he had only received from Hasan Moosa 
some small offering of alms on account of his mosque. 
There is no souvenir of my stay in Eg}q)t that I 
value more than four beautifully emblazoned texts 
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from the Kordn which the old man sent me from the 
Azhdr the day after his release. It is just such a 
present as Moslems rarely if ever make to Christians. 

The proceedings began, by the confrontation of 
Osm^n Pacha Fouzy and Hasan Moosa El Akad. 
Ismail Eyoub interrogated the former as to when 
and why he had indorsed so many bills of exchange 
to Hasan Moosa. Osmdn Pacha Fouzy declared he 
had some papers at home, for which he would cause 
diligent search to be made, but that he could give no 
information without them. Hasan Moosa said nothing, 
but whispered significantly that “ he hoped Osmdn 
Pacha would manage not to find his papers at 
all.” The old Sheikh was then introduced and 
sharply questioned as to whether he had received 
any money from Hasan Moosa. Again and again 
Ismail Eyoub declined to receive his answers. Tired 
out at last, Hasan El Edwi rested his arms on the 
table and spoke as follows : — “ Oh ye Pachas ! What 
have I done that you should worry me thus ? If you 
have many wives and concubines you owe it to me. 
Did not Ismail Pacha seek to abolish polygamy and 
enforce monogamy? Was I not the Sheikh who 
proved such an innovation contrary to Holy Writ? 
Is this then my reward ? ” The sitting was hastily 
adjourned. 

Osmfln Pacha thought long and anxiously over the 
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question of his papers. He resolved, I .suspect, at last 
to find some, and not to find otliers. IIi.s idea was 
to prove he had only acted as an agent in paying 
money or endorsing hills^to Hasan Hoosa, and at tlic 
same time to throw as little light as possible on the 
views of his employers. The Commission decided to 
resume their inquiry three days later (December 9th). 
The evening before Osmdn produced a flimsy envelope 
directed in French “ to my father.” Inside was the 
following memorandum : — 

Bills on the Imperial Ottoman Bank for the sum of £10,000 
to the order of H.B. Osman Pacha, Agent of Her Highmss 
the Princess Zeineb (widow of Kiamil Pacha), as follows ; — 


£ 

No. 43,736 1,200 

„ 43,737 1,250 

„ 43,738 . . . . *. 1,300 

„ 43,739 1,350 

„ 43,740 1,400 

„ 43,741 1,700 

„ 43,742 1,800 


£10,000 

Constantinople, 13th June, 1882. — 

Below was Hasan Moosa’s receipt : — 

I have received from H.E. O&mun Pacha the firsts ami 
seconds of Exchange to the amount of £10,000. 

(Signed) _ Hasan Moosa. 

The Court met at 10 o’clock on the day in question. 
Mr. Villiers was present to gratify Ismail Ifyoub’s 
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wish of seeing his Commission portrayed in a 
sketch, for he still felt very jealous of the fame and 
publicity which had suddenly fallen to the lot of the 
Court Martial. In the centre of the baize-covered 
table sat the President, with the Secretaries, Yusef 
Effendi and Maker Effendi, nearly opposite him. The 
five or six remaining members were grouped pretty 
equally round it. I myself occupied a chair next to 
one of the secretaries, and by the side of Osmdn 
Pacha Foiizy. Hasan El Edwi sat next, almost 
facing ^ir Charles Wilson and his interpreter Mr. 
McCullogh. Osmdn first tendered his paper, which was 
duly read. Some declarations of the Ottoman Bank 
were also put in showing the total sum received by 
Hasan Moosa from the Princess Zeineb to amount to 
nearly tliirty thousand pounds. Hasan El Edwi 
was again questioned. “ Had he received any money 
from Osmdn Pacha Fouzy ? ” Answer “ Never.” A 
sudden inspiration now seemed to strike Ismail Eyoub. 
He remembered that the picture which was to per- 
petuate his labours was in progress, and he meditated 
a sudden and imposing oov^ de tJddtre. In a voice 
of thunder ho asked the feeble old sheikh “ if he had 
not dared to sign and seal a decree declaring His 
Iligliness the Khedive Tewfik Pacha worthy of de- 
position ? ” Hasan El Edwi seemed all of a sudden 
to recover the pristine vigour of his youth ; he loaned 

2 B 
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forward, stretclied out his hand, and, looking fixedly 
at Ismail Eyoub, said : — “ Oh, Pacha ! Without 
seeing the document of which you speak I cannot 
say whether I signed it or^ealed it, but this 1 do say : 
If you will bring me a decree drawn up in the sense 
you indicate I wiU readily sign and seal it in your 
presence even now. If you are Moslems can you deny 
that Tewfik Pacha, having betrayed his country and 
gone over to the English, is no longer worthy to rule 
over us P” If a bomb-shell had suddenly fallen into 
the naidst of the room it could not have produced 
much greater consternation. The blood visibly 
mantled beneath Ismatl Eyoub’s swarthy cheek, ntid 
for a moment no one spoke, Hasan El Edwi was 
politely invited to retire, and no further attempt to 
interrogate him was ever contemplated. A few days 
later he was released on condition of quietly going 
back to his native village, where the history of Egypt 
should know him no more. 

It soon became evident, from a further examination 
which took place in the afternoon, that Hasan Moosa 
had received a very large sum from Htilim and his 
sister, on the pretence of inducing by bribery the 
National Party to proclaim the former as their 
candidate for the Klhedivial throne. It wa^ also 
equally clear that he placed the whole of the money 
so obtained to the credit of his private banking 
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account, that he had never given a piastre of it to 
anybody else, and that Ar4bi knew nothing of his 
machinations. As a salve to his conscience he seems 
to have sent ArAbi a cheese, and Mahmoud SAmi a 
present of fruit. His inferrogatory stopped short at 
this point. As in duty bound I did my best to save 
Hasam Moosa from the consequences of his acts. If 
he had been tried a formidable case of conspiracy 
could have been made out against.^ him, but Prince 
Htilim and his sister must have been condemned as 
his accomplices. Hasan Moosa was eventually exiled 
for twenty years to Massowah, from which place he 
will in all probability soon escape. Sympathy with 
him I have none. His intrigues placed even Anibi’s 
sturdy honesty in jeopardy, and it was a mere chance 
his reputation was so thoroughly vindicated. 

Osman Pacha Fouzy was neither deprived of his 
honours or rank. He was compelled to resign his 
agency for the Princess Zoineb and one or two other 
members of the Khedivial family, to deposit 4,000Z. 
as a security for his good behaviour during four 
years, and to retire to his country house. Prince 
HsUim and his sister cruelly abandoned him in his 
distress. They would neither give security for hini, 
nor repay the expenses Mr. Grosse, of Shepheard’s 
Hotel, had incurred on his behalf ; in a word, they 
left their old and faithful servant to his fate. In 
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the solitude of his retirement Osmdn Pacha Fouzy 
will have ample time for reflection on the fallacy of 
putting trust in the promises of princes, but as ho is 
a general favourite he may soon retm-n to Cairo. 

I here take leave of Ismail Byoub and the Com- 
mission of Inquiry. The latter died a natural deatli 
a few days later, but the former was promoted to tho 
post of Minister of the Interior. A career of real 
usefulness was opened to him, but his weakness and 
feeble good-naturedness of character caused him to 
miss the opportunity. Ismail Eyoub has now as 
much disappeared from the sphere of practical 
Egyptian politics as old Hasan El Edwi. Ilis astute’ 
predecessor Ridz had woven a strong web of personal 
influence, which included not only tho Homo Office 
in Cairo but its manifold ramifications in-tho interior. 
His son was his private secretary ; his brother-in-law 
his under-secretary; his relations, debtors, and de- 
pendents mudirs, governors, and provincial sheikhs. 
This powerftd organisation was transferred as it stood 
to Ismail Eyoub, who was too feeble either to resist it 
or reject it. An intrigue of those subordinates soon 
brought him to grief, and Khairi Pacha, a palace 
nominee, was made to replace him. Fortunately 
perhaps for Egypt the real administration of the 
Home Office has now passed almost entirely into 
the hands of Mr. Cliflord Lloyd. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

^GYPTIA.1j lames and EGYPTIAN NATIONALISM. 

xN no part of world do women contrive to exer- 
cise so^ mueii real political power as in the East, and 
there is probably no oriental country in which their 
influence is potent a factor in State affairs as in 
It Was in Egyptian harims that Ardbi found 
some of his naost patriotic and powerful adherents. 

9'tional cause, even in its earlier stages, was 
warmly espoused by the great majority of Egyptian 
ladies, and they continued to support it till hope 
was^ no longer possible. Princesses of the Khedivial 
family (Tewfib’g mother and wife always excepted) 
made no secret of their strong sympathy with Ardbi. 
The Official Oazette, even on the day succeeding the 
bombardment of Alexandria, mentions free gifts of 
horses for the army offered by the aged mother of the 
Khedive Ismail and his daughter the Princess Jami'la 

llanem. Associations were also formed under their 
«• 

auspices to succour and relieve the wounded at Kafr- 
ol-Dowar, and prepare supplies of lint and bandages 
for the use of surgeons at the front. This feature 
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in tlie history of the war certainly affords one of the 
most striking answers to those who deny either the 
universality or spontaneity of Arahi’s movement. 

A few days after the cceiclusion of the trial I was 
surprised to receive a visit from a confidential 
servant of the Princess Injihj widow of the Viceroy 
Said Pacha, aad one of the most benevolent and 
popular women in Egypt. Ho brought me a letter 
from his mistress, and several valuable presents both 
for Mr, Napier and myself. My only excuse for 
publishing her far too flattering communicatiop is the 
important internal evidence it affords in favour of 
Ardbi : — 

To Mr. Broadley, the lawyer. 

After offering you the compliments and tlianks duo to your 
honourable person, I take this opportunity o? declaring to you 
that the counky of Egypt has been honoured by your coming 
to it, and I, along with all its inhabitants, rejoice in what you 
have done, for you have defended the cause of humanity and 
justice. "Wo Egyptians shall pray for your happiness and sueeoss 
all our days. May justice and mercy come to I’oign in this 
land! By defending the sons of Egypt {who sought her good) 
you have now made England dear to us, because Engh'shmen 
helped us in our grief and distress. I tliauk, most sincerely, 
Mr. Blunt for his goodness towards us. With tho nows (jf what 
has been done afl Egypt is delighted, and none witli truth dare 
assert the contrary. I cannot, indeed, express my obligations, 

(Signed) Injiu. ' 



Cairo, Docomber 15th, 1882. 
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Some days later I was accorded an audience by 

the Princess , who desired to speak unreservedly 

of the real sentiments of the Eihedivial family as to 
the causes and consequences of recent events in 
Egypt. 

“ Every one of us,” said Princess , 

‘‘secretly sympathised from the first with Ardbi, 
because we knew he sought only the good of the 
Egyptians. At one time we believed Tewfik was 
also on his side, but when we found out he meant to 
betray, Egypt we cordially hated him, and he has 
done his best to make our Eves miserable ever since. 
‘The Princess Injih, whom we all greatly respect, 
twice told him her mind clearly as to his conduct, but 
it did no good whatever. Tewfik soon afterwards 
wont away to Alexandria, and we next heard he had 
gone over entirely to the English. Then we all 
resolved henceforward to look only to Ardbi for the 
defence of the country. Councils of all the great 
men of Egypt were held at Cairo. They were attended 
by Prince Ibrahim, Prince Kidmil,* and Prince 
Ahmed. It was resolved unanimously to empower 
Ardbi to continue the war. We saw in Ardbi a 

* Wnce KiM boldly declared before tbe Commission of Inquiry 
that ho went to the Council voluntarily, that no of pressure was 
put upon him to influence his opinion, and that he voted deliberately 
for the continuance of tbe war because ho believed h >vas his duty to 
do so. 
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delivorer, and our entlmsiasm for him knew no ])omicl.s. 
We all wrote him letters and telegrams of congratula- 
tion and encouragement. The Princess wrote 

Ardhi a Yery foolish letter itt which I helioTO she offered 
to marry him as the saviour of Eg^j^pt. Anlhi only 
told her to mind her own business and stay at home. 
Every one of us contributed to ‘the war expenses 
according to our means, and wo Princesses were 
always occupied making lint for the soldiers. ( )ue 
day in September Arabi came back to Cairo. X first 
heard he had brought with him the heads of Qoncral 
Wolseley and Admiral Seymour, but it turned out 
not to be true, and that ho had suffered a great defeat. 
We wore aU much grieved, but not so completely 
dejected as when Tewfik returned in triumph, for wo 
fully expected some ill-treatment from him. Poor 

Princess was sent for first and U2)braidcd with 

having written to Ardbi. Her mother, however, 
boldly declared she had written the letter and soalc«l 
it with her daughter’s seal. They wore then <lis- 
missed, but the mother loudly reproached a cuiukIi 
who had accused them to the Khedive of carrying f>n 
a correspondence with Ardbi, and sti-uck him over the 
head with a chair, on which ho ran all bIo(‘ding up 
the staircase to Tewfik to make his comidaint. . 

“ At last we were all ordered to go to the Palace. 
Many of the ladies were crying from fear. Tewfik’s 
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motLer loudly reproached us, and said our hero Ardbi 
would be given up to them by the English to be 
killed slowly with bodkins. She also held up a list 
in which several of us were marked down for execu- 
tion.* As it has since turned out, they can do 
nothing either to us or Arabi without the consent of 
the English, aud now they hate the English far more 
than they hate us. When it was known at the 
Palace that Arabi’s life was spared, the women gave 
way to transports of grief, as if a death had just taken 
place ii^ the family. Our opinion about the future is 
quite unanimous. After all that has happened, as 
long as Tewfik reigns there will be no peace either 
for you, for us, or for Egypt.” 

I had afterwards an opportunity of seeing Tewfik 
Pacha on two occasions, when he condescended to 
receive me in private audience at the Abdin Palace. 
When I arrived there on the morning of the 12th 
Bccombor, the doors were guarded by British 
sentries. After taking coffee in the Master of tho 
Ceremonies’ room below, I was conducted by Tonino 
Bey up a broad marble staircase into a largo drawing- 
room adorned with French furniture, many clocks, 
more candelabra, aud tho gaudiest of drapery, after 
tho manner of the East. Tewfik was seated on a 
sofa at the extremo end of the apartment. Another 
^ I omit a great portion of this part of the story. 
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person, very much mufiied up, occupied a chair a litllc 
distance off, to whom he formally introduced me, 
telling me at the same time “not to mind, as his 
other visitor could not «peak or understand any 
European language.” I afterwards heard acciden- 
tally that my companion was the Coptic archbishop. 
Tewfik is short, stout, nervous, and by no moans un- 
intelligent, but both eyes and mouth clearly indicate 
fatal weakness of character. Although ho has been 
educated entirely in Egypt, he knows French well, 
and is already very fairly acquainted with JInglish. 
His thoughts, ideas, and mode of reasoning ai’o, how- 
ever, entirely oriental. A constant and uncontrol- 
lable restlessness of manner affords an unmistakoablo 
indication of groat inconstancy of purpose. This 
deplorable want of decision perpetually leads him to 
acts wholly contrary to his better nature. Tewfik is 
simply an oriental constitutional monarch imnqiid. 
He has unsuccessfully endeavoured to please both 
parties, and he has conspicuously failed to satisfy 
either. At one time he might have easily headed 
the Nationalists, and gained the confidence of the 
Egyptian poople, but he deliberately threw his chance 
away. From the moment ho broke Avith Arsibi, to 
dally first with Turkey and then -^ith the Powers, 
he became the most unpopular man in all Egypt. 
It is impossible to conceal the truth. His future 
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is alin,)st hopeless: a fair start under Ms auspices is 
I fear impossible. His name will be written in Mstory 
as that of the prince “who brought the English into 
Egypt/’ and as such it is already anathematized by 
every Egyptian betwixt Keneh and Alexandria. Our 
constant efforts to use him as a decorous and con- 
venient medium for interference (and often beneficial 
interference) in Egyptian affairs, only intensifies this 
hatred, and gains for us the very questionable privi- 
lege of sharing it. It is as the exMbition of a red 
rag to .an infuriated bull. His present melancholy 
position recals a memory of our childhood : — 

<c Hnmpty Dixmpty sat on a "vrall, 

Hnmpty Dumpty liad a groat fall, 

All tlie king’s horses and all the king’s men 
Could not put Hnmpty Dumpty up again.” 

Tewfik Pacha was once firmly seated on the wall of 
Egyptian Nationalism j he not only deserted the 
cause, but he betrayed it. Thon he fell, and not 
“ all the English horses and all the English men ” can 
over restore to liim either the affection or confidence 
of his exasperated subjects. 

After offering me a cigarette, the Khedive began 
our conversation by assuring me that his ideas as to 
the recent trials had been wholly misunderstood in 
Europe, and he was generally the victim of malignant 
misrepresentation. He had never wanted or advo- 
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cated the death of the prisoners, and the eonimutntioii 
of their sentence was a willing and cheerful cxerciHO 
of clemency. I observed with humility that it was to 
to bo regretted the talenied and trustworthy corre- 
spondents of the press had given to the world so very 
different aversion of his views,* and more particularly 
that the local European and Arab journals had per- 
sistently represented him as having his hand forced in 
the matter of the decree of exile. Ho did not answer, 
but asked mo if I thoug-ht ho should bo obliged to see 
many more journalists, as ho found it so dh^cult to 
receive them cordially and at the same time tell them 
nothing. He now suddenly changed the conversation 
to the question of the ingratitude of his own family 
towards him. He had heaped benefits upon them, 
but they only “ turned and stung him.” He knew 

the Princess had told Lord Dufferin this, and 

the Princess had corroborated what the Prineoss 


^ In liis remarkable article on the “ Restoration in Egypt ” in the 
Fortnightly Review, Mr. Ardern Beaman, writing with a special know- 
ledge of his subject, says; “ Arabi bore Tewiik no ill-wili until it 
became eyident that he was being employed as a stalking-horse for 
Europe in the suppression of the I^ational moyomeut, His position 
now appears to haye become almost untenable. lu the place, 
the unpardonable sin of bringing the English to Egypt must ever lie 
at his door. Curiously enough the vulgar fcoliirg i^ stronger against 
the Khedive who called us than against onrselvcH for n^Hponding to 
the call. We were unwelcome guests arriving at the bidding of tt!i 
unpopular host,” (November 188J1, p. 030*) 
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had said, but it was all untrue ; bow bappy be 

might be if it were not for the tongues of the 
princesses and the pens of the newspaper men. And 
his father too : eren he would not let him alone. Ho 
constantly sent him the most dutiful letters, yet 
Ismail Pacha had recently accused him to somebody, 
who afterwards wrote about it in the THmes, of 
possessing ni tSte, ni coeur, ni courage,* I next tried 
to talk a little of Ardbi. The Khedive said even now 
he thought Ardbi a good man. He never for a moment 
believed Ardbi ever wished to kill him. If he had 
such an intention, he could have done it a hundred 
times when they were together at Cairo. The rest of 
the conversation was taken up in melancholy reflec- 
tions on the part of Tewfik as to the impossibility of 
pleasing anybody. He trusted at any rate I could 
say he was not vindictive or cruel. The impression 
created by the Khedive on my mind was so painful 
that I was not sorry once more to be led by Tonino 
Bey past the groat conservatory, down the broad, 
carpeted stairs, % the postern gate, where Thomas 
Atkins marched slowly up and down watching over 
the safety of the restored Egyptian Viceroy. 

I next went to see him on the 80 th December (in 
company with Mr. Napier) to take leave prior to 
quitting Egypt. This visit gave me an opportunity 
• Chapter II. p. 16. 
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had already countersigned the decreos of coinrautution, 
and was perfectly prepared to swallow his groat dis- 
appointment, hut he was told to go. Ridz then made 
a virtue of necessity, sent in a humble request to Ik* 
relieved of the cares of office, and became for a time 
very seriously indisposed. The precise nature of the 
ailment he suffered from never transpired. An able 
special correspondent telegraphed that it was “ sup- 
pressed bloodthirstiness,” but, when prudently edited, 
people in London only read “supprob,sed indigna- 
tion.” , 

It was manifestly impossible for Lord Duffevin 
to tolerate the brisk campaign of Franco-Egyptian 
intrigue which immediately followed the trial of 
Ard,bi. Ridz was known to bo one of its chief in- 
spirers, and the unseen but “ masterful ” hand patted 
Cherif encouragingly on the back, while it firmly 
withdrew Ridz from a post in which ho was doing us 
as much mischief as possible. Unfortunately for the 
future of Egypt, Eitlz was almost as powerful out of 
office as in. 

It was now decided that Aribi wa.s to go to 
Coylon, so I procured a small atlas, and, aceompiinied 
by Mr. Beaman, went to the prison (Docembeu 8th) 
to impart this information to Arabi" and liis M(}nda. 
We found Ar4bi writing letters in his cell. Ah soon 
as he heard the news of wliich I was the bearer lie 
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quietly smiled (I never saw Axihi laugh), and said, 
‘‘This is really too much honoxir; not content with 
simply decreeing my exile, my adversaries seem 
actually bent on sending* me to Paradise as well. 
Have you never heard that when our first parents 
parted in the plains of Mesopotamia after being 
driven out from Eden, our common father went to 
Ceylon, since called ‘the Paradise of Adam,’ while 
our common mother reached Hedjdz, since known as 
‘ the Paradise of Eve ’ ? Nothing could be more just. 
I am driven out of Egypt — ‘the garden of the world,’ 
— I go to Ceylon, — ‘ the Paradise of Adam ’; I hail 
it as a happy omen.” Leaving Ardbi’s room to visit 
the other prisoners, I met Ismail Eyoub in the 
corridor, and tqld him Ardhi’s ideas about Ceylon. 
He looked at me incredulously, and then said with 
perfect sincerity, “My dear friend, nothing will induce 
me to believe that a peasant like Ardbi can be so well 
versed in ancient history as to know such facts as 
these ! ” 

Lord Charles Beresford was now in Cairo, where 
he spared no pains to obtain accurate information as 
to the real causes of the “warlike operations” in 
which he had himself taken so conspicuous a part. 
Few 'Englishmen ever became more popular in 
Egypt than he did, and certainly none have had 

2c 
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greater facilities for finding out the whole truth * 
about the last chapters of her history. As Lord 
Charles Beresford was anxious to hear Arabi’s own 
story of the bombardment, Mr. Napier mentioned 
the matter to him. Next day (December 9th) ho 
requested Mi’. Napier to transmit the following letter 
to Lord Charles : — 

To the most respected Lord Cliarlcs Borc&ford, &c. 

• • • • • • 

I have the honour to assure your Excellency that no hatred 
or animosity over existed between the Egyptians and the 
English people to cause what has happened ; and wllat is still 
more astonishing is, that no Egyptian knows tho causes of tho 
war which has taken place between England and Egj’pt ; 
and, up to the hour of the bombardment of Alexandria, tho 
Egyptian nation certainly guarded the rights of tlio English, 
and not only of the English but those all their brethren, 
the Europeans. What I think also is, that the causes of the 
war are not known to the Englidi people as well. 

When the war commenced we were obliged to fight for our 
own country in obedience to what had been decided in tho 
Cabinet Council, which sat under the presidency of tho Khedive 
and Dervesh Pacha ; and so we did fight, and therefore our 
fighting was not in violation of tlie law, because it was declared 
by the Khedive, the legal governor, and by all tho head mon 
of the Government. During the time tiro war was gfdng on in 
Alexandria we received miiny messages from the Khedive, 
encouraging us to fight, and to be patient and active, though 
the forts were not strong enough and tho afms were bad. 
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When the forts were rendered ruinous by the fire of the 
ships, I withdrew the troops under my command, because I 
considered my flank and rear tlireatened, but I always supposed 
that the English would have landed a force to occupy the town 
after they had rendered it untenable by bombardment. 

I have also the honour to state that had English marines 
landed on the 11th July, 1882, a terrible engagement would 
have taken place between both j)arties, because the English 
force, at that time, was limited, and there was a comparatively 
large number of Egyptian soldiers in Alexandria, and you are 
aware of the difficulties which soldiers encounter when coming to 
attack troops fortified in their town. But if they had landed on 
tho next day when we retreated they would have been able to 
do so in Tho afternoon easily, and they would have preserved tho 
town ft’om being burned and looted. 

I have given your Excellency this information in compliance 
with the request of ilr. Napier, my lawyer, begging you at the 
same time to accept my best regards. 

Believe mo, 

My Lord, to be 

Your friend, 

(Signed) Ahmed ArIbi the Egyptian. 

Ardbi manifested during the latter part of Ms 
tedious imprisonment (it must be always remembered 
bo was kept in strict solitary confinement broken only 
by our daily visits) considerable anxiety to know 
what was written about Mm in Europe and tbe East. 
His bitter mortification at the altered tone of tbe Arab 
press was almost.painful to witness. He bad not yet 
sufficiently learned tbe diffierence between success and 
failure. In order to cheer him a little one of our 
interpreters used to translate into Arabic extracts from 

2c2 
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tlio Tmes, Standard, and Daily News, wliicli he used 
to read with great interest. This slight faniiliuvity 
with European newspapers gave Arabi the first idea 
of writing himself, for publication in England, some 
short statements in self-defence. Hence his two letters 
to the Times. Nothing perhaps pleased him more 
than some of the brief paragraphs about Egypt in 
Truth. He took a great fancy to the name of the 
paper, and was delighted to see that Mr. Labouchcro 
could always manage to see the Egyptian Question 
through Egyptian spectacles. The very day b(.‘foro 
his solitary confinement came to an end, ho said ho 
was anxious to tell the truth {el haM) in Truth, and 
so wrote the following letter to Mr. Labouchero : — 

Sm, Cairo, Doc. 11, 1882. 

I beg to offer you my siucere thanks for having often said the 
truth about me and my brothers in misfortune. I am porfootly 
convinced of your pure intentions, and that you liavo alwu) >> 
wanted us to have justice in accordance with truth and equity. 
There is no doubt that just people help the unfortunate in the 
time of distress. 

Now, as nothing interests me more tlian the well-being and 
progress of my native land, and the fortimo of its inliahilant'., 
notwithstanding that I am now on tho point of leaving it for 
over, I should like to mention to you some os.sential mattcri 
which, if taken into account, would do the country much giaid, 
and would greatly benefit its population, You cannot, I think 
get better or more disinterested information Hum that which an 
experienced man, and one who has lost all for tho lovo of his 
country, can give you : — 
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L There should be a Chamber of Notables to the Egyptian 
nation, in order that all laws, decrees, and orders, should not be 
passed arbitrarily and without its sanction. The members of 
the Chambers should be granted a perfect freedom in discussing 
matters, and their election ought to be left entirely to the people, 
just as it is in other civilized nalions ; they should also have a 
right to give their opinion on matters of state, and to give 
decisions on public mg,tters. The Government, however, should 
not be compelled to carry out the decisions of the Chamber matil 
the lapse of such time as is necessary to ascertain the capacity 
of the people for representative institutions. The discussions 
should be made public by their being published in the Arabic 
and English newspapers. The Ministers should be responsible 
to the Chamber of Notables, which should be convoked for a 
^xed time, not less than five years. 

2. There ought to be equality between all the inhabitants of 
Egypt, and no difference should be made between a foreigner 
and a native, either in treatment or in taxes. By this equality 
the Government will be able to abolish the Verghi (or land tax), 
which injures the poor exceedingly. 

3. Justice should be done to the peasantry in such works as 
cleaning the canals, building bridges, carrying out public works, 
&c.; the workmen should bo paid for their labour, and not bo 
forced to work for nothing, for this is the cause of ruin and 
destruction to the poor, whose existence depends entirely on 
their daily work. 

4. Tlie most essential thing is to put a limit to usury, and to 
stop people from deceiving the fellaheen and taking their money 
and property. 

5. There should be the same laws in all Courts of Justice in 
Egypt, and the laws should be carried out without exception and 
without the interference of any one. 

6. The natives should be eligible for all posts in the adminis- 
tration, whether high or low, as long as they arc capable of 
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holding them ; and those who have been dismissed for having 
been mixed up in recent events should ha^'c a right to ro-omploy* 
ment if worthy of it. 

7. It is better to employ as few Europeans as possible, taking 
into consideration the financial state of tho country. Tlicso 
Europeans should be paid in fair proportion to their native 
colleagues, and not more than they deber\e, as in now tho 
rule. 

These are my opinions. I ask you to put them l)eforo tho 
public, which will judge whether I have right and reason on my 
side or not. If England will agree with mo on tho^c points, 1 
care nothing for exile or any other fate which may be awarded 
to me. (Signed) Ahmed AuAm the Egyptian. 

The cases of Mahmoud Fehmy aiid Yucoxib Sami 
haying been disposed of (Deeombor 10th), it now 
became necessary for the seven exiles to prepare for 
their departure. At my suggestion it yas decided that 
the corridor at right angles to Ardbi’s coll should bo 
partitioned off, in order to allow tho seven prisonora to 
circulate without restraint in tho rooms it contained. 
It was manifestly desirable that they shonld bo per- 
mitted to discuss freely tho various arrangements for 
their approaching voyage. Wo were terribl}' per- 
plexed by the incessant visits wo now rcecivt'd from 
agents, servants, and eunuchs, insearcii of information 
as to their masters’ plans ; and it was plain that no 
progress could bo made till tho exiles wore alIo^vbd to 
ooramunicato with their families. Isinail llyoub (now 
Minister of tho Interior) good-naturodly came thtwii 



to see the carpenters blocking np the end of the 
corridor, and decided that when the inmates were 
removed to the new quarters their families should no 
longer be denied access td them. All this promised 
well, and our clients were really grateful for the 
manner in which they had been treated. 

During the tim^ which had elapsed between the 

trial of Ardbi (December 3rd) and that of Yacoub 

Sdmi (December 10th) Lord Dufferin had received 

more than one striking proof of the satisfaction felt by 

the Egyptians at the policy of clemency. Even 

Sultdn Pacha had been good enough to express his 

approval of the course which had been pursued,* 

while Nubdr frankly admitted to everybody that m 

presence of the .“universality of incrimination,’’ any 

other conclusion would have been impossible. From 

this moment, however, the Egyptian G-ovemmont, fo^^ 

some inexplicable reason, seems to have resolved to 

do their utmost to vary the details of the com- 

• 

promise to the prejudice of our clients, and we 
^ Lord DufiFeria to Lord Granville. 

My Loud, Cairo, December 7 , 1882. 

I have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that Sultan Vacha 
called on me to-day* to express his great satisfaction at the way 
which the trial of Arabi and his fellow-prisoners had been brongLt to 
a close. As Sultan Pacha possesses considerable influence 
countxy his expression of opinion is important. 
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found ourselves unwillingly involved in a pcri)ctual 
contest, which only ended when they finally emharkod 
for Ceylon. 

Before proceeding furtlfer with my do.scription (»f 
the going into exile of Arabi and his fi'icnds, it is w'oll 
that I should, even at the risk of being tedious, 
clearly place once more before my ‘readers the terms 
upon which we accepted the arrangement which put 
an end to the proceedings. They can hardly be 
better stated than in the very language used by Lord 
Duft'erin himself : — • 

Arabi and Ms associates will bo charged simply with 
rebellion before the Court Martial. To tliis charge they will 
plead guilty. In the event of the Court pronouncing a capital 
sentence, it will be submitted to tlie Khedive, who will commute 
it into perpetual exile. Tho prisoners will giyo their parole that 
they will proceed to any locality which may be indicated to 
them, and that they will there remain, unless invited to remove. 
Should they return surreptitiously to Egypt, tho capital sen* 
tence may be enforced against them, without a now trial. By 
a subsequent Decree of the Khedive, their property will he 
confiscated; but the property of tlieir wives will not he touched. 
The Egyptian Government undertakes to provide each prisoner 
with an allowance sufficient for Ms maintenance. 

By another Edict, the military prisoners will ho degraded 
from their respective ranks. 

Tbese words will be found to furnish an appro- 
priate text for the rest of my narrative. ► 

By the morning of the 13th December tlio rough 
wooden partition and door ereetod at tho end of tho 
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corridor were completed, and the apartments within 
swept out and prepared for their inmates. The ser- 
vants of the prisoners had been informed of what was 
to take place, and were dow ready and waiting to 
assist in the business of removal. In a very short 
time carpets, mosquito curtains, beds, brass utensils, 
and crockery were ‘transferred to the new rooms, and 
Ar4bi crossed the passage and stood inside the screen 
to greet each of his “ brethren in captivity ” on their 
arrival. The ten weeks’ tribulation which had sepa- 
rated them had apparently intensified their regard 
for each other, and the first meeting of the seven 
Nationalist leaders was as cordial as the manners of 
the East could make it. There was much embracing, 
touching of hands, and a few tears; Toulba alone 
continued to suffer from his asthma and would not be 
comforted. It was curious to see Arabi’s self-evident 
leadership now assert itself ; he seemed to tower 
above his fellows, and nothing was over done or said 
without his opinion being first sought for. They wore 
all accustomed to hang on his very words, and even 
Toulba tried to forgot his pain when Ardbi told him 
to be of good cheer and not vex them with his 
-down-cast looks. Ardbi’s apartment became, by tacit 
conse'nt, their common place of meeting, and at my 
request they lost no time in preparing the lists of the 
persons who they proposed taking with them to the 
Paradise of Adam. 
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Next morning (December 14tb), on arriving at tlio 
Daira Saniya, I found these memoranda had Ijoou 
already completed. As might be expected they 
varied very greatly in extent, from that of Malunoud 
Sdmi, comprising only his body servant, down to AH 
Fehmy’s, which included even eunuchs and poor 
relations. The Egyptian household has inaaiy remote 
ramifications, and in the first enthusiasm of the idea 
some of our clients seom to have meditated a whole- 
sale migration to Ceylon. 

As soon as I obtained the lists I took thorn to 
Ismail Eyoub in his new office. Tho Dakholhjoli 
(Ministry of the Interior) was once one of tho ph>asant 
palaces of Ismail Sadyk the Mufettich. Its great airy 
central hall and double staircases had served for tho 
National Councils of July and August, but nothing 
had been either destroyed or disturbed. The delicate 
silk draperies which stiU ornament the windows and 
doors are now the only memorials of tho time when 
its original owner held high revel within its walls. 
Patient antichambering is an essential feature of 
the daily routine of all Eastern Governmental 
Departments, and tho pecuHar construction of tho 
Egyptian Homo Office is admirably adapted to 
assist it. The upper and lower halls aflbrded ti cool 
and pleasant lounge, where coffee, cigarettes, and 
gossip helped kill tho passing time; while in a 
cosy retreat beyond the Minister’s own Master of 



Ceremonies sat in state, and ushered the most favoured 
guests, one after another, through a double line of 
janissaries in scarlet and gold, into the august 
presence of his chief. I found Ismail Eyoub seated 
on a velvet divan behind a small lacquered table, 
busily engaged in applying the seal which was 
attached to his watch-chain to numerous Arabic doou- 
'ments, obsequiously presented to him by his pre- 
decessor’s son-in-law. I gave him the lists I had 
brought with me. He told me that they must be 
shortened, and that no exile could be allowed to take 
more than one male and one female servant. I 
promised to see his wishes complied with. He then 
said quietly, “We are thinking of sending four of 
your clients to Ceylon, and three to Hong Kong ; I 
suppose you will not make any difSculties ? ’’ I at 
once answered that such a change was a gross broach 
of our original arrangement, and that I should 
certainly offer it aU the opposition in my power. 
I told him at the same time that I was morally 
responsible to my clients for the strict observance of 
the terms of the compromise; and that I had no 
intention of losing their confidence.* I went back to 
the Daira Saniya vsdth my lists, feeling very un- 
comfortable indeed. 

After mueli aegotiatioa tte idea was abandoned. The exiles 
irover even knew the danger which threatened them. 



396 SOW WE DEFENDED AEABT. 

The scene in the exiles’ corridor was now entirely 
changed. Stalwart ennuchs were guarding throe of 
the inner rooms, in which Arabi, Abd-cl-Al and All 
Fehmy were receiving visits for the first time since 
their imprisonment from their wives and other female 
relatives; veMls were making up accounts, felldh 
bretlien from the interior were discussing grievances 
and the crops, tradesmen were importunately seeking 
for the settlement of outstanding bills, vendors of red 
caps were offering their wai-es, one of the jirisonors 
was executing a power of attorney in favour cf Eeouf 
Pacha, the President of the Court Martial, while a 
goodly band of ‘‘rebel” olive branches were alter- 
nately embracing their parents and getting in every- 
body’s way. As soon as the ladies were gone I 
called a council in Ardbi’s room. The nows of the 
proposed restriction caused some little lamentation: 
there was no help, however, but to comply with it. 
After much consultation fresh lists were prepared. The 
following are specimens taken at random from amongst 
my duplicate copies : — 

List p'esented hy Ahd-el-Al. 

Abd-el-Al. 

Said Hilmy (son). 

Suleimdn (brother). 

Ali Elmas (servant). 

Zakieb Hanem (sister). 

Doulfara (female servant). 



List presented by Ali FeJmy. 

All Fehmy. 

Aziz Fehmy (son). 

Muhamed Ali Fehpiy (son). 

Lady Aided (wife). 

Hamideh Hanem (daughter). 

Zeineb Hanem (daughter). 

Eoujkoul' Hanem (sister-in-law). 

Fatmah (daughter). 

Halimeh (female servant). 

Moharara (eunuch). 

In consequence of tlie limitation now imposed the 
wives oftwo or three of the exiles declined quitting 
Egypt. The Egyptian Government was well versed 
in these refinements of annoyance which no ordinary 
European could he expected to understand. To the 
oriental mind there is little difference between the 
dishonour of their women and the absence of eunuchs, 
and so our clients pleaded energetically for the 
company of their trusted Nubians. I went back to 
Ismail Eyoub with my new lists, and extemporized a 
touching appeal to his Moslem sympathies on the 
subject of the eunuchs. For two whole hours the 
business of Hhe Home Office was suspended while I 
discussed with the Secretary of State the momentous 
question as to whether one eunuch was to be counted 
as the' equivalent of two female servants or vice versd. 
In the result aU the exiles who were accompanied 
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by tboir wiyes, managed to take a oiinueh in tla ir 
train. 

The Egyptian Grovernment know betior tluiu 
anybody else that the hodhes occupied by the families 
of our seven clients were, without oxceptimi, ('ilher 
rented from strangers or the private property of tht'ir 
wives, and therefore exempt from seizure. Four <»ut 
of the seven exiles had married ladies from the 
Khedivial harim, and every Egyptian was perfectly 
well aware that the dwelling they lived in, the fur- 
niture it contained, and the jewels which adorned their 
persons, formed the dowry which they brought their 
husbands. Common delicacy of fooling would in any 
ordinary case have been sufficient to protect those un- 
fortunate women from insult and outrage, to which I 
fear they were not altogether unaccustomed, but it 
soon became evident that no pity was to be shown 
either t<ithe “ rebels ” or their dofeucoless families.* 
On the 15th December a decree was ibsued not 
only forfeiting the property of the seven exiles, bul 
declaring them oimlly dead, and mcapahle of inherit- 

^ Yacoub Setmi solemnly declared, in a incut, timi on 

returning liome one night iu the caily summci of ihhi, hf fmiud hm 
wife (who had been an cx-inmate <»f ilie ’vice-rcgal lu 

the gaiden, almo&t insensible from a tastigation slio had rmd\'bd from 
the Palace eunuchs for revealing secrets to her hunbuml and Arfibb 
From that moment Yacoub Stoi (although a 'i’urk; became » mont 
ardent Nationalist. 



cmce. Here was the first flagrant violation of the 
terms of onr compromise as noted hy Lord Dufforin 
himself. That very same evening Turkish and 
Circassian guards were let lodse on the houses occupied 
by the prisoners’ families. The next morning a select 
committee from the DahJialiyeh was sent to each of 
them for the ostensible purpose of making an inventory 
of the contents. To the eternal shame of the Egyptian 
G-overnment the sanctity of the harim was violated, 
and the privacy of the women rudely intruded upon. 
At a very. early homr I received letters on the subject 
from my clients. Ardbi wrote; — 

To my friend and defender Mr. Broadley. 

I am informed that guai’ds have been put on the doors of om* 
houses to prevent people from going in and out, and to keep 
guard over the furniture. My house is only hired, and all tlie 
the goods in it are my wife’s property. Nothing in it belongs 
to me but my clothes. Please tell the Government this, that 
they may remove the guai’ds. (December 16 th 1882 .) 

Ahmed Arabi the Egyptian. 

AH Fehmy also wrote : — 

My servants tell me guards sent by the Prefect of Police 
have entered my house and insist on remaining in it. The said 
house, and all the furniture therein, is the property of my wife. 
They were her dowry whorr I received her from the harfm of 
Ismail Pacha, my master. I pray you protect us from this 
great injustice. ' (Signed) Ali Fehmy. 

Mr. Napier immediately went to tbe Daira Saniya 
to aUay, if possible, the anxiety of the prisoners. I 
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started in searcli of Ismail Eyoub, while Jlrs. Najnm* 
offered to undertake the task of consoling the ladies 
in their different homes. Ismail Eyoub protested 
complete ignorance of Vhat had taken place, and 
gave me a letter to the Prefect of Police. 

I now called for the first time on Osman Pacha 
Ghdleb, who had contrived to ol)literato all recollec- 
tion of “ the hearty congratulations and 10,000 mea- 
sures of wheat ” he had offered to the dofend{T.s of 
his country at Kafr-el-Dowar, by doing his utnmst 
to harass and vex the very same defenders of his 
country when they had fallen into the hands of tlu'ir 
enemies. He has since managed to arrive at very 
high rank indeed, and his loyalty is now entirely 
beyond question. Osman Pacha received mo civilly 
enough, and even entered into a lengthy explanation 
as to why he had supported Ar^ibi up to a certain 
point, and was then conscientiously unable to go 
with him any further. OsraAn Pacha Ghitlcb im- 
pressed me unfavourably. Ho is ossoutially a 
courtier, incapable of looking you straight in the 
face, and perfectly ready to do anything which he 
imagines would be agreeable to the party in power. 
Osmdn Pacha is by no means devoid of ability, and, 
if Ardbi had succeeded, would doubtless have made 
his mark as a patriot. Ho seemed anxious to talk of 
everything except the immediate object of my visit. 
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WMle sitting on a sofa in Ms office, and dis- 
cussing Ms coffee and cigarettes, he showed me a 
drawer full of photographs of Ardbi. He said that 
a few days previously, “actJhg on superior orders,” 
he had destroyed over a dozen negatives in the 
different photographers’ shops in Cairo, and seized 
some thousands of pnnted copies ; but in spite of all 
this the portrait was still being reproduced all over 
Egypt. He protested he was quite unable to under- 
stand it : “ Ardbi had failed — what could the people 
want any»*more with Ardbi ? ” 

The Cairo Prefecture of Police is in itself a great 
curiosity. A squalid court-yard wMeh leads to it is 
surrounded by a two-storied prison of a rabbit- 
warren-like character, wholly unventilated and im- 
drained. Inside the main entrance is a hall crowded 
always with clerks, policemen, witnesses, and people 
“ hungry after justice.” Beyond is the Prefect’s own 
room, with a long low divan running round it, a fine ma- 
hogany office-table beMnd which the greatman sits, and 
narrow windows looking into a little green garden full 
of verdure and rustling palm-trees. At last, after much 
discussion, I induced Osmdn Pacha to promise he would 
withdraw all the guards from the prisoners’ houses save 
one, that no kind of intrusion into the building itself 
would be permitted, and that persons going in and out 
should be spared the indignity of a personal search. 

2 D 
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On my road home I met Mr. Napier- It now 
seemed things wero really worse than I imagined. 
He had jnst got a letter from his wife who informed 
Tittti that “ two civilians and some s(ddiors had 
entered AH Fehmy’s house, gone all over it, and 
had even seen the ladies without their veils.” Mrs. 
Napier begged we would come there at once, as she 
was not sure whether the guards at the door would 
allow her to pass out. We lost no time in complying 
with her request, hut before wc had arrived then* u 
fresh incident had occurred. The Klnalm' was 
accustomed to pass Ali Fehmy’s door each day at 
noon on his way from his official ro.sidcnco at Ahdi'u 
to his palace in the Ismalia suburb. Maddoyed by 
what had happened, Ali Fehmy’s wife waited for 
him, and when his carriage appeared, rushed unveiled 
and bare-headed into the street, holding her youngest 
child in her arms, and cried out, “ Oh Tewfik ! you 
have insulted a woman of your father’s han'm. Hjive 
you forgotten that before I became the wife of Ali 
Fehmy I was of the harim of Ismail V Dishonoured 
and unveiled as I now am, tho shame is us much 
yours as mine ! ” Tho spectators gmitly led hf'r hack 
through the gai'den of ja.smino and oningc-trees to 
her house. Tewfik changed his route the next day, 
and tho wife of Ali Fehmy was never molested aft^- 
wards. When wo got there peace had boon in a 
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measure restored, and the poor "woman consoled her- 
self by pouring out her griefs to us from behind a 
screen in a voice often broken "with sobs. As her 
misfortunes had been by no* means exceptional (some 
ladies going to Mahmoud Sdmi’s house had been 
actually searched by the guards), we made the 
strongest representations in the quarter from which 
alone any satisfactory redress could be expected. 
Once more “ the iron hand in a velvet glove ” made 
itself felt ; Major Chermside was deputed to calm the 
Prefect’s Joyal ardour, and the functions of his police- 
men at the gates of the “ rebels ’’ were henceforth 
confined to the attributes of ordinary door-porters. 

Preparations for departure now went slowly on. 
The exiles decided to leave me a procuration to liqui- 
date their affairs, which I transferred for the time being 
to Mr. Beaman. Arrangements for a coming journey 
seem hardly to enter into the usual ideas of Egyptian 
domestic economy, and the outfit which the "wives of 
the exiles now set about providing themselves with 
was certainly rather extraordinary. As far as I could 
ascertain it chiefly consisted of warm coats and vast 
supplies of sugar and coffee — all somewhat superfluous 
in Ceylon. Each successive -visitor seemed to display 
fresh ipgonuity iri retailing to the exiles the most 
fantastic legends as to the climate and inhabitants of 
their destined abode. Somebody sent Axdbi by post 

3d2 
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Punch's cartoon of “Araby tbo Blest," uud it (‘xor- 
cisedMin gi’catly. He could not lorgivc (lie wlio never 
smoked or tasted \nne)tbo cigar dc])ictcd in Iti-' hand 
or the soda-water and bralidy on the tubk‘ Ijcsidi* liiin. 
Hi a fellow-prisoners gave our interpreters no pdice 
till the text was translated, and Sir. Tunch’s account 
of the Sultan’s imaginary reflections on the result of 
the trial was highly appreciated in a quarter probably 
little dreamt of by the writer. 

A day or two later the Egyptian G<ivermnent 
lighted on a new difficulty. The cxile.s niiglit go to 
the same place, but not in the same ship. The 
accommodation on board the vessel which had boon 
chartered was insufficient; the passengers wohM bo 
cramped, and make all Europe ring with thoir com- 
plaints. Such was the theory propoimded to me 
somewhat timidly by Ismail Eyoub, when I called on 
him at the Dakhaliyeh a few days later. 

Now the Egyptian Government had hired a very 
large steamer — ^the “Mareotis” — to convey our clients 
and their famihes to Colombo, and it was actually 
being fitted up for the voyage under the care of 
Captain Bloomfield, the Port-Superintendent ut Alex- 
andria. I must do the Egyptian authorities the 
justice to say that all these arrangements wore "carried 
out wholly regardless of expense, but this only made 
the plea of want of room all tho more ridiculous. It 



Avro EXILE. 


405 


afterwards turned out that the “ Maxeotis” could have 
taken three times as many passengers. The hare idea 
of a separation filled the minds of the prisoners with 
suspicion and dismay. Nothing but sheer force could 
induce them to go on hoard under these circumstances. 

It was suggested that they should write to the 
Egyptian Cabinet through me declaring their willing- 
ness to put up cheerfully with even the most straitened 
accommodation provided they could all go together. 
One of their veJcils (agents) accordingly drew up this 
rather obsequious letter : — 

To Mr. Broadley tlie Lawyer, our Defender. 

As we are going together, we do not think of any want of 
accommodation there may be in tire steamer, seeing that we can 
only be hajrpy together and accompanied by our wives and 
children in the same boat. And we offer our best thanks to His 
Highness the Khedive for his handsome treatment towards us, 
which we shall not forget in all time, and shall pray for his 
prosperity. 

Ono or two of the exiles put their seals to it, when 
it was brought to Ardbi. “Have you,’’ he asked, 
turning to Ydcoub Sami, “signed this? I would 
rather bo cut in pieces first. I have said, and say, that 
Towfik is unfit to reign over us. How then can I Ke 
and promise to pray for his prosperity? We have, 
at any^ rate, not fallen so low as this.” I never 
remember seeing Ar^bi to greater advantage. He 
then drafted himself tho following note, which I 
afterwards scut to Cherif Pacha : — ■ 
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To our Counsel Mr. liroadley. 

We beg to call the attention of the Egyptian (iovi’i’iiniont to 
our unanimous wish to make the voyage togetluT to the plaeo 
appointed, and, since it is om'own desire to go in comjtauy w ith 
our families, we should never think of complaining ol want of 
accommodation in the steamer. At the same time we are anxious 
to express our thanks to the Egyptian Governuienl for its 
treatment of us here, and the measures taken to ar range for our 
departure from Egypt. Dec. 21st, 1882. 

(Signed) MAiiMOfu S.i.Mi. 

Ahmed Ah.vbi. 

Y.icuuB H.tMi. 

Mahmckjd Fehmy. 

Au PEUSiy. 

Toulba Osmat. 

AbD-EL-Al IIlLMY. 

The last days of our clients’ stay in Egypt woro 
approaching. Their lists of companions in oxilo woro 
now finally settled and approved, and the inmates of 
their houses were busy in packing up their various 
belongings. Mr. Beaman and Major Oliermsido 
assisted Sir Charles Wilson in securing them freedom 
from molestation while so doiug j hut the Egyptian 
(3-ovemment once more illegally interfered, and 
declared none of the ladies must take with them a 
larger sum than 200Z. By dint unuHual activity 
on all sides, the morning of Chrfstmas Day saw all 
the baggage duly secured and approved ’by tlie 
police in anticipation of the order to start which was 
every moment expected. 
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My readers will remember* that it had been 
agreed between all parties that at some time subse- 
quent to the formal trial the exiles were to be de- 
prived hy decree of their rank and dignities. No man 
ever cared less for outward pomp and glitter than 
Arabi, and nothing affected him less than the prospect 
of the loss of his title and decorations. Just a week 
before the compromise was concluded, he wrote the 
following very characteristic letter to Mr. Blunt : — 

To my friend, the preserver of my life, Mr. Wilfrid Blunt. 
May GodTceep, &c. 

After presenting to you my salutations, &o., 

Now I have to tell you that I care nothing for the position I 
am in — for prison, for insults, or for what may happen after, 
•since riiavo offered myself a legacy (ioaZ/)to tlie freedom of my 
country, nor docs scything interest me except the deliverance 
of the people of my native land firom the pit of those vipers, and 
from the fangs of that great dragon (where they lie), — this hy 
the wisdom of the enlightened men of tlie English nation, who 
arc ssealous for their nation’s honour. 

And next, if there is time in the term of my life, I should 
wish to live free at Damascus with my children, keeping aloof 
from political aliairs as long as I am out of Egypt ; and, if the 
Sultan and the Moslems will not permit my dwelling among the 
Moslems, then I should prefer to live in London among our 
brethren the heli^rs of humanity, as a free man in the land of 
freedom — not under custody or supervision. Thus, also, my 
comrades do, who Igjd down their souls in tlie path of tlreir 
country. Tliey desire to live free. And I solemnly pledge my 


*■ Vide page 315 and page 39Si. 



¥orcl not to intcrfex'oin political matters while I remain far from 
nj country and until God shall have completed what he lue^ 
lecreed.” (Koran). 

Then, as to how the enemy has attempted to ca^t 
)n me for the events of tho 11th of June aial the 12th of July, 
his is more evil-speaking, nor can it bo hUppurtt‘tl hy the lea^t 
tittle of evidonce or proof, since such acth are eontrury to tnir 
lionourablo performanco. By this they endeavoured to eKeite 
Europe to dissolve as atoms of the air tho Hbt'rtie'^ wo hud 
gained for our countiy. And yet, perhaps, some gooti may 
0 ome out of this to our people so that they may fhtuin tho 
completion of their freedom, and bo delivered by tho turning 
the hearts of the English to them, and in spite of the elibrtH of 
dieir open enemy. 

I care nothing for accidental titles of honmir (liis title of 
Pacha, of which he had been deprived), for I never at all de‘Hiro<l 
them. I am satisfied with my own honour, for that will a<*com^ 
pany mo through life and after death. I wish to bo callod only 
by the name of 

Ahmed ArAbi the Egyptian. 

Cairo, Nov. 23. 

On the 24jtli of December I read with no surprise 
the following Decree in the Official Journal : — 

NOUS, KHfiDIVE D’EGYPTE, 

Vu les Arrets de la Cour Martialo on date des 22, 2(5, el 
Moharem 1300 (3, 7, et 10 Docembro 1882); 

Vu nos D^crets en date dcs 22, 26, ot 29 Moharem 1300 
(3, 7, et 10 Ddoembre 1882) ; 

Notre Conseil des Ministros entondu ; 

DfcCR^TONS; 

Article Premier. 

Atmidd Arabi; Toulba Oisinaf^ Abcl-cI-Al Ililtny, Malinioud 





feumi, Ali Fehmy^ Mahmoud Fehmy et Yacoub Sami sont 
declares dechus do tous leui’s titres, grades et dignit^s et ray4s ^ 
jamais des cadres de Farm^e Egyptienne. 

Aetiole 2. 

Nos Ministres de I’lnt^rieur et de la Guerre et de la Marine 
sont cliarges, ohacun en ce qui le concernoj de 1’ execution du 
present D^cret. 

Fait au palais d’Abdine, le 10 Seffer 1300 (21 Ddcembre 
1882). 

(Signe) M^HllMET TEWFIK. 

Par le Khddivo. 

Le Pr&ident du Conseil des Ministres, 

(Sign6) Chbbif. 

Le Ministre do I’lnt^rieur, 

(Sign4) IsMML Etoub. 

Le Ministre de la Guerre et de la Marine, 

(Sign4) Omab Loxjtpi. 

The deprivation of honours was fully expected, 
but it was certainly a little anomalous to dismiss the 
exiles from an army which had already been oflScially 
declared non-existent. 

On the morning of Christmas Day I had a long 
last talk with my clients. Ar^bi gave me his little 
black rosary and his carpet as a souvenir, and I ex- 
changed photographs with all the exiles. They had 
made up their minds to cheerfully accept the inevit- 
able ; .to put their firm trust in England ; to loyally 
observe the parole given to Lord Dufferin, and to 
show themselves ha every way worthy of the cause 
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for which, they suffered. Their words were full (»f 
hope for Eg3rptj and confidence in England. Tlu'ir 
expressions of gratitude to lEr. Blunt were huth 
heartfelt and touching. * I left the Dtiira Haniyii 
delighted with tlie language and demeanour of tin,* 
friends I was so soon to see no more. 

The Egyptian authorities could not resist aiming 
one last blow at the prestige and mmnv propre of 
their, departing foes. Without our knowledge they 
meditated celebrating Christmas Day with a ceremony 
which constituted a direct violation of the 'terms wo 
had both agreed to. This unhandsome act on their 
part was all the more wantonly malicious because the 
spectacle they had improvised was so objcetk'ss and 
meaningless that it only served to bring down on its 
authors the ridicule of tlie whole European press. 
Quite apart from our own assurances, the language of 
Lord Dufierin’s despatch * makes it sufficiently evident 
that neither Mr. Napier or myself ever imagined that 
the deprivation of our clients’ “ accidental honours,” 
decree, would be made the occashm of a public 
exhibition by the Chorif Cabinet. It doejdy woumlod 
the feelings of the exiles at the time, but it gained no 
advantage or glory for the persons who invented it. 
Every impartial spectator regarded it in mf other 


• Vide p. 892. 
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%lit tlian that of a virtual confessiou of political 
impotency. 

This is what happened. ^ Shortly after two o’clock 
on the afternoon of Christmas Day two hired 
carriages were suddenly driven up to the Daira 
Saniya. The prisopers were directed to put on their 
overcoats, and follow the jailer Osmdn Shareef. 
They did so with trepidation fearing some really 
serious treachery. On arriving at the gateway 
they were ordered to enter the carriages in company 
with a police-officer. Ardbi and Mends were dressed 
in their private clothes, and one or two of them 
had not even time given them to put on their boots. 
They* were then driven by the most unfrequented 
streets to the £asr-el-Nil barracks. Here a small 
body of Egyptian troops was drawn up in square, 
while the British soldiers sauntering about the 
great quadrangle and occupying the galleries above 
did duty as spectators, and cheered at intervals. 
The prisoners were placed in the centre, and an 
officer somewhat tremulously read out the Khedivial 
Decree. An order was then given to the Egyptians 
to shout “ Long live the Khedive! ” The exiles were 
formally asked for their swords and orders, but it was 
manifest from the first that they had been left at 
home. The prisoners were then requested to re-enter 
the carriages. Just as Ardbi was about to do so, a 
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“loyal” Kaimakan (Captain), named Elfi, cried out 
“ Oh. Aribi, you have brought the English to Egypt! ” 
This ill-timed reproach may be well taken as a key- 
note to Egyptian feeling concerning us. A crowd of 
natives was now gathering, and there was hardly 
one who did mutter “ Ood save you ! ” as the seven 
Egyptian Nationalists passed by on their way back to 
prison. Under similar circumstances the Egyptians 
were accustomed to see the epaulets tom from off the 
shoulder, the decorations snatched from the breast, 
and the sword broken on the knee; but all "this was 
missing here. Our faithful Hasan’s commentary was 
not singular: “God is great! You see even the 
KEedive dare not touch Ardbi.” • 


AS|SOon as we heard what had^taken place Mr. 
Napiej^ and I went to the prison and endeavoured to 
restore, as best we could, our clients’ disturbed 
equani^ty. After what had happened I must confess 
we wei|e much relieved to hear that the “Mareotis” 
had already passed through the Canal, with orders to 
start for Ceylon on the following evening. An un- 
comfortable dread of fresh surprises had taken posses- 
sion of our mind, and our confidence in the fair 
dealing of the Egyptian Government was hopelessly 
shaken. In the best interests of our clients it was 
advisable to hasten the end. 


There was, however, yet another matter of extreme 
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urgency which we were compelled to arrange with the 
Home Office on the very eve of the exiles’ departure. 
All of them wanted money; some of them were 
absolutely penniless. We at* last succeeded in obtain- 
ing for each of them an advance of 30^. on their 
allowance in Ceylon.* 

The great ladies *of Cairo did not forget Ardbi at 
the moment of his going into banishment. Silently 
and cautiously, for fear of Tewfik, they set about 
providing him with a goodly outfit; one sent two 
English portmanteaus ; a second contributed a large 

^ Mr. Beaman says most truthfully ; — 

It is a significant fact that whilst a subordinate post enables a 
-■^man at present to lay by sufiBcient riches in the course of a few months 
to guarantee him against the future, the seyen exiles now in Ceylon, 
who for the space of a year may almost he said to hare held Egypt 
in fee simple, loft their coimtiy in actual penury. Arabi, who might 
easily have amassed over a million, was dependent on friends for a 
portmanteau filled with clothing sent to him at the railway station, 
and for some time past his family have been reduced to accept a 
monthly charity of 101 which others, not wishing to make themselves 
known, have transmitted through my hands, Yacoub Sdmi, Arabics 
alter egOf commandant of Cairo during the months of the war, and for 
some time in a position to have accumulated enormous wealth, left 
Egypt in debt*for the furniture of his small house, and absolutely 
penniless. And so with the others. It is in no spirit of hero-worship 
of the exiles, or of inuendo against their successors, that this is 
written. But it scarcely seems to bo sufficiently known and appre- 
ciated why the Egyptian people elected as one man to throw in their 
lot with'^those who had risen from among their own ranks, who knew 
their bitter wrongs, and who were ready to defend their new-found 
rights rather than remain loyal to the hereditary sovereign.”— jPori- 
nightly Review^ November 1883, p. 63G. 
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Kordn; anotlier an embroidered prayer-carpet; a 
fourth a dressing-bag ; a fifth a picnic-basket, and so 
on. It was originally planned that the special train 
for Suez should start from the siding in the middle of 
the Kasr-el-Nil barracks punctually at nine o’clock at 
night on the 26 th December. During the afternoon 
all the baggage (including Ar^bi’s trousseau) was con- 
veyed thither, and the wives remaining in Egypt were 
allowed to bid farewell to their husbands at the prison. 
The hour and place of departure were kept a profound 
secret. At the last moment an intimation was sent to 

a 

us that the voyage would be postponed owing to the 
prevalence of bad weather at Suez. As a precaution 
against possible surprises we had fortunately placed 
Hasan on sentry duty at the prison. It was nearly 
ten o’clock when he rushed breathlesSly into our room 
to say that Ardbi and his friends had already left the 
Daira Saniya. Mr. Napier (who was going as far as 
Suez) went to fetch his luggage, while I drove as 
rapidly as I could to Kasr-el-Nil. 

The scene at the “ Castle of the Nile ” was a very 
picturesque one. It was bright moonlight, and as I 
entered the great square I saw the train had already 
drawn up. Three sides of the quadrangle are made 
up of the soldiers’ barracks, lofty buildings with 
fronts of arched verandahs, piled one above the other; 
the fourth comprises the gilded saloons of the Kasr- 
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el-Nil Palace and the Egyptian War Office. A line 
of railway sharply bisects the square in its centre, 
from right to left, just enough of the surrounding 
structures being cut away -on either side to leave 
room for a train to pass. There is no kind of platform, 
and the rails of the siding are on a level with the 
pavement. The arcades of the barracks and the more 
florid architecture of the Palace stood out distinctly in 
the clear moonlight, which seemed to almost dim the 
flames of the torches held by some of the soldiers of 
the Egyptian guard. Immediately in front of the 
carriages a small knot of interested spectators, includ- 
ing Sir Charles Wilson, Mr. Mackenzie Wallace, and 
Osmdn Pacha G-haleb, had collected. The train was a 
very long one, almost stretching across the square from 
one side to the olher. In front were the ladies with 
their children and luggage ; behind, the servants, the 
heavy baggage, and a guard of the King’s Royal Rifle 
Corps ( 60 th regiment) under the command of Major 
Fraser. Some Egyptian officers and a few soldiers 
were also there to accompany the exiles to Suez. 
A first-class carriage in the centre was reserved 
for Ardbi and his companions. Wben I reached Kasr- 
el-NU they had abeady taken their seats. Ardbi, 
Mahmpud Fehmy; and Abd-el-Al were in one com- 
partment ; Toulba, Ali Fehmy, Mahmoud Sdmi, and 
Ydcoub Sdmi in another. They seemed far more 
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cheerful than any ordinary set of Englishmen would 
be under similar circumstances. I clambered up to 
the windows to wish them good-bye, and Ardbi once 
more said a few grateful Vords. 

The order to start was on the poiut of being given 
when Mr. Beaman brought the news that the policeman 
at Ardbi’s house would not allow his son’s wife and her 
sister to leave it. What was to be done? It was becom- 
ing late, the Cairo station-master deprecated any 
further delay, and the quarter of the city in which 
Ardbi’s people lived was some distance pff. Sir 
Charles Wilson, however, clearly told Osmdn Pacha 
G-haleb with some decision of tone that the train 
could not leave till the missing ladies arrived, 'srhere- 
upon the Prefect of Police made a virtue of necessity, 
and sent his own carriage to fetch them. Then 
followed a long and awkward pause. Some of the 
servants came up to say good-bye to me. Mr. Napier 
secured a place for himself and Ardbi’s portman- 
teaus, one or two of the English officers on duty shook 
hands with Ardbi, and Major Fraser himseK (to our 
clients’ very evident satisfaction) took a seat by his 
side. At last the tvjo women, clad entirely in white, 
arrived, and quickly disappeared in one of the car- 
riages set apart for the ladies of the* party. T'he door 
was barely closed upon them when the signal to start 
was given, and in an instant the train which bore 
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Arabi and his friends into exile vanished behind the 
walls of Kasr-el-Nil. It was now nearly midnight, 
but I remained behind for a time, at the invitation 
of some of the officers of the ’second battalion of the 
Highland Light Infantry, to see the splendidly-deco- 
rated apartment which was now their mess-room, and 
had served only four months previously for the sittings 
of the Egyptian National Committee, 

I can very appropriately bring my narrative of 
Arabi’s trial to a close with his departure from Kasr-el- 
Nil. Thff same building which witnessed his earlier 
successes and later triumphs saw him disappear, for 
awhile at least, from the stage of Egyptian history. 
It was ke^e he was liberated from imprisonment by the 
indignant soldiery^; from Kasr-el-Nil the regiment he 
commanded marched to pronnnciamento ^ Abdin; 
at Kasr-el-Nil he laboured as Egjrptian Minister of 
War, and it was here also sat the MedjUs-el-Orfi, 
which confided to him the defence of his country. At 
Kasr-el-Nil I may well let the curtain fall on that 
portion of his story I have tried to tell. How strange 
must have been Ardbi’s own reflections and thoughts 
as he sat in the moonlit courtyard of Kasr-el-Nil 
paiiently waiting for the departure of the train which 
was in* a few minutes to take him away from the 
scone of all the most striking episodes of his careei 
into exile! 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

THE FATE OP THE BANK AND PILE. 

No sooner had the formal sentence of the Court 
Martial been passed on the last of the “ accused of 
the first category” than the Egyptian Government 
began somewhat leisurely to concern itself about the 
fate of the rank and file. Not only were the,prisons 
of the interior filled to overflowing, but nearly one 
hundred persons were still confined on a general and 
undefined charge of high treason in the Daira Saniya. 
Some of the accused in the provinces had sent their 
agents to the capital for the purpose of securing our 
services, and we had also accepted retainers on be- 
half of several of the prisoners detained in the 
extemporized jail at Cairo, although we were only 
allowed to see our clients after the final acceptance, 
of the compromise concerning Ardbi and his most 
prominent associates. Almost the last words spoken 
by Ardbi while waiting at Kasr-el-Nil were to remind 
me of his oft-repeated request to watch over the fate 
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of his comrades, and we certainly spared no exertion 
to follow his instructions, and secure for his adherents 
as favourable conditions as it was possible to expect. 

At this time (December* 26th) Mr. Napier and I 
were jointly charged with the interests of the fol- 
lowing prisoners: — ^Sheikh Muhamed Abdii, Colonel 
Abdul Graffir Bey, Xhmed Bey Eifdt, Osmdn Pacha 
Fouzy, Hasan Moosa El Akdd, Colonel Kadr Kadr, 
and Sheikh Hasan El Edwi (of whom I have already 
spoken at length), besides Emin Bey Shemsi and 
Ahmed Bey Abdza (the two principal merchants and 
landowners of Zagazig), Ahmed Mahmoud and Ibra- 
him Vekil (two members of the Egyptian Chamber), 
Hasan* Pacha Sherai (ex-Minister of Religious Endow- 
ments), Mohana JlfEendi Omar (a notable of Assiout), 
Hasan Pacha Drdmanli (ex-Under-Secretary for the 
Interior), Suleimdn Oomor and the brothers Elfi (also 
of Zagazig), Muhamed Sadr, a native lawyer, and 
Colonel Ibrahim Fouzy : nineteen persons in all. 

It was at first intended to perpetuate the system 
of nominal trials, and pa^ sentences of imprison- 
ment, exile, or fine on aU the lesser offenders who 
should be found guilty. With the exception of the 
charge against Hasan Moosa and Osmdn Pacha Fouzy, 
the otfior cases were almost identical. Our clients had, 
along with the rest of the Egyptians, taken a more 

9, p. 9 
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or less prominent part in the struggle for freedom, 
and not being Turks or Circassians, or possessed of 
powerful friends at Court, they had been selected'to pay 
the penalty of their patriotism. As the case of Artibi 
had settled technically the plea of rebellion, it was clear 
we had nothing to hope from the Eg37ptian tribunals. 
While we were taking counsel with our clients as to 
the most adyantageous course to pursue, the Commis- 
sion of Inquiry released unconditionally Hasan Pacha 
Sherai, the brothers Elfi, and Colonel Ibrahim Fouzy. 

In the best interests of the accused I made a pro- 
posal to the Egyptian Grovemment that the whole 
matter, as far as the individuals we represented were 
concerned, should be dealt with by an administrative 
decree of exile. The idea was not^only adopted but 
extended to pending cases generally. A modification 
favourable to the prisoners was subsequently intro- 
duced providing for the immediate release of a great 
number of persons either on giving security for good 
behaviour or xmdertaking to reside on their estates. 

The Minister of the Ulterior (with the concurrence 
of the Commission of Inquiry and Sir Charles Wilson) 
was charged with the preparation of a classified list of 
the prisoners preparatory to the issue of the decrees, 
and we were to be allowed every facility for the making 
of any representations we might think fit as to the 
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merits of the different cases entrusted to us. Not only 
did our clients approve the arrangement, but many of 
them were delighted to escape the ordeal of a public 
trial and the necessity of pMading guilty. 

Hasan Dr^manli and Hasan Pacha Sherai I saw 
for too short a time to pronounce any opinion as to 
their personal worth. Emin Bey Shemsi, Ibrahim 
Vekil, Ahmed Mahmoud, and Muhamed Sadr, were 
men of intelligence, perfectly capable of assisting in 
the self-government of their country, and all four 
zealous Breemasons. Ahmed Bey Abdza I never met. 
He was released at Zagazig, and hundreds of his 
tenants dragged the boat which bore him homewards 
in triumph to his great country-house in the SharMeh. 
Old Sideimdn Gomor and Colonel Ibrahim Fouzy had 
fought during the war. 

As nobody was able to specify the exact charge 
against each individual “ rebel,” the task of the Com- 
missioners of Preliminary Inquiry was a very difficult 
one. Their perplexity was increased by a schism 
which had broken out in thdr ranks between the new 
President and another member, who thought he had 
the best right to the place. When the list was at last 
presented to Ismail Eyoub and Sir Charles Wilson it 
was almost useless. Those prisoners who were not 
charged with “ going t5 the war ” were gravely in- 
dicted for “wanting to go to the war,” “sympathizing 
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•with the war,” distributing the newspaper, “dress- 
ing up animals as General Wolseley,” “wishing Aidbi 
success,” “ blaspheming the name of the Khedive,” &c. 

In fairness to Ismail Eyoub I must say he did his 
best to do impartial justice at the eleventh hour, and 
gave us every opportunity of urgiug aU we could 
on behalf of our clients. These final negociations 
were tedious in the extreme, and my remaining 
days in Egypt were almost entirely spent in endless 
and weary pilgrimages from the office of Ismail Eyoub 
in the JDaklialiyeli to the Cabinet of Cherif •Pacha in 
the Kharajiyeh (Foreign Office). At last, when I had 
almost come to be regarded as a permanent haunter 
of these Egyptian antechambers, I had the extreme 
satisfaction of seeing Cherif and Ismail Eyoub seal 
the decrees which were to bring our mission in Egypt 
to an ^nd, Eidz’s son, Mahmoud Bey, Cherifs son, 
Ahmed Bey, and Tigrane Pacha, on many occasions 
did their best to help me in hastening a solution. 

At last aU was settled. By the decrees now issued 
(December 29th), Sheikh Abdii was exiled from 
Egypt for three years, Abdul Gafiar Bey for eight, 
Ahmed EiMt Bey and Colonel Kadr Kadr for five, 
Hasan Moosa for twenty (at Massowah), and Muhamed 
Sadr for twelve months. Osmdn Pacha Fouzy, Emin 
Bay Shemsi, and the resf of our clients, were 
released, with or without bail, on undertaking to live 
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for the time to come on their ab&diehSj or country 
estates. In several cases the amount of bail fixed was 
large, and the persons who gave it were required to 
deposit it in hard cash, bvt we took every possible 
precaution to guard against an ultimate forfeiture, 
and saw copies of the receipts for it deposited in the 
British Consulate. • 

In this manner the end of the year 1882 saw the 
close of our labours. I decided to leave Cairo on the 
evening of the 1st January. Urgent business in 
Tunis cojnpelled me to postpone till a more convenient 
season a visit to the Pyramids, the mosques rich in 
tracery and fret-work, the Tombs of the Caliphs, and 
the Citadel. Even honest Hasan’s tempting offer to 
show me Cairo in eight hours, according to a special 
process he had invented for the benefit of Anglo- 
Indian travellers, was powerless to wring from me 
an extra day. I was in no mood for sight-seeing. 
No other pilgrim to the Nile valley had, perhaps, 
ever seen so little of Egypt, and at the same time so 
much of the Egyptians. The knowledge I felt I had 
acquired of the sentiments and ideas of the Egyptian 
people, and of the innermost workings of Egyptian 
hearts, more than compensated me for my imperfect 
acquaintance with the beauties of material Egypt. 
Nay, more — I am not even ashamed to say that, 
during the ten weeks we were engaged in the defence 
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of Ardbi and bis friends, all I saw of outward and 
visible Cairo was strictly limited to two palaces, two 
public offices, two streets, and one prison. 

When I told those amengst our clients who had not 
yet been released of my approaching return to Tunis, 
Ahmed Eifdt Bey prayed me most earnestly that I 
would allow both him and his family to accompany 
me. After the revelations he had made, Egypt was no 
longer a possible place of residence, and he felt sure 
my going would be the signal of some fresh indignity. 
It was in vain Osmdn Pacha Grhaleb in person 
endeavoured to persuade his wife that Tunis under 
French rule was little better than dar-el-harb, or infidel 
territory. Madame Rifdt plainly told him that what 
was good for her husband was good for her and her 
children, and she would brave a mu%h worse journey 
for his sake. This brave little Turkish matron, who 
had never travelled before, quietly packed up her 
belongings, and sent to tell me ten thousand Prefects 
of Police would not prevent her joining the Bey 
before the night-train for Alexandria started. The 
barest hint to Ismail Eyoub that I might possibly 
postpone my departure was sufficient to get Riftit’s 
passports signed and sealed with the greatest possible 
despatch. 

This accomplished I paid farewell visits to Cherif 
Pacha and Ridz. During my stay in Cairo I had many 
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opportunities of studying the character of the states- 
man selected by Lord Dutferin to guide under his aegis 
the destinies of Egypt. Cherif Pacha has been as a rule 
either over-rated or under-rated by those who havo 
described him. He has no claim on the one hand to 
many of the essential qualities of a European politician, 
nor on the other does he in any way deserve to bo 
depicted as a mei% frivolous and Frenchified Turk. 
Cherif is intelligent, painstaking, and well-educated ; 
he has, moreover, for better or for worse, thrown in 
his lot w^th England. Lord Dufferin’s choice was a 
good one. Cherif, as far as the new order of things is 
concerned, is as superior to Eidz as Ridz is to Nubar. 
But mth all his smoir faire Cherif sadly wants 
energy, stability, and the courage of his opinions. 
He is wholly unable to stem the tide of Turkish 
or European intrigue, and he takes refuge in a system 
of placid inaction. He missed for a time the “ master- 
ful hand” which for awhile served him both as a 
guide and a prop, but it is to be hoped that he may 
have since found some such necessary support in Sir 
Evelyn Baring, Policy of his own he has none ; so 
far as English moral assistance, French intrigues, 
and Turkish machinations (all pulling different ways) 
will permit him, lie will discharge his duties as Lord 
Dufforin’s testamentary executor in a decorous and 
respectable manner. His unvarying courtesy and 
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kindness mil ever soften tlie recollection of my official 
intercourse witL. the Egyptian Government. 

Having paid my respects to Cherif , I called with 
the same object on Eiaz." The very great assistance 
given me by his son, Mahmoud Bey, in my weary 
antichambering days at the Dahhaliyeh, made me 
anxious to show him this smalF mark of attention 
before quitting Cairo. I found the ex-Minister of the 
Interior reclining on a sofa apparently deep in tho 
perusal of a large Kordn. He seemed glad to see me, 
and, after the preliminary clearrug of the voice, began 
a set speech in French which he speaks with a kind of 
German accent. “Tunis,” said Ridz, “is, I believe, 
watered entirely by rain, whereas Egypt deperyis for 
its irrigation wholly on the overflow of the Nile. I 
should be extremely obliged by your telling me the 
essentill difference between the agriculture of the two 
countries?” I replied that “I had lately written 
a book about Tunis, where he would find all the 
information he required, and of which I would 
at once send a copy to his son ; ” but I suggested for 
the moment a little talk about Egypt as more to tho 
purpose. He looked steadily at me, I returned his 
gaze, and then we both laughed. We now under- 
stood each other perfectly. His Excellency had 
probably forgotten he had experimented on the 
Tunisian water-supply at our last meeting. Ritiz 
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then began to speak of past events in Egypt, of the 
hollowness of Egyptian Nationalism, of the stern 
necessity for autocratic rule, of the hopelessness of 
any other constitution than that of the stick and the 
oourhash, and of the ungrateful nature of the viper he 
once thought safe under his heel. It was difficult to 
imagine that this man of feeble body and mean presence 
weilded a personal influence second to none in Egypt ; 
an influence strong enough and powerful enough to 
allow him to pose in his retirement as the head 
and representative of that same National cause which, 
in his heart, he loathed and despised. His favourite 
theme was the weakness of others — the vacillation 
of the Khedive, the feebleness of Cherif, and the 
incapacity of his^former colleagues. Did he think it 
was likely the Khedive openly or tacitly connived at 
the September pronunciamento which led to his down- 
fall ? (Test Men possible, was his ready answer. He 
knew how Eg3^t must be ruled, but he must follow 
his own devices and choose his own subordinates. 
He must have a maximum of internal power, and a 
TniriiTm im of external interference. Granted these 
conditions, he, Mustapha Eidz, was as a strong man 
armed. “Tell me honestly,” he said, “which do 
you think is best, despotism (if you like to call it so) 
and order, or leniency and anarchy ? ” His conversa- 
tion was most interesting, but the possibility of such a 
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plan as he fearlessly advocated had passed away. 
Ardbi had, during his brief hour of power, shown the 
Egyptians the possibility of an administration founded 
on the principles of liUerty, justice, and honesty. 
England was pledged to carry out in their entirety 
the very reforms she would not allow Ardbi to com- 
plete. Ridz had consequently bbcome an impossible 
Minister, but he was far more dangerous in oppo- 
sition than in office. As long as we seek to work 
our improvements alone, unaided, and by half mea- 
sures, he will ever be a thorn in our side. • 

By the time these farewell visits were completed 
it was necessary to prepare for my journey. At the 
Kourbdn Bairam Europeans pay complimentary, visits 
to the Egyptians, on New Year’s Day the Egyptians 
are expected to call on the Europeans. When I 
reached' the mai%m du mufti I found that Ismail Pasha 
Eyoub, Osmdn Pacha G-h^leb, and others, had done 
me the honour to leave their cards. Hasan performed 
wonders in the way of packing up, and we gave him a 
satisfactory certificate and a well-earned gratuity of 
ten pounds. He wept profusely at our separation, but 
has since consoled himself by adding two donkies to 
his stud, which I hear he has been considerate enough 
to name after Ardbi’s counsel. Mr* Napier resolved 
to remain behind a week longer to settle our bills, and 
watch the interests of one or two remaining clients. 
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After our farewell dinner, when all was ready for 
a start, I drove for the last time through the familiar 
street to the half-deserted Daira Saniya, now only 
tenanted hy some thirty prisoners. I woke up the 
head-jailer and gave him the following order I had 
obtained from the Dahhal^eh ; — 

To Osmin Shareef Effendi, in charge of the prison at the 
Daira Saniya. 

Allow the prisoner Ahmed Bey Rifat freely to depart with 
Mr. Broadley the English lawyer and tlie officer from the Pre- 
fecture of Police who will accompany him. 

(Signed) Ismail Etoub, 

Minister of the Interior. 

At the gate I had met by appointment Ali, a tall, 
awkward, and very forbidding-looking policeman, 
who had been appointed by the authorities to see my 
client on board, and prevent any conspiring on the 
way. Ali had already put himself in communication 
with his prisoner’s friends, and was entrusted with 
the carrying of a large padlocked tin case fuU of 
cigarettes. Osmdn EfEendi led us upstairs, and 
before going to Rifdt’s room I took a last glance at 
the empty cells of Ardbi and his friend. Rifdt had 
been dressed and waiting these three hours. Poor 
old Kadr Kadr wept bitter tears at parting, Sheikh 
AbdTi,*Hasan Moosa, and one or two others, said good- 
bye in the dark, Osmdn Shareef pleaded for some 
recognition of his valuable services by way of a 
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recommendation to tlie autlioiities, and the Highland 
soldiers on guard gave me a parting salute. A minute 
later Eifdt and I were being rapidly driven through 
the silent streets to the maison du mufti. He could 
hardly persuade himself his freedom was not a dream 
after all. After pausing a few minutes to express my 
acknowledgments for the attentions shown us by Mr. 
Hrosse and Signor Luigi at Shepheard’s, we all 
moved to the station, where Messrs. Cook and Co.’s 
agent brought us our tickets for the French steamer 
“ Asie ” bound for Malta. " 

The unexpected departure of Eifdt’s family had 
been the signal for a great gathering of Cairene 
ladies, who came to the terminus in theis neat 
broughams accompanied by their^ eunuchs. One 
waiting-room was perfectly full, and the crying and 
embracing was almost bewildering. Madame Sara, 
a very beautiful woman, and Eafdt’s divorced wife, 
had come to take leave of her children, and I rather 
suspect meant to detain one of them if she could 
manage to do so. Her cries and the lamentations of 
her friends added materially to the prevailing con- 
fusion. Madame Hamdy, Eifit’s sister, the wife of my 
old enemy of the blotted telegrams,* threw herself on 

A 

her brother’s neck, and would not bo comforted, while 
Madame Sara wept over her eldest boy. The second 

See mte^ Chaptei XIIL p 155* 
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Madame Rifdt, however, managed to secure the three 
children (in spite of some obstruction on the part of 
her more attractive predecessor), and get them safely 
into the train. Rif4t took liis seat opposite to me, 
and did not seem much moved at the tumult which 
was raging around him. Hamdy sent me a message 
by his wife, to say I should ever have a place in his 
prayers for having saved the honour of his family, 
but that for fear of Tewfik he could not come to 
thank me in person. 

MessHS. Napier, Chirol, Beaman, Villiers, Macdonald, 
Evans, and many other friends came to the station 
to see the last of us, and I much regret not being 
able t© reproduce here the graphic and picturesque 
description of th^ scene afterwards published by Mrs. 
Macdonald. We started some three-quarters of an hour 
late, Madame Rifdt with her children and servant in ono 
compartment; Rifdt, Ali, and I in the next. AK made 
himself generally useful, put up his great sword in 
the netting, lighted matches when they were required, 
nursed the children at intermediate stations, and in the 
grey light of early morning told us an agreeable story 
of how he had murdered a man in his own country and 
come to Egypt as a soldier of fortune. This honest 
policefnan gave us no trouble, and accepted a present 
of three dollars at parting with every demonstration 
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of delight. Day dawned just as we were passing 
through Arabi’s lines at Ka£r-el-Dowar. To my great 
relief we were met at Alexandria by the dragoman of 
Messrs. Cook, who secured our luggage, put us into 
carriages and drove us down to the wharf. All seemed 
to he included in the price of the tickets, and our 
conductor even refused a bakhshish. It is difficult to 
exaggerate the convenience of such an arrangement. 
Messrs. Cook’s agency has become almost as important 
an institution for the Egyptian traveller as the 
balcony of Shepheard’s Hotel is for the Egyptian 
politician. 

An hour later the “ Asie ” put to sea. The weather 
was execrable and the rollings of the “ Asie ” indescrib- 
able. Let future travellers avoid, her if possible. 

For five long days my only occupation consisted in 
% 

listening patiently and helplessly to political dis- 
cussions and domestic wrangles of a very diverting 
nature, and which went on incessantly between the 
captain, the doctor, and the steward. The first said 
he was by conviction a democratic Legitimist, and 
declared liis ship was generally known as he Yacht de 
Marseilles ; the second was a radical and free-thinker, 
who practised what he called la mddicine maritime^ 
as a diversion; the third was often drunk, smelled 
terribly of garlic, and sometimes agreed with the 
doctor, and sometimes with the captain, both of 



THE FATE OF THE RANK AND FILE. 


433 


whom insisted on treating him as a sort of Court of 
Appeal. Gentle reader, again let me advise you not 
to travel by the Yacht de Marseilles ! 

At last, late in the afternoon of the 7th January, 
we saw the welcome light of St. Ehno. Before it was 
quite dark we landed. Poor Rifdt * went ofE in fear 
and trembling to fiiTd the Turkish Consul who had 
formerly been his subordinate. I once more mounted 
the “streets of stairs” to the Grand Hotel. Salvo, 
the head waiter, was there to meet me, as before : 
“ Maltese^ people,” he said, “ very glad see Signor 
Awocato safe back. Good thing English General 
did not hang Ardbi before Signor Awocato arrived.” 

• 

^ The Sultan refused Bifat permission to come to Constantinople, 
so he and his family j(farnied to Tunis, where they were hospitably re- 
ceived by General Hamida Ben Ayad, the head of a noble Arab family, 
A short time after his father died, and through the good ojSices of 
Dervesh Pacha he was allowed to return to Stamboul. , If I am not 
much mistaken Ahmed Bey Rifat will make his mark in oriental 
politics yet. 
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PERSONAL IMPRESSIONS OP ARABI AND HIS FRIENDS. 

Aeabi and his cause can hardly be judged sepa- 
rately; it follows, almost as a matter of course, that in 
the long run they must either stand or fall together. 
I fear it is difficult to say whether^ the character of 
Ardhi himself, or the nature of the movement which ho 
led, was for a time at least the subject of more mis- 
conception and more misrepresentation. In order to 
avoid concluding with a political sermon, I have 
throughout my narrative, and during the progress of 
the story of Ardbi’s defence, cited fact after fact to 
prove that Egyptian Nationalism was a genuine, spon- 
taneous, and universal expression of the aspirations of 
the whole Egyptian people ; that Ardbi was elected 
by the tacit and unanimous vote of five millions of his 
fellow-countrymen to be its recognised chief and ex- 
ponent; and that the aim and object of the cause truly 
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called National was to satisfy a perfectly legitimate 
craving for justice, administrative honesty, personal 
security, and political equality. The reason for this 
misconception and misrepresentation is at once ap- 
parent. All the parties to the Egyptian War are in a 
high degree interested in proving Ardhi and his 
friends to be in fault, for the very simple reason 
that if they do not succeed in doing so it is perfectly 
clear that they must either be in the wrong or be 
mistaken themselves. As one side is strong and 
powerful^* and the other weak and broken, it was 
not difficult to disseminate a belief that Egyptian 
Nationalism could have no possible defence. The 
verdict of the moment has already been partly im- 
peached; in .all ^probability history will reverse it 
altogether. The feelings of a whole country cannot 
possibly be hid under a bushel for ever. 

Very shortly after the end of the brief struggle an 
English officer,* who had gained both fame and dis- 
tinction in the war itself, and who could have no 
possible motive for proving the military operations in 
which he had personally taken so conspicuous a part 
to be without justification, set about discovering for 
himself an answer to the question : “ Were Ardbi^s 

* Lord Charles Beresford, Captain B.IS', In The Times of 
January 8. 


2 f2 



43G 


JffOir iru DEFENDED ARABI. 


demands legitimate ? ” He thus sums up the result 
of Ms lalbours : — “ Surely the moyement might he 
called National. Many Englishmen gave it this title 
in May, 1882 , when matters began to look serious— 
among them being several well-known naval officers 
belonging to the English squadron sent to Alexandria 

at the time To look* at the question from 

an Egyptian, and not a European, point of view, 
there can be no doubt that Ardbi had the sympathies 
of the Egj^tian nation with him. The Euroi)cans 
were naturally unable to take an impartial >T.ew of 
the agitation, as any alteration in the state of affairs 
would have materially affected their position. Arabi 
and his party can state they were fighting for I'q^orms, 
and the proof they can adduce as to the righteousness 
of their cause is, as stated above, that England is now 
going to commence these very reforms. They can 
also point to the fact that, while they were in power, 
not one shilling was taken from the public purse 
whatever, except for what they regarded as necessary 
for the public benefit — a singularly uncommon cir- 
cumstance in the East The method of 

raising taxes in the country must appear very nnffl.iV 
to the native Egyptian. The administration of justice 
is another cause of discontent, as well as the fact 
of Europeans holding all the responsible positions of 
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trust.” Mr. Mackenzie Wallace arrives substantially 
at a similar conclusion.* 

So muck, then, for the cause Ar4bi suffered for. 
I now advance a step fartlfer. I not only contend 
that “ all Egypt was with Ardbi,” but 1 assert, with- 
out fear of contradiction, that in the execution of this 
national mission Afdbi and his friends displayed a 
scrupulous honesty, a moderation, and a spirit of 
humanity, which will be honourable to them for all 
time. Shortly after the banishment of Arabi a meeting 
of the Corporation of Foreign Bondholders assembled 
in London to discuss their affairs. Thus spake their 
Chairman, Mr. Bouverie: “The question of Egyptian 
stock Jiad occupied the attention of the Council, and 
until the political difficulties in Egypt arose they 
were working satisfactorily, and he had always 
believed that the difficulties came from the success of 
Egyptian finances. A full exchequer held out great 
temptation. All the talk about Egyptian nationality, 
Ardbi, and the long string of sentiment circulated, 
really meant that Ardbi and his foEowers desired to 
get some of the money.’’ Is it possible to conceive 
any accusation more unfounded or more monstrous ? 
I have already mentioned several facts in illustration 
of what Lord Charles Beresford calls their “ singularly 


^ Yide ante^ Cliapter XXII. pages 284-5. 
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■uncommon honesty.”* E'ven Blum Pacha, no friendly 
■witness on their behalf, attests the extraordinary 
regularity •with •which one of his employes, the late 
Seligman Bey, was enjoined to keep, and actually did 
keep, the Treasury accounts during the administration 
of the National Council at Cairo. The expenses of 
the war were nearly entirely defrayed by voluntary 
subscriptions. All Ardbi and his friends did was 
to draw their usual allowance of military pay. As 
a matter of fact, when they surrendered on the 15th 
September a whole fortnight’s income was«« actually 
due to them. Not satisfied with assuring the cor- 
rectness of the Q-ovemment registers, similar precau- 
tions were adopted as regards the railway, telegraph, 
and other kindred services.! Ardbi and his chief 
associates, after seeing for months the whole wealth 
of Egypt literally at their feet, went into exile with 
little more property than the clothes they stood in, 
and the pittance grudgingly doled out to them by 
the Khedivial Government. 

I have not the slightest doubt *in my o-wn mind that 
Ardbi and his friends were perfectly able to assist in 
the intelligent self-government of their country, and 
carry out efficiently the changes and improvements 

* See ante, Chapter XXIX. page 418. 

I' Vide ante, Chapter XV. page 84, 
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tliey have bequeathed to us as their heirs and suc- 
cessors. Arabi was no mere dreamer or enthusiast. 
He was, as seen from an Egyptian point of view, an 
educated and naturally aMe man, well acquainted 
with his country and his country’s wants, endowed 
with much energy and a thorough honesty of 
purpose. Egypt needed nothing more than this. His 
lack of political knowledge and ignorance of the 
refinement of European politics would disqualify him 
as a supreme ruler ; but with a patriotic and strong- 
minded sovereign as his chief he could have helped 
the Egyptians to walk alone, and given them the 
justice, equality, and security they craved for. Egypt 
requii’ed neither a Talleyrand nor even a Cavour; 
what she wanted was a chief from amongst her 
own children who would do right as between man and 
man, treat the rich and poor alike, and so carry out 
her bloodless revolution of reform. All this Ardbi 
cotdd do better than any one else, and might have 
effected but for ? Let us say with Ardbi him- 

self, “the decrees of Providence not seconding his 
efforts.” During their brief hour of power the 
Nationalists tried undoubtedly to put their principles 
in practice.* 

* The article in the Fortnightly Review I have previously quoted 
says ; — “ In the time of the National party’s supremacy the poor were 
never turned away, and their oases were careMly examined. An extor- 
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Lord Dufierin came to Egypt confessedly to save 
the situation. He spent some months in the careful 
study of Egyptian requirements, and he devoted his 
industry, his rare intelligence, and his mature expe- 
rience to discover a remedy. The result of his labours 
as presented to both Houses of Parliament is before 
me; beside it lies the translation of a sketch of 
“ necessary reforms for the well-being of Egypt,” 
written by ArAbi in his cell a week before his trial. 
Let us for a moment compare the two, and so judge 
Ardbi by the light of Lord Dufferin. 

Lord Dtjeebrin’s Scheme foi* the AbIbi’s Memorandum on 
RsORaANISATlON of EOYPT. EGYPTIAN RePORM, 

Felbruary 6th, 1883. November 26th, 1882, 

Although I am in a prison and 
in the hand«f my enemies, I am 
comparatively little anxious about 
my present state of humiliation, 


tionate official met with no mercy, and the party in power cared for power 
and not for money. It was the first struggle in the East against 
bribery and its attendant evils ; and the cause of the unprecedented 
popularity of Ar^bi undeniably lay in the personal attention he gave 
to the poor equally with the rich, and in his invariable refusal to 
accept money for acts of justice. I remember one lady who had been 
deprived of some property worth about 4,000Z. She laid her case 
before the Minister, and shortly afterwards he called her, and in- 
formed her that in a day or two he would restore the land. Scarcely 
able to believe her good fortune, she entreated him, as a matter of 
course, to accept ten feddms^ or acres, as a present. The suggestion 
very nearly cost her the case.” 
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Lord Lufferin^s Scheme, 
ought to be no difficult 
task to endow the Egyptian people 
with good goYernment. On the 
contrary, there are many circum- 
stances which indicate the present 
moment as propitious for the in- 
auguration of a new era.” 


ArdWs Memorandum, 
and I do not think only of wliat 
may happen to me in the future. 
As I have from the yery first 
only sought to ensure the freedom 
of my country, my constant con- 
cern even now is about its happi- 
ness, and its rescue from certain 
venemous and powerful vipers with 
which it is struggling. One of 
the greatest of Egypt’s difficulties 
and dangers comes from the 
usurers and money-lenders, who 
hare sucked the very blood of the 
peasants, and illtreat the natives 
whom they despoil, and whose 
hardly acq^uired gains they carry 
away by handfuls. Another of 
the lamentations of Egypt is on 
account of the foreigners, who 
fill the highest posts, receive the 
largest salaries, and leave no room 
anywhere for the natives of the 
country. The non-Egyptian Mos- 
lems who surround the Govern- 
ment on every side seek to keep 
the Egyptian in the lowest state 
of degradation and ignorance, in 
order that they may always con- 
tinue to oppress and tyrannise 
over the free inhabitants of the 
country, without themselves pos- 
sessing any real superiority of 
knowledge, natural talents, or 
civilisation. These, then, are the 
enemies of progress, always striv- 
ing, even as serpents, to tear to 
]neces the body of a defenceless 
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Lord LufeHrCsi Sclirme. 


“As a consequence, responsi- 
bilities have been inaposed upon 
us. Europe and the Egyptian 
people, whom we have undertahen 
to rescue from anarchy , have alike 
a right to require that our inter- 
vention should be beneficent and its 
results enduring ; that it should 
obviate all danger of future per- 
turbations, and that it should 
leave established on sure foun- 
dations the principles of justice, 
liberty, and public happiness.” 


Arabics Memomndiim, 
people, who tried in vain to escape 
from their relentless grasp, and 
who can now only hope for suc- 
cour from the champions of truth 
and liberty amongst the English 
nation, which, in the past, set 
herself before the world as the 
constant defender of every worthy 
cause. 

I have thus tried to describe 
in a few words some of the more 
violent symptoms of the chronic 
disease under which Egypt is suf- 
fering, in order that^a wise phy- 
sician may find an appropriate 
remedy for it. Now the English 
nation has taken upon itself 
spontaneously the special care of 
Egyptian affairs, which is verily 
a task of great responsibility 
before the civilised world, and 
before the history of this critical 
age. It consequently behoves 
the wise men amongst them to 
devise carefully the means of 
coping most effectually with the 
disease. My knowledge of the 
real state of affairs in my country, 
and my ardent desire to promote 
its happiness, have induced me 
therefore, even in captivity and 
surrounded with trouble, to make 
a few remarks by way of appeal 
to the calm reflection and impar- 
tial judgment of the champions of 
right in England. 

1st, The ruler of Egvpt must 
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“ Her actual rulers are still 
supplied, indeed, from a foreign 
stock, but the progenitor of the 
race was one of the most illustri- 
ous men of the present century, 
who proved his right to found a 
dynasty by emancijpating those he 
ruled from the arbitrary thraldom 
of an imi^erious suzerain. His 
successors have carried the libera- 
tion of their adopted country still 
further, and the Prince now sitting 
on the Khedivial throne represents, 
at all events, the principle of au- 
tonomous Government, of heredi- 
tary succession, and commercial 
independence,” 

“ I would press upon Her Ma- 
jesty’s Government a more ge- 
nerous policy— such a policy as 
is implied by the creation, within 
certain prudent limits, of repre- 
sentative institutions, of munici- 
pal and communal self-govern- 
ment, and of a political* existence 
untrammelled by external impor- 
tunity, though aided, indeed, as it 
must be for a time, by sympathe- 
tic advice and assistance. Indeed, 
no middle course is possible. The 


Arabi's Memomndum, 
be an Egyptian, well acquainted 
with the countiy, popular amongst 
the Egyptians, of sufficient in- 
fTuence to impose his authority by 
moral force, and wholly uncon- 
nected with the recent events. 
The present Khedivial family could 
give us, I believe, such a ruler, but 
he must fulfil all the above condi- 
tions. If England really desires 
it she can find such a man, The 
Sultan of the Osmanlis can never 
hope to regain his ancient hold over 
the minds of the Egyptians. He en- 
couraged us in our search for free- 
dom, approved our resistance to 
invasion (all this, it now appears, 
from selfish motives), and at last 
deserted us in our misfortunes. 
Turkey has never done good to 
Egypt. The further interference 
of the Sultan with her internal 
affairs can only be for the evil of 
that country. 

2nd. The Government of Egypt 
ought to be a Constitutional one. 
There should be a council of 
Ministers, each of whom must be 
responsible for his acts towards 
the whole Cabinet, and the Minis- 
try, as a body, to be responsible 
to the country. 
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Lord Dufferinh Scheme. 
Valley of tlie Nile could not be 
administered with any prospect of 
success from London. An attempt 
upon our part to engage in suck 
an undertaking would at once ren- 
der us objects of hatred and sus- 
picion to its inhabitants. 

Though hitherto Eastern so- 
ciety has only been held together 
by the coercive forces of abso- 
lutism, it must be remembered 
that, on the one hand, the Ma- 
liomedan religion is essentially 
democratic; and, on the other, 
that the primitive idea of the 
elders of the land assembling in 
council round their chief has never 
altogether faded out of the tradi- 
tions of the people. Even the 
elective principle has been to some 
degree preserved amongst their 
village communities. If, there- 
fore, we found ourselves upon 
what already exists, and endea- 
vour to expand it to such propor- 
tions as may seem commensurate 
with the needs and aptitudes of 
the country, we may succeed in 
creating a vitalised and self-ex- 
istent organism, instinct with 
evolutionary force. In order to 
obtain onr ends, we must lay the 
foundation broad and deep/’ 


ArdMs Memorandvm. 


3rdr There should be an Elec- 
tive Ghamher and a Council of 
Notables (or old men ”). All 
laws and legislative measures 
should be submitted to them, and 
they must be allowed full liberty 
of discussion and oritmism. Elec- 
tions must be free, as in civilised 
countries. For five years those 
Chambers might only have a con- 
sultative voice, and during that 
time the Government might not 
be bound to always act on their 
advice. I fully believe by that 
time the Egyptians would learn 
to deserve more extended powers. 



PERSONAL IMPRESSIONS OF ARABL 


445 


Lord Duff&rirCs Sciwue* Ardhi^s M^fi^iOTauduni* 

Synopsis op peoposbo Eoyf- 
TUN Institutions. 

1. The Village Constituency • 

— Oomposed of representatives of 
each circumscription, chosen by 
manhood suffrage, who are the 
depositaries of the village vote. 

2. The Provincial Councils , — 

(Varying in number from four to 
eight members.) — Chosen by the 
spokesmen of the villages. 

8, The Legislative Council . — 

Consisting of twenty-six mem- 
bers, of whom twelve are nomi- 
nated by the Khedive on the 
advice of his Ministers, and six- 
teen are elected by the Provincial 
Council^. 

4. The General Assembly . — Of 
eighty members ; eight ministers, 
twenty- six members of the Legis- 
lative Council, forty-six delegates 
elected by the spokesmen of the 
villages. 

5. Eight Alinisters, — Eespon- 
sible to the Khedive. 

6. His Highness the Khedive.” 

It may be objected that the 
foregoing machinery does not 
really embody the Parliamentary 
principle in the true acceptation 
of the tferm, both the Council of 
Legislation and the General As- 
sembly being consultative rather 
than law-making bodies ; but few 
people would be prepared to main- 
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Lord Dufferm^s Scheme. 
tain that Egypt is yet ripe for 
pure popular government.’’ 


There is no doubt that the 
fact of foreigners in Egypt being 
exempt from taxation to which 
its inhabitants are subject is ex- 
tremely galling to the native 
mind. The removal of so glaring 
an injustice would do much to- 
wards suppressing the very gene- 
ral feejing that the philanthropy 


Arabics Meynorandmu 

4th. The proceedingb of the 
two Assemblies to be public, and 
inserted in Arabic and Pi’ench 
papers — ^this would accustom the 
natives to take pact in their own 
affairs; and prepare them for poli- 
tical life. At the expiration of 
five years, powers of Assembly to 
be definitely fixed according to 
what experience may suggest — 
and these Ministers would be 
wholly responsible tff the Cham- 
ber. 

5th. Political laws ought to 
be made, determining the powers 
and special privileges* of the 
ruler, the duties of Ministers — ^no 
act of thelruler to be valid unless 
approved by the Cabinet, or by 
the special Minister whom it 
may concern. The ruler shall 
have no direct communications 
with Foreign Representatives 
ox their Governments except 
through his Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. 

6th. Perfect ei^uality between 
all the inhabitants of Egypt ; no 
difference to be made between 
foreigners and natives with re- 
gard to general treatment, to the 
payment of taxes, and so on. 
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Lord DufferirCs Scheme. 
of foreign GoTernments towards 
tlxe Egyptians becomes paralysed 
the moment the pecuniary in- 
terests of their own subjects are 
affected.” 

The chief requirement of 
Egypt is justice. A pure, cheap, 
and simple system of justice will 
prove more beneficial to the 
country than the largest Consti- 
tutional privileges. The structure 
of society in the East is so simple 
that, provit^d the taxes are 
righteously assessed, it does not 
require much law-mahing to make 
the people happy 5 but the most 
elaborate legislation would fail to 
do so if the laws invented for 
them were not equ^Jably en- 
forced.” 

‘^At this moment there is no 
real justice in this country. What 
})asses under that name is a 
mockery, both as regards the 
tiibunals themselves, and the 
CO) pus juris they pretend to ad- 
minister.” 

It is evident that all our 
efforts to provide Egypt with 
appropriate administrative ma- 
chinery will be vain unless we caiji 
depend upon the various^ parts of 
which that machinery is com- 
posed performing with efficiency 
the duties allotted to them. Nor 
have the Egyptian people a right 


ArdMa Memorandum, 


7th. A thorough reform of ju- 
dicial administration being accom- 
plished, a uniform body of laws 
should be applied in all the 
Courts of Justice in Egypt ; 
those laws ought to be in accord- 
ance with the customs and nature 
of the inhabitants; the execution 
and proper carrying out of the 
law to be accurately watched over, 
in order to leave no room for un- 
due influence, and the old system 
of observing the law apparently 
and evading it in reality. 


8th. Special care to be taken 
of national education, and the 
diffusion of knowledge to all parts 
of the country — and more particu- 
larly the knowledge of the laws 
and institutions of the land, in 
order to increase the number of 
those who are able to apply the 
laws. 
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to complain that the Departments 
are unduly crowded with foreign 
officials if it is impossible to find 
natiye employes possessing the 
necessary education and other 
qualifications for occupying the 
posts now, through the sheer ne- 
cessities of the case, intrusted to 
strangers. If this grieyance, and 
it is undoubtedly a legitimate 
one, is to be got rid of, it can 
only be by the Egyptian Govern- 
ment taking in hand, in an ener- 
getic and conscientious manner, 
the education of the rising gene- 
ration.’* 

But there are other radical re- 
forms which will have to be inau- 
gurated before the Civil Service 
of Egypt can become either effi- 
cient or economical. Unfortu- 
nately, the introduction of these 
will occasion much dissatisfaction, 
and may inflict some individual 
hardship.” 

“ In his Report of the 18th Sep- 
tember last, transmitted to your 
Lordship by Sir Edward Malet, 
Mr. Fitzgerald has shown that the 
number of employes in the service 
of the Egyptian Government is 
ridiculously in excess of the public 
needs.” 

*««*»• 

“ IS’evertheless, it is very desira- 
ble that the European staff should 
be conriderably reduced, especially 


Arabics Memorandum* 


9th. The unnecessaiy European 



such of them to be kept as may 
be really useful and necessary; 
their salaries to be fixed in ac- 
cordance with the resources of the 
country, and a proportion to be 
observed between their salaries and 
those allowed to natives, in order 
to avoid jealousy and discontent 
by undue partiality. 
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Lord Solieme* ArdWs Memorandum. 

where it has been duplicated for 
political reasons.” 

* * * * * * * 

There is no service in Egypt of lOfch. ISTatives ought not to be 


which the people have more just 
reason to complain than that by 
which the cadastral survey of the 
country has been conducted, and 
it is not surprising that it attracted 
the attention of the Chamber of 
Notables. 

“ The cost has been excessive, 
the results ^all ; and the ser- 
vice lias been crowded with Euro- 
pean employes, whose technical 
knowledge has not always been of 
a high order. 

Inowprooeed to call your Lord- 
ship’s attention to one of the most 
distressing subjects connected with 
the present social condition of this 
country. It is a question of recent 
growth, namely, the encumbered 
condition of a considerable propor- 
tion of the fellaheen lands, espe- 
cially in the Delta.” 

“ Unfortunately, the 5,000,000^. 
of mortgage debt above referred 
to does not by any means repre- 
sent the whole of the fellah’s in- 
debtedness. I am told, on good 
authority, that he owes at least 
another 3,000,000z. or 4,000,000^. 
to the village usurer, who holds 
his bond, and is able to sell him 


kept back from employment, and 
from occupying any official post, 
so long as they possess the neces- 
sary qualities ; persons excluded 
from Government functions on 
account of their association with 
the late events ought also to be 
allowed to compete for employ- 
ment, if they are capable enough 
to do so. 


11th. Special attention ought to 
be paid to the quebtion of ubiu*y, and 
the means of preventing usureis 
from employing the most unfair 
meaiib to despoil the nation. 
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up willi the ^amo sinisier expedi- 
tion as the laorlgagoo.’’ 

“ Having thus satisfied the mo- 
ral requirements of Egypt by pi^- 
viding her with domestic security, 
freedom, and justice, wo may now 
turn to consider her luatorial needs. 
Tile wealth ot Egyi>t springs from 
the soil, ■uho''e f<‘rtility is entirely 
dependent upon uTigatioii. Year 
after 3 <\nr th(‘ Nile ('onvey^ in its 
nl iiueiit u at ers i ielici ircui burcs than 
tUd ever th<' fabled Paetoliib.’* 

“At the present moment no 
ar(‘ iabuxning in the interests of 
the world ut large. The deside- 
ratum of every one is an Egypt 
peaceful, prosperous and contented, 
able to pay its debts, capable of 
maintaining order along the Canal, 
and ofiering no excuse in the 
troubled condition of its affairs for 
interference from outside. France, 
Turkey, every European power 
must be as anxious as ourselves 
for the attainment of thcbc results, 
nor can they be jealous oi the 
moans wo take to beeure them. 

“ The very fact of our having en- 
do^ved the country with represen- 
tative institiition«4 is a proof of our 
disint(*restediicss.’* 


AnWs Memorandum. 


12ih. Care must be taken of the 
irrigation works and other means 
of fertiliring the soil. These have 
been greatly neglected, and they 
touch the very life of Egypt. 


12th. All the foregiing measnrob 
under existing circumstances must 
be adopted and carried out under 
the supervision and direction of 
Directors specially appointed by 
the British Government for a cer- 
tain time,«ttntil those reforms have 
produced their effect, and the 
Egyptians become capable of con- 
ducting their own affairs. 

If tliese reforms are carefully 
studied and carried out, the Egyp- 
titin people will see the end of 
the long and painful disease under 
which it has been labouring, 
through the wisdom of its medical 
advisers, and England will have 
accomplkbed her task in a manner 
which will reflect greal honour 
upon her. ’ 

(Signed) Ahmeb AeAbi the 
Egyptian. 
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I leave my readers to draw their own conclusions. 
Lord Dufferin may have improved on Arabi’s plan, or 
even invented a more complete one, but in the result 
he has been compelled to leave to restored Pachadom 
the almost impossible task of working out a Nationalist 
programme without the Nationalists. 

Ardbi was by no nieans the only EgyptianNationalist 
of character and capacity. He certainly possessed the 
best qualifications to lead, but others showed more 
than ordinary ability in giving practical effect to his 
plans. Hdhmoud Sdmi’s letters and official documents 
are evidence of no mean intellectual powers. YAcoub 
Sdmi was unquestionably an excellent administrative 
officer^ with a great facility for arrangement and orga- 
nisation. Ali Fehmy and Abd-el-Al were both good 
soldiers, and Mahmoud Fehmy the best engineer Egypt 
could boast of. I need not seek further instances 
amongst the rank and file of their adherents. My own 
personal impressions of Ardbi and his Mends leave little 
doubt on my mind that i£ they had only received that 
sincere and hearty co-operation of their immediate sove- 
reign which they once expected, and had escaped the 
misfortune of an armed foreign intervention, they 
could have satisfactorily accomplished, in their own 
way and aecordmg to .their own lights, the naission 
which all Egypt 'confided to them. 

f 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

SOVERKIGNTY OR SUZERAINTY ? 

In oiiciital politics it has almost become an axiom 
that “ the impossible is most likely to happen.” I one 
day heard an Egyptian personage say with every ap- 
pearance of sincerity that there were two apparently 
impossible things connected with onr recent warlike 
operations ” which he never had been able to under- 
stand. The first was why we ever wanted the Turks 
to go to Egypt; the second was, when we did ask 
them to go, why they never went. When one reflects 
for an instant on the incalculable harm Turkey has 
wrought to Egypt, it certainly does seem strange that 
we ever regarded Turkish intervention as a sort of 
patent remedy for her misfortunes. It is also equally 
extraordinary, when we recall the tortuous intrigues 
which Turkey resorted to during two entire years to 
provide an excuse for her interference, to comprehend 
the reason why she failed at the last moment to 
gather the fruit which was ripe for her plucking. 

A portion of this chapter has been reprinted from an article in 
the Fortmghtlff Review (December 1888 ), entitled “ Turkish Intrigues 
in Egypt,” by special pormission'of Mr. T. H. S. Escott, the Editor. 
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SoYereignty or Suzerainty ? Shall Turkish influ- 
ence be a political reality or a diplomatic fiction ? 
These are the questions with which we are face to 
face to-day. The imporrance of tliis particular 
problem has led me to detach it from the general 
discussion as to Egypt’s future, England will appa- 
rently soon have l;o make up her mind on the 
subject, for we learn that an envoy of the Sultan has 
already found his way to the Soudan and that an 
Imperial Commission may be shortly expected at 
Cairo. 

If one would realize the baneful consequences of 
Turkish misrule, the state of the adjacent vali of 
Tripoli affords a convenient opportunity of doing so. 
There we have as the result of half a century of pxiro 
and unadulterated Turkish administration only misery, 
desolation, and ruin. 

The two most able members of the Egyptian 
Khedivial family in Egypt very clearly realized the 
meaning and the consequences of Turkish suzerainty 
in that country. They saw in the all-absorbing, 
nothing-yielding “ protection ” of the Sultan-Caliph, 
the inevitable destruction of the land over which they 
ruled. Ottoman supremacy has certainly never done, 

^ This was written prior to tlie news of Hicks Packa’s disaster. 
We are now told that Turkey must undertake the reconquest of the 
lost provinces. 
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and in all human probability will nerer do, anything 
for the good of Egypt ; it has paralysed her efiorts 
for freedom in the past^ and, if still powerful and 
unchecked, will undoubtedly exercise a still more fatal 
influence in the future. 

It is worse than useless to describe the hopeless 
corruption and anarchy which day by day increas- 
ingly pervades every department of the Turkish 
executive, both at home and abroad. In 1877, Mr. 
Gladstone admits,* “ that the arts of falsehood have 
received a portentous development in Turkey ; ” and 
he proceeds to speak of the “falsehood, chicane, 
mockery, perversion of justice, and denial of re- 
dress,” which characterised the conduct of the»Porte 
in regard to certain important events which were 
then occupying public attentiQja. A change for the 
worse has come since then. The Pan-islamic vagaries 
of the Father of the Faithful have failed to set Europe 
by the oars, but they have increased in a remarkable 
manner the confusion, corruption, and “portentous 
development of falsehood,” of which Mr. Gladstone 
six years ago complained. During the reigns of the 
Sultan Abd-el-Aziz and his predecessors, the dual 
administration of the Porte and the Palace worked 
fairly weU, at any rate as far as outward appearances 

“Aggression in Egypt,” Mneteeth GenUry, Augnst, 1877, 
p.165. 
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were concerned. It resembled, doubtless in many 
ways', a game of battledore and shuttlecock (the two 
great departments being the battledores and the 
business in hand the shuttlebock), but then the end 
did come at last, and a solution was sooner or later 
obtainable. The Palace has now almost entirely 
absorbed the functiohs of the Porte, and the reins of 
government are consequently, for all practical pur- 
poses, in the hands of one man. It is true that his 
friends assert mysteriously that Abdul Hamid is the 
greatest ^diplomatist in Europe. Not only are the 
proofs of his transcendent ability entirely wanting, 
but the visible consequences of his acts lead to a very 
differtgat conclusion. It is almost impossible to deny 
that under the auspices of the present Sultan-Caliph 
misgovernment at Stamboul has reached a oHmax it 
would be difiBcult to surpass. 

The founder of the Egyptian vice-regal family 
soon discovered the pernicious effects of active 
Turkish interference in the affairs of his country. 
In accordance with his own nature, and the ideas of 
the times in which ho lived, Mehcmet Ali sought to 
sever the connection between Egypt and Turkey at 
the point of the sword. His son Ibrahim led a 
victorious army to with\n almost a hundred miles of 
Stamboul, his troops occupied the holy places of 
Islam, and the very existence of the empire was 
threatened. Mohemet Ali paused only at the com- 
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maTid of Europe. The fimran of the 13th February, 
1841 (wliich finally defined his powers as Vicerby of 
Egypt) was preceded by a Convention, in the 
preamble of which it is stated that the Sultan had 
appealed to the Powers for ‘Hheir support and 
assistance in the midst of the difficulties in which he 
found himself involved, in consequence of the hostile 
conduct of Mehomet Ali, Pacha of Egypt, which 
menaces the integrity of the Ottoman Empire and the 
independence of the throne of the Sultan.” During 
the rest of tho reign of Mehemet Ali, the Sultan- 
Caliphs prudently limited their protection ” of 
Egypt to the receipt of a fixed annual tribute amount- 
ing to about 325,000Z. , 

Tho succeeding administrations of Abbas and Said 
witnessed repeated attempts on the part of Turkey to 
renew her ancient policy of active internal interference 
in Egypt. Ismail Pacha, however, was keenly alive 
to the necessity of maintaining the semi-independence 
striven for by Mehemet Ali. He did not attempt to 
follow in the militant path of his grandfather, but 
sought to keep his suzerain at a distance, and obtain 
such further immunities and privileges as would 
guarantee the practical autonomy of Egypt by a pro- 
cess which he himself, euphoniously' enough, describes 
as “ kissing the carpet.” * By the firman of the 27th 


* See Chapter IL page 16* 
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May, 1866, ho secured the succession for his eldest 
son,” the transmission of pachalih of Egypt in the 
direct line for ever, together with complete freedom 
of action as regards the internal administration of the 
country ; the firman of the 8th June, 1867, gave him 
the title of Khedive and the power to conclude com* 
mercial treaties, grant concessions, &c. ; other im- 
portant riglits were acquired by the firmans of the 
25th September, 1872, and the 10th September, 1873, 
and finally the whole of the privileges and immunities 
thus gramted were solemnly ratified and confirmed by 
a general firman issued on the 8th June, 1873. So 
far did Ismail Pacha succeed in attenuating the power 
of the Sultan of Turkey in Egypt, that in th^ Kththu, 
or Friday pray^, the oflficiating irndm invoked the 
blessing of Allah on “ the arms of Islam,’’ and not, as 
formerly, on “the armies of the head of the Ottoman 
Empire.” The process of “kissing the carpet” was 
unfortunately a most expensive one, and Ismail Pacha 
was only the “dearly beloved son” of the Sultan- 
Caliphs as long as he had something to give. In his 
prosperous days Turkish envoys or commissioners 
rarely appeared at Cairo, and then only as the bearers 
of complimentary letters or decorations ; Ismail ren- 
dered? cheerfully the military assistance required of 
him; paid his yearly tribute, now increased to 
750,000 Turkish pounds, and gave costly presents 
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to tbo Sultan and his ministers whenever they desired 
them. The “ kissing the carpet ” became more and 
more onerous, but the system answered admirably while 
it lasted. It helped most materially the financial ruin 
of the Khedive Ismail, but he rightly or wrongly 
thought the practical liberation he hoped to obtain for 
himself and his people worth the great sacrifice he 
made. 

In the early days of last May I journeyed to Con- 
stantinople. I do not propose to allude in detail 
either to the indescribable political confusion which 
reigns there, or to the equally indescribable social 
misery which seems to result from it. Their indirect 
connection with the subject of Turkish suzerainty in 
Egypt would hardly justify my dojng so. I may 
mention, however, that while I, was at Stamboul, the 
Sultan’s chief eunuch, his Highness Behrem Agha, 
possessed supreme influence at the Yildiz Kiosk j the 
whole native population could be conveniently sub- 
divided into those who were permitted to kiss the 
palm of his hand, and those condemned to embrace 
the sole of Ids foot ; while three days had been spent 
in serious diplomatic deliberations as to whether the 
Ambassador of the Emperor of G-ermany was to first 
pay his respects to Behrem Agha, or whether Bdhrem 
Agha must first call on the German Ambassador. I 
believe Behrem ultimately triumphed. It is also 
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interesting to know that His Majesty the Sultan 
employs three thousand spies in Constantinople alone, 
and that the secret police service costs him 18,000^. a 
month, that he spends all liis time in reading the 
reports of this department, and that no kind of 
business, however simple, can be transacted without 
recourse to a well org*anised and thoroughly recognized 
system of bakhshish. While I was in the Turkish 
capital, people were congratulating themselves that 
some firman connected with a tobacco monopoly had 
at last been issued at the moderate cost of 3,000?., 
and this it seems was the first affair which had been 
successfully carried through for a very long time. 
The Sultan is personally most industrious, and insists 
on every State j)aper passing through his hands. 
During the acute stage of some recent political crisis, 
an Ambassador found him before a table piled up 
with documents, and busily engaged in reading them. 
It transpired that His Majesty was correcting the 
rules and regulations for the caf^-chantants in some 
obscure town on the banks of the Bosphorus. 

I took an early opportunity of calling on Kheir-ed- 
Din Pacha, who left Tunis five years before in 
disgrace, “ kissed the carpet ” effectually at Stamboul, 
because Grand Vizier of the Ottoman Empire, and 
has now retired to a new and splendid palace in the 
outskirts of Constantinople. He was only in power 
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a few months, as the Sultan declined, and still 
declines, to accept an elaborate project for an Otto- 
man Constitution, which Khoir-ed-Din had compiled 
when winning his spurs hs a Tunisian Statesman, and 
which he has tenaciously clung to ever since. Our 
conversation very naturally turned on Egypt. “You 
English,” said Kheir-ed-Din, “hare a terrible difficidty 
Jh has, but we can settle it for you with the greatest 
possible ease. You must come to us sooner or later 
if you would avoid a squabble with your European 
allies. All his Majesty the Sultan wants is Jor Eng- 
land to recognize fully, unreservedly <md effectually, 
the position of Egypt as a Turkish province, and to be 
allowed to assist in its re-organisation. This arrange- 
ment would save you an infinity of trouble, and 
would enable you to avoid all responsibility, and at 
the same time to steer clear of international complica- 
tions. Do not be deceived— the name of Islam and 
the prestige of the Caliph will have a magical effect 
on the minds of the Egyptians. Ismail Pacha 
endeavoured to lessen our hold on Egypt. We taught 
him a lesson. He tried to walk alone, but when he 
ceased to lean on Turkey he lost his throne.” Seeing 
I was hardly convinced, he continued, “ What I pro- 
pose is very easy to carry out. . Mr. Gladstoiie, our 
former foe, has now become a just man. He calls 
His Majesty the Sultan the Sovereign of Egypt. All 
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he has to do is to submit his plans to us, and we shall 
assist him in carrying them out. Once agreed on 
the subject of Egypt, and the most important con- 
sequences must of necessity flow from our fresh 
alliance. We shall present a united front to our 
common enemy, Russia, and we may eyen join in 
compelling France 1)0 follow your example in the 
matter of Tunis. If you persist, however, in dis- 
regarding our rights you must not complain if we 
enter into other combinations.” 

The i^eas of Kheir-ed-Din Pacha on the subject 
of the Egyptian question and its solution found favour 
at Stamboul, and a few days after I saw him I learned 
he wqs summoned to the Yildiz Kiosk, but his ob- 
stinacy in the matter of the Constitution once again 
prevented the possibility of his return to power. 
Comfortable solutions of diplomatic difficulties are 
now-a-days so much in favour that I have but little 
doubt some suggestion akin to the one made me by 
Kheir-ed-Din Pacha has been or will be heard in 
Downing Street. It is, therefore,* all important at the 
present juncture that England should understand the 
true meaning of Turkish influence in Egypt, and 
nothing can illustrate it bettor than to trace its action in 
that country during the past four years. To completely 
unravel the tangled skein of Turkisk intrigue would 
be, I think, impossible ; but during the tinie I was 
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onjijagocl in tlio defence of Anibi and his friends I 
had an exceptional opportunity of attempting the 
task, being to some extent (and certainly as much 
as any European ever '"can be) behind the scenes. 
The fatal consequences which resulted from the 
temporary ascendancy and success of Turkish in- 
fluonce and intrigue in Egypt* are such as, I am 
convinced, mil cause England and Europe to hesitate 
before allowing that unfortunate country, by a grave 
political on’or, to become once more the prey of 
Pachadom and the Vantage ground of th^ tortuous 
diplomacy of the Yildiz Kdosk. Her present position 
is an mienviablo one, but, if possible, I think Egypt 
is bettor off as a bone of European contention than 
as the unprotected victim of Turkish and Circassian 
rapacity. 

I shall now resume the story of the relations 
between Egypt and Turkey, which I have brought 
down to the general firman obtained by Ismail Pacha 
in 1873. Six years later England and France were 
pleased to desire the removal of the Khedive Ismail. 
As I have abeady pointed out, one of the principal 
aims of his policy had been the gradual release of 
Egypt from the ties which united her to Turkey. He 
used to say that he desired to i^ake Egypt the pffint of 
contact between the civilisation of the East and that 
of the West. His shrewd common sense convinced 
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Tiim very early in Ms career that the idea of progress 
was wholly incompatible with that of an all-absorbing 
Sultan-Caliph. To get rid of Ismail, England and 
Prance most unfortunately Made the fatal mistake of 
appealing to Abdul Hamid. The Porte hastened 
to comply with their request, for the fountains of 
Ismail’s lavish generosity were dried up. The Khedive 
Ismail retired from the scene, and Turkey — arbitrator 
between him and the Powers — regained her lost 
ascendancy. Kheir-ed-Din was then in office as Grand 
Vizier. J[n my interviews with him at Constantinople 
he repeatedly alluded to the fate of Ismail as a signal 
warning to everybody who would ignore the power 
of the Sultan-Caliph, in what was described last year 
as “ the brightest jewel of the imperial crown.” 

The vizirial "telegram of the 27th June, 1879, 
which requested the Khedive Ismail to retire, nomi- 
nated Ms eldest son, Mehemet Tewfik Pacha, in Ms 
stead. PTothing could have suited better the views 
of Abdul Hamid. The new Khedive — young, inexpe- 
rienced, educated entirely in Egypt, an honest lover of 
intrigue for its own sake, and, as we have seen, wholly 
wanting in. any stability of character — at once looked 
to the Sultan for protection against that foreign 
European influence ^rhioh had proved fatal to his father 
and at the same time sought to conceal the diminished 
prestige involved in his acceptance of the Anglo- 
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French, condominium by ostentatiously parading his 
liege lord the Stiltan as a consenting party tor the 
transaction. The opportunity was too good to be lost. 
A few words insidiously introduced into the new firman 
of investiture, issued on the 30th July, 1879, almost 
entirely destroyed the effects of Ismail Pacha’s costly 
efforts for practical autonomy. Tt is not surprising 
that, under these circumstances, Abdul Hamid con- 
ceived the idea of making Egypt a centre of the Pan- 
islamic movement, then in its infancy. 

The source of this latest phase of Moslem, politics 
is involved in mystery. It is generally supposed to 
have originated in a common league against Russian 
and English interests in Central Asia ; to hav^ next 
assumed for its objective the separation of the Cali- 
phate from the Ottoman Sultanate"; and, finally, to 
have been in self-defence adopted by the Sultan- 
Caliph himself in the form of a general union under 
his auspices for the defence of Islam. 

After the conclusion of the Berlin Treaty, the SxJtan 
seems to have turned his attention to the outlying 
provinces of the empire in Africa. He expressed 
unreservedly to the Baron de Ring his hopes that 
“Africa would compensate him for the loss of his 
Mrest European provinces,” ^nd- declared he should 
“ do his best to regain in those parts the influence 
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and prestige of the past.” The unexpected events of 
1881 iru,Tunis gave a practical shape to the abstract 
theory of Pan-islamism, and the energy of its mili- 
tant propagandists found a congenial sphere of action 
on the southern shores of the Mediterranean. I 
have already told in Ihmis jPast cmd Present the 
story of the hopeless struggle maintained by the Arabs 
on the Tripolitan frontier.* 

During the course of my present narrative I have 
to some extent sought to reserve the proceedings of 
the Turl^ish missions in Egypt for description in the 
chapter I am now writing. My readers will doubt- 
less remember that one of the earliest consequences of 
the Abdin promnommento was the disembarkation of 
Ali Fudd Bey and Ali Nizdmi Pacha at Alexandria. 
They were accompanied by several other Important 
personages, such as'Dadri Bey and Ahmed R^tib 
Pacha, who were carefully kept in the background. 
In prder that their conduct might be efficiently con- 
trolled, each member of the mission was furnished 
with a separate code of telegraphic cypher, and 
ordered to correspond directly with Stamboul. The 
politicians of the Yildiz Kiosk, however, seem to 
have forgotten the old French saying of ^^qui 8^exeus» 
Raceme , for aif ^ticle of the semi-official ■ TaMi" 
heralded their arrival by the announcement that the 

* See Chapter L, page 6. 
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Commissioners were the bearers of nothing more 
than the “ innocent messages of simple courtesy.”. 

Our old acquaintance Ahmed Eif^t* is fortunately 
able to give, as an eye-'^tness, an account of their 
doings in Cairo : — 

“AliNizdmi Pacha,” writes Eifdt, “is a Turkish 
Oeneral of Division, about fifty years of age, and 
had been, up to the time of his coming to Egypt, 
exclusively employed on military service. Ali 
FuAd Bey is the son of the late Ali Pacha, the 
best known of Turkish Grand Viziers. He is still 
a young man, and is, or was, one of the Sultan’s 
confidential secretaries. Their attach^ and clerk 
was one Cadri Effendi (afterwards Cadri Bey). 
Cadri was perhaps the ablest of the three, although 
(like Ahmed Bihib, the Sultan’s Side-de-camp) he 
was not considered an official m'ember of the mission. 
He is a native of Aleppo, a writer of considerable 
ability, and was, as second secretary of the Sultan, 
in charge of the voluminous correspondence carried 
on with the North African Sheikhs and the heads 
of the different religious confraternities. Cadri was 
rarely either seen or mentioned, but when the 
nnssion was abruptly withdrawn he silently took 
up his residence at Cairo as the.sehret agent pf the 
Sultan. A few days only before the Commissioners 


* See Chapter XHI, page 147. 
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arrived, Cherif Pacha, who was then President of the 
Council, told me that, as I was personally acquainted 
with AH Nizduii and AH Fudd, I should be allowed to 
visit them, but that I must make good use of the 
opportunity thus afforded me of finding out the exact 
object of their presence in Egypt. The same evening 
I received a message that the Khedive, Tewfik Pacha, 
wished to see me immediately. Although it was past 
midnight I repaired to the IsmaiHa Palace. He told me 
that as I was going to see the Turkish Commissioners 
he wishqd to tell me that I was to preserve the most 
complete silence as to past events, but requested 
I should use every argument I cotild think of to 
demonstrate to them his own complete and un- 
alterable devotion to the person and interests of 
the Sultan. Next day I went to the Kasr-el-Nousa 
Palace, where the Commission were lodged in a 
sort of political quarantine, nobody being at first 
allowed to visit them without special permission. 
I had a very long private interview with them. 
Our conversation turned on three points, viz., 
the military demonstration, the person of the Khe- 
dive, and the status and prestige of the Sultan in 
Egypt. P noticed that the Commissioners were ex- 
tremely anxious as jbo the first point. They wished 
to know if they might consider what had happened 
as the prelude of a general Arab movement, and 

2h2 
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whether or not the fall of Riaz and the accession to office 
of Cherif had really put an end to the pronw/hcia/nieiitos. 
They expressed a great desire for an interview with 
Ardbi, but I pointed out that Ardbi had gone with 
his troops to Rds-el-Wddi (Tel-el-Kebir), and Abd- 
el- A1 to Damietta, and observed that this was a sign 
of the submission of the army. They then professed 
to agree with me that the proposed interview might 
excite suspicion, and apparently abandoned the idea. 
They then spoke at length about the Eihedive. I soon 
saw they were far from convinced as to his sincerity, 
and were uneasy on account of his weakness of cha- 
racter. The evening before they left they presented 
to him a somewhat lengthy document for his signa- 
ture. I know he signed it, but I could obtain no clue 
to its contents. Both Cherif and il^ider Pacljias ex- 
pressed much anxiety about it. The Commissioners 
told ever^, one that nothing could save Egypt but the 
most coml^lete recognition of the sovereignty of the 
Sultan. They expressed great resentment at the 
efforts of the Powers to obtain their recall, but during 
the last d§ys of their stay assumed an attitude of 
complete reserve. Ali Nizdmi haranged the soldiers 
at the dtadel. I afterwards learnt that they secretly 
sent one of their suite, a naval officer, Ahmed Jidtib 
Pacha, the Sultan’s aide-de-camp, to to see 

ArdbLt’ 
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In No. 12S3 of the Arabic Official Journal, I find 
an account of Ali Nizdmi’s address to the troops. It 
is interlarded copiously with texts from the Koran, 

A 

and commences thus : — “ Know ye that the Khedive 
is but the representative to whom the Sultan has 
given a general power, and that the representative is 
like unto him whom he represents. By obeying the 
KBedive you are obeying the Sultan, and you will 
carry out God’s precept when he says, ‘ Obey God 
and his prophet, and those who have power amongst 
you.’” • It seems pretty clear that the Commissioners 
quitted Egypt with the intention of advising the 
Sultan to increase his influence by opening up com- 
munications with the most prominent officers of the 
Egyptian army, and especially with Ardbi. 

Another Turkish emissary now appears upon the 
scene, — Ahmed EssM.* He soon made the acquaint- 
ance of Ardbi, impressed on him the important lesson 
to be learned from Tunis, and adroitly pointed out 
the additional strength which the National cause 
would derive from the prestige of the Sultan-Caliph. 

During all this time Tewfik Pacha continued 
to maintain his relations with the Sultan through 
Cadri Bey and his own special agent at Constan- 

A 

tinople. Ar4bi is at length informed that in one of 
his letters to the Sultan the Khedive has accused him 


* See Chapter XIV. page 170. 
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of ‘‘ conspiring to sell tlie country to the English, and 
acting against the interests of the Caliph.” ^'our 
months have passed since Jhe departure of the Com- 
mission, and Ardbi is now Minister of War and all 
powerful in Egypt. He still rejects firmly the idea of 
Turkish troops coming to Egypt, but he recognised 
the advantages to be gained for his cause by the 
support and approval of the Caliph, a fact which had 
already been hinted at by Ahmed Kdtib Pasha at the 
time of the Ali Mzdmi mission. I fail to see that the 
patriotism of Ardbi is in any way tarnished -^hen, as 
a good Moslem, he sought to obtain the moral help, 
sanction, and encouragement of the chief of his creed 
in his spiritual capacity.* As late as the 8th July, 1882, 
the Official Journal publishes a lettei; from Ardbi on 
the subject. ’ “I have never saidjj’ he writes, “ I would 
fight the Turks more strenuously than I would the 
English if they came to Egypt ; for it is not conceiv- 
able that the Commander of the Faithful should send 
soldiers to Jlgypt when there is no motive for it, and 
simply to]()lease a foreign Grovemment.” In order 
to counteraglt the accusations brought against bini by 
the Eihodive, Arabi appears to have written two 
letters in his defence through Ajimed Essdd to 
Muhamed Zaffer, the Sultan’s "private chaplain," who 
was then actively engaged in encouraging the 
^ See Chapter XIV, page 172, 
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Tunisian refugees to maintain their guerilla ■war- 
fare on the Tripolitan frontier. The answers which 
Ardbi received have been already placed before my 
readers.* 

The form which the policy of the Yildiz Kiosk 
assumed in Egypt during the spring of last year 
can be easily understood. Ardbi was to be played 
off against the Khedive, and the Khedive against 
ArAbi, until such a complication should be brought 
about as would justify the Sultan in taking the initia- 
tive in .some decisive settlement of Egyptian affairs. 
The accession of EAgheb Pacha, under G-erman aus- 
pices, to the post of Egyptian Premier, seemed calcu- 
lated, to further the plan.f The following telegram 
was addressed by the Grand Vizier to the Eihedive a 
few days before RAgheb took office, and was found 
amongst ArAbi’s papers: “Your telegram has been 
submitted to the Imperial presence to the effect that 
you await with great eagerness a special commission 
from the Ottoman Government, and that the officers 
there publicly declare in different places that they 
will reject the command of the Ottoman Government 
if it be not in accord with their ideas. Consultation 
is going on here as to what it is necessary to do ■with 
Egypt. Any command, that may be issued on the part 
of the Ottoman Government is not compatible with 
" See Chapter XIV. pages 166-70. f See Chapter X. page 91. 
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rejection and non-acceptation thereof in relation to 
those who believe and assert the unity of the G-odhead, 
and who say, ‘There is no god save God, and 
Muhamed is the apostle ol God.’ For verily religion 
and community canonically among professors of Islam 
are one sole thing, as is nationality among the nations 
other tiian Islam. Therefore all *believers are com- 
manded by God to rally round the word of God.’’ 

Ten days later a second Imperial Commission 
arrived in solemn state at Alexandria. It consisted of 
Dervesh Pacha, an old Albanian field-marshal,*and tho 
“ sweeper-substitute,” Ahmed Essdd. Dervesh was a 
past-master of oriental duplicity and cunning, which he 
adroitly concealed by a certain brusqueness of m^ner 
and venerable appearance. His particular duty was to 
look after the Khedive and to endeavour to persuade 
Ardbi to go voluntarily to Constantinople. Ahmed 
Essdd, on the other hand, was instructed to conciliate 
and encourage the National Party, and generally 
check the proceedings of his senior. Each possessed 
a separate telegraphic code, and each sought to turn 
his position^ to the best possible personal profit. 
Dervesh managed to sell an estate in Bulgaria to the 
Khedive for a fortune; while the “sweeper- substi- 
tute ” contrived to turn an honestr penny by the* sale 
of his cypher. Ahmed Eifdt Bey’s note on his visit to 
Dervesh at Alexandria will illustrate fairly this extra- 
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ordinary phase of Turkish intrigue in Egypt. “ On 
the 6th July,’’ he "writes, “I went from Cairo to Alez- 
andria to pay my respects to Dervesh Pacha, intending 
to return on the following day. He requested me how- 
ever to postpone my departure. The next day he 
asked me to suggest in a friendly way to Axihi that 
the latter should go* to ‘ live with the Sultan ’ at Con- 
stantinople, and thus end the difficulty. I did as he 
told me, but Ardbi declined to take the hint, I called 
on him again next day. On this occasion he put into 
my hands a patent from the Sultan, raising me to the 
civil rank equivalent to that of a general of brigade. 
He said it would be prudent not to make my promo- 
tion public for a time.* I afterwards found he had 
secretly distributed similar favours to many.” Rifdt 
also told me an anecdote to illustrate the unblushing 
duplicity of Dervesh. One day he made a long 
speech on the subject of the Eihedivial family, in 
which he asserted in the presence of Toulba Pacha 
and others that it had become impossible to maintain 
any of the descendants of Mehemet Ali on the throne. 
Shortly afterwards he told the same pej^sons in the 
presence of the Khedive that no more worthy ruler 
than he could possibly be found. A few hours before 
Rifdt# visited him die •had invested Ardbi "with the 
Orand Cordon of the Medjidieh, and presented him 
Sec Chapter XIIL page 157. 



474 


now WE DEFENDED AUAbI. 


wifh his herat or letter of appointment.* Dervosh 
Pacha’s connection with the bombardment has ‘been 
already sufficiently explained. During those eventful 
days he was in hourly telegraphic communication 
with the Yildiz Kiosk, No sooner had the Khedive 
I'etumed to the Ras-el-Tin Palace than he went on 
board his yacht, affected to misunderstand Lord 
Alcester’s signals to stop, and in due course arrived at 
Constantinople. 

During the war, in accordance with specific in- 
structions, and as long as communication remained 
open, every defensive movement was telegraphed 
both to the Porte and the Yildiz Kiosk. The National 
Council at Cairo (the Me^lis~el-Orfi) transijiitted 
daily minutes of their proceedings and' resolutions 
in a similar manner. His Imperial Majesty, however, 
was now far too prudent to make any further sign 
than that of asking very often for information. At 
last, however, the telegraph wires across the desert 
were cut, and the Yildiz Kiosk missed its daily budget 
of news from the faithful at Cairo. 

I have ^deavoured to show the true meaning of 
Turkish iiifluence and Turkish intrigue in the land 
concerning which we have so lightly incurred so 
great a responsibility. Ever since tiie signing of the 
Berlin Treaty, Turkey has been on her trial. She 
* See Chapter XIV, page 171. 
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has been "weighed in the balance and found wanting. 
Her Corruption is greater than eyer, the confusion of 
her administration is more complete, and the venality 
of her officials is more unblushing. No attempt has 
been made to redeem her fair promises of reform. I 
"will not say it is the duty of England to rescue Egypt 
from what a well-known English Minister has called 
“ the swindling government at Constantinople/’ but 
I contend it behoves her to save the country if she 
can from the baneful effects of a renewal of Turkish 
intrigue,** and the almost equally disastrous conse- 
quences of any development of Turkish influence 
beyond the receipt of a stipulated tribute and tho 
existence of a purely nominal sovereignty. The 
future of Egypt must not depend on Turkey. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

EGYPT PRESENT AND TO COME. 

Was Ardbi, let me ask once more, tlie leader of a 
National Party having its roots deep in the hearts of 
the people tdironghout the length and breadth of the 
land ? Was the movement he headed the spontaneous 
and genuine outcome of the grievances, -wants, and 
aspirations of the Egyptians ? Were the various items 
of Ardbi’s Popular Charter (to borrow a whoUy 
Western idea) capable of act^ application ; or, in 
other words, was there any possibility of the inhabit- 
ants of Egypt trying to walk alone with a fair chance 
of success ? The latest European writers who have 
undertaken to teU us all about the land of the Nile, and 
to provide at the same time a solution for the Egyptian 
difficulty, i^isist on examining these practical questions 
just as they would some long-forgotten phase of Crreek 
or Roman thought. They seem to assume at the very 
outset that Egyptian NationaJisfii, real or fictitious, 
has once and for all passed away from the sphere 
of the politics of actuality. The whole matter, they 
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admit, affords an interesting study for the historian, 
but iiiey declare with the same breath that the object 
of the investigation is dead — dead and put away for 
ever out of sight — as lacking* in vitality as any of the 
mummied potentates in the courts of the Boulak 
Museum at Cairo. In the end we are presented only 
with an ingenious post-mortem examination of the 
politically defunct bodies of Ardbi and his friends, 
with the result of which the proposed panacea or 
solution is seen at once to be whoUy and hopelessly 
at varian^ce. 

Mr. Mackenzie Wallace answers very satisfactorily 
to my mind the three questions I have just put to my 
readers, but he also starts (I think unfortunately) 
with the assumption that his investigations are only 
of a purely historical importance. “ Never,” says Mr. 
Wallace,* “ since the flays of Mehemet Ali, or perhaps 
from a much earlier date — ^was there a man in Egypt 
who had such a firm hold of the country as Ardbi, for 
he had not only the army and police at his disposal, 
and consequently was in position to terrorize to any 
extent he chose, but he also enjoyed, as I have shown, 
the sympathies of nearly every section of the native 
population. . . . Ardbif did not acquire and 

preserve his irifiugnce by terrorism, for at the 
commencement he had no power to injure any one. 


Bg^pt and the Egyptian Question, p, 879, f P* 
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and daring the -whole time of his power he never 
caused a single individual to he beheaded, hanged, or 
shot. If he had gone to the poll -with Tewfik, and all 
corrupt practices had been excluded, he would have 
obtained the votes of an overwhelming majority of 
the free and independent electors. ... If we 
did not mean * to create sometMng like permanent 
order in Egypt, why did we go to Egypt at all ? If 
we did not mean to create really good government — 
why did we destroy the National Party, which had a 
far hetier chance of ‘presernmg order of sqjne kmd 
than the Khedive whom we reinstated ? ” 

Mr. Wallace does not stop here; he proceeds to 
discuss impartially the merits of the Elhedive Tewfik. 
I will again use Mr. Wallace’s own words : “ Tewfik,” 
he writes, “never possessed the faculty of inspiring 
his subjects with affection or* enthusiasm, and he 
became decidedly unpopular when he sided with 
* the foreigi^ers against Ardbi.”f Once more he tells 
us: “ The Khedive (Tewfik), in so far as he awakens 
any feelings in the population, is decidedly unpopular, 
partly on a'jjcount of certain personal characteristics, 
and partly 'because in the recent struggle he sided 
with the foreign invader. Tewfik has none of the 
qualities of a farseeing, energejic jnler.” X 

• Egypt and the Egyptian Question, p. 377. 

t Idem, p. 397. | Idem, p. 883. 
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Mr. Wallace, therefore, agrees witli me that Ardhi 
had “all Egypt with him,” and might have succeeded 
in establishing a good government if he had been lot 
alone, and there is no diversity of opinion between us 
as to the apparent impracticability of the ruler we have 
forced back on the Egyptians against their will. We 
are, however, singularly at issue as to the remedy we 
would each prescribe for the mortal sickness which 
still hangs over Egypt, and seems every now and then 
to threaten fatal consequences. A few words lately 
spoken bj Mr. Gladstone furnishes me with an appro- 
priate text : “ Having gone to Egypt,” says the Prime 
Minister of England, “ we are bound to set the Khedive 
on his legs, and to give him a fair start. To remain 
one day longer, after our pledges to Europe, would be 
acting in bad faiiJi.” 

Mr. Wallace and I •are quite unable to concur in a 
definition of the nature and conditions of Mr. Glad- 
stone’s “fair start.” He says (if I understand him 
aright) that Ardbi’s movement was, as nearly as 
possible, universal, that Ardbi had the whole of Egypt 
at his back, that he was honest and ju-it, that his 
chances of setting up a good government were the 
best, but that we helped to crush him. He admits 
that the Khediye Tewfik is weak, inexperienced, 
and unworthy, but that, nevertheless, we assisted 
him to regain a hold over his rebellious subjects. 
Our action in the matter was probably a mistake. 
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but) according to Mr. Wallace, there can be no 
“ looking back.” Wo must perforce go on putting 
new wine into old bottles, new cloth into the most 
tattered of garments, tinkering here and mending 
there, till some turn in the wheel of fortune sets 
the Egyptian machinery once more in motion, and 
enables us to leave the country to* take care of itself. 
Yet Mr. Wallace confesses we have thrown away 
the instruments best fitted for the work we profess 
to have undertaken, and are to-day employing others 
of a doubtful or useless character. Mr. ^Wallace 
seems to thinks a change of material plans might 
be possible, but that it must not be permitted to 
involve a policy of retracing our footsteps. Here 
is the radical difEerence in our lines of argument. I 
say with Mr. Wallace (and perhapi? feel it stronger 
than Mr. Wallace does) that oil the whole Ardbi was 
in the right and we were in the wrong, but I protest 
against the perpetuation of the consequences of our 
mistake by any system of tinkering and half-measures 
however ingenious it may be. I boldly say we must 
act on the information — the valuable and impartial in- 
formation-^Mr. Wallace has given us on the subject 
of Egyptian Nationalism and mend the error of our 
ways. We must now do just wh^t Sir Edward Malet 
wanted us to do in the crisis wHch began with the Dual 
Note and ended in the bombardment,* we must fall 


* Vide Chapter X., page 91. 
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BACK ON THE NATIONAL Paety. AkIH and Hs Mends 
musif be allowed to return from Ceylon, and assist us 
in giving “a fair start’’ to Egypt, — an undertaking 
wMcb differs essentially from a mere personal “fair 
start ” for the Khedive. They would certainly give 
us no cause to repent our generosity. The con- 
spicuous loyalty they have shown in exile would, I 
feel sure, he persisted in, nor would the experience 
of adversity be altogether thrown away. A moral 
protectorate, founded on the sympathies of the 
Egyptian nation, would not, I believe, be less strong 
than the physical predominance won by superior 
might in battle, the very existence of which depends, 
to a ^reat extent, on the show of force we may 
maintain in order to keep its memory green in the 
minds of the vanquished. If English influence in 
Egypt came thus to rest on a basis of affection and 
gratitude it might defy at once both Turkish intrigue 
and the militant animosity of rival powers. 

My first suggestion for the happiness of Egypt to 
come will be, I fear, received with a shout of dis- 
approbation on all sides. If, however, my readers 
will patiently examine the question for themselves, 
they will see I have really only arrived at a logical 
conclugion, quite a*s muclj justified by the premises Mr. 
Wallace has furnished us with as by my own know- 
ledge of the history of Egyptian Nationalism. I am 

2i 
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at the same time aware that logical conclusions in 
politics are often inconvenient and generally disliked. 

One of my late clients, Ahmed EiMt Bey, gave me 
at parting a short statement of the nature and extent 
of the Egyptian National movement, accompanied 
by some practical illustrations of the administrative 
capability he says it ongeiiderdd. I publish it as 
the sole appendix to this volume.* It will perhaps 
assist my readers in forming an opinion as to the 
probability of the recall of the Nationalists being as 
great a success as the restoration of the ^Khedive 
has proved a signal failure and mischief-producing 
calamity. 

If my reader has sufficiently recovered his breath 
after the enunciation of so unwelcome a heresy as a pro- 
posed falling back on the National ?arty by way of a 
condition precedent to a “ fair Itart ” for Egypt, I will 
explain the idea I have crudely stated at somewhat 
greater length. In the first place let me observe that 
the return of theNationalists involves no sweeping revo- 
lution. It is perhaps unlikely that Tewfik Pacha and 
Ardbi coul^ sail in the same boat, and it is consequently 
probable that His Highness would find himself com- 
pelled either to submit or resign. As the impossible 

often happens in the East, a mpd^ vwendi between 

• • 

themmightbe established, butit would almost inevitably 

* Post, Appendix, p, 501 • 
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put an end to all real chance of a satisfactory result. 
Fon my part I am content to leave the Khedive Tewflfc 
to the calm judgment of the reader of these pages. 
Mr. Wallace’s verdict as to his merits is more than 
sufficient for my purpose. Tewfik being the sand on 
which we have elected to build our house in Egypt, 
we must not be surprised that it is already falKng 
about our ears. Whether we will it or not, Tewfik is 
destined sooner or later to drop quietly out of any 
rational programme for the future of his country. As 
no party can trust him, aU parties are more or less 
interested in his downfall. If rumour is to be be- 
lieved, he is already preparing for a comfortable and 
honourable exile far away from the Nile Valley, where 
he will be only remembered as the weakest descendant 
of Mehemet Alf, the most unpopular sovereign of a 
dynasty, and the norftinee of a foreign invader. 

The withdrawal of Tewfik by no means involves 
any change in the reigning family. Amongst its 
princes more than one might be found willing and 
able to accept the principles which Ardbi upheld in 
deed as well as in word. In the r^toration of 
Egyptian Nationalism it will not be sufficient to write 
efEusive letters approving and adopting a policy, 
but the Khedivd of tMs phase of Egyptian history 
must h imself bear the standard, whose device is 
“Egypt for the Egyptians,” and share in the risks 

2i2 
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and hardships of the battle. Ardbi never sought to 
overthrow the throne which Mehemet Ali had set up,* 
or to become the rtder of E^ypt himself. He laboured 
long and vainly to work hand in hand with Tewfik. 
It was not till he received proof after proof of 
insincerity on the part of the Kkedive that he realized 
the futility of any further effort. Even then he 
loyally protected and guarded his sovereign’s life and 
person as his own, up to the very hour when Tewfik 
left his palace at Ramleh to join the invading force 
against which he had ordered the waging of ^ar only 
a few short hours before. Ardbi having no personal 
ambition would cheerfully work for the common good 
of Egypt imder the guidance of any political sujgerior 
who would be faithful to his trust. The coming of 
such a sovereign to power must form*part and parcel 
of the restoration of Egyptian ifationalism. 

Before entering into other details connected with 
this second Restoration which England must sooner or 
later bring about in order to give Egypt the ‘^fair 
start” she l^as promised her, I cannot forbear alluding 
to two other) points in wliich I venture to dissent from 
the conclusions arrived at by Mr. Wallace. 1 tblTiIr 
that his estimate of the relative characters of Nubar 
Pacha and the Khedive Ismajl is to a great ^xtent 


* See Oliapter XXXI* page 434). 
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erroneous. Nubar Pacha, I feol sure, can neyer 
hope to be allowed to share in the coming restora- 
tion. His whole existence has been one continued 
opposition to the very essential idea of Egyptian 
Nationalism. Nubar and Nationalism can no more 
travel in the same boat than Ardbi and Tewfik. 

m 

My own impression of Nubar would place him even 
intellectually in a lower rank than either Cherif or 
Ei4zj in every other respect he is immeasureably 
their inferior. Nubar Pacha is the most expert 
dealer ^ epigrammatic platitudes I ever met. He 
knows the taste of those he has to cater for to 
perfection; the material out of which he is made 
is susceptible of a finer European polish than the 
nature of his two rivals can admit of, and the casual 
observer consequently fancies he finds in him con- 
vincing signs of superiority. Nubar represents a dead 
and gone influence, which has little or no concern with 
Egypt to come. He was in the past little more than 
the titular guardian of the traditional fleshpots. Once 
upon Si-time Nubar told Lord Beaconsfield that nothing 
was wanting to restore the pristine v5.gour of the 
Turkish empire but Law Courts and Police^ and nobody 
laughed more heartily than he did when the English 
. Premier quoted his'dictum as that of “ a great Oriental 
Statesman” either in Parliament or elsewhere. “Mon> 
Cher ami,'" he said to a friend, “ qne voulez vous ? the 
English only understand something short and|)ointed. 
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SO I always try to please them.” Nubar now poses, 
I beUeve, not only as an ardent patriot, but as a 
financial purist of the m#st uncompromising type. 
He is, however, at the present moment, richer than 
the whole of the Khedivial family collectively, although 
he began his career as a humble Syrian clerk, received 
his first start in life from the Khedive Ismail’s bounty, 
and has never been known to engage in com m ercial 
transactions. He now reviles his old master, and 
fondly dreams of a Nubar-Tigrane Ministry in the 
future, but he is mistaken. The veil has fallSn from 
the altar of Egyptian money-making. “Egypt for 
the Egyptians” can no longer remain a mere idle 
saying. It is perfectly clear at any rate that Nubar 
Pacha has no part to play in its pract^al realisation. 

It has been said that “ the abs^ent are always in the 
wrong,” and so ithas happened with the Khedive Ismail, 
who has Hved long enough, not only to hear himself 
spoken ill of by Im former friends, but to witness 
the unedifying spectacle of one whom he has 


especially benefited unblushingly take credit for having 
systematicali]^ undermined him with a view to his 
overthrow. ' Ismail committed many mistakes, but he 
will make a better figure in history tfi^ either Tewfik 
or Nubar. He went too rapidly *and too recklfessly 
ahead in his wild career of developing Egypt by what 
he caEed European Contact; his plan of concentrating 
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error of the first magnitude ; but the greatest blunder 
of all was to entrust to foreigners like Nubar Pacha 
the government of the country in the very teeth of a 
growing national sentiment, in a great measure of his 
own creating. Mr. Wallace holds Ismail to be mainly 
answerable for the misfortxmes of these latter days. 
I am inclined to tKink he casts the blame upon the 
wrong shoulders. He tells us that Ismail created the 
national debt, but he forgets how much of the 
borrowed money miscarried before it reached Egypt ; 
and to jvhat extent it was spent in public works, 
including the Suez Canal, which pays Egypt nothing, 
but is alone exclusively responsible for one-fifth of her 
liabijitios. Ismail it is true inherited great estates 
and purchased others. The members of his family 
also habitually acquired land in the same way, but the 
public works upon wliich the money was so lavishly 
spent were by no means confined to the localities in 
which the Khedivial properties were situated, but 
benefited more or less the whole of Egypt. Ismail 
expropriated no one, nor did he take any man’s land 
without payment. The parallel of Nabojth’s vineyard 
is hardly a just one. The reproach is a' stiU harder 
one for Ismail to bear now, when all his posses- 
.sion^ along with 'these of his family, have been 
surrendered as the guarantee for two public loans. If 
ihQ fellahs paid more taxes in his time, their interests 
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were certainly more efficiently protected than at 
present. Vigilant and constant care as to irrigartion 
made them bettor able to bear the greater bnrden 
then, than the lesser burden now. The collection of 
taxes after or at the time of the harvest was far more 
suited to the character and circumstances of i\ie fellah 
than a monthly or quarterly cess. An Egyptian 
peasant is proverbially improvident. He is fond of 
spending freely the outcome of his toil, and, unless 
the taxes are gathered when he is in funds, as of yore, 
he will soon ruin himself with the village mioney- 
lender now. 

The best answer to the allegation is a reference to 
the crying question of the fellahs' debts.* "^JRien 
Ismail went into exile they amounted to two millions 
sterling ; to-day, as I write, they probably exceed twelve. 
They have thus increased and m^tiplied since Ismail 
was replaced by his son, yet Mr. Wallace would even 
hold him responsible for this misfortune as well. 

Then as to the tyranny of Ismail. The courbash 
existed before his time, and it has survived his 
departure. *|Dhere was, however, more banishment, 
exile, and Imprisonment during the two years of 
Ridz’s paternal administration than in all Ismail’s 

f 

* Mr. Wallace speaks of Ardbi’s emissaries proclaiming the iibera-. 
tion of the/elM from his just or unjust obligations to the usurer. Fo 
kind of proof of any such proceeding was ever attempted at the trial. 
If it was true nothing could have been more easily substantiated. 
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reign. If the soles of the peasants’ feot can testify 
agdnst the father, the shores of the White Nile are 
equally eloquent witnesses ^gainst the son. Ismail, like 
many other rulers, only just missed achieving a great 
success. When he realized his errors and the extent 
to which he had been betrayed, he resolved to give 
Egyptian Nationalism a fair trial. Europe refused to 
allow him to complete the experiment, and he went into 
exile. Darker days have overtaken Egypt since he 
quitted it, and amidst the prevaiKng anarchy the once 
strong •"i'uler is now regretted. 

“ I have not been able,” writes Mr. Wallace, almost 
at the close of his book, “ to discover in Egypt any 
natiye element desirous and capable of spontaneously 
undertaking, and sucessfully carrying through, the 
reforms which are in my opinion absolutely essential 
to the permanent preservation of order and the general 
welfare of the country.” But the reforms Mr. Wallace 
speaks of are, as I said before, identical with the items 
of Ardbi’s Popular Charter, and he frankly admits that 
Ardbi was more capable than any one else of giving 
them effect. I am therefore at a loss i.o understand 
why Mr. Wallace ignores the inevitable consequences 
of his own admissions, and fails to find the solution 

rt 

,of tl>e difficulty he faisss in the restoration of Egyptian 
Nationalism, the extent and force of which he clearly 
recognizes. 
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Thoro is increasing danger in delay. A twelve- 
month’s dearly pm’chased experience has taught ns that 

our last restoration was a great political blunder. It 
England had supported Ardbi and the Nationalists she 
might have won the sympathy of all Egypt, and become 
by the most just of all titles her Protector. As it is we 
share only the deep-rooted detestation of our unpopular 
prot4g6, and are regarded in AHca as the enemy of the 
very institutions wo have helped give to half Europe. 
Even the Egyptian bondholders themselves will 
scarcely benefit by the manner in which vfe have 
looked after their pecuniary interests, for the country is 
drifting slowly but surely towards inevitable bank- 
ruptcy. The record of the year’s work in Egypt is 
a melancholy story of failure, and the outlook for 
the future is not a whit more cheering. The funda- 
mental errors and fallacies which underlie all our plans 
for reform and improvement are always as millstones 
round about our necks. Our only chance of safety 
lies in generous recantation and in the frank undoing 
of much that has been done. The task is a difficult 
one, but M^. Gladstone does not seem to shrink 
from it: — 

“ AvernuB’ gates are open night gnd’day, 

Smooth the descent and easy is the way. 

But to return to heaven’s pure light again, 

Such is a work of labour and of pain.” 
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In coming back once more to the ideas about 
Egypt which he entertained in 1877,* Mr. Gladstone 
will only be true to the traditions of his youth and 
the practice of his riper years. The restoration of the 
Egyptian Nationalists will ever remain as a lasting 
memorial of political consistency, and our promise of 
giving Egypt a * ^ fair start ^ will at last be intelli* 
gently fulfilled. 

A calm review of the events of the year 1883 (be 
it ever so cursory) shows at once the difference 
between a “fair start” for the Khedive, recently set 
on his legs, and a “fair start” for Egypt, not sot on 
her legs at all. If we went to Egypt with the former 
inteniiion, we committed something akin to a pohtical 
crime; if we honestly wished to free Egypt from 
anarchy we have a fair plea in extenuation. I am 
afraid, if the truth must be told, the “ fair start ” for 
Tewfik was tbe main feature of the first Egyptian 
Restoration; the “fair start” for Egypt must be the 
basis of the second if “to abdicated duty we would 
not have to add a chapter of perpetrated wrong.” Let 
us glance at the past. 

The era of the Khedivial restoration began with 
the State Trials., These had no sooner come to an 
«nd •than the solelnn* session of the International 

« Nineteenth Centwi/, Nagasi, 1877. “Aggression in Egypt,” by 
tbe Eight Honoui-able W. E. Gladstone. 
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Indemnity Commission at Alexandria began. Once 
more is Egypt bade to prepare for the sacrifice. The 
losses inflicted on certaii^ inhabitants of Alexandria 
were occasioned in a war formally declared by the 
Khedive, in which both the Egyptians and the 
English were belligerents. Such damage gives no 
nght of indemnity. The moral claim of the sufierers 
is hardly stronger, for they contributed nothing by 
way of taxation to the support of the Egyptian State. 
When the French caused the Tunisians to grant a small 
and inadeejuate compensation for the injury done to the 
foreign colonists in the shelling of Sfax, they exacted 
a declaration from each recipient that the money was 
paid by favour and not under legal compulsion. ^ The 
Alexandria Commission in the course of its labours has 
condemned the Egyptian Government to give compen- 
sation to the amount of nearly millkms of pounds 
sterling. The most preposterous claims were admitted 
without even a pretence of resistance, and the 
Egyptians have once more to pay for what Mr. 
Wallace calls the “ smashed crockery.” Each member 
of the Com^Dission conceived it to be his duty to 
energetically support the demands of his compatriots, 
and no individual delegate could be guilty of so 
unpardonable an act of impoliteness as to oppose the, 
wishes of a colleague. A system of reciprocity was 
at once established, the Khedivial legal advisers put 
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forward a merely platonic %m possumm, and Egypt 
has .to contract one loan more in consequence. If 
Egypt is to have a “ fair start,” let us help her at 
once to obtain a revision of the proceedings of this 
most accommodating International Commission. 

We have heard a great deal of the debts of the 
fellaheen.* The peasantry of Egypt have fallen 
into the grip of the usurers, and their liabilities 
are almost sufficient to bring about a crisis of the 
most serious description. The Egyptian fellah seems 
to need^ a sort of perpetual guardianship in order 
to escape extinction. We hear now and anon 
of this bank and that bank coming philanthropically 
to the rescue of the fellah, and lending him money at 
six or seven per cent, to pay off his creditor who has 
made him an Original loan at fifty or sixty, but 
nothing seems to cbme of it. Banks and other 
financial companies have no special liking for a busi- 
ness which only brings them the bones from which 
Dimetri and his friends have already picked the flesh 
with tolerable completeness, and so matters never 
advance beyond the stage of an undigested scheme. 
•The question must one day be settled by a close 
local investigation, a sweeping reduction of the 
usurious interest* and the creation of special courts to 
determine the merits of individual cases. I regret 
* Sec ante^ page 488. 
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to SCO that a subject of so much real importance has 
been postponed for a season, but it ■will doubtless 
receive due attention after the restoration of the 
Nationalists. ArAbi will*' greatly assist Mr Edgar 
Vincent in bringing his old friends the village 
usurers — the vipers as he used to call them — ^to terms, 
and YAcoub Sami’s po'wers of organization could also 
be advantageously utilized. 

At present the events of last year seem to be 
repeating themselves, in a very -wonderful manner. 
The comedy of the first restoration seems well nigh 
played out. M. Barrhre, the recently appointed French 
Consul-G-eneral, has brought new crosses from Paris 
for Blum Pacha and my old friend Borelli Bey ; E. T. 
Kogers Bey is investigating bastinado cases at 
Tantah notwithstanding the official *!abolitiott of the 
oourhmh ; the Bwrhm has been suppressed for abusing 
the English ; and “ although Borelli Bey’s relations 
with a French journal bitterly hostile to England are 
no secret, he is about to be made a Pacha by the 
Ediedive as a reward for the services he has rendered 
the country.” But there is yet balm in Grilead, — the 
Credit Fonefer of Egypt offers to lend the peasants 
money to pay off old scores at seven per cent, provided 
the Grovemment engages to collejpt their interest for 
them at the same time as the taxes, while the twelve 
Dutch jurists who have been recruited for the new 
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tribunals are expected to return shortly to Cairo to ro- 
conunence their studies of the Arabic language with a 
view to the idtimate discharge of their official functions ! 

While this volume has* been passing through the 
press, England and Egypt have at last come face to face 
with another difficulty of unprecedented magnitude 
and gravity, whicbhas been looming mysteriously in 
the distance during the past year. I have already 
described * how, on the eve of the Kourbdn Bairdm 
festival (October 23rd, 1882)^ the news I’eaehed 
Cairo that a pretended Mehdi,t or Messiah, had gained 
a decisive victory in the Soudan. The rising he 
headed was only the natural result of the weakness 
and disorganisation of the administration which 
has replaced the autocratic and vigorous rule of 
Ismail. The absence of the once “ masterful hand ” 
was felt alike in Egypt and in her more remote 
dependencies, and we are now beginning to realize 
the consequences. The Mehdi has nothing in com- 
mon with the Egyptians of the Nile Delta ; he aims 
at the establishment of a new political and religious 
supremacy, and he would sweep Tew|ik and Arabi 
alike into the sea. Any attempt to attribute a com- 
munity of ideas to Ardbi and the Mehdi must arise 
either from a wilfel intention to mislead or a pro- 

> 9 

See Chapter IX, page 75. 

t Generally wiitten Mahdi I think Mehdi the more correct 
rendenng of the Aiabic. 
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found ignorance of the subject. I remember talking 
over the matter with Aidbi at the time. He ^aid 
that the disbandment of the army laid all Egypt at 
the mercy of the Mehdi, except so far as she could 
rely for protection on the British troops. ‘‘ The 
Mehdi of the Soudan,” said Ar^bi, “ is the enemy of 
the Arabs because we know him to be an impostor. 
We are Sunnis, and belieye that the Saviour of Islam 
will come of the Arab tribe of Koreish, to which I 
myself belong. The* Egyptians must all resist the 
Mehdi as a dangerous foe, but the disorder which 
reigns throughout the country ■will give even this 
African dervish a chance of success.” 

It at once became imperatively necessary to 
send reinforcements to the distmbed districts. How 
was this to be done? The whole •Egyptian army 
had been formally dissolved with the object of 
crushing out beyond hope of revival every spark of 
latent Nationalism. It was not deemed sufficient to 
exile and degrade Ardbi. The shame and disgrace 
of the chief, it was said, must be shared by every 
subordinate o|5cer, and even by every common soldier 
who followed^the standard he had raised : no measure 
of amnesty must for a moment be allowed to temper 
the fate of the vanquished Egyptian troops. This 
suicidal policy of retaliation was in its first vigour * 
when it became necessary to think of the Soudan. 
Oolopel Hicks and his gallant comrades were hastily 
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commissioned; the process of disbanding and dis- 
gracing was interrupted, and as many of the dis- 
banded and disgraced soldiers as could be con- 
veniently collected were ordered to follow the flag 
of Colonel Hicks. I saw myself the nucleus of the 
Soudan contingent leaving Cairo for Suez. It was a 
sorry and not easlly-to-be-forgotten spectacle. The 
Egyptian soldiers were placed in vans and cattle- 
trucks like animals. They quitted the capital with- 
out arms, as prisoners, and with all the circumstances 
of dishonour. Their native officers were selected 
from those who were most obnoxious to the new 
regime, and their very appointment was an avowed 
and undisguised measure of punishment and repres- 

fi 

feion. On the 1st of January, 1883, two steamers 
were moored alongside the wharf at Suez. The dock 
of one was crowded 'by the disgraced and disbanded 
soldiers of the First Regiment, of which ArAbi had 
been colonel ; upon the deck of the other stood Arabi 
and his six companions. An hour or two later the 
disarmed Egyptian soldiers were forced to witness in 
sullen silence the Mareotis steaming down the Red 
Sea, bound for Ceylon. When subsequently it became 
necessary to send further reinforcements to the 
Soudan, they whre, provided after the same fashion. 
Soldiers were again despatched to the front unarmed, 
beaten, and in chains. Even Abd-el-Al’s black 
regiment, once considered the flower of the Egyj^tian 
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army, were sent to fight against the Mehdi with 
every aggravation of ignominy, and thereby pre- 
disposed to desertion and mutiny. It is not surprising 
that Colonel Hicks was unable to hold his own with 
the aid of such unpromising material. The end soon 
came. Exactly thirteen months after the news of the 
Mehdi’s first success reached Cairo, all England 
learned that the Egyptian army, with its European 
officers, had been annihilated on its march to Obeid. 
There can bo no doubt that the inordinate thirst for 
vengeance which characterised the earlier days^of the 
Eg37ptian Restoration has mainly contributed to this 
untoward disaster. 

It is difficult, if not imj>ossible, to say what turn 
things will next take. The victorious Mehdi may 
advance on Khartoum, or he may bb satisfied with 
his recent success. Even the details of the fatal conflict 
axe as yet nearly wholly wanting. Little good can 
result from conjecture. Sir Samuel Baker has placed 
the whole situation clearly before our eyes.* He says 
us it is useless to blame the wrong persons for what 
has happenedi and that the abandonment of the 
Soudan is fraught with difficulty and danger. We 
have been told that the present misfortunes are tho 
indirect result of Ismail Pacha’s ambitfon. Sir Samuel 
Baker, on the other hand, declares that Ismail resolved ’ 


^ ^ J[*aU Mall Crazette^ November 27tli, 1883. 

^ * 
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to put down the slave trade “ out of pure respect for 
English sentiment.” “ His Highness Ismail Pacha,” 
he writes, “ had a great idea : to suppress tlie slave- 
trade, to establish legitimate commerce in its place, 
and to lay the foundation for future civilisation by 
bringing under Tiis rule those savage haunts which 
had hitherto been unknown to history. No country 
was ever annexed by Ismail Pacha which had not 
been previously devastated by the slave -hunters.” 
The ^ calamity which has happened demonstrates 
sufficiently the absolute necessity of strong rule in 
Egypt, and the desirability of pladng the govern- 
ment of the country as soon as possible on a national 
basis. Half measures will only increase the peril of 
the situation. We cannot save Egypt by sending a 
police force to Suakim, even if we could rely on the 
however, we heai- individual member of it. When, 
deserted between Caii^t nearly half the first contingent 
idea of the difficulties we Suez, we may form somer^ 
Sir Evelyn Baring, Sir expect to encounter. 

Mr. Edgar Vincent, and Mr. juK Bakfz Pacha, 

their utmost, but I fear as matters now sta^^y^j may (jjj 
will be in vain. The question of the possi>^^ their toil 
tion of Egyptian Nationalism must sooneijjg 
imperatively claim our attention. Englany qj, 
think in the end declare that Egypt is to bc^j j . 
Egyptians. ^ for the" 
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The example of rare political honesty which 
England will thus set can hnt strengthen her position 
in the councils of Europe for all time. Let France 
by aU means remain the undisputed claimant to the 
laurels of the Last Punic War. The fame which 
English statesmen will gain by the Second Egyptian 
Eestoration would soon cause the misfortunes of the 
first to be forgotten. When the story of Tel-el-Kebir 
comes to be no longer remembered, the ‘4air start” 
we voluntarily gave to the country we conquered, 
will bo assuredly the proudest memorial of our 
success. I am putting forward no startling paradox. 

I honestly believe that if England intends to persevere 
in her plans for the reorganization of Egypt, and at 
the same time observe the pledges she nas given in 
the face of all Europe, she can only do so by restoring 
Egyptian Nationalism, in its widest sense, to the 

pedestal from which it has been casji>f'^*"“ 

^ is i. t.* 1 . -n Hi. ^exile Ardbi and his 

■^0 effect this she will recall fronr 

£ . j j Ml n ^der the auspices of a 

friends, and will allow themy^ ^ 

, . j ^able Sovereign, to help 

popular, vigorous, and cr ^ ® ^ 


v^ork out in' 
their own 
scheme, 
Nationalii 


manner, and according to 
prototype of Lord Dufferin’s 
e constitutional programme of Egyptian 
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LITTER FROM AHMED RIFIT BEY to the AUTHOR. 

*> 

In a few days you wiU return to Tunis and we shall go into 
exile. P^plewill doubtless ask you much about Egypt, for 
any decision as to her ultimate destiny is as far off as ever. Our 
national aspirations are for the moment crushed, but do not 
believe they are dead. Our enemies are for the moment tri- 
umphapt, and their voice has all the strength and loudness of 
success. ,They say Egyptian Nationalism (which I describe as 
the banding together of the oppressed in search of justice) has 
never existed at all ; eve:^ if they admit there was such a spirit 
abroad they deny that Ahmed Arabi was its legitimate exponent, 
and they maintain, moreover, that Egyptian aspirations are aim- 
less, because the people of Egypt are incapable of self-govern- 
ment, and must consequently be condemned to perpetual leading- 
strings (tuteUe). Others go even further than this, and say 
Arabi frightened all Egypt into patriotism. Before we separate, 
let me, I pray you, leave you a few notes, which wil help you 
to answer our critics from the testimony of an eyt-witness. Do 
not forget to tell them your authority is a Turk ; a man whose 
whole interests should be on the other side, and who has 
jvrechpd a promising cstreej; by his sympathy with his Egyptian 
co-religionists. 

2 n 
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I. As to the National Movement in general. 

1. The Official Journal onljj^ contains a portion of the lists of 
patriotic gifts in money and provisions sent voluntarily from all 
parts of Egypt to Ar£bi. Volunteers enrolled themselves as 
combatants by thousands. No conceivable force or known 
power of intimidation could create an army of one hundred 
thousand men in a few days. This unprecedented result must 
bo solely attributable to unanimity of feeling. 

2. If it had been otherwise, the resistance must have col- 
lapsed at once in the face of the superior strength of England. 

As it was, it lasted for two entire months. 

3. Another noticeable feature was the spontaneous^sympathy 
shown for Ardbi (as the representative of the National Move- 
ment) by the highest personages in the country. The princes, 
princesses, and others, all sent him telegrams, letters, and com- 
plimentary presents of fruit, &c., always designating him as the 

“defender of his country.” The Princesses and , 

widows of , sent their eimuchs to Kafijrel-Dowar with con- 

tributions to the general defence fiinds. The gifts of horses 
seemed never to come to an end. Pnnce Ibrahim, not content 
with his first quota, insisted on sending four more anim a ls of tho 
finest breed. He also used to visit in state the wounded in the 
Abassieh hospital. Madame Ahmed Pacha Nach^t was honorary 
president of an association of princes and ladies who worked 
inde&tigably at the manufacture of lint for the wounded. 

4. The enthjusiasm of the religious bodies must not be for- 
gotten. Prayelf’s were offered up night and day in all tho 
mosques (and especially in those of Hasanein and El Azhar) 
for the victory of Ar^bi and the Egyptian army. 

5. The love of the whole Egy^tiaa population for Ar&bi 
knew no bounds. It extended to the very gamins of the streei 
Little children and grown-up people shouted alike, Allah yan- 
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surah yd Ardbi, The following popular refrain was on every- 
body’s lips : — 

Ya Tewfik ya wejk onnamla 
Man kallek taamel^adh elamla ? 

Oh, Tewfik, thou ant-faced one ! 

Who on earth told you to do what you have done ? 

(i. 0 . to bring tlie English to Egypt). 

In a very few days the name of Tewfik was abandoned in 
Egypt, and a whole geileration of young Egyptians were called 
Arabi* 


IL As to the First National Assembly at Cairo, 

You can safely assert it was spontaneous, free, and wholly 
uninfluen|6d by intimidation of any kind, for the following 
reasons : — 

1. The summons to attend it was issued by the Ministry 
of the Interior. The letters of invitation were sealed and signed 
by the^ Under-Secretary for the Home Deparment, and not by 
his colleague of the War Office. Those invited, including a vast 
number of private individuals, came of their own accord and 
without any kind of pressure. 

2. There was no word of command, no exhibition of 
armed force, and the doors were left open during the delibera- 
tions. After reading the letter in which Arabi asked for the 
decision of the Nation, and the documents annexed to it, a great 
number of those present, especially the Ulema and ecclesiastics, 
were indignant at the conduct of the Khedive, and wished 
immediately to depose him, in accordance witl^i strict Moslem 
law. The Armenian patriarch, Latif Pacha, aif admiral of the 
time of the great Mehemet AH, and others, advocated an appeal 
to the Sultan, to whom the conduct of the Khedive should, in 
Jbheir ppinion, be submitted^ Akouche Pacha, a warm partisan 
of the Khedive Tewfik, without attempting to attenuate the 
gravity of the facts alleged against him, expressed •an opinion 
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that further inquiry was advisable. Ali Monbarek Pacha (who 
cannot, any more tliau the Armenian, Greek, and Coptic patri- 
archs, pretend that he was m any way compelled to attend the 
meeting) proposed that a Comi&iission be sent to Alexandria to 
ascertain if the Khedive and his Ministers were really prisoners or 
not, and, if not, to invite them to return to Cairo to assume the reins 
of government. The assembly decided in accordance with this 
suggestion, and resolved at the same time to send a full report 
of the circumstances to the Porte and the Yildiz Kiosk. The 
moderation of the conclusion arrived at, and the freedom of 
discussion which characterised the proceedings, are a sufficient 
proof in tlxomselves of tlie entire absence of terrorism. 


III. Of the Second National Assembly at Cairo. 

1. The summons for this meeting also emanated from the 
Under-Secretary for the Interior, and was only issued when the 
measm'es decided on in the former assem^y were seen to be 
fruitless and the situation became radically changecL 

2. It was composed of about 40t> persons, including the 
princes, the heads of the different religious communities, without 
a single exception, and the pachas who had been memlouks of 
Abbas Pacha, and were devoted to the interests of Tewfik Pacha, 
who had married the grand-daughter of their old master. 

3. The three Princes — Ibrahim, Ahmed, and Ki^mil, the Ohiet 
Judge of Oairo,\ the Mufti now in office and his predecessor, the 
above-mentioned pachas-memlouk, and all the official and non- 
official persons present, expressed spontaneously, and in the most 
open manner, their indignation against the Khedive. In my 
statement of defence I have alludec^ to miy* conversations with 
Ydooub Pacha Sabri, meralonk of the Viceroy Abbas, and the* 
Chief Judge. I will heie quote the oxaot words used by Prince 
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Kiamil in the apartment of the Minister of tho Interior^ and in 
the presence of a large number of persons. For us/’ he saidj> 
^^the Khedive to-day no longer exists. We would recognise 
him if he were here at the hCad of his Grovernment and his 
country, but where is he ? He is either the prisoner or the 
ally of a foreign power which has invaded Egypt” His 
hearers applauded these words as being in strict accordaneo 
with their religious an,d civil duties. 

4. The resolution that, as the Khedive had transgressed both 
the firmans and the principles of Moslem law, he was no longer 
capable of giving orders, and that Arabi should be confirmed in 
his post of Minister of War, and entrusted with the task of 
national defence pending the receipt of orders from Constanti- 
nople, w^s voted unanimously by show of hands. The proch- 
verbal was sealed by everybody with perfect freedom and evident 
enthusiasm. The decision arrived at was regarded as the termi- 
nation of the palace intrigues, which had brought such incal- 
culafcie mischief to Egypt during the past year. 

5, Arabi was not present at either of those meetings. 
Yacoub Sami, hiS under-secretary, had even enjoined the 
Colonel Obeid Bey to absent himself, lest it should be alleged 
or even imagined that military influence had anything to do 
with the expression of the national will. 1 heard Y&coub S4mi 
himself give this order in the small room at the back of tho 
great saloon in the Kasr-el-Nil Palace. 


IV. Of the MedjUs’elOrJi, or Committee of National Defence. 

1. Ismail Eyoub ^Pacha himself admits he resigned his 
position as a member of it. If it were not entirely free and 
under no sort of constraint, how was he able to do that? 
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Especially after his complimentary visit to Ardbi by special 
train at Kafr'Ol-Dowar. , 

2. You ■will also note the continual presence of Eeouf Pacha, 
(the President of the Court Martial) at its meetings. His sig- 
nature and seal are appended to most of their minutes. If the 
Committee had not perfect liberty of action ■vrhy did Eeouf como 
back from Alexandria to join it? If he disapproved its action 
why did ho not follow the example of Ismail Eyoub and resign ? 

3. The Medjlis freely exercised constitutional control over 
the actions of Arabi. When Ali Moubarek proposed to enter into 
negoeiations 'ivith him, Ardbi submitted to the Medjlis the draft 
of his reply, -which imderwent several modifications. 

4. Hie question of tlie imprisonment of the Mudir of the 
Garbieh was referred also to the Medjlis. 

5. The Medjlis decided to maintain Osmdn Pacha Glhdleb in 
his post of Mudir of Assiout, although AiAbi was in favour of 
his recall. 

6. Arabi never was present at a sitting of the Mtdjlis. 
Mahmoud SSmi was not even a member. The persons who 
composed it were, for the moat part, whofiy independent of 
party oonaderaftons. It is sufficient *to cite Ciaffer Pacha, 
Ismail Pacha Abu Gtebel, Sdmi Pacha of the Slave Trade Sup- 
pr^aion Department, who had received his education in England 
and America, and whose son-in-law had been mixed up -as an 
enemy of Aribi in the Circassian Plot. 

7. The day of the defeat at Tel-el-Kebir, and previous to the 
arrival of Arabi at Cairo, the Medjlis-el-Orji met at Kasr-el-Nil 
and decided unanimously not to continue the war, which in 
principle might be expected to last as long as the lino of retreat 
afforded by the country between Cairo and the Soudan remained 
to the Egyptians. 

8. Ar4bi at once expressed his wiUuigness to accept* this • 
resolution of the Medjlis, 
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9. Tlio Medjlis prepared tlie letter to bo addressed to the 
Khedive. The draft composed by Ibrahim Pacha Khalil and 
Boutros Pacha was freely discussed iix Committee. 

10. Even the Princes Ibralum and Kiamil took part in these 
deliberations. 

These notes may help you to make known the truth concern- 
ing us when we see you no more. 

AHMED RIFAt BE 7. 

Cairo, December 21st, 1882. 
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FORTNIGHTLY REVIEW.” 


Frpm the ‘‘ PALL Mi^L GAZETTE/’ Sept. 3. 

“ The Fortnightly Review has now been for almost a year in the 
hands of its present editor, and the public has had opportunity enough 
of measuring Mr* Escott’s talent and capacity in his new post. He 
was already known as a journalist of wide information^ much ver- 
satility, and a telling style, as well as being the author of an important 
and elaborate book about his country an^ his countrymen. Mr. 
Escott has now shown that he possesses the entirely different gift of 
conducting a periodical of the very first rank, of knowing what the 
best kind of readers will be interested in, and of securing the best kind 
of writers for the woik. The Fortnightly had its merits under its two 
previous editors, but IVIr. Escott may fairly claim to have given to its 
pages a vtvacity, a rapid variety, afid a constant actuality, which 
have not distinguished them before, and in which they are now unsur-> 
passed by any other periodical of the kind. The prediction that Mr. 
Escott would not be able to keep it up at the pace at which he 
began has proved entirely untrue, and the new number is as good as 
any of the ten or eleven that have preceded it Baron de Malortie 
argues with much emphasis that in Egypt the most important step is 
to do something to get the fellaheen out of the hands of the uspjer, or 
else there will be in no long time a financial collapse and possibly an 
agrarian rising ; and that the next step is to stop the various hard- 
ships arising from the terms of the public debt.* Unluckily the writer 
does not tell us or the Khedive howto fac^the international difficulties 
that lurk in all proposals of this kind, excellent as they are in them- 
selves. From a lively and well-known pen, we have an exposition of 
the Politics of the Lebanon, where the reader will pick up a good idea 
of the complex and intricate gtoe that is going pn in that as in so 
many other quarters of the Ottoman Empire. If the Eastern Question 
is eternal, so is the Irish, and Mr. Ernest Hart coi;itributes a well-written 
plea for reclamation of improvable land and migration as against emi- 
gration—a subject that has been usually pooh-poohed by English econo- 
mists and politicians. The articles on Yachting and on Modern 
Dress’*’ take us/into the region of lighter things. Mr. Auberon Herbert 
is still in trouble about his political soul, but his smartness is apt to 
grow tiresome, and we do not think that he sees any farther into a 
milestone 1:han other folk, when all is sai<J. The anonymous paper 
second) on the Radical programme may pnetty safely be taken to 
in neat and Compact literary |jprm*the expectations of pne of^ 
entirely practical and hard-headed of Radical leaders. The* 
is thoroughly interesting and alive.” 
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JOrXON { W. BMP WOP TB)-- 

BRITISH CYPRUS. With Frontispiece. Demy Svo, 155. 

DPAYSON (UEUT.-COLe A. W,y- 

THE CAUSE OF THE SUPPOSED fPROPER MOTION 

OF THE FIXED STARS, Demy Svo, cloth, los. 

THE CAUSE, DATE, AND DURATION OF THE 

LAST GLACIAL EPOCH OF GEOLOGY. Demy Svo, cloth, los. 

PRACTICAL MILITARY SURVEYING AND 

SKETCHING. Fifth Edition. Post Svo, cloth, 4s. 6d. 

DYCE’S COLLECTION, A Catalogue of Printed Books and Manuscripts 
bequeathed by the Rev. Alexander Dyce to the South Kensington Museum, 
a vols. Royal Svo, half-morocco, 14s. 

A Collection of Paintings, Miniatures, Drawings, En^avings, 

Rings, and Miscellaneous Objects, bequeathed by the Rev. Alexander Dyce 
to the South Kensington Museum. Royal Svo, half-morocco, 6s. 6d. 

DYCE {WILLI AM)s P,A,-^ 

DRAWING-BOOK OF THE GOVERNMENT SCHOOL 

OF DESIGN ; OR,. ELEMENTARY OUTLINES OF ORNAMENT. Fifty 
• selected Plates, Folio, sewed, ss. ; mounted, i8s. ^ 

Text to Ditto. Sewed, 6d. 

EGYPTIAN APT--- 

A HISTORY OF ART IN ANCIENT EGYPT. By 

G. l^RROT and C. Ghipiez, Translated by Walter ARMSTRDKa, With over 
600 Illustrations, a vols. Royal Svo, £2 as. 

ELLIOT [PRANCES)— 

PICTURES OF OLD ROME. New Edition. Post Svo, 

doth, Ss. 

MtUS [CAPTAIN A. B.)~ 

THE LAND OF FETISH. Demy Svo. 12s. 

ENGEL (CAELj— 

A DESCRIPTIVE and ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE 

OF THE MUSICAL INSTRITMENTS in the SOUTH KENSINGTON 
MUSEUM, preceded by an Essay on the History of Musical Instruments, Second 
Edition, Royal Svo, half-morocco, im. 

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, With numerous Woodcuts. 

Large crown Svo, cloth, as. 6d. 

MSCOTT (r. B. S.)— 

PILL.^S OF THE EMPIRE ; Short Biographical 

Sketches, Demy Svo, los, 6d. 

BWALD [ALEXANDES CHASLES), P.E.A.—^ 

REPRESENTATIVE STATESMEN: PoUtical StudKes. 

2 vols. Large crown 8vo, 4s. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. A Political Biography, 

rf7S-J74S. DeiiiyBvo,i8s. ♦ a f Jf 
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FANE {VIOLET)— 

• QUEEN OF THE FAIRIES (A Village Story), and other 

Poems. Crown S^ o, 6s. 


ANTHONY BABINGTCK^ : a Drama, Crown 8vo, 6s. 

FEARNLEY {W,)--- 

LESSONS IN HOUSE JUDGING, AND THE SUM- 

MBRING OF HUNTERS. With. Illustrations, Crown Svo, 4s. 
FJTZ-PATRICK ( y.)~ 

LIFE OF CHARLES LEVER. 2 vols. Demy 8vo, 30s. 


FLEMING {GESRGE), F.E.C.S.— 

ANIMAL PLAGUES: THEIR HISTORY, NATURE, 

AKD PREVENTION. 8vo, doth, 15s. 

PRACTICAL HORSE-SHOEING. With 37 Illustrations. 

Second Edition, enlarged. 8vo, sewed, as. 

RABIES AND HYDROPHOBIA; THEIR HISTORY, 

NATURE, CAUSES, SYMPTOMS, AND PREVENTION. With 8 lUustra- 
^ tions. 8vo, cloth, iss. 

A MANUAL OF VETERINARY SANITARY SCIENCE 

AND POLICE. With 33 lUuslrations. 2 vols. Demy 8vo, 36s. > 


FORSTER [JOHN], M.F. forBerwicl— 

THE CHRONICLE of JAMES I., KING o'f ARAGON, 

SURNAMED THE CONQUEROR. Written by Himsdf. Translated from 
• the Catalan by the late John Forster, M.P. for Berwick. With, an «Historicajl 
Introduction by Don Pa&cual de Gayangos, a vols. Royal 8vo, 28s. 


FORSTER 

THE LIFlffOF CHARLES DICKENS. With Portraits 

and other Illustrations, isth Thousand, 3 vols. 8vo, cloth, £2 2s. 

THE LIFE 01 * CHARLES DICKENS. Uniform with 

the Illustrated Library Edition of Dickens's Works, 2 vols. Demy 8vo, £i 8s. 

THE LIFE OF CHARLES DICKENS. Uniform with 

th« Library Edition. Post 8vo, los. 6d. 

THE LIFE OF CHARLES DICKENS. Uniform with 

the “C. D," Edition. With Numerous Illustrations, a vols. 7s. 

THE LIFE OF CHARLES DICKENS. Uniform with 

the Household Edition, With Illustrations by F. Barnard. Crown 4to, cloth, 5s, 

WALTER SAVAGE LANDOR: a Biography, 1775-1864. 

With Portilit. A New and Revised Edition. Demy 8vo, las, 
FORTNIGHTLY REVIB'W— 

FORTNIGHTLY REVIEW.— First Series, May, 1865, to 

Deo. 1866. 6 vols. Cloth, 13s. each. 

New Series, 1867 to 1872. In Half-yearly Volumes. Cloth, 

S3S. each. • 

From January, *18 J3, to the present time, in Half-yearly 

Volumes. Cloth, i6s. each. 

CONTENTS OF FORTNIGHTLY REVIEW. From 

the commencement^to end of 1878. Sewed, 2s. * 


$ 


BOOKS PUBLISHED BY 


FOETNUM(C D. E.y- 

A DESCRIPTIVE and ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE 

OF THE BEONZES OF EUROPEAN ORIGIN in the SOUTH KEN- 
SINGTON MUSEUM, with an Introductory Notice. Royal 8vo, half-morocco, 

A DESCRIPTIVE and iAuSTRATED CATALOGUE 

OF MAIOLICA, HISPANO-MORESCO, PERSIAN, DAMASCUS, AND 
RHODIAN WARES m the SOUTH KENSINGTON MUSEUM. Royal 
8vo, half-morocco, 

MAIOLICA. With numerous Woodcuts. Large crown 

8 VO, cloth, as. 6d. 

BRONZES. With numerous Woodcuts, Large crown 

Svo, doth, ts. 6<1. 

FOSTER (JOSEPH)- 

THE PEERAGE, BARONETAGE, and KNIGHTAGE 

OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE FOR 1883. Royal Svo, cloth gilt, piice 42s., or 
separately — The Peerage, 21s. ; Baronetage and Knightage, 21s. 

The EDITION for 1883, containing all new Cieations, has been considerably 
enlarged, and carefully corrected throughout. It is illustrated by upwards of 
1,400 engravings of Aims, etc., and contains fuller pedigrees than any other work. 

BRANCA TELL! { C, E . )- 

ROYAL CONFECTIONER: English and Foreign. A 

Practical Treatise. New and Cheap Edition. With Illustrations. Crown Svo, ss. 

PRANKS {A. IV.)- 

JAPANESE POTTERY. Being a Native Report. Nume- 

rous Illustrations and Maiks. Large crown Svo, doth, ns. dd. 

QALLENGA (ANTONIO\- 

IBERIAN REMINISCENCES. Fifteen Years’ Travelling 

Impressions of Spain and Portugal. With a Map. 2 vols. Demy Svo, 32s 

A SUMMER TOUR IN RUSSIA. With a IVJap, 

' Demy Svo, 14s. 

SOUTH AMERICA. With a Map. Second Edition. Demy 

8vo, 14s. 

QORST (J. E.\ Q.C., MP.— • 

An ELECTION MANUAL, Containing the Parliamentary 

Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) lux, 1S03, with Notes. Crown Svo, 3s. 
GRIFFITHS (MAyOR ARTHUR), H.M. Inspector ef Pnsoas— 

CHRONICLES OF NEWGATE. Illustrated. 2 vols. 

Demy Svo. [/« A(sr emlfet . 

HALL {SIENEY)- 

A TRAVELLING ATLAS OF THE ENGLISH COUN- 

TIES. Fifty Maps, oolonred. New Edition, including the Railways, corrected 
up to the present date. Demy Svo, in roan tuck, los. 6d. 

HAMILTON (VEREKER M.) and BASSON {STB WART A/.)— 

SCENES IN CEYLON. Oblong, with 2 1 Illustrations, 42s, 

HARDY {LADY DVFFUS)— 

DOWN SOUTH. Demy 8vo. 14s. 

THROUGH CITIES and PRAIRIE LANDS. Sketches 

of an American Tour. Demy Svo, 14s. 

HATTON (JOSEPH^ and HARVEY {REV. M.)~ ' 

NEWFOUNDLAND, The Oldest British Colony. Its 

History, Past and Pyesent, and its Prospects in the Buture. Illustrated from 
Photogra]^ and Sketches specially made tor this wwrk. Demy Svo, i8s. 

THE NEW CEYLON ; being ae»Sketch of British Notth 

Borneo. Crown Svo, 5s. 

TO-DAY IN AMERICA. Studies for the Old World and 

the New. z vols. Crown Svo, i8s. ^ 
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HILDEBRAND {HANS)— 

, INDUSTRIAL ARTS OF SCANDINAVIA IN THE 

PAGAN TIME. Large crown 8vo, as. 6d. lUustratedi 
HILL {MISS G.)— 

THE PLEASURES AND’ PROFITS OF OUR LITTLE 

POULTRY FARM. Small crown 8vo. 3s. 

HITCHMAN {FRANCIS)— 

THE PUBLIC LIFE OF THE EARL OF BEACONS- 

FIELD. 2 vols. Demy 8vo, £x 12s. 

HOLBEIN-- 

TWELVE HEADS AFTER HOLBEIN. Selected from 

Drawmgs in Her Hpjetty’s Collection at Windsor. Reproduced in Autotyne. in 
portfolio. j6i 16s. ' ’ 

HOLUNGSHEAD {JOHN)— 

FOOTLIGHTS. Crown 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

HOVELACQUB {ABEL)— 

THE SCIENCE OF LANGUAGE: 

PHILOLOGY, AND ETYMOLOGY. With Maps. 

HOW 1 BECAME A SPORTSMAN. By “Avon.” 

trated. 6s. 

HUMPHRIS (H D.)— 

PMNCIPLES OF PERSPECTIVE. Illustrated in a 

Series of Examples. Oblong folio, half-bound, and Text 8vo, doth, ;£t is. 

IRON {RALPH)— 

THE STORY OF AN AFRICAN FARM. New Edition. 

1 vol. Crown 8vo, ss* 

JAMES I., KING OF ARAGON (THE CHRONICLE OF). 

SURNAMED THE CONQUEROR. Written by Himself. Tianslated from 
' the Catalan hythela^ John Forster, M.P. for Berwick, With, antustoncal 


LINGUISTICS, 

Lpge crown 8vo, cloth, ss. 
Crown 8vo. Illus- 


Introduction by Don Pascual de Gavangos. 2 vols. Royal 8io. 28s. 
JARRY {GENERAL)— 

OUTPOST SUTY. Translated, with TREATISES ON 

MILITARY RECONNAISSANCE AND ON ROAD-MAKING. Ey Major- 
Gen. W. C. E, Napier.^ Ihird Edition. Crown 8vo, 5s. 
yErlNS(W. T.)— 

CREATORS OF THE AGE OF STEEL. Crown 8vo. 
JENNINGS {SAMUEL), F.L.S., F.R.GJS.— II>‘ Rot,«»ier. 

MY VISIT TO THE GOLDFIELDS IN THE SOUTH- 
EAST WYNAAD. With 8 full-page Engiavings. Demy 8vo, 5s. 

JOHNSON {DR. SAMUEL)— 

LIFE AND CONVERSATIONS. By A Main. Crown 

8 vo, los. 6d. 

JONES {CAPTAIN DOUGLAS), R.A.- 

NOTES ON MILITARY LAW. Crown 8vo, 4s. 

JONES COLLECTION (HANDBOOK OF THE) IN THE SOUTH 
KENSINGTON MUSEUM. Large crown 8vo, as. fid. lUnstrated. 
REMPIS (THOMAS 2)— 

OF THE IMITATION OF CHRIST. Four Books. 

Beautifully Illustrated Edition, Demy 8vo, i6s. 

KENT (CHAELESy^ 

HUMOUR ANP PATHOS OF CHARLES DICKENS. 

* Crown Svo. * VH/AePrm. 

KLACZKO {M. JULIAA)- 
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^OJSS PUBLISHED BY 


LACORDAIRE’S CONFERENCES. JESUS CHRIST, GOD, 

AND GOD AND MAN. A New Edition, i wl. Crown 8 vo, 6 s. • 

IjSFEVRE {ANDSi)— 

PHILOSOPHY, Historical and Critical. Translated, with 

an Introduction, by A* W. Keane, B-A* Large crown 8 vo, 7s. 6 d. 

LUTOURNEAU {DR. CHARLES)-^ ^ ^ ^ 

SOCIOLOGY* Based upon Ethnology. Translated by 

Henry M. Trollope. Large crown 8vo, 10s, 

BIOLOGY. Translated by William MacCall. With Illus- 

trations. Large crown 8 vo, 6 s. 

LOW (C. R.)— 

SOLDIERS OF THE VICTORIAN AGE. 2 vols. Demy 

Svo, £i los. 

LUCAS [CAPTAIN]— 

THE ZULUS AND THE BRITISH FRONTIER. 

Demy Svo, ids. 

CAMP LIFE AND SPORT IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

With Episodes in Kaffir Warfere. Wth lUustrations. Demy Svo, las. 

LITTON [ROBERT, EARL)— 

POETICAL works- 

fables IN SONG. 2 vols. Fcap. Svo, 12s. 

THE WANDERER. Fcap. Svo, 6s. 

POEMS, HISTORICAL AND CHARACTERISTIC. Fcap. 6s, 

MACMWEN (CONSTANCE)-- 

ROUGH DIAMONDS : OR, SKETCHES FROM REAL 

* LIFE. Crown Svo, 3s. 6d. m 

MAILET {DR. % W.]— 

COTTON: THE CHEMICAL, &c., CONDITIONS OF 

ITS SUCCESSFUL CULTIVATION. Post 8vo, «>th, ys. 6d. 

MALLET [ROSERT)- 

PRACTICAL MANUAL OF CHEMICAL ASSAYING, 

as applied to tKe Manufacture of Iron. By L. L. De Koninck and E. Diet4. 
EditMj with notes, by Robert MAistJRT. Post Svo, cloth, 6s. 

. GREAT NEAPOLITAN EARTHQUAKE OF 1857. 

Fiist Principles of Observational Seismology, as developed in the Report to the 
Royal Society of London* Maps and numerous Illustrations, a vols. Royal 8vo, 

MASKELL {WtLUAMY- 

A DESCRIPTION OF THE IVORIES, ANCIENT AND 

MEDI.«VAL, in the SOUTH KENSINGTON MUSEUM, with a Preface. 
With numerous Photog^?aphs and Woodcuts. Royal 8vo, h^-morocco, is. 

IVORIES : ANCIENT AND MEDIAEVAL. With nume- 

* tons Woodcuts. Large crown Svo, cloth, as. 6d. 

HANDBOOK TO THE DYCE AND FORSTER COL- 

LECTIONS, With Illustrations. Large crown Svo, doth, as. 6d. 

MaCOAN {J. CARLILE)— 

OUR NEW PROTECTORATE. Tij^key in Asu: Its 

Gboqrapby, Races, Resources, ano GpVRiiNMENT. With a Map showing 
the Existing and Projected Public Works. ^2 vols. Large crown Svo, £i . 

MERBDITB (GEORGE)— 

MODERN LOVE AND POEMS OF THE ENGLISH 

ROADSIDE, ■WITH POEMS AND BALMDS. Fdap. cloth, 6a. 



XI 


&• hall, LIMIXSD. 



FAUCIT of ]^LLm^’ Poems. Crown 8vo, 9s. 

TTTO*"*^®’ “P *° March; 1^4. 3 voli. 

“O'™. edition. Abridged, i vol. Large 

AND^TOLa^|^NS^^,c'^°T* I. THE CELTS 

«»d«b,£“ '• CHAUCER TO DUNBAR 

“S. “TERATURE. Conttmin. 

In Th.ee Pms &i -^“ 5 ^' ■‘to, doth. le,. 

Part in,, M., con^mg Three Charts, each is. 6d. 

Mrt » r » T? / w 5 3 and 4 coge£’ |s ’ ■^^Th?rS°,*‘*^M° t. a, and 5 

CORLEY {JOHm^ ^ ‘•yfcetaer, 3s. ,, The Chaits sold separately. 

LIFE 

©IdSt^T^^^ RICHARD • 

P™^.^ND the encyclopedists, a^vols. 

^^voyi^i^s. ^^®^ELLANIES. Second Series. Demy 

ttwtt uniform edition. 

COBDEN. With Portrait. Large 

ROUSSEAU. Large crown 8vo, 9s. 

CMCAI, MISCELLANIES. L. Sene., L„g. „„„ 

dSe^ second Soi.,. U.„.^ 

the ENCyCLOP,*DISTE, L»,ge 

SraU^LF Edition. Large crotro 8vo, ga fid. 

Edition. ^Demy 8vo, cloth, 3s. education. 'Third 

MURPuy {j. M.y. 

^^S-. 2 L.S?iTH-WEST AMERICA With 



12 


^OOXS PUBUSffED BY 


MURRAY {ANDREW), E.I.S.— 

ECONOMIC ENTOMOLOGY, Aptera. With nume- 

rous Illustrations. Large crovm 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

NAPIER {MAJ.-GEN. W. C. B.)-f 

TRANSLATION OF GEN. JARRY’S OUTPOST DUTY. 

With TREATISES ON MILITARY RECONNAISSANCE AND ON 
ROAD- MAKING. Third Edition. Crown 8vo,ss. 

NECKEH {MADAME]-- 

THE SALON OF MADAME NECKER. By Vicomte 

d’Haossonviixb. Translated by H. M. Trollope, avols. Crown Svo, 1S5. 

NESBITT {ALEXANDER)— 

GLASS. Illustrated. Large crown 5.vo, doth, as. 6d. 

NEWTON [E. TULLEY), F.G.S.— 

THE TYPICAL PARTS IN THE SKELETONS OF 

A CAT, DUCK, AND CODFISH, being a Catalogue with Comparative 
Description arranged in a Tabular form. Demy Svo, cloth, 3s. 

OLIVEE [PEOFESSOE], F.E.S,, 

ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE PRINCIPAL NATURAL 

ORDERS OF THE VEGETABLE KINGDOM, PREPARED FOR THE 
SCIENCE AND ART DEPARTMENT, SOUTH KENSINGTON. With 
109 Plates. Oblong Svo, plain, 16s. ; coloured, £1 6s. 

PEEEOT [GEOEGES) and CHIPIEZ {CHAELES]— 0 

CHALDrEA AND ASSYRIA, A HISTORY OF ART IN. 

Translated by Waltbr Armstrong, B.A. Oxon. With 452 Illustrations 2 vols. 
Demy Svo. Uniform with “ Ancient Egyptian Art.” {,ln Nffimiher, 

A HISTORY OF ART IN ANCIENT EGYPT. Trans- 

lated from the French by W. Armstrong. With over 600 Illustrations. 2 vols. 
Imperial Svo, 42s. 

POLIEN ( 7 . if,)— 

ANCIENT AND MODERN FURNITURE AND 

WOODWORK IN THE SOUTH KENSINGTON MUSEUM. With an 
Introduction, and Illustrated with numerous Colouredni^hotographs and Woodcuts. 
Royal Svo, half-morocco, is. 

GOLD AND SILVER SMITHES WORK. With nume- 

rous Woodcuts, Large crown Svo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 

ANCIENT AND MODERN FURNITURE AND 

WOODWORK. Withnnmerous Woodcuts. Large crown Svo, cloth, «. 6d. 

POLLOR (UEVT.-COLONBL)— 

SPORT IN BRITISH BURMAH, ASSAM, AND THE 

CASSTAH AND JYNTIAH HILLS. With Notes of Snort in the Hilly Dis- 
tricts of the Northern Division, Madras Presidency. With Illustrations and 2 
Maps, 2 vols. Demy Svo, 4s, 

POYNTBE (M. 7), 

TEN LECTURES ON ART. Second Edition. Large 

crown Svo, 9s. 

PRAED (MRS. CAMPBELL)— 

AN AUSTRALIAN HEROINE. Cheap Edition. Crown 

8vo, ss. 

NADINE. Cheap Edition. Crown Svo, 6s. 

PRINSEP ( VAL), A.R. A.— 

IMPERIAL INDIA. Containing numerous Illustrations 

made durkg^ a Tour to the Courts of the Principal Rajahs and Princes 
of India. Second Edition. Demy Svo, is. 

PUCrETT(E. CAMPBELL), PkD., Bmn Univemiy- 

SCIOGRAPHY ; or. Radial Projection of Shadows. Third 

Edition, Crown Svo, cloth, 6s. 
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RAMSDBN [LADY GWENDOLEN)— 

A BIRTHDAY BOOK. Illustrated Fcap. 4to. Containing 

* 46 Illustrations from Original Drawings, and numerous other Illustrations. 2 is. 

REDGMAVE {GILBERT), EdiUdhy--- 

PRE-CHRISTIAN ORNAMENTATION. With numerous 

Illustrations. Crown Svo. [/« the Presk, 

REDGRA VE (GILBERT i?.)— 

MANUAL OF DESIGN, compiled from the Writings and 

Addresses of Richard Redgrave, R.A. With Woodcuts. Large crown Svo, cloth, 
as. 6d. 

REDGRAVE (RICHARD)--^ 

MANUAL AND CATECHISM ON COLOUR. 24 mo, 

cloth, 9d. 

REDGRA VE (SAMUEL)-^ 

A DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE OF THE HIS- 
TORICAL COLLECTIOK OF WATER-COLOUR PAINTINGS IN THE 
SOUTH KENSINGTON MUSEUM. With numerous Chromo-hthographs and 
other Illustrations, Royal 8vo, is. 

RENAN (ERNEST)— 

RECOLLECTIONS OF MY YOUTH. Translated from 

the original French by C. B. Pitman, and revised by Madame Renan. Crown 
Svo, 8s. 

RENTON J WILLIAM)— 

BIStlOPSPOOL : A ROMANCE OF THE LAST 

GENERATION, i vat Deny Svo. 14s. 

SIANO (yC/ANP.)— 

THE INDUSTRIAL ARTS IN SPAIN. Illustrated. Large 

crown Svo, cloth, 4s. 

ROBINSON (JAMES F. )— 

BRITISH BEE FARMING. Its Profits and Pleasures. 

Large crown Svo, ss. 

ROBINSON [J. C.)— 

ITALIAN SCULPTURE OF THE MIDDLE AGES 

AND PERIOD OF THE REVIVAL OF AE.T. With 20 Engravngs. Royal 
8vo, cloth, 7s. 6d. 

ROBSON (GEORGE)— 

ELEMENTARY BUILDING CONSTRUCTION. Ulus- 

trated by a Design for an Entrance Lodge and Gate. 15 Plates. Oblong folio, 
sewed, 8s. 

ROBSON (REV. J. N,), M,A., LL.M.— 

AN ELEMENTARY TREATISE ON ALGEBRA. 

Post 8vo, 6s. 

ROCK (THE VERY REV CANON), D.D.— 

ONT TEXTILE FABRICS. A Descriptive and Illustrated 

Catalogue o^the Collection of Church Vestments, Dresses, Silk Stuffs, Needlework, 
and Tapestries in the South Kensington Museum. Royal Svo, half-morocco, 
Lt IIS. 6d. 

TEXTILE FABRICS. With numerous Woodcuts. Large 

crown Svo, cloth, 6d. 

ROLAND (ARTHUR)- 

FARMING FOR PLEASURE AND PROFIT. Edited 

by William Ablett. 8 vols. Liarge crown Svo, ss. each. 

DAIRY-FARhMNG. MANAGEMENT OF COWS, &c. 
POULTRY-KEEPJNG. 

TREE-PLANTING, FOR ORNAMENTATION OR PROFIT. 
STOCK-KEEPING AND CATTLE- REARING. 

DRAINAGE OF LAND, IRRIGATION, MANURES, &c. 
ROOT-GROWING, HOPS, &c. " 

MANAGEMENT OF GRASS LANDS. 

MARKET GARDENING. 
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BOSS [DAVID), C.t.E.— 

THE LAND OF THE FIVE RIVERS AND SINDH : 

Sketches Histoncal and Descriptive. Demy Bvo, las. ” 

BUSD£N(G. W.)— ^ 

A HISTORY OF AUSTRALIA. With a Coloured Map. 

3 VolSe Demy 8vo. ]:^ovcmbir, 

A HISTORY OF NEW ZEALAND. For many years 

Oerk of the Parliament in Victoria. 3 vols. Demy Svo, with Maps, 50s. 
SALUSBURY[PHIUPH. B.y~ 

TWO MONTHS WITH TCHERNAIEFF IN SERVIA. 

Large crown Svo, ps. «> 

SCOTT-STBVBNSON [MRS. )— 

ON SUMMER SEAS. With a Map. Demy Svo. i6s. 
OUR HOME IN CYPRUS. With a Map and Illustra- 

tions. Third Edition. Demy Svo, J4S. 

OUR RIDE THROUGH ASIA MINOR.’ With Map. 

Demy Svo, x8s. 

SJMMONDS [T. L.)— 

ANIMAL PRODUCTS: their Preparation, Commercial 

Uses, and Value. With numerous Illustrations. Large crown Svo, 7s. fid, 
SMITH (GOLD WINy^ 

THE POLITICAL DESTINY OF CANADA Crown 

Svo, ss, 

SMITH (MAJOR R. MURDOCK), R.E.— , 

PERSIAN ART. Second Edition, with additional Illustra- 

tions. Large crown Svo, as. 

ST. CLAIR (S.G. B.}- 

TWELVE YEARS’ RESIDENpE IN BULGARIA 

Revised Edition. Crown Svo, gs. 

sTOJRY(w. w.y- 

ROBA DI ROMAe Seventh Edition, with Additions and 

Portrait. Crown Svo, cloth, los. fid. 

THE PROPORTIONS OF THE HUMAN FRAME, 

ACCORDING TO A NEW CANON. With Plates. Royal Svo, doth, los. 

CASTLE ST. ANGELO. With Illustrations. Crown 

Svo, TQS. 6d. 

SUTCZIJPFJS 

THE SCULPTOR AND ART STUDENT^S GUIDE 

to the Proportions of the Human Form, with Measurements in feet and inches of 
FuW-Grown Figures of Both Sexes and of Various Ages- By Dr, G, Schadow, 
Member of the Academies, Stockholm, Dresden, Rome, &c. kc. Translated by 
J. J. Wrxgkt. Plates reproduced by J, Sutcliff®, Oblong folio, 31s. fid. 

7ANNEH [PmFMSSOR], F,CS.^ 

HOLT CASTLE; or, Threefold Isterlst in Land. Crown 

Svo, 4S. fid. * mm 

JACK’S EDUCATION; OR, HOW HE LEARNT 

FAilMING. Second Edition. Crown Svo, 3s, fid. 



CHAFMAJSr 6- HALL, LIMITED. 
• 


TOPJNARD{DR. PAUL)--- 

ANTHROPOLOGY. With a Preface by Professor PAtrr, 

• Broca. With numerous Illustrations. I.arge crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

TRAILL {H, D.)— 

THE NEW LUCIAN. t)emy 8vo. 

TROLLOPE. [ANTHONY)— 

AYALA’S ANGEL. Crown 8vo. 6s. 

LIFE OF CICERO. 2 vols. 8vo. £x 4s, 

THE CHRONICLES OF BARSETSHIRE. A Uniform 

Edition, in 8 vols., large crown 8vo, handsomely printed, each vol. contaming” 
Frontispiece. 6s. each. 


THE WARDEN and BAR- 
CHESTER TOWERS. 2 vols. 
DR, THORNE. 

FRAMLEY PARSONAGE. 


THE SMALL HOUSE AT 
ALLINOTON. 2 vols. 
LAST CHRONICLE OF 
BARSET. a vols. 


TROLLOPE (MR. and MRS. THOMAS ADOLPHUS)— 

HOMES AND HAUNTS OF ITALIAN POETS. 2 vols. 

Crown 8vo, i8s. 

UNIVERSAL- 

UNIVERSAL CATALOGUE OF BOORS ON ART. 


Compiled for the use of the National Art Library, and the Schools of Art in the 
^United Kingdom. In a vols. Crown 4to, half-morocco, as. 

Supplemental Volume to Ditto. 

VERON [EUGENE)— 

AESTHETICS. Translated by W. H. Armstrong. Large 

crown 8vo, 7s. fid. 

WALE [REV. HENRY JOHN), M.A.— 

MY GRANDFATHER’S POCKET BOOK, from ryor to 

.. 1796. Author of “ Sword and SurpUce.” Demy 8vo, las. “ 


WATSON [ALFRED E. T.) 

SKETCHES IN THE HUNTING FIELD. Illustrated 

hy JoHK Stoim^sss. Gieap Edidon. Crown Sro, fis. 

WESTWOOD {J. OX M.A., F.L.S., 

CATALOGUE OE THE FICTILE IVORIES IN THE 

SOUTH KENSINGTON MUSEUM. With an Account of the C-ontmenral 
Collections of Classical and Mediaeval Ivories, Royal 8vo, half-morocco, Lz 4s. 
WHEELER [G. P.)— 

VISIT OF THE PRINCE OF WALES. A Chronicle of 

H,R.H.'s Joumeyings in India, Ceylon, Spain, and Portugal. Largo crown 8vo, las. 

WHITE (WALTER)— 

HOLIDAYS IN TYROL: Kufstein, Klobenstein, and 

Paneveggio, Large crown 8vo, 14s. 

t MONTH IN YORKSHIRE. Post 8vo. With a Map. 

\ Fifth Edition. 45, 

LONDONERS WALK TO THE LAND’S END, AND 

1 A TRIP TO THE SCILLY ISLES. Post 8vo. With 4 Maps. Third Edition. 4s. 

wilAv WLER— 

Footing, yachting, and sea-fishing trips, 

at Home and on the Continent. Second Series. By ” Wildpowler,” Snap- 
shot.” 2 vols. Crown 8vo, is. 

shooting and fishing trips in ENGLAND, 

FRANCE,, AtiSAgE^ BELGIUM, HOLLAND, AND BAVARIA. New 
^ Edition, with Illustrations. Large crown 8vo, 8s. 

W 1 lL- 0 ’-THE -WISPS, ‘•the. Translated from the German 

of Marie Petersen hy Charlotte J. Hart. With Illustrations, Crown 8vo 
75. dd. 



BOOKS PUBLISHED BY 


i6 


WORNUM{P, N.)-- 

ANALYSIS OF ORNAMENT: THE CHARACTiyR.- 

ISTICS OF STYLES. An Introduction to the Study of the History of Oraa- 
mental Alt. With many Illustrations. Sixth Edition. Royal Svo, doth, 8s. 

itVSSA^Eiy.y.A.)- 

INDUSTRIAL ARTS OF DENMARK, FROM THE 

EARUEST TIMES TO THE DANISH CONQUEST OF ENGLAND. 
With Maps and Illustrations, Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. 

WYLDM {ATHERTON)- 

MY CHIEF AND I; OR, SIX MONTHS IN NATAL 

AFTER THE LANGALIBALELE OUTBREAK. With Portrait of Colonel 
Bumford, and Illustrations. Demy 8vo, 145. 

ySO {DS. y. BURNBY)— " 

HEALTH RESORTS AND THEIR USES: BEING 

Vacation Studies in various Health Resorts. Crown 8vo, 8s. 

YOUNGBiC D.)- 

PARALLEL LIVES OF ANCIENT AND MODERN 

HEROES. New Edition, tamo, cloth, 4s. 6d. 


SOUTH KENSINGTON MUSEUM DESCRIPTIVE AND 
ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES. *' 

Royal Svo, half-hound, 

BRONZES OF EUROPEAN ORIGIN. By C. D. E. Fortnum. 

£,t roe. 

DYCE’S COLLECTION OF PRINTED BOOKS AND 

MANUSCRIPTS, a wis. I4'<. 

DYCE’S COLLECTION OF PAINTINGS, ENGRAVINGS, 

8 cc, 6s. 6d, 

FURNITURE AND WOODWORK, /nCIENT AND 

MODERN. By J. H, Pollen. Lz is. ^ 

GLASS VESSELS. By A. Nesbitt. i 8 s. 

GOLD AND SILVER SMITH’S WORK, By J. G. Pollen. 

fe. 

IVORIES, ANCIENT AND MEDIAEVAL. By W. Maskixl. 

3IS. 

IVORIES, FICTILE. By J. 0 . Westwood. ^143, 

MAIOLICA, HISPANO-MORESCO, PERSIAN, DAMAS- 

CUS and rhodian wares. ByC.D.E. Fo8thdm.,^2. 

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS. By C. Engel. 12s. 

SCULPTURE, ITALIAN SCULPTURE OF THE MIDDLE * 

AGES. By J. C. Robinson. Cloth, 7s. 6d. 

SWISS COINS. By R. S. Poole. ^2 los. 

TEXTILE FABRICS. By Rev. D. Rock. iis, 6d. 
WATER-COLOUR PAINTING. By S. ^Iebgeave. is. 
UNIVERSAL CATALOGUE OF WGRKS OF ART. 2 v(J!s. 

Small 4to, 1 *' 5 * each, 

UNIVERSAL CATALOGUE OF WORKS OF ART. Supple- 

mentary vol. * * 



CHAPMAN ^ HALL, LIMITED. 

m 

SOUTH KEHSIHGTON MUSEUM SCIENCE AND ART 
HANDBOOKS. 

Puhlishsd for the Committee of the Comal on Education. 

ART IN RUSSIA Forming!, New Volume of the South Ken- 

sington Art Handbooks. With numerous Illustrations. Crown Svo. [/>* the P?(,ss. 

FRENCH POTTERY. Forming a New Volume of the South 

Kensington Art Handbooks. With Illustrations. Crown Svo. iln ike Press, 

INDUSTRIAL ARTS OF DENMARK. From the Earliest 

Times to the Danish Conquest of England. By J. J. A. Worsaae, Hon. F.S.A., 
M.Ii..I.A., &c. &c. With Map and Woodcuts. Large crown Svo, 3s, 6d, 

INDUSTRIAL ARTS OF SCANDINAVIA IN THE PAGAN 

TIME. By Hans Hildebrand, Royal Antiquary of Sweden. Woodcuts. Large 
crown Svo, as. 6d. 

PRECIOUS STONES. By Professor Church. With Ulus- 

trations. Large crown Svo, as. 6d. 

THE INDUSTRIAL ARTS OF INDIA. By Sir George 

C. M. Birdwood, C.S.I. With Map and 174. Illustrations. Demy Svo, 145^ 

HANDBOOK TO THE DYCE AND FORSTER COLLEC- 

TIONS. By W. Masksll. With Illustrations. Large ciown Svo, as. 6d. 

THE INDUSTRIAL ARTS IN SPAIN. By Juan F. Rianq. 

illustrated. Large crown Svo, 4s. 

GLASS. By Alexander Nesbitt. Illustrated. Large crown 

Svo, 2S. 6d. 

GOLD AND SILVER SMITH’S WORK. By John Hunger- 

FORD Pollen. With numerous Woodcuts. Large crown Svo, as. 6d. 

TAPESTRY. By Alfred Champeaux. With Woodcuts, ^s. 6d, 
BRONZES. By C. Drury E. Fortnum, F.S.A. With numerou.s 

Woodcuts. Large crovm Svo, as. 6d. 

PLAIN WORDS ABOUT WATER. By A. H. Church, M.A, 

Oxon. Illustrated. Large crown Svo, sewed, 6d. 

ANIMAL PRODUCTfv: their Preparation, Commercial Uses, 

and Value. By T, L, Simmonds. With numerous Illustrations. Large crown 
Svo, 7s, 6d. 

FOOD : A Short Account of the Sources, Constituents, and Uses 

of Food ; intended chiefly as a Guide to the Food Collection in the Bethnal Green 
Museum. By A. H. Church, M.A., Oxon. Large crown Svo, 3s. 

SCIENCE CONFERENCES. Delivered at the South Ken- 

sington Museum. 2 vols. Crown Svo, 6s. each. 

VOL. I.— Physics and Mechanics. 

VoL. II. — Chemistry, Biology, Physical Geography, Geology, Mineralogy, and! 
Meteorology. 

ECONOMIC ilNTOMOLOGY. By Andrew Murray, F.L.S. 

\ Aptera, With numerous Illustrations. Large crown Svo, 7s. 6d, 

JAPANESE POTTERY, Being a Native Report. Edited by 

A. W. Franks. Numerous Illustrations and Marks. Large ciown Svo, as. 6d. 

HANDBOOK TO THE SPECIAL LOAN COLLECTION 

of Scientific Apparatus. Large crown Svo, 3s. 

THE INDUSTRIAL ARTS : Historical Sketdies. With 24a 

Illustrations. Laige cibwn Svo, 3s. 

• TEXTILE FABRICS. By the Very Rev. Daniel Rock, D.D. 

With numerous Woodcuts. Large crown Svo, 2s, 6d. 

THE JONES COLLECTION IN THE SOUTH SENSING- 

ION MUSEUM, “With Portrait and Illustrations. Large crown Svo, as. 6d, 




BOOKS PVBUSHED BY 


i8 ^ 


SOUTH KENSINGTON MUSEUM SCIENCE & ART HANDBOOKS-Ce?«/m«M 

COLLEGE AND CORPORATION PLATE. By WilS^ied 

Cripps. With numerous inustrafici|»s. Large crown 8vo, cloth, as. 6d. 

IVORIES: ANCIENT AND MEDmVAL. By William 

Mask ELL. With numerous Woodcuts. Large crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 

ANCIENT AND MODERN FURNITURE AND WOOD- 

WORK. By John Hungeriord Pollen. With numerous Woodcuts. Large 
crown 8vo, as. 6d. 

MAIOLICA, By C. Drury E. Forthum, F.S.A. With numerous 

Woodcuts. Large crown 8vo, as. 6d. 

THE ANALYSIS AND ADULTERAt-ION OF FOODS. 

By James Bell, Principal of the Somerset House Laboratory. 

Part I.— Tea, Coffee, Cocoa, Sugar, &c. Large crown 8vo, as. 6d. 

Pait It. Large crown 8vo, as. 6d. 

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS. By Carl Engel. With numerous 

Woodcuts. Large crown 8vo, as. 6d. 

MANUAL OF’ DESIGN, compiled from the Writings and 

Addresses of Richard Redgrave, R,A. By Gilbert R. Redgrave. With 
Woodcuts. Large crown 8vo, as. 6d. 

PERSIAN ART. By Major R. Murdock Smith, R.E.* Second 

Edition, with additional Iliustiatious. Large crown 8vo, as. 

FREE EVENING LECTURES. Delivered in connection with 

the Siiecial Loan Collection of Scientific Apparatus, 1876. Large crown 8vo, 8s* 


CARLYLE’S (THOMAS) WORKS. 

CHEAP AND UNIFORM EDITION. 

In S3 vols^ Crown Bvo, 3 s. 


THE FRENCH REVOLUTION: 

A History, a vols., las. 

OLIVER CROMWELL’S LET- 
TERS AND SPEECHES, with Eluci* 
datitms, 3 vols., i8s. 

LIVES OF SCHILLER AND 

JOHN STERLING. % voL, 6s. 

CRITICAL AND MISCELLA- 

NEOUS ESSAYS. 4 vols*, 4s. 

SARTOR RESARTUS AND 

LECTURES ON HEROES. ivol.,&. 


LATTER-DAY PAMPHLETS. 

I voL, 6s. 


CHARTISM AND PAST AND 

PRESENT. ivol,6s. 

TRANSLATIONS FROM THE 
GERMAN OF MUS.®US, TIECK, 
AND RICHTER, i vol., 6s. 

WILHELM MEISTER, by Gothe. 

A Translation a vols., las. 


HISTORY OF FRIEDRICH THE 

SECOND, called Frederick the Great. 
7 vols*, £2 9S. 


UBRAR.T KDITIOH COMPLETE. 

Handsomely printed in 84 vols*, demy 8vo, cloth, SIS. 


SARTOR RESARTUS. The Lif^ and Opinions of fierr * 

Teufehdrockh, With a Portrait, 7s. 6d. 

THE FRENCH REVOLUTION, A History, 3 vols., each 9s. 



CffAPMAN &• BALL, LIMITED. 


*9 


CARLYLES (THOMAS) WORKS-C«»*»««A 

LIFE OF FREDERICK SCHILLER AND EXAMINATION 

OF HIS WORKS. With Supplement of 1873. Portrait and Plates, gs, 

CRITICAL AND MISCELLANEOUS ESSAYS. With Portrait. 

6 vols., each gs. 

ON HEROES, HERO WORSHIP, AND THE HEROIC 

IN HISTORY. 75. 6d. 

PAST AND PRESENT. 9s. 

OLIVER CROMWELLS LETTERS AND SPEECHES. With 

Pqrtraits. s vols.,^each gs. 

LATTER-DAY PAMPHLETS. 9s. 

LIFE OF JOHN STERLING. With Portrait, 9s. 

HISTORY OF FREDERICK THE SECOND. 10 vols., 

each gs. 

TRANSLATIONS FROM THE GERMAN. 3 vols., each 9s. 

EARLY KINGS OF NORWAY; ESSAY ON THE POR- 
TRAIT OF JOHN KNOX! AND GENERAL INDEX. With Portr^t 
^ Illustrations. 8vo, cloth, gs. 


EARLY KINGS OF NORWAY : also AN ESSAY ON THE 

PORTRAITS OF JOHN KNOX. Crown 8vo, with Portrait Illustrations, 
7s. 6d. 


PEOPLK’S EDITION. 

In s'j vols,^ s^nalt Crffvn Bvo. Price 2 s, each voL, bound in cloth ; or in s 4 

S7 zfols, in ipt doth ^t, for ^4^* 4-°^ 


SARTOR RESARTUS.'' 
FRENCH REVOLUTION, 3 vols. 
LIFE OF JOHN STERLING. 

OLIVER CROMWELL’S LET- 
TERS AND SPEECHES, s vols. 
ON HEROES AND HERO 
WORSHIP. 

PAST AND PRESENT. 

CRITICAL AND MISCELLA- 
NEOUS ES^YS. 7 vols. 


LATTER-DAY PAMPHLET' ■’>7®- 
LIFE OF SCHILLER. ' ■‘5c 

FREDERICK THE GREA' „ . 

lo vols, 

WILHELM MEISTER, 
TRANSLATIONS FRC ^ 
SAUS, TIECK, AND 
2 vols. ^ 

THE EARLY KING^*^ 

WAY ; Essay on the P 
and General Index. ^ 


SIXPKHNY EDITION. 

4 * 1 , tewed, f 

SARTOR RESARTUS. Eightieth Tha 
HEROES AND HERO WORSHIP. 
ESSAYS : BOrns, Johnson, Scott, 

Nbcklace. “ 

TTte above are also to be hod in I vol,, 2S 
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^BOOKS PUBLISHED BY 


DICKENS’S (CHARLES) WORKS.* 


ORIGINAL KDITIONS. 


In Demy Suo, 


THE MYSTERY OF EDWIN DROOD. With Illustrations 

iksy S. L. Fildes, and a Portrait engraved by Baker. Cloth, 7s. 6d. 

OUR MUTUAL FRIEND. With Forty Illustrations by Marcus 

Stone» Cloth, ;di is. 

THE PICKWICK PAPERS. With Forty-three Illustrations 

by Seymour and Phiz, Cloth, is. 

NICHOLAS NICKLEBY. With Forty Illustrations by Phiz. 

Cloth, IS. 

SKETCHES BY “ BOZ.” With Forty Illustrations by George 

Cruikshank. Cloth, is. # 

MARTIN CHUZZLEWIT. With Forty Illustrations by Phiz. 

Cloth, h IS. 

DOMBEY AND SON. With Forty Illustrations by Phiz. 

Cloth, ItX IS. 

DAVID COPPERFIELD. With Forty Illustrations by Phiz, 

Cloth, IS, 

EAK HOUSE. With Forty Illustrations Phiz. Cloth, 

IS, 

TLE DORRIT. With Forty Illustrations by Phiz. Cloth, 

Cl IS.. 

OLD CURIOSITY SHOP. With Seventy-five Ulus- 

itions by George Cattermole and H. K. Browne. A New Edition, Uniform with 
other volumes*, ;di is. 

BY RUDGE : a Tale of the Riots of 'Eighty. With 

y-eight Illustrations by George Cattermole and H. K. Browne. Uniform with 
'r volumes, is. 

AS BOOKS : Containing — The Chrij^tmas Carol ; 

t on the Hearth ; The Chimes ; The Battle of Life ; The Haunted House. 
? original Illustrations, Cloth, 12s. 

“Wist and TALE OF TWO CITIES. In one 

1,1 IS. 

^T. Separately, With Twenty-four Illustrations 

hank. Cloth, iis. 

70 CITIES. Separately.* With Sixteen Ulus- 

Cloth QS, • 

'Dkkmis Works were not ori^ally prif^ed in De?ny 


CITAFMAN HALL, LIMITED. 


^ 2t 


DICKENS'S (CHARLES) WORKS-^ 

. LIBRARY KDITION, 


Jn Post Sw, With the Original Illusirattons, 30 vols,^ 

cloth, £12, 



PICKWICK PAPERS 

43 Illustrns. , 2 vols. 

s% 

16 

0 

NICHOLAS NICKLEBY 

39 

2 vols. 

16 

0 

MARTIN CHUZZLEWIT ... 

40 

2 vols. 

16 

0 

OLD CURIOSITY SHOP & REPRINTED PIECES 36 

2 vols. 

16 

0 

BARNABY RUDGE and HARD TIMES 

36 

2 vols. 

16 

0 

BLEAK HOUSE 

40 

2 vols. 

x6 

0 

LITTLE DORRIT 

40 

2 vols. 

16 

0 

DOMBEY AND SON 

38 

2 vols. 

16 

0 

DAVID COPPERFIELD 

38 

2 vols. 

16 

0 

OUR MUTUAL FRIEND 

40 M 

2 vols. 

16 

0 

SKETCHES BY “BOZ” 

39 

1 vol. 

8 

0 

OLIVER TWIST 

34 

I vol. 

8 

0 

CHRISTMAS BOOKS 

17 

I vol. 

8 

0 

A TALE OF TWO CITIES 

16 ,, 

r vol. 

8 

Q 

GREAT EXPECTATIONS 

8 

I vol. 

8 

0 

PICTURES FROM ITALY & AMERICAN NOTES 8 

r vol. 

8 

0 

UNCOMMERCIAL TRAVELLER 

8 

I vol. 

8 

0 

CHILD’S HISTORY OF ENGLAND 

8 

I vol. 

8 

0 

EDWIN DROOD and MISCELLANIES 

13 „ 

I vol. 

8 

0 

CHRTSTIVIAS STORIES from “ Household Words,” 

&c. 14 ,, 

I vol 

8 

0 


THE LIFE OF CHARLES DICKENS. By John Forster. With Illustratioiis. 
Uniform with this Edition, i vol los. 6d. 


THK « CHARLES DICKENS” EDITION. - 


/« Crown 8vo, In si vols,^ cloth^ with Illustrations^ £3 i6s. 


PICKWICK PAPEIJ^ 

MARTIN CHU2ZLEWIT 

DOMBEY AND SON 

NICHOLAS NICKLEBY 

DAVID COPPERFIELD 

BLEAK HOUSE 

LITTLE DORRIT 

OUR MUTUAL FRIEND 

BARNABY RUDGE 

OLD CURIOSITY SHOP 

A CHILD'S HISTORY OF ENGLAND 
EDWIN DROOD and OTHER STORIES ... 
CHRISTMAS STORIES, from “Household Words” 

SKETCHES BY “BOZ" 

AMERICAN NOTES and REPRINTED PIECES 

CHRISTMAS BOOKS 

OLIVER TWIST 

GREAT EXPECTATIONS 

TALE OF TWO CKTIES 

HARD TIMES and PICTtrRES FROM ITALY 

UNCOMMERCIAL TRAVEELER 

THE LIFE OF CHARLES DICKENS. Numerous 
THE I-ETTERS OF CH^^RLES t»ICKENS.„ 


8 Illustrations- . 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 

4 
8 

lOl" 

GA-, 




S< 


Drigi 

-I 8vo, 


s. d 

4 

4 

Itior 

0,7 




BOOKS PUBLISHED BY 


DICKENS S (CHARLES) 

THE ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY EDITION. 

Compute tn 20 Volumes, Demy Svo, los each, or Ht, £i^. 

This Edition is printed on a finer paper and in a larger type'than has been 
employed in any previous edition The type has been^^ast especially for it, and 
he page IS of a size to admit of the introduction of all the original illustrations. 

No such attractive issue has been made of the writings of Mr Dickens, which, 
vanous as have been the forms of publication adapted to the demands of an ever 
widely-increasing popularity, have never yet been worthily presented in a really 
handsome library form. 

The collection comprises all the minor writings it was Mr Dickens s wish to 
preserve ^ 

SKETCHES BY " BOZ.” With 40 Illustrations by George Cruikshank* 
PICKWICK PAPERS. 2 vols. With 42 Illustrations by Phiz 
OLIVER TWIST With 24 Illustrations by Cruikshanlc 
NICHOLAS NICKLEBY. 2 vols With 40 Illustrations by Phiz. 

OLD CURIOSITY SHOP and REPRINTED PIECES 2 vols. With Illus- 
trations by Cattermole, ^i:c. 

ARNABY RUDGE and HARD TIMES. 2 vols With Illustrations by 

Cattermole, See 

RTIN CHUZZLEWIT. 2 vols. With 4 Illust^tions by Phiz. 

"RICAN NOTES and PICTURES FROM ITALY i vol. With 8 
tetrations. 

EY AND SON. 2 vols. With 40 Illustrations by Phiz. 

COPPERFIELD, 2 vols. With 40 Illustrations by Phiz, 

HOUSE. 2 vols. With 40 Illustrations by Phiz 
'ORRIT. 2 vols. With 40 Illustrations by Phiz 
TWO CITIES. With x6 Illustrations by Phiz. 

MERCIAL TRAVELLER. With 8 Illustrations by Marcus Stone, 
vTATIONS. With 8 Illustrations by Marcus Stone, 

'"RIEND. 2 vols With 40 Illustrations by Marcus Stone. 

KS. With 17 Illustrations by Sir Edwin Landseer, R.A., 

^c, 

ND. With 8 Illustrations by Marcus Stone 

(From “Household Werds '*'and “All the Year 
(lustrations 

OTHER STORIES With 12 Illustrations by S. L. 
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CHAPMAN (&* HALL, LIMlfED. 

rM 


DICKENS’S (CHARLES) WORKS— ConimuH. 

' I 

HOUSEHOLD EDITION. 

Complete %n 22 Volumes. Crown clothe Sj*. 6^. 

MARTIN CHUZZLEWIT, with 59 lUustrations, cloth, 5s 

DAVID COPPERFIELD, with 60 Illustrations and a Portrait, cloth, 5s 

BLEAK HOUSE, with 61 Illustrations, cloth, 5s, 

LITTLE DORRIT, witS 58 Illustrations, cloth, 5s. 

PICKWICK PAPERS, with 56 Illustrations, cloth, 5s 
OUR MUTUAL FRIEND, with 58 Illustrations, cloth, 5s. 

NICHOLAS NICKLEBY, with 59 Illustrations, cloth, 5s. 

DOMBEY AND SON, with 61 Illustrations, cloth, 5s 

EDWIN DROOD , REPRINTED PIECES , and other Stones, with 30 Illustra- 
tions, cloth, 5s. 

THE UFE OF DICKENS By John Forster With 40 lUustrations Cloth. 55. 
BARNABY RUDGE, with 46 Illustrations, cloth, 4s 
OLD CURIOSITY SHOP, with 32 Illustrations, cloth, 4s. 

CHRISTMAS STORIES, with 23 Illustrations, cloth, 45. 

OLIVER TWIST, with 28 Illustrations, cloth, 3s 
GREAT EXPECTATIONS, with 26 Illustrations, cloth, 3s. 

SI^ETCHES BY “ BOZ,’ with 36 Illustrations, cloth, 3s 
UNCOMMERCIAL TRAVELLER, with 26 Illustrations, cloth, 3s. 
CHRISTMAS BOOKS, with 28 Illustrations, cloth, 3s. 

THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND, with 15 Illustrations, cloth, 3s. 

AMERICAN NOTES anC" PICTURES FROM ITALY, with 18 Illustratior 
cloth, 3s " 7 S 

A TALE OF TWO CITIES, with 25 Illustrations, cloth, 3s. 

HARD TIMES, with 20 Illustrations, cloth, 2s 6d 


MR. BICKKISrS’S READINGS. 


J^eap, SvOf smed^ 


CHRISTMAS CAROL IN PROSE. 

3S. 

CRICKET ON THE HEARTH, xs. 
CHIMES A GOBLIN STORY, is. 


STORY OF LITTIj?' 
POOR TRAVEI 
THE HOI , 
MRS. GA'S'’ 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL, with the Ongi 

being a repnnt of the Onginal Edition. Small 8yo, 
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DOOJCS PUBLISHED BY 


e ^ " ' »" » 

DICKENS S .CHARLES) WORKS— 

THE POPULAR LIBRARY EDITIOlil 

OF THE WiTrKS OF 

CHARLES £)ICKENS, 

hi 30 Vols^i large crown ^nce£6; separate Yols, 4s, each 


An Edition piinted on good paper, containing Illustrations selected fiom 
the Household Edition, on Plate Paper. Each Volume has about 450 pages 


and 16 full*page Illustrations. 
SKETCHES BY 
PICKWICK. 2vols. 

OLIVER TWIST. 

NICHOLAS NICKLEBY. 2 vols. 
MARTIN CHUZZLEWIT. 2 vols. 
DOMBEY AND SON. 2 voK 
DAVID COPPERFIELD. 2 vols. 
CHRISTMAS BOOKS, 

OUR MUTUAL FRIEND. 2 vols. 
CHRISTMAS STORIES. 
BLEAK HOUSE. 2 vols. 
LITTLE DORRIT. 2 vols. 


OLD CURIOSITY SHOP and 
REPRINTED PIECES. 2 vo\. 
BARNABY 'SLUDGE. 2 vols. 
UNCOMMERCIAL TRAVEL- 
LER. 

GREAT EXPECTATIONS. 
TALE OF TWO CITIES. 
CHILD’S HISTORY OF ENG- 
LAND. 

EDWIN BROOD AND MISCEL- 
LANIES. 

PICTURES FROM ITALY AND 
AMERICAN NOTES. 


The Cheapest and Handiest Edition of 

THE WORKS OF CHARLES DICKENS. 

The Pocket-Volume Edition of Charles Dickens’s Works. 

In 30 Vols, small fcap, Sw, £2 5s. 


„ Nm and Cheap Isstie of 

THE WORKS OF CHARLES DICKENS. 

In pocket volumes. _ 

■pICKWICK PAPERS, with 8 Illustrations, cloth. 2s. ^ 

NICHOLAS NICKLEBY, with 8 Illustrations, cloth, 2s. 

OLIVER TWIST, with 8 Illustrations, cloth, 

SKETCHES BY ** BOZ,” with 8 IllustrationsTcloth, is. 

OLD CURIOSITY SHOP, with 8 Illustrations, cloth, 2s. 

BARNABY RUDGE, with 16 Illustrations, cloth, 2S. 

AMERICAN NOTES and PICTURES FROM ITALY, [In the Pf ess, 
CHRISTMAS BOOKS. l/» the Pre^s, 


SIXPENNY REPRINTS. 

CHRISTMAS ‘SaROL and THE 
HAUNTED MAN. 

By Charles Dickens. Illustrated. 


\ 


FROM^'''’tHE WORKS OF 
ARLES DICKENS. 

^mself and now published for the first time. Illustrated. 


\ (HI ) 

: A Goblin StoIiy, and THE- 
^ ON THE Dearth. 


Illustrated. 


[In Hovemhet, 



CHAPMAN 6* HALL, LIMITED. 


. 2S 

,,r%, 


Ihtof Books, Drawing Samples, Diagrams, Models, 
Instruments, etc., 

INCLUDING 

THOSE ISSUED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE SCIENCE 
AND ART DEPARTMENT, SOUTH KENSINGTON, FOR THE 
USE OF SCHOOLS AND ART AND SCIENCE CLASSES. 


CATALOGUE OF MODERN WORKS ON SCIENCE 

^ AND TECHNOLOGY. 8vo, sewed, is. 

BENSON (W)— 

PRINCIPLES OF THE SCIENCE OF COLOUR. 

Small 4ta, cloth, 15s. 

MANUAL OF THE SCIENCE OF COLOUR. Coloured 

Frontispiece and lUu&trationb. i2m0) cloth, 2S. 5 d. 

BKd.DLBY {THOMAS\ of the Royal Mzhtary Academy, Woolwich — ^ 

ELEMENTS OF GEOMETRICAL DRAWING rjnTwo 

Farts, with 6o Plates. Oblong folio, half-bound, each part i6s. 

Selections ( 5 som the above) of 20 Plates, for the us>e of the Rojat Military 
Academy, Woolwich. Oblong folio, half-bound, z6s. 


BURCHETT— 

LINEAR PERSPECTIVE. With Illustrations. Post8vo,7s. 
PRACTICAL GEOMETRY. Post 8 yo, 53. 

DEFINITIONS OF GEOMETRY. Third Editioa 24-<'GTi 

sewed, 5d. 5 vo, 7U 

CARROLL {JOHN)— 

FREEHAND DRAWING LESSONS FOR THE-Jms,.,' 

BOARD^ 6s. * “ 

CUBLEY {W. H.)— 8d 

A SYSTEM OF ELEMENTARY DRA^w^ 

Illustrations and Examples. Imperial 4to, sewed, 8$. 


DA VISON (ELLIS A . )— 

DRAWING FOR ELEMENTARY S/i' 

8vo, 3s. 

MODEL DkAWING. lamo, 3s. 

THE AMATEUR TBOUSE CARPF 

Building, Making, and Repairing. With numerou*-^'*^ 
by the Author, l)em^ 8vo, los, 6d. jd. 
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£00jrs PUBLISHED BY 


DBLAMOTTB [P. H.y- , , 

PROGRESSIVE DRAWINCyBOOK FOR BEGINNER^. 

ismo, 3S. 6d, . 

DYCB--^ ^ 

DRAWING-BOOK OF THE GOVERNMENT SCHOOL 

OP DESIGN: ELEMENTARY OUTLINES OF ORNAMENT, so Plates. 
Small foHo, sewed, $s . : mounted, i8s. 

INTRODUCTION TO DITTO. Fcs,p. 8vo, 6d. 

POSTER {YERE)— 

DRAWING-BOOKS t 

{a) Forty-two Numbers, at rd, each. 

(i) Forty-six Numbers, at d. each. The set 5 includes the subjects in 

DRAWING-CARDS : 

Freehand Drawing First Grade, Sets I., II., III., price is. each. 

Second Grade^ Set I., price as. 

BBNSIO W {PMqFMSSOJR)--- 

ILLUSTRATIONS TO BE EMPLOYED IN THE 

PRACTICAL LESSONS ON BOTANY. Prepared for South Kensington 
Museum. Post Svo, sewed, 6d. 

JACOBSTHAL {B.)— 

GRAMMATIK DER ORNAMENTE, in 7 Parts of 20 

Plates each. Price, unmounted, £$ 13s, 6d. j mounted on cardboard, £tt 4s. 
The Parts can be had separately 

yjSWJTT- 

HANDBOOK OF PRACTICAL PERSPECTIVE. iSeCo^ 

c '■th. IS. 6d. 

KBNNEpy {JOHNY- ^ 

FIRST GRADE PRACTICAL GEOMETRY. i2mo, 6d. 
FREEHAND DRAWING-BOOK. ^i6mo, is. 

'mDLBY IJOHHy- 

SYMMETRY OF VEGETATION: Principles to be 

Obserred in the Delineation of Plants, lamo, sewed, is. 

TMAN BODY. Text and Plates reduced from the large 

JS vds., IS. 

^ TVLLMY), F.aS.— 

YPICAL PARTS IN THE SKELETONS OF A 

AND CODFISH, being a Catalogue with Comparative De- 
anged in a Tabular Form. Demy Svo, 3s, 

SOi?)— 

''IONS OF THE VEGETABLE KINGDOM. 

Bg 8vo, cloth. Plain, 16s.; coloured, £1 6s. 

issuid und&r tke supenAtmdenca of-— 

\ FREEHAND, -ORNAMENT: 

omctncal Forms, 6d. 
lalised Floral Forms, &a, 6d,^ 
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ER (E, y.)t E.A. — Continued 

FREEHAND— FIRST ORADE: 

Book I. Simple Objects and C nament, 6d. 

/ „ II. Various Objects, 6d. . 

„ III, Objects and Archite^ural Ornaments, 6d, 

„ IV. Architectural Ommfc^ent, 6d. 

„ V. Objectsof Glass Pottery, dd, 

„ VI, ComnjjjJn Objec^ 6d. 

FREEHAND— SECOND GRADE: 

Book I. Various Forfes of An thermion, &c,, is. 

„ II. Greeks R^an, and Venetian, IS. 

„ ni. Italian I^inaissance, is. 

„ IV. Roman/ Italian, Japanese, &c. is. 

THE S 0 Ut 4 KENSINGTON DRAWING CARDS, 

Containing the same examples as the books : 

Elementary |?reehand Cards. Four packets, pd. each. 

First Grade IFreehand Cards. Six packets, is. each. 

Second Grade Freehand Cards. Four packets, is. 6d. each. 


EEDOffAFE--^ 

MANUAL AND, CATECHISM ON COLOUR. Fifth 

Edition, s^mo, sewed, pd. 

ROBSON [GEORGE]^ 

ELEMENTARY BUILDING CONSTRUCTION. Oblong 

folio, sewed, 8s, 

vmtLIS (GEOSGB)— 

DRAWING-BOOK. Oblong, sewed, 3s. 6d.; inov-=.ed, 8s. 

WORNUM {R. If ^ 

THE CHARACTERISTICS OF STYLES: An Intro- 

duction to the Studjkf the History of Omameatal Art. Koyal 8vo, 8s. 

DRAWING FOR YOUNG CHILDREN. Containing 150 

Copies. i6mo, cloth, 3s. 6d, 


EDUCATIONAL DIVISION OF SOUTH KENSINGTQN- 

MUSEUM: CLASSIFIED CATALOGUE OF. Ninth Edition. 8 vo,m<' 

ELEMENTARY DRAWING COPY-BOOKS, for 


Book II Letters, 8d. 

„ II. Ditto, Sd. 

„ in. Geometrical and Ornamental 
Forms, 8d. 


Book IV. 

:: V?: 

, VII. 


Objects, 8d. 
Leaves,iA^ 
Birds, aT 
Leaves 


\* Ox in Sets of Seven Books, 4s. 6d^^ 

ENGINEER AND MACHINIST DRAWI’ 

71 Plates. Iftolio, £1 las , ; mounted, £3 4s. 

BRINCIPLES OF 'decorative AR" 
DIAGRAM OF THE COLOURS OF 

with Explanatory I«tteipres5, on roller, los. 6d. 
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Ibooks PUB1:\(SSED by 


COPIES FOR OUTLINE DE^WING: 

DYCE’S^ELEMENTARY OUTLINESOF ORNAMENT, 50 Selected 
mounted back and front, 185, ; unmoored, sewed, 5s. 

WEITBRICHT’S OUTLINES OF ORNAMENT, reproduced by Hen 
la Plates, mounted back and front, 8s. Sd. ; unmounted, 2s. 

MORGHEN’S OUTLINES OF THE HUMAN FIGURE, reproduced by HermanTW 
30 Plates, mounted back and front, 15s. ; u^mountedj^s. 4d. ^ 

OUTLINES OF TARSIA, from Gruner, ^our PlSf^s, mounted, 3s. 6d., un- 
mounted, 7d. \ 

ALBERTOLLI’S FOLIAGE, Four Plates, mounted, 3s. 6d. ; unmounted, s^. 

OUTLINE OF TRAJAN FRIEZE, mounted, isA ^ 

WALLIS’S DRAWING-BOOK, mounted, 8s., unmounted, 3s. 6d. 

OUTLINE DRAWINGS OF FLOWERS, Eighth Plates, mounted, 3s. 6d.; 
unmounted, 8d. 

COPIES FOR SHADED DRAWING: 

COURSE OF DESIGN. By Ch. Bargub (Freach), 20 Settled Sheets, ii at as. 
and 9 at 3s. each. gs. . 

ARCHITECTURAL STUDIES, By J, B. Tripon. 10 PIates\;Ci. 

MECHANICAL STUDIES. By J. B. Tripon. 153. per dozen. ^ 

FOLIATED SCROLL FROM THE VATICAN, unmounted, sd-J counted, is. 3d. 

TWEl.VE HEADS after Holbein, selected from his Drawings in.Ker Majesty’s 
Collection at Windsor. Reproduced in Autotype. Half impeiial, i.5s, 

LESSONS IN SEPIA, gs. per dozen, or is. each. 


COLOURED EXAMPLES: 

A Sjf"ALL DIAGRAM OF COLOUR, mounted, ts. 6d.; unmounted, gd. 
CAMniTLIA, mounted, 3s. gd. 

COTMAN’S PENCIL LANDSCAPES (set of 9), mounted, ^s*. 

, SEPIA DRAWINGS (set of 5), mounted, £i, 

ALLONGE’S LANDSCAPES IN CHARCOAL (Sir), at 4s. each, or the set, £i 4s. 

SOLID MODELS, &c. : 

^Box of Models, 4s. 

> A Stand with a universal joint, to show the solid ircdels, &c., £i 18s. 

Vne Wire Quadrangle, with a circle and cross within it, and one straight wire. One 
solid cube. One Skeleton Wire Cube. One Sphere. One Cone. One Cylinder, 
One Hexagonal Prism. 25. 

•xQube in wood, 3s, 6d. 
iston Cube in wood, 12s. 
s Qf/oTfn in Pottery: 

\4;i8s. 6d. 


in Majolica Ware, £2 ns. 

Earthenware, 18s. 

glazed, without sunk rings, los. each, 
i Models, in Box, ;^3, containing-— 
Octagon Prism. J 

), Cylinder. 4 

Cone. ^ 

Jointed Cross. j 


l?riangular Prism. 
Pyramid, Equilateral. 
Pyramid, Isosceles, 
Square Block, 


entered as sets, can only be sujjplied in sets. 




